Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


IONS 


s  AND  occasions; 

»RLY    ON    THE 

S  AND  FASTS 

-F    THB 

OF  ENGLAND. 

BT    THt 

M  GORDON.  Bart,  m.a; 

FOR 0,  AI«D  StCTOR  OF  WEST'TILIVlYy  MZt* 


^xtraordmary  prefence,  hath  halloaed  certaun  piaeest 
.  >  have  as  juftly  attached  refpea  to  certain  t'met  { 

\\o  truly  honour  Godj  ought  ever  to  hold  thefe  timet 
i.  s/'  Hook t a,  Ecd.  PoL  Book  v. 

tcrrarum  orbe  fenrantur,  tel  ab  ipfis  Apoilo^  vel 

-  M  quorum  eft  iaiuberrima  in  Ecdeiia  audoritas,  ftatuta 

ctj  iicuti  quod  Domini  Pa^Do,  ct  Refufrcftio}  ct  in 

.,   €t  Adve&tus^piritus  SanOi,  anniverfaria  folennltate 


0ND01& : 

:i   sroCKDAtB,   riCCAPILLT. 
1796. 


•     ^     Z^;^- 


COLLECTION 

OF 

SERMONS 

on 
SEVERAL  SUBJECTS  AND  OCCASIONS; 

PARtlCULARLT    OK    THE 

FESTIVALS  AND  FASTS 

OP    THE 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 

BT   THI 

Rev.  Sir  ADAM  GORDON,  Bart,  m.a; 

LATBOr  CHIISTCRUIlCHjOXFOItDyANDSlCTOROF  WEST-'TILXUlYytSlEt* 


*♦ 


^  No  doubt*  as  God*s  extraordinary  prefence,  hath  hallottvd  ctrt^xk  pUees^ 
lb  his  extraordinary  iff^ks  have  as  jaftly  attached  refpeA  to  cettaXn  times  i 
ioT  which  reafoHt  they  who  tnily  honour  God|  ought  ever  to  hold  thefe  timet 
more  hdy  than  other  days,**  HooKiiy  Ecd.  PoL  Book  v* 

» 

■h  ■"  QuK  toto  terrarum  orbe  fenrantof)  tel  ab  ipfis  Apoftofll,  vel 
**  Conciliis  generalibus*  qnonim  eft  faluberrima  in  Ecdefia  audoritas,  ftatuta 
^  efle  iDtelligere  licet;  ficuti  qved  Domini  Pa£Do«  et  Refufreaio^  et  in 
M  CcBltnn  Afcenfos,  et  Adve&tus  ^Spirittts  Sandii  anniverfaria  folennltate 
«•  celebrarenmr/*  '^gv/,  Epjfi^ 


L0ND01&: 

YEXNTtD    FOft   JOHN   S7r0CSDAX;.Sj   riCCAPILLr. 

1796. 


/.  a   //^^- 


TO  THE 


Reverend  JOSEPH  ATWELL  SMALL,  D.D, 


HECTOR  OF  ST.  JAMES's  AND  ST.  PAUL*Sj   BRISTOL^ 


IPREBENDARY  OF  GLOUCESTER, 


AND 


CHAPLAIN  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HIS  MAJESTY; 


THJB 


•       ,   t 


COLLECTION;^?  SERMONS 


•      ■  • 


IS  MOST  AFFECTIONATELY  ADDRESSED, 


BY  HIS  SINCERE  FRIEND, 


ADAM   GORDON, 


%NXWO«TB»   HE&TIf 


DEDICATORY  .EPISTLE. 


DBAR  SIR, 

SINCE  the  accidental  pleafure  of  feeing  you 
in  the  Summer  of  1793 »  when  forced  from 
my  retreat,  by  the  fevereft  of  domeflic  calami-* 
ties,  I  have  endeavoured,  as  often  as  health,  and 
fpirits  would  permit,— to  alleviate  the  prefliire 
of  my  misfortune,  by  occafionally  reviiing  fbme 
profeilional  labours,  which  I  had  formerly  in 
contemplation  to  publiQi ;  but  which  a  feries  of 
afHidtive  events,  had  for  fbme  time  interrupted. 

Knowing  the  jufl  fenfe  you  entertain  of  the 
facred  profeffion  in  which  we  are  engaged  i  and 
having  been  witnefs  to  your  laudable  exertions 
in  promoting  the  interefl  of  that  excellent  efbi- 
blifhment  in  which  we  have  the  honor  to  offi- 
ciate ;  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  the  placing  your 
name  in  front  of  this  humble  performance,  will 
be  coniidered.  as  no  unacceptable  teflimony 
of  efleem,  from  an  old  acquaintance :— efpe^ 
cially,  as  the  objeft  is  fimilar  with  your  own,-— 
the  jmblic  benefit. 

Long  fecluded  from  the  world,  I  have  parti* 
cularly  employed  my  leifure,  in  fludies  of'' this 
cafl,  which  I  conceived  might  aflifl  the  rational, 

A3  '  and 
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9!nd  Chriftitn  io^provecDient  of  the  lower  clafles 
of  fociety;  of  which  my  parochial  charge  is 
principally  compofed;  and  as  that '  defcription 
of  people  doth  fikewife  form  the  larger  portion 
of  the  community,  I  was  encouraged  by  the 
'  favorable  reception  given  to  iom^Jorm^  e^rts 
of  the  kind,  by  a  very  dear,  and  judicious  friend, 
to  Albmit  tibis  coHeAicm  alio,    to   the  public 
view,   in  hopes  it  might  prove  ufefel  to  the 
valuable  cauie  of  religious  inforn:iation,  no  lefe 
|han  the  fupport  of  ibme  important  fubje<9:s, 
wl^ich  through  faihionable  negligence,  or  the 
antiquity  of  their   date,   are  growing   out  of 
becoming  notice.     In  fliort,  the  effort  feeiaried 
expedient,  for  this  particular  reafon,  that  few  <^ 
the  coranK>n  people,  efpecially-  in  country  places, 
have  any  juft  notion  of  the  folemn  fealbns  ap- 
pointed to  be  kept  holy  by  the  Church  of  which 
they  are  members. — This  accounts  for  the  too. 
general  negle(fl  of  her  ordinances;  and  being 
"Very  injurious  to  her  caufe,  it  feemed  to  demand 
a  remedy.    To  inform  the  underftanding  of  thofe 
who  labour  under  the  want  of  found  religious 
education  refpeding  the  appointments  of  the 
eflabliflied  Church,  is  the  objeft  of  this  Collec- 
tion of  EHfcourfes  J  which  I  truft  may  be  found 
ufeful,  not  only  to  fatisfy  the  mind  on  the  pra^ 
friety  of  fuch  afts  of  worfliip,  but  to  fupply  the 
reader  with  an  anfwcr  to  thofe,  who  objeft  to 

our 


#«f  firlnsy  or  dif&nt  ffSsa  out  prhtc^s  cl 
Chufcli^'gottrmneiif.-^Wkh  this  gbod^  defigrt 
Acy  went  compofed,-— preachcd,---4iid  pfixtedi 
and  I  hope  £&  who  ahne  conffut  into  cur  bearti 
ffoiitfritf^  will  be  pleafed  to  btsfs  the  endieavbri^ 
«  his  ^fft  and  the  behefit  of  his  creatur^^ 
^e  life  tb  the  undertaking. 

The  work  was  originally  intended  tb  be  pre- 
&]tted»  on  tfke  principle  of  this  prefent  adiirefs; 
to  the  CjeAtleman  alhided  tb  above;  but  whdif 
it  pfeafed  God  lately  ro  remove^  from  this  fceni 
of  vicifikude  and  trial.-^^As  you  are  among  &e 
few»  of  the  very  intimatb  friend's  of  my  early  life; 
whom  I  have  not  furvived,  and  fo  wfrcm  fuch 
z  work  ean  be  prefented  with  the  fh-idZeil  pro- 
priety, and  as  I  have  been  in  the  haSit  o/ fending 
moft  of  my  humble  publications  abroad,  under 
tficprotc^ion  of  fome  refpeAablb  name, — I  avail 
myfelf  of  the  renewal  of  our  acquaintance,  t6 
itqtief^  of  you  that  degree  of  recommendation  of 
this  volume,  among  your  numerous  Conne£6ohs^ 
as  in  your  judgment^  it  may  be  found  to  merit. 

tfaving  mentioned  my  prior  intentiou,  with 
refpcft  to  the  dedication,  f  have  been  indticed 
to  aiSx  the  jirfi  addrefs,  ib  its  genuine  itate^ 
both  as  an  afibdionate  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  a  very  kind  friend ; — and  becaufe  I  think  it 
wfll^  aflToixl'  particular  gratification  to  thofe  very 
#ear  relations  of  the  deceafed,  into  whoie  hands 

A  4  this 
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this  book  may  come; — -and  as  I  trv^i):  that  (everal 
paflages  it  contains,  may  be  juftly  cpnftrued,  as 
Qo  lefs  applicable  to  yourfelf^  there  needs  no 
further  apology  for  preferving  it. 

I  fhojLild  be  very  deficient,  if  I  was  to  omit 
If  verting  to  your  hofpitable  reception  of  me  io 
the  early  ftate  of  ihy  fevere  diftrefs,  and  its 
opcafiongl  alleviation  from  your  fociety,  when  I 
wanted  fortitude  to  return  to  thofe  trying  fceneSi 
which  for  fo  many  years  before,  had  yidded 
jfweet  domeftic  comfort ;— ybut  now  the  mourn- 
ful retrofpeft  is  become  faroiljar  ^t— **  May  wis-- 
POM  blofjomfrom  my  mortal  isfound^'* 

I  cannot  avoid  confefUng,  that  thp  even^ 
which.happened  in  your  neighborhood,  fo  fbon 
^ter  my  departiire,  uniting  with  other  flattering 
circumfiances  at  that  very  time,  contributed  to 
raife  my  wiflie?  for  ^Jituation  near  you, — and 
fiiForde^  ample  caufe  for  **  difappQtntment  to 
[mile afrejh,  at  Hopes  career.**^— Deo  alitur  vi/um 
efl. — The  dream  foon  vaniflied, — and  I  hafted 

#  *  ■* 

to  cultivate  contentment  with  redoubled  zeal.rr 
I  truft  I  have  fi)und  that  pri^e,  without  which, 
all  others  only  fcrve  to  feed  the  fever  of  ambi- 
tion, — It  behoves  me,  therefore,  to  declare  my 
grateful,  and  becoming  fentiments.,  for  my 
Recovery  from  the  temporary  dcJufion,  and  thi? 
)t  is  impoflible  to  do  more  happily,  than  in  the 
language  of  the  fublime,  and  pious  writer  who 

yields 
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yields  me  dafly  coniblation,  and  delight,  and 
wfaoie  life,  in  many  articles  of  the  moft  afflidive 
nature,  no  lefs  than  in  his  fruftrated,  though 
well-grounded  expedlations,  fo  much  refemblec 
^ny  own  experience, 

^<  Bleft  be  the  hand  divine  which  gently  laid 

^'  My  heart  at  reft  beneath  this  humble  (hed  : 

^^  The  world's  a  ftately  bark  on  dang'rous  feas, 

f  *  With  pleafurey^/iTy  but  hoarded  at  our  peril, 

''  Here— -on  a  fingle  plank  thrown  fafe  aihore, 

^'  I  hear  the  tumult  of  the  diflant  throng, 

M  As  that  of  feas  remote,  or  dying  ftorms ; 

''  And  meditate  on  fcenes  more  filent  ftill, 

*•  Purfue  my  theme,  and  fight  the  fear  of  death.** 

With  moft  cordial  wifhes,  my  dear  Sir,  that 
you  may  efcape  all  the  dangers  which  ^render 
the  voyage  of  elevated  life  moft  hazardous;  and 
that  we  may  meet  at  laft  in  the  fame  ble(Ie4 
port  of  eternal  peace  and  happinefs^ 

I  remain  your's,  very  £ncerely 

And  affedionately. 


ADAM  GORDON. 


MOCH  ESTEEMED  FRIEND 

The  Rev.  ROBERT  DINGLEY,  l.l.b. 

ftlCTOA   OF    BSAVMOHT^    ESS^^  drC.   ScCm 

DEAR    SIR, 

T  DO  not  know  that  a  dedicatbn  can  be  ad- 
drefled  with  more  propriety, --^I  am  fiirc  k 
cannot  be  with  greater  pkajure,  than  to  an  old, 
and  Tahiable  acquaintance w 

Efibrts  of  this  kind,  it  is  true,  like  Grangers 
at  court,  are  fuppofed  more  likely  to  be  no^ 
ticed,  by  the  pom.p  of  their  introduxflion ;  but 
xeaUy  the  times  are  grown  fo  very  cenibrioUy 
and  uncharitable,  that  if  a  work  happens  to  be 
honouredi  with  the  tide  of  nobility,  or  dignified 
itipport,  both  patron  and  audior,  are  fomettmes 
expofed  to  the  £ime  ungenerous  furmife.^-^All 
that  efcapes  the  pen  in  fuch  a  cafe,  under 
the  becoming  impuHe  of  grateful  homage,  is 
placed  to  the  account  of  adulation,  or  iielfiih 
intereft, — and  the  patron  perhaps,  is  no  lefs 
uni&kly  taxed  with  vanity,  or  over- rated  praife, 
than  the  writer  with  fervili^y,  and  narrow  de- 
fign^ — fo  that  it  is  no  wonder  the  Great  are 
often  flack  in  countenancing  Dedications. — It 
ufed  not  to  be  j(b;-*^nor  can  we  impute  this 
ihameful  change  but  to  the  increaied  degeneracy 
of  the  age.*^f  old, — authors,  though  they  had 

fometimes 
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fometimes  as  little  chance  among  the  undlfcern^- 
ing»  diffipated  throng  (as  even  now)  to  gain 
material  fsLVbr, — yet  as  to  the  patient^  and  well 
intentioned  labours  of  the  mind^  they  were  al- 
moft  Aire  to  meet  fome  foflering  hand  to  ufher 
their  works  abroad ;  and  however  fcantily  they 
snight  be  allowed  to  fare  at  home,  they  experi^ 
diced  tranfient  regard  for  their  works  fake^  if 
not  their  awn. 

After  all^  I  find  upon  enquiry^  it  is  much 
the  fame  with  us  in  this  refped:^  as  has  been  the 
cafe  in  diftant  ages,  and  other  nations. -r-The 
elegant  Pliny  accounts  for  this  complaint,  with 
bis  ufual  judgment;  and  in  the  comparifon  of 
the  declining  manners  of  his  own  times,  with 
the  laudaUe.  practice  of  more  ancient  days,  he 
]a£hes  this  ncgleft  with  merited  feverity. — He 
affords  us,  likewife,  the  moft  juft  apology  for 
the  tafk  of  dedicating,  that  can  be  offered:—^ 
he  ihames  at  once,  the  ignorance,  and  illibe- 
rality  of  thofe  pedantic  writers,  who  in  their 
partial,  or  inaccurate  definition  of  the  word, 
have  branded  it  with  foul  conftru&ion,— and 
whofe  farcaftic  interpretation,  if  they  believed  it 
jujiy  fhould  have  led  them  to  eftabli(h  the  opi- 
nion by  the  tefUmony  of  their  own  uniform  ex^ 
ample  \ — whereas,  we  fhall  find  ibme  who  re- 
proach the  pradice  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  yet 
frequently  employing  the  gbjedted  fpirit  of  it, 

in 
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m  the  moft  falfome  manner. — I  will  give  you 
me  inftance  of  this,  in  a  very  favorite  author  ^« 
—He  calls  a  Dedicatioriy  indifcriminatelyy  ^^  a 
firuUe  addrefi  to  any  patron^**  pronouncing  die 
word  fynonimous  with  adulation  ^  and  yet  the 
fiune  great  genius,  could  introduce  even  a  mo« 
RAL  eflay  to  a  most  profligate  peer  with 
"  Friend  of  my  life;'  &c.  &c.  Not  fo,  fpeaks 
Pliny  on  the  fubjeft, — he  gives  us  the  unpol* 
kited,  and  real  dejign^  and  ufe  of  Dedications, 
and  refleds  upon  the  manners  of  the  people,  in 
the  realbn  of  their  being  difcouraged.  ■**  Fuit 
moris  antiqui,  eos  qui  vel  Jin^ulorum  laudesy  vel 
urbiumfcripferanty  aut  honoribus^  aut  pecunia  or^ 
nare :  noftris  vero  temporibusy  ut  alia  fpeciofa^  et 
igregia,  ita  hoc  in  primis  exolevit.  Nampojiquam 
defiimus  facer e  laudanda^  laudcri  quoque  ineptum 
putamus.^*\ 

But 

♦  Pope. — See  Dr.  Johnfbn's  fenfe  of  the  word  as  given  by 
this  celebrated  author.  , 

t  As  a  comment  on  this  excellent  quotation,  it  may  jtiftly 
be  obferved,  that  unlefs  principle^  and  a  fenfe  of  bounden 
diiij  impelled  the  unwearied  labours  of  profeflional  induftry> 
there  is  now  a- days  but  fmall  encouragement  for  any  extra* 
ordinary  exertion  in  clerical  purfuits« — In  fo  little  vogue  are 
the  demands  for  theological  difquifitions,  in  thefe  diillpated 
times,  that  after  exbaufting  the  vigor  of  both  mind,  and  body, 
in  ceafelefs  (ludies,  and  pafling  a  whole  life  in  obfcurity,  aud 
care,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  fruits  of  daily  confinement, 
and  nightly  toil,  obtain  a  readings — or  pay  iov  publicatim*    A 

very 
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But  no  bafe  alloy  aaipojjiify  be  attributed  to 
this  humble  mark  of  affe<ftionate  attacbment* 
I  have  nodiiiig  to  expedt  from  VEiypreJent  patron^ 
but  the  occafional^  add  agreeable  news  of  his 
own  welfare*  and  that  of  tbofe  i^  dear  to  him,-« 
nor  will  the  moft  fnarling  Cynick  dare  to  fully 
with  the  ftain  of  adulation^  a  grateful  and  be-» 
commg  acknowledgment  of  generous  concern, 
for  the  fuccefs  and  comforts  of  one  who  was  the 
comjpanion  of  your  early  years,— -or  ofaged:  to 
my  recording  an  honeft  panegyric  of  the  man» 
whom  neither  time, — diftance,—K)r  any  of  the 
vidf&tudes  and  pleas  which  fuperficial  profeflbrs 
allege  in  extenuation  of  infincerity,  have  weaned 
from  thinking,  and  aAing,  in  the  nobleft  cha«* 
mAer  of  human  nature:— the  feeling,--— 

SEALOUS  FRIEND. 

Here^  perhaps,  the  criticks  may  be  difpofed 
to  judge  feverely: — they  will  poffibly  advance, 
diat  however  juftly  we  may  depi<9:  a  patron's 
merit,— Modefty  fhould  always  guard  us  from 
even  glancing  at  our  own. — Nothihg  materiMy 

■ 

vciy  Sffirem  defcription  of  charader,  too  often  fucceeds  in 
poflefling  thofe  hsrMn,  znd  emoluments,  which  in  the  purer 
days  of  juft  diftindfion,  and  generous  notice,  were  worthily 
diftributcd,  as  originally  deftgned: — viz.  to  promote,  and 
racompence  a  becoming  exertion  of  intelleftual  abilities, 
and  a  diligent  perfeverance  in  tfie  arduous,  and  eflentiai 
duties  of  the  facxed  office, 

exception- 
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aceptiO]iaUe»  I  troft  bath  efca^  mc  cf  ttat 
dcicripdc>ii>-**A'importe.-«-I  &aU  always  glorf 
k  ihe  efteem  of  the  Jimer^ ;— -The  corameoia 
of  a  warldlmgp  will  never  aj9Fe<St  the  prioci[>le% 
or  happineis  of  the  difinterejied4 — ^Let  the  &3ik^ 
aod  felfifby  enjoy  thenaielves  to  the  ut3xk)fl:  thqf 
ape  able;'— ^  ali^fuch  oeed  cvuy  artifice  tt 
(hield  them  from  a  thorough  view  <^  their 
natural  deformity^  it  would  be  cruel  to  4enf 
them  ajEiy  temporary  apology  they  can  devifi^ 
or  to  bold  up  a  mirror  that  would  only  terrify^ 
without  eftablifhiog  a  cun — zs  Chriftiaas»  we 
mull  pray  that  zfuperior  Counfidilor  wofj^eedi^ 
and  efftUuaUy  ihew  them  to  themfehes^  aad  that 
beiiajg  alarmed  at  their  tme  appearance,  tfaqf 
may  repent^  aod  amend. 

A  few  words  concerning  the  work  thus  ia^ 
troduced,  and  I  will  releaie  you. 

Books,  my  worthy  friend,  our  profefSoft 
teaches  us,  are  no  further  of  eflential  value,  thaa 
as  they  help  our  advancement  in  fterling  wiC^ 
dom^  as  they  incline  us  to  admire,  and  loi^e 
the  GoJpeL — ^The  contents  of  this  feeble  per« 
formance,  however  deficient  in  its  execution^  I 
can  honeftly  affirm,  has  had  that  end  in  view  i 
and  as  I  perAiade  myfelf,  from  fomier  expoimce 
of  yQur  indulgence,  that  it  will  be  fleufing  at 
kaft,  occafionally  to  review  the  ftudies  <^  ooc^ 
with  wliom  you.  once  lived  ia  habitf  of  moft 

SooaX 
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ibcial  intercourie ;  fo  perhaps  it  may  not  he  al-^ 
together  unprofitable^  to  meditate  on  the  change 
from  carelefs  gaiety^  to  an  eameft^  however 
incompetent  ctideavouf  to  difchafge  the  duties 
of  the  mofl  ferious,  and  important  funSHons.--^ 
Further^  I  ihall  not  hazard  on  the  tafk^  but 
fubmit  its  contents  to  your  deliberate  and  can-^ 
did  judgment* 

I  do  not  promife  any  brilliant  ftrokes  of  ima-» 
gination>  as  pleafing  hand-maids  to  engage  at;-^ 
tention  to  the  powerful  voice  of  Tr/z/iS*— Ge- 
nius,  no  doubts  is  a  mofl  defirable  attendant  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  admiflion  of  folemn 
fubjedls.  We  can  neter  too  much  exert  our^ 
talents  in  his  glorious  caufe^  who  furniihes 
every  gift  we  have : — But  in  thefe  difcourfesf 
(projected  principally  for  the  inftruAion  of  thofe 
in  hamble  fife)  you  will  not  expedt  that  fire 
which  feveral  of  the  interefting  themes  might 
juftly  be  fuppofed  to  raife. — Befides^ — where, 
even  a  more  animated  ftyle  might  well  have 
been  indulged, — power ^  does  not  ever  keep  pace 
with  inclination.  , 

To  us,  in  the  njoane  of  life,  nothing  can  be 
more  neceflary  than  to  re-confider  the  manifold 
errors  of  former  days — to  ufe  judicious  induftry 
to  repair  the  mifchief  which  youthful  indifcre- 

tion 
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» 

ihsk  liiay  Jhave  wrought  upon  the  prin^rlples  of 
bur  faith^  and  pradice ;  an4  ^p  redeem  tb^  time 
i)y  cyeiy  poflible  expedient. 

A  ijfe  of  difappoiiitment^  on  nrf  part,  has^ 
linder  the  wr(d  and  merciful  direction  of  the 
$UFR£ME9  corredled  (though  late)  that  reftle& 
pialady  which  fascinating  hope  inflids  upon  the 
^g^iine  expe£tant  of  worldly  favour,  and  an 
fdditional  incur ahle  ^ound*  (however  cica- 
trized by  the  palliating  balfam  of  due  fubmiffion 
to  the  will  of  Heaven)  yet  fubjedls  me  occafion- 
alty,  to  thofe  tender,  and  natural  feelings,  which 
parents  only,  can  conceive : — Senfations,  irrefiji^ 
fble,  and  ineffable  ! 

"  Harti  lateri  UthdU  arundo^ 

Thus,  though  I  am  indebted  to  the  unme«- 
filed  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty,  for  much  in- 
iprard  corrfblation,  under  many  trials  ^  yet  may 
•I  truly  Iky,  I  gradually  defccnd  in  for  row  to  the, 
|frin;^.-**'With  this  fketch  of  my  fituation,  you 
-will  juftly  conclude,  that  while  I  am  indulged 
iti  IJhe  choice  bleffings  of  freedom  from  bodily 
pain,  and  ftrength  to  perform  the  duties  of  my 
pifke,  I  ought  widi  gratitude,  and  -fincerity,  to 
frultivatea  pious  ftfbftiiflion  to  every  vifitation 
*^i^eftfed  by  Ae  unerring  Diredor  of  events, 

f  Tfe  loT^of  an  ^i^ci&jj/— a  youth  of  extraoidiaaiy  ta« 
jptits,  and  promiCiig  virtues. 

a  <hat 
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that  may  prove  conducive  to  unfading  happi^ 
nefs  hereafter. 

Truditur  dies  die. — All  will  foon  be  over: 
and  though  we  may  have  unhappily  flumbered 
in  the  morning  of  our  day,— yet  if  we  are  found 
aftive,  and  vigilant,  to  the  clofe  of  it,  I  de- 
voutly truft,  all  will  be  well  for  his  £ike,  who 
alone  fupplieth  the  will,  and  power  to  aft  ;— 
whofe  grace  and  whofe  atonement  will  be  found 
fufiicient,  for  every  humble,  faithful  penitent* 

Tou^  my  dear  friend,  are  indulged  with  the 
choicefl  bleflings  this  trying,  fleeting  fcene,  can 
yield  *• — By  happy  experience  I  am  fenfible 
they  are  capable  of  foftening  every  other  care, 
and  rendering  the  fevereji  frowns  of  fortune  in^ 
Jignijicant ;  any  further  than  the  precious  gifts 
may  tbemfehes  be  injured  in  the  courfe  of  our 
mifchances.— May  theie  invaluable  comforts  be 
continued  to  you,  as  honourable  cheering  props 
to  your  declining  years. — If  you  train  them  in 
the  way  that  they  f^uld  ^tf,— excefs  of  blxfs^ 
pail  all  exprefiion,  will  accumulate  yoi;r  future 
joy.  Then  fhaU  you  not  he  ajbamed  to  meet  our 
bitterejl  en^my  in  the  gate. — This  is  the  hope 
that  alleviates  my  moqrnful  rcflt£tion$i  wheii 
I  meditate  uppi>  the  Jingle  charge  (o  long  en- 
truded  to  me.  I  flrove  to  be  moll  diligent  and 
circumfpeft,  as  to  the  feveral  parts  of  my  in<« 

^  A  good  wife,  4nd  'dear  childrept 

cpm<* 


DEDICATORY  EPISTLE.  xix 

cuznbent  duty  ^  z  parent^  and  doubdef^  had  a 
large  relurn,  both  in  prefent  comfort^  and  future 
cxpefiation:  but  I  often  think  (though  now 
too  late)  I  might  have  done  a  great  deal  more^ 
and  better. — ^Moft  cordially  do  I  pray  that  the 
above,  and  every  other  efTential  happinefs,  may 
be  your  portion. — And  I  beg  you  to  believe 
me,  with  the  pureft  regard. 

Your  obliged. 

And  aficdtionate  friend, 

ADAM  GORDON. 


1^.  B.  This  gentleman  died  a  little  time  after 
this  Dedication  was  written,  which  being  pen- 
ned fron^.the  hearty  \  tranfmit,  as  a  becoming  tri- 
bute to  the  memory  of  a  real  yr;VW.— -Some  of 
his  neareft  connexions  having  applied  to  me  to 
exprefs  my  ienie  of  his  chara£ter,  in  a  monu-^ 
mental  ftyle — I  made  the  following  fketch, 
which  I  here  fubjoin,  as  an  additional  teftimo- 
ny  of  my  efteem,  though  the  peculiar  alluiions 
in  it  niufl  be  loft  to  thofe,  who  were  unac- 
quainted with  our  intimacy,  and  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  which  endeared  it. 


a  z 


SACRED 


SACKED  to  trtE  MEMORf 

Of  thi  Rev.  ROBERT  DINGLEY,  L.  L.  d; 

Fonnerly  of  Cfaiift  Cfanich,  in  the  Univecfity  .of  Oscfofd* 

^UdlateRe^^orofBcauxnonty  &c.  near  Colchefter>  ffiex. 

He  wai  a  mnof  aoft  engigingmanners^  Urdf  v9it,  aail 

STERLING    F&OiiTT* 

In  the  lefpeftive  chara^era  of  Son,  Brother^  Hulbandf  Fathe^^ 

Magiftrate,  and  Friend, 

He  obtained  that  joft  report  which  dignif  ei  our  natait* 

Reader**— wfaofoever  thoa  art,  whether  in  purfoit  of  pleaforCf  oro( 

HfiALtti*,. 

Peiyfe  this  tribijte  to  Benevoknoe  and  Worth* 

Haft  dioa  fftt  felt  the  force  of  holy  friendfliip  in  thy  bieaft. 

Or  foand  its  Ghcering  influence  from  othen? 

Lament  ^a  fteady  votaiy  of  this  heavenly  virtue. 

Nor  time, — negleft*— obfcority,— -or  need. 

Could  (hake  the  generous  purpofe  offnftjed  regatdi 

Evcn.in  |>iiTis;  aficftionaiepgrferaaAGe  marked 

THB    LX.BSILAL    MJNp^ 

Aod  life,  and  friendfhip's  lingering  flame,  took  leave  together/ 

Aft  thou  «Cfrr$|fl&Mi^  Learn  fiom  a  irotier, 

1h6  hordcft  leflbn  of  thy  aidijiOQs  courfe  $ 

The  fnmmit  of  thy  beft  attainments* 

tKTtaB   SVBMISSroM    TO   THt   DIVINE   DBCRBIf* 

nappy,  in  the  happieft  flate  /it//  fcenecto  boaft— ^ 
With  further  happinefs  in  view,  fiom  thi  endearing  tiff 

Of  Nature's  ^^/r^  gifts 
He  caught  a  glimpfe  of  far /cr/^mr  joys : 

god's   will    BB   OOKft, 

Evinced  the  final  vidoryoo  self. 
And  fealed  the  hope,  that  Jesus  was  his  Fruni^ 


A  fympathizing  heart,  will  better  fed,  than  w^rds  can  pahl^ 

How  great  a  Io(s  is  fuftred  by  his  difconfolate  Widow» 

Who  from  due  attention  to  his  memory, 

Erefls  this  monument  as  a  lafling  token  of  her 

AFFECTION. 

«  He  dM  tt  B^ 
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SERMON    I. 

On  tbe  Expediency  of  employing  our  Time  weU. 


-FOR  l^EW  YEARNS  DAY. 


John  Ix.  part  of  the  4th  vcrfe. 
^Tbe  mgbt  comet b,  wben  no  man  can  work. 


1  SHALL  divide  the  order  of  my  inftrudion  to 
you  this  day,  my  brethren,  into  two  parts.  The 
firft,  1  (hall  employ  in  a  general  exhortation  to  con« 
i^der  the  necejjity  of  the  work  that  is  laid  upon  us  1 
by  affording  you  a  comparative  view  of  whzt  flfould 
be  the  condud  of  all  Chrillians,  with  what  really  is 
the  common  practice  of  many  perfonsj  who  cfteem 
t)ieaifelves  entitled  to  that  charad:er. 

Secondly,  I  iliall  beg  leave  to  fubmit  fome  heads 
of  fclf-examination,  as  to  the  degree  of  Chriftiapi 
faith,  to  which  we  have  attained ;  and  I  ihall  con- 
clude, with  propofing  fome  eafy,  and  profitable  rules 
for  your  future  condudl,  and  the  improvement  of 
your  time, 

B  But 
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But  before  I  enter  upon  the  general  fubjeft,  i& 
may  be  proper  in  this  place^  according  to  my  ufual 
pradice  on  dated  tithes^  appointed  by  the  church 
to  be  kept  holy,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
peculiar  fervice  of  this  day,  which  is  diftinguifhed 
in  our  calendar,  as  the  anniverfary  of  our  blelTed 
Lord's  circumcifion  I  that  is,  when' in  his  wonderful 
condcfcenfion  of  fubmitting  to  a  ftate  of  infancy,  he 
further  underwent  that  ceremony  of  the  JeWifti  law, 
Avhich  God  commanded  his  fervant  Abraham  to 
perform  on  all  his  family,  as  a  ^fign  of  hi^  covenant 
with  him,  and  his  feed  after  him,  as  related  in  the 
firft  leflTon  for  this  morning  fe(vice« — Abraham  in 
the  purity  of  hhfaUb  in  God's  word,  received  this 
ordinance,  asa^j^,  evidence,  and  qffUrante,  both  of 
the  bleffings  promifed  by  the  Great  and  Holy  Being 
who  appointed  it,  and  particularly  that  he  would 
give  them  Chrift,  the  promifed  feed,  out  of  the  loins 
6i  Abraham  (that  »,  in  regular  fucceflion  of  bis 
family,  according  to  the  flelh,}  and  in  him,  accept 
of  them,  for  his  peculiar  people,  pardon  their  fins, 
and  clcaf^fe  t4iem  frbm  their  natural  corruption, 
fighified  by  the  ad:  of  circumcifion ;  as  likewife  of 
men's  obligations  to  the  duties  required,  vix.  to 
believe  in  the  Mefliah,  or  Saviour ;  to  put  off  the 
old  man,  naturally  addidled  to  worldly  lulls,  and 
lerve  him  as  new  creatures,  which  is  alfo  rcprefenred 
by  Abraham^s  acceptance  of,  and  fubmiffion  to  this* 
ccrcrtiony;  Tht  Jptritual  ligtiification  of  the  ordi- 
nance^ i^  fully  intimated  in  the  fecond  leflbnfor  this 
mbm!ng,'and  the  colletft  for  the  day,  and  is  what? 
chiefly  concerns  all  Chriflians^  fuch  perfons  only^ 

being 
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being  of  the  true  fpiritual  feed  of  Abrahaiti>  wha 
really  poflTefs  the  thin^  figmfied  by  that  %Dj  or 
ceremonjT;  and  perform  thofe  things  which  out* 
ward  circumcifion  was  dcfigned  to  engage  unCO> 
Phil.  iii.  3«  viz.  piriiy  of  beatt^  and  Itft.  In  ihorr> 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  fubmitted^  as  at  this 
feafon^  in  our  fauman^  nature^  to  be  fubjedt  to 
the  law;  and  being  initiated  by  this  inftitution 
into  the  Jewilh  church,  he  became  bound  to  the 
obeSence  of  the  law  in  all  things,  and  which,  in 
truth,  be  only  could  fulfil.  The  nature  of  this 
ofdinance,  therefore,  is  extremely  well  adapted  ta 
exciie  (erious  recolleAion,  and  promote  future 
caution,  in  ail  welUdifpofed  Chriftians  at  this  far^ 
ticular  feafon,  in  that  it  alludes  to  the  mortifying 
the  finfiil  works  of  the  fleih^  and  walking  in  itftf-^ 
nefs  of  life. 

But  independent  of  the  powerful  influence  whicb 
thtfmpniral  hiffory  of  this  day  is  calculated  to  efFe(9: 
upon  every  devout  mind,  and  true  follower  of  Jeius 
Chrift,  there  is  no  feafon,  my  friends,  in  which  We 
can  more  fuitably  employ  the  proper  meditations 
which  this  awakening  text  diredts,than  on  the  return 
of  a  NEW.  TEAR.— If  it  is  a  pious  and  ufeful  habit 
foery  nigbt  to  review  the  behaviour  of  ihtpaji  ditf^ 
to  thank  our  heavenly  Father  for  the  undeferved 
mercies  we  have  received  at  his  hands ;  to  implore 
our  blefled  Saviour  to  intercede  for  pardon  for  our 
numerous  offences  j  and  to  petition  further  grace 
from  the  Holy  Spirit  to  renew  our  nature,  and  aflifk 
us  in  the  returning  duties  of  the  morrow  i  how 
needful  is  it,  that  we  fhould  beflow  fome  ferious 

B  2  chdughts 
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thoughts  upon  the  paft  events  of  a  wbde  year? 
Can  the  very  ieji  of  us  fay,  we  have  been  fuffi- 
-ciently  grateful  for  the  continuance  of  our  being; 
the  futcefs  in  our  affairs ;  and  the  various  deliver- 
ances and  mercies  we  have  received  ?— How  neg- 
ligent have  we  been  of  our  religious  duties,  and 
yet  fpared   to  repent?    How   provoking    in  our 
offences^   and   yet   not  punifhed  according  to  our 
dejerts  f    How  much  nearer,  fome  of  us,  to  eter-- 
nity,  and   yet   not    duly   mindful  of  the  ejcafel 
Who,  is  it  that  hath  comforted  us  in  our  refpe&ive 
troubles,  and  ficknefs,  and  relieved  us  in  extremity  ? 
Who,  hath  protected  us  from  unibrefeen  accidents^ 
'  and   various  unknown  dangers  ?     And   above  all. 
Who  hath  provided  us  with  the  m^ny  eafy,  and 
happy  means  of  grace,  by  which  to  amend  our 
ways,  to  train  ourfelves  for  unfpeakable  happinefs, 
and  to  avoid  the  endlefs  torments  prepared  for 
finful,  and  unprofitable  fervants?    To  the  divine 
Author  of  every  good  gift  alone,  we  muft  acknow- 
ledge ourfelves  indebted  for  thefe  numerous,  and 
unmerited  indulgcncies.     Alas,  my  brethren !  who  , 
amongfl  us  has  been  ftridly  mindful  of  his  obli- 
gations for  the  me^  or  proportionally  careful,  to 
employ  the  afliftance  of  the  other? 

On  the  juft  review,  then,  of  this  lapfc  of  time, 

we  can  but  condemn  ourfelves,  as  thoughtlefs,  dif- 

'  obedient,   finful   creatures ;    who   have   wafted  a 

valuable  portion  of  the  moft  precious  talent  God 

^can  give  us.    Time,  my  friends,,  is  only  truly  prc- 

^  cious,  as  it  ferves  to  fit  us  for  etbrnity.     It  is 

given  us  for  that  very  eni\  if  it  does  not  contribute 

to 
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to  make  us  wi(e  unio  falvation,  it  is  as  a  jewel 
caft  before  fwine.  But  to  our  (hamc  and  forrow, 
we  muft  confefs,  that  further  than  it  is  engaged  in 
*iDorUly  matters,  this  ineftimable  gift  is  often  confi- 
dercd  as  a  very  burthen  \  there  is  nothing  we  more 
dufi-^  \l  is  an  alarming  and  intel-efting  ifruth  for 
Aofe  to  weigh,  who  do  not  fufficiently  confider 
^t\x  latter  end,  that  a  day  may  come,  unlefs  they 
arc  earned  to  redeem  the  time,  when  they .  will  fo 
fully  fee  the  value  of  this  article,  that  if  they  po(2 
ftffcd  the  riches  of  the  globe,  they  would  gladly 
give  them  dl  to  purchafe  one  Jingle  hour.  Why 
then,  fhould  wc  be  fo  infatuated,  as  to  devote  (b 
much  of  it  to  the  providing  things,  which  one  day 
will  prove  entirely  ufelefs  to  us,  and  negled  the 
benefit  of  that  leifure,  which,  if  well  improved,- 
would  yield  us  treafures  that  will  loft  for  ever? 

That  part  of  our  time  indeed,  which  is  employed 
in  the  neceffary  concerns  of  life,  we  mayhunibly 
tnift,  \%Jafely  ufed  at  lead,  efpccially  if  our  bufinefs 
be  governed  by  upright  principles :  but  even  in  - 
our  temporal  affairs,  if  we  do  not  keep  in  view  the 
grand  concern  of  our  exiftence,  neither  our  prefent 
good  fortune ;  the  fatisfadtion  arifing  from  our  fuc- 
cefs ;  nor  all  our  frugal  cares,  will  ultimately  yield 
more  than  a  deceitful  dream ;  and  whatever  enjoy-  * 
ment  our  induftry,  or  our  talents  may  at  prefent 
produce,  if  we  neglcft  the  one  thing  needful,  all  the 
reft  will  prove  incapable  of  affording  us  one  mo- 
ment's happinefs,  when  time  is  at  an  end. 

Granting,  therefore,  that  men  may  lawfully  give 
up  a  needful  portion  of  their  lives,  in  acquiring 
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arts  and  trades^  in  fitting  themfelves  for  the  varlout 
profeflions  and  callings  of  this  ^dive  fcene,  and 
afterwards^  in  reafonablq  provifions  for  their  fami- 
liesj  and  dependants ;  yet  no  one  will  deny,  but 
that  the  moft  bufy  have  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
time  to  Jpare,  and  if  they  have  any  religious  princi- 
ple alive  in  thep^  they  mult  I^now,  that  for  ibaf 
tlity  will  be  acqountable  to  God,  as  well  as  for  the 
honeft  management  of  their  common  affairs.  The 
^Qeftion  therefore  isj  how  they  employ  ibaS  lime  f 

It  would  be  uCelefs^  in  fuch  a  community  as  purs, 
(coR^)ofed  of  humble  charaAers^  who  if  they  will 
live  at  all^  cannot  abufe  fo  much  of  this  rare  talent 
as  their  fuperiors)  to  dwell  particularly,  on  the  fcan- 
dalouf  ^d  fhocjcing  pradice  of  many  in  higher 
li^j  i^  this  refpedi.  When  we  confider  the  crinnfe 
that  tl^qufands  of  tljiis  order j  are  guilty  of,  we  can 
hardly  think  t,ha;t  they  believe  there  is  any  oilier  life 
l^utt  T^is*  Either  their  notions  of  GxDd^  and  )iea« 
yenly  happinefs,  muft  be  moft  contradidory  to  the 
r^l  nature  of  each,  or  we  mufl  conclude  th^m 
dead  to  all  fenfe  of  z purer,  and  more  perfed  ft^te  of 
beings  hereafter.  They  are  fo  blinded  and  deluded 
by  the  falfe  afid  fleeting  pleafures  of  this  Hate,  that 
they  think  of  nothing  le/s,  than  Jetting  their  afffc^ 
tipns  on  things  above,  and  dieir  improper  love  of  the 
ivorld  renders  them  at  enmity  with  God.  And 
ivhat  is  the  prefeni  cpnfequence  of  this  their  nnad 
devotion  to  all  thefe  vanities  ?  Why,  as  it  is  im- 
pofliblc  that  tl^c  flrength  and  Tpirits  of  manj  can 
fupport  the  continual  round  of  riot,  excefs,  or  even 
the  weight  of  hufinefs^  i|i  which  numbers  are  en- 
gaged^ 
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gaged,  they  are  compelled  to  facrifica^  a  coniicter7 
able  (hare  of  their  time,  to  reft  and  floth.  They 
profanely  overturn  the  very  order  of  nature ;  they 
change  day  into  night ;  they  revel  and  indulge  in 
fenfuality  during  the  appointed  feafon  of  general 
repofe,  and  fhut  out  the  blefTcd  light  of  the  fua» 
while  they  confume  their  hours  in  broken  and  for-* 
bidden  flumbers«  This  indeed,  is  only  a  flight 
iketch  of  the  manner  in  which  this  portion  of  man- 
kmd  perfift  in  murdering  time,  but  it  is  enough  to 
make  us  tremble  for  theic  fate. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  the 
Jower  orders  of  fociety,  though  (as  I  before  ob- 
served,) their  very  fituation  denies  them  fo,^  an 
opportunity  of  tranf^efling  in  this  refpeA,  may 
yet  do  it  as  egeSluaUy,  io  the  ruin  of  tkeir  Joub^  as 
the  moft  wealthy  of  their  Superiors :  and  as  it  ig 
to/ueb  I  now  addrefs  myfelf,  to  their  condition  it 
bdioves  me,  chiefly  to  confine  my  admonitions  and 
remarks. 

It  is  an  argument,  my  brethren,  which  the  moft 
ignorant  amongft  you  will  readily  admit,  that  if  it 
is  the  utmoft  wifdom  for  all  mankind  to  turn  their 
kj/kri  time  to  the  very  beft  accounts,  it  muit  be' 
doubly  finful  to  mfemphy  that  time,  and  difionor 
thoie  feafpns,  which  remind  us  more  efpecially,  of 
the  only  endoi  our  coming  into  the  world ;  of  the 
.  vabte  of  li/e,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  is  expe(51:ed  we 
Ihould  appropriate  every  hour  we  have  to  fpare, 
from  the  unavoidable  bufinefs  of  our  refpecflive 
ftations.  There  is  an  extraordinary  call  upon  us, 
mjr  iriendsj  zt  ilm  particular  feafon  of  the  year,  to 
\j  B  4  con- 
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coniidcr  feriouny  the  meaning  of  the  text,  and  to 
prepare  for  that  night  when  no  man  can  wcrk.  Firft» 
as  wc  are  entering  upon  a  titw  year  of  our  lives  ; 
and  fecondly,  as  you  have  been  fo-  very  lately  in- 
ftruded  ift.the  nature  cf  the  blefled  fcftival  of  bur 
Saviour's  birth.  And  moft  highly  neceffary  is 
fuch  inftrudion,  when  people  are  fo  Ihamcfully 
and  deplorably  ignorant  of  the  pladned  articles  of 
Chriftian  knowledge,  as  moft  vicioudy  to  abufe  the 
defign  of  thofc  holy  ordinances,  and  pcrverfcly 
neglcA  every  happy  opportunity  of  gaining  Chrif- 
tian information.  If  people  did  but  wifely  weigh 
thechief  defign  of  Chrift's  taking  our  nature  upofi 
him,  they  would  foon  be  brought  to  fee  the  abfo- 
lute  mc^ty  rf  working  while  it  is  duvf :  for  one  grand 
ufc.of  our  blefled  Lx>rd  having  condefcended  to 
|uch  an  humble  ftate,  was  purpofcly  to  Imvc  his 
followers,  and  all  the  world,  a  profitable  el^ample 
how  to  condudl  their  lives. — The  Apoftic  admo-* 
niihes  us  to  pqfs  the  time  of  our  Jojounting  here,  in  fear, 
and  he  gives  a  plain,  and  moft  perfualive  rcafbn  to 
induce  us  t»  follow  his  advice,  becaufe  (fav^s  he) 
nx>e  have  no  continuhtg  city,  but  do  feek  one  to  come. 
Now^  my  brethren,  if  we  truly  believed,  both  what. 
our  Saviour  and  his  Apoftles  taught  and  praclifed 
for  our  imitation,  we  ftiould  be  afraid  of  nothing 
more,  than  oi  wafting  time.^  It  may  not  poflibly  be 
in  our  power  always  to  do  what  we  would  exadly 
wiflj  to  do,  but  we  may  always  z&,  according  to 
what  is  immediately  proper  to  our  condition,  as  men 
and  chrifiians;  and  in  this  we  may  take  the  fafeft 
confolation,  that  a  faithful,  and  prudent  difch^r^e 

of 
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^  the  duties  incumbent  on  us,  in  thoft  charaders, 
will  ever  be  well  pleafing  to  the  Moft  High. 

But  to  be  more  particular.  At  this  folemn  feafbn 
of  the  year,  moft  of  the  lower  clslfs  of  people  are 
indulged  by  cuftpm,  in  a  more  than  ordinary*  (hare 
of  leiAire  from  the  exercife  of  their  feverJl  employ-- 
nients ;  it  is  throughout  the  Chriftian  world  confix 
dered  properly,  as  a  feafon  of  rqotcing^  but  furely^ 
my  brethren,  it  requires  but  little  knowledge  to 
underftand  what  Jdnd  of  joy  (hould  mark  the  con- 
dud  of  all  who  have  any  notion  of  the  value  of  their 
fiuh.  The  Apoftle'8  exhorution  is.  Let  us  dognd 
wMe  we  bave  time,  and  the  admonition  in  my  text 
holds  out  the  ftrongeft  motive  to  enforce  it :  for 
$ie  night  cmmetb  when  no  man  can  winrk.^-^But  alas,  mf 
friends,  how  4nelancholy  is  the  oppofite  fa£t  ?  hdw- 
fcandalous  is  the  deportment  of  many  who  woflld' 
be  thought  ChryHans,  while  they  difgrace  the  name 
in  the  grofleft  manner,  *  by  their  licentious  prac- 
tices; and  ix(}io  fadly  prove,  that  thicy  have  no  juft- 
ienfe  of  the  important  bleiUng  of  //W,  by  the 
various  finful  methods  in  which  they  eonfume  it« 
0,  how  low  muft  many  rate  their  vain  pretenfiona 
to  Chriftianity,  weri  they  to  compare  their  thought- 
kY$,  and  fj^quent  profane  behaviour,  upon  the 
return  of  this  happy,  but  ferious  feafon,  to  the 
religious  habits  of  the  earlieft  Chriftian  ages? 
Doubtlefs  even  then,  the  labourer  occaiionally  refted 
from  his  daily  toil,  to  celebrate  the  remembrance 
of  tb^  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  aU  nations.  Doubt- 
lefs, people  feized  this  pleafing  o[^rtunity  of  vifit- 
\ng  their  friends,  from  whom  the  ftated  labours  of 

their 
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llifir  etlKngft  hfi(i  kept  them  ftrangers  for  matvy^ 
months  together.  But  in  wh«t  wnmner  can  we  fup« 
fBh^  (with  My  4^ree  of  reafon  or  propriety  J  that 
ihfy  t»afle4  their  time  on  thofe  pccaiions?  Surely 
9^  in  ^iflblotenefst  and  debauchery  1  not  in  defying 
tbe  liiw#  of  QoA  and  man !  One  principal  employ^ 
mmi:  vf^  flMy  conclude  was^  the  natural  coi\gmtu<P 
Ifiitm  of  ea<;li  other  on  the  bleflTed  hiftory  of  their 
J^fdfciiMf >  hlrthi  and  life ;  /%  gavi  ^ry  /«  G^d  on. 
fifl^s  tbH  hf  \t^^jm  fe^€t  on  i9rth.  and  declared  ia 
ifk  w^adfifulf  wd  m^ciful  a  wanner^  bis  mtm  gMi 
fpitf  If  ^Nirif*  That  they  made  merry^  we  may  well 
«Mgim»  hur  the iir  mirth  wi»  qualified  by  mfim^ 
ffmhuM%  W^  4Ki)r«  ^4n  pf  thmr  reft  from  labour* 
WM  tabe^  up  in  comfortiiig  thamfidvea^  that  though 
frn^t  pjiPiAimept  of  \\m  Jkfi  man'aaiifobediflnce* 
itmtf  ffu*  fco|:$fiicad  t^  4fm  fMr  kca4  in  tbi  Jmat 
$f  fkfir  lnvm  I  yet  by  the  birth  of  ^tficpMd  AdBni>« 
th0  «»rie  ihpMld  not  he  l^/Hng.  The  pQor«  conftdod 
«f>h  ^hv»  that  th^r  AfviVir  was  hrn  pifir^  mA 
lm$4  ^r»  in  order  to  fet  $hen»  4  pattern  of  mr<^ 
tt9fmm^$  m^  due  (utH^Eiiflipn  ri^  th^  wlU  of  ProvL^ 
dfHCf  s  M  ecMCidufi^  rh«fn  by  hin  exaropltf>  thju: 
)iiif9  they  hdd  di&^harged  the  work  9pp#inted  for 
thf»r  /|r^4[/>  thity  0X9«)ld  b^  riewardfid  paft  all  e^- 
prt^ii^,  «od  received  ipt»  glpry^  to  (hare  the  price, 
ojf  their  Kedeeyner's  labors  for  them*  Thqr  who^ 
W^re  in  fi^kiiefsj  or  afiii&ioas  partook  no  lefs  ia 
t^  ge9en»2  cau/e  of  joy»  refle^ling  that  this  feafoI|^ 
xenewcd  the  happy  remeno^raace  of  .tfasir  mxU 
Vf  aait»  whp  was  expofqd  to  fbrrow,  fu&ring>  9nd 
«|i  «Mflfi«r  of  itUf^a^ment,  y^  patiently  fiadunpd 

the 


the  various  miferies  of  human  natuic>  and  even 
death,  that  in  due  time  all  tears  Jbotdd  he  wiped 
from  their  ^ftf.— The  higher  orders,  no  doubts  €;Xf 
prelled  their yoy  in  pious  exultation,  t(iat  they  weri^' 
endued  with  power  of  reiifling  the  dangerous  temp* 
tations  to  which  their  more  b^Tutrdms  flate  expo^ 
diem  J  and  in  celebniting  his  fvaife,  who  had  left, 
on  record»  the  fupporting  hope,  that  it  was  not  Mqp^. 
JihU,  that  tbe.rieb  Jhould  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God, 
however  hard  the  flru^le  might  be  to  matrf.  They 
rejoiced  that  He  lived j  and  died^  to  make  this  ¥^%^ 
8IBLE.  And  they  demonltrated  their  joy  by  tlit 
adual  fruiis  of  fuch  a  faith.  They  confidered  tl^^qi^ 
fel ves  as  ftewards  only,  of  the  good  things  aJllQticfjt 
€9  them  in  this  life,  and  the  ch(eerii^  influence  oC 
t|ieir  mirth  and  hofpitalityj  extended  to  the  incredi^ 
of  thai  feftivityj  which  their  poorer  brethren  copiifl 
not  indulge  mthout  it.  Such  coofiderate  coiadu^ 
of  both  high  and  low»  did  honor  to  the  returns  of 
this  glad  feafon.  The  richj  were  grateful  to  Gpd^: 
aqd  benevolent  towards  their  brethren  %  the  p9Qr> 
were  cheerful  and  contented ;  and  whil#  both  were 
tinder  the  diredion  of  fiich  c^Mtious  principles^  ic 
is  not  likely  ekber  would  difgracefully  i^iippQ^ 
their  common  time^  mMch  lefs  diihpQ^Qr  th«  fe^foa 
of  extraordinary  Jolemmty. 

From  this  ihort  view  of  the  method  in  whiqh  W€ 
may  conclude  the  earlieft  ages  of  chriftianjity 
pqffitd  the  time  rf  their  fi(jpitming  here  on  eart^p  V<t 
will  proceed  to  confider,  the  (hameful  and  alarm^ 
ing  alteration  df  the  general  manners  in  the  frejm0 
^y.    From  the  melanchoi|^  deadnefs  of  the  multi-? 
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tilde  to  any  thingtruly  ferious.and  notwithftanding* 
all  the  means  afforded^  and  the  pains  employed^  to 
roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of  danger,  flowing  from  the 
habitual  profligacy  of  their  lives:  from  the  total 
negledt  of  every  holy  cuftom,  and  the  unfeeling 
pcrfeverance  in  every  indecent  violation  of  religious 
order,  we  may  begin  to  fear,  with  truth,  that  the 
period  of  that  prophecy  is  drawing  near,  which  our 
blefled  Lord  cxpreflTed  in  thefe  alarming  words,  . 
H^ben  the  Son  of  man  eometb^Jhall  be  Jind faith  on  earth  ? 
The  fcandalous  contempt  with  which  too  many 
treat  the  remembrance  of  his  firfi  coming,  argues 
juft  doubt,  whether  they -ever  think  at  all  of  his 
ficondy  and  far  more  ferious  advent.  As  we  are  now 
celebrating  a  feafon  that  fhould  urge  us  to  adopt  a 
holy  courfcof  life,  it  may  help  the  objeft  of  this 
inftrudion,  to  take  a  fhprt  ahd  candid  examina- 
tion of  the  common  ftandard  of  chriftian  faith,  and 
pradlice,  of  this  very  place  in  which  we  live.  Per- 
haps it  may  pleafe  God  to  open  the  ears  and  eyes,  of 
the  fpiritually  deaf,  and  blind,  when  their  dangej^ 
ous  negligence  is  loudly  founded,  and  the  pidure 
of  their  Ihame,  placed  full  before  them.  In  truth,' 
my  brethren,  it  behoves  the  very  ^5^  of  us  to  prove 
ourfelves  at  all  timeSt  whether  we  be  in  the  faith, 
and,  as  the  anfwer  of  our,  confcience  fpeaks,  to 
haften  and  corred,  or  to  improve  our  ftate.  "  If 
Ghrifl:  then  (hould  nw)  come,  would  he  And  faith  in 
usi  What  fruits  of  faith  have  we  to  Jhew?**  For 
our  Lord's  afliirance  is,  that  by  their  fruits  yejhall 
know  them.  How  few  of  you  are  there,  who  truly 
look  upon  this  life,  only  as  a  paflage  to  a  better? 

Ahs^ 
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Ala8>  if  you  dii^  would  you  Hot  make  fome  prep4r 
ration  for  it  ?  Can  any  perfon»  pofTeffing  a  juft  fenie 
of  what  muft  come  hereafter  upon  the  ungodly^ 
forbear  being  Ihocked  to  view  the  brutal  tondud:  of 
numbers  of  their  fellpw  creatures j  abufing  the 
Icifure  now  afforded  them^  in  the  indulgence  of 
every  kind  of  vice?  confuming  their  time  aqd 
money  in  rendering  themfelves  much  filthier  than 
the  very  brutes  that  perifii ;  difordering  the  noblcft 
&culty  of  their  nature^  (reafoo)  fo  as  tp  be  loft  to 
every  fcnfe  of  <^ecency,  and  moral  government; 
nay»  hazarding  their  very  liveSj  in.  drunken  broils^ 
•  and  ftarving  their  needy  families^  to  furfeit  their  un- 
j^uly  appetites  with  liquor^  which  they  can  ;io  longer^ 
reUJb?  in  fliort,  they  diAonor  the  very  name  of 
men.  If  the  Savior  of  the  world  was  now  to  come^ 
could  he  czW  Jucb  hi&/aitbful  fervants  ?  And  can  any 
thing  be  more  terrible,  than  the  certainty  of  what 
.  muft  be  their  fate  ?  He  would  cut  them  afmder^  and 
appoint  their  portion  with  the  hypocrites.  In  truths  my 
brethren^  all  who  thus  foully  abufe  the  feafon  of 
their  Redeemer's  birth ;  all  who  wilfully  refufe  to 
know  Chrift  now,  depend  upon  h.  He  will  not 
know  them  at  the  day  of  his  appearing  to  judge  the 
world.  Hear  his  own  words.  Depart  from  me  ye  curfed, 
for  I  knw)  you  not.  Can  you  refrain  ftluddering  at 
this  fentence,  if  you  think  at  all  ?  Your  own  reafon 
muft  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  it,  and  of  the 
neceility  of  the  feparation  of  the  godly  from  the 
wicked.  Alk  yourfelves  this  fingle,  eafy  queftion : 
Would  any  man,  poiTefling  a  grain  of  modefty,  and 
good  fenfe>be  willing  to  be  brought  before  an  earthly 
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fypitior  when  iMmitated,  in  order  ta  recomnitikf 
liimfelf  to  any  defirable  favor^  or  prateftUin? 
Would  fud)  a  mad^  and  infoient  projcd,  deCctvc 
^t^tUndntf^t  Would  ic  not  be  both  defying  their 
4iUfb&fity,  and  deff^flng  their  advki?  And  think 
yott^  that  the  f^tlefs  Larnb  of  Godj  who  livid  an 
hamblelifbk  and  died  a^  miferable  death;  to  procure 
yoii  both  mcAns^  aift)  po^^r^  to  ov<eKomfc  your  viteft, 
can'pbflibly;tkifke  pleafure  in  the  polluted  fpirit  of 
dny  iinfiil  creature?  Truft  me^  as; fure  aft  the  Son 
ofi  God  eicCeeds  the  fons  of  Mth  in  purity^  and 
perfe<^on,  fo' certain  4s  ^itj  that  an  habitual  (inner 
t»9ll  nev^t^  b^  able  to  fknd  before  the  j^fence 
of  God>  and  live.  Hid  femence  will  be  eimnnt 
fimiJlMmf,  ^  eUdlefs  loi^  of  every  c<>n$fort;  this 
the  fcriptiirft  terms  thef  /econd  dittth,  aiid  of  whidi 
oor  iodily  deaths  h  but  the  j^j^«  or  imager  Be  not  de^ 
$iived,  my  brethren^  ffeUbfir  drunkSatds,  n&f  Ht^ban^ 
mwgers^  tOr  Hars,  n^ftdfoHe  p&ffoUSy  Jbalt  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God:  Thefe  finful  charadters  form  part 
of  the  black  lift  which  (hall  go  to  their  own  place^ 
and  live  for- ever^  in  mifery  unfpeakable.  Surely, 
then,  it  behoves  men  to  ftrive  to  prevent  fo  terrible 
a  condition.  'It  was  the  gracious  defign  of  the 
Biefifed  Jefus  whom  they  fo  ungratefully  affront,  to 
felcue  them  Jrom  this  danger;  to  provide  a  certain 
remedy  for  them,  and  that  remedy  is  faith  in  his 
promifesj  and  merits^  and  the  grace  of  living  up  to 
his  holy  precepts.  Let  us  pray,  then,  that  we  may 
never  lofc  fight  of  the  terrible  confcquence  of 
falling  from  that  faith;    a  confcquence  fo  truly 

«jdreadful^  that  it  caufedourblefied  Lord  tofay,  that 
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fetite/dkdtfibeelitS,{thnt  \%,t\txStti^oJlm4tpr0rra 
hj  God,  cm  aetdtiht  of  thek^  humbk,  |»dus  oBedi^ 
dice,  and  d^ndenct  on  Ghiiftf s  atonement;  ft 
great  and  general  i^  tfie  de^vky  of  human  na* 
tutej  H>e  Hm  -of  their  iHal  Jbdky  6e  Jhar/mJ.  A 
fnoft  awful  admonition  to  us  oB,  attd  'psartioklwlf 
to  the  hardened  fitmer,  /o  tew*  wAfir  fr  udoy^  ^fincc 
all  experience  fliewstlic  time  mtiftfctAne,  t£*wr  mi 
mancMwork.  Almoft  every houf  df  out- livts  pre- 
sents us  witK  fomc  aiii^it^ning  caution  of  our  ^wk 
fmefiUti  that  out  niglit  is  coming  on  apace^  We 
need  only  look  ihto  tlic  pubHc  prints,  to  fee  thte 
t}ch>  fhepowerfdl,  Ae  learnbd,  tfcfe  ^eat  of -tvery 
tflfcftripldon,  all  equally  yielding  to  the  undiftinguifli^ 
ing  fiiaft  of  death.  And  for  all  who  have  not  dteA 
pjttt  in  Ifidth,  and  rich  in  good  woiics^,  either  of 
zStivt  <i^jrtue,  or  deep  and  ^^tfhial  Ttpentattei^ 
iHiw  d^lorable  it  the  reflexion,  of  wliat  muff  fol* 
low !  What  mufl:  become  of  thofe,  who  though 
profefllng  Chrift's  religion,  have  yct^irf  diid  in  the 
htrd,  nor  tnjoyed  a  redfonable  hope  in  'their  Re- 
dfcewiet*s  YtVerits  ?  Now  zt  x^irf  event  th  tlie  defign 
cf  Providence,  tends  to  the  good  of  thofe  who  are 
inditxed  to  jrofit  by  it,  fo  nothing  is  more  calculated 
to  awaken  us  xhtxijitknefs  and  martaHiy.  .In  ^cvcry 
dying  perfim,  wc  ice  'the  very  pitShire  of  wliat  wfc 
mufi  fubmit  to;  nor  can  I  avoid  obferving.  On 
this  occaiion,  that  the  frequent  an(}  Judden  in- 
ftances  of  <d&?th  ^OUnd  us,  with  the  lingering,  and 
alarming  ftate  of  many  of  our  fellow  creatures, 
holds  out  a  lelTon  of  general,  and  ufeful  warning  to 
the  thoughtlefs,  and  wilful  (inner,  to  reform  his 
^  2  wicked 
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iiricked  ways  immeduUety  *.  Nay,  it  -  muft  engagf 
^en  the  careful  chriftign,  to  examine  bis  (late,  and 
j>repare  for  the  folemn  fiunmons.    As  to  the/mn^, 

.who  can  confider  tbehr  cafe  but  with  the.utmoft 

•  •  •  • 

jiorrorl  To  be  taken  off  fuddenly/  while  in  the 
full  pra(5Uce  of  every  vicious  habit^  thus  to  appear 
.before,  the  Judge  of  dead  and  living,  (for  as  we  die, 
fo  Ihall  we  remain  'till:  the  laft  day.  of  accoqnu)^ 
This  is  enough  to  roufe  the  moft  heedleXs  finnei^ 
and  to  make  the .  ftouteft  offender  tremble !  For  a 
inoft  ftarful  iUng  ii  is^  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Bving  Godj  without  an  intereft  in  the  mediation  of 
Jhis  eternal  Son;  sind  if  through  Him  alone,  the 
rigbtifus  canjcarcily  bejaved^  where,  oh  where,  (hall 
ibe  ungodly,  arid  tbijinner  appear  ?  - 
'  With,  this  moll  awful  imprefHon  upon  your 
minds,  I  will  now  difmifs  you ;  and  having  finifhed 
.the  general  exhortation  to  redeem  the  time,  and  pro- 
vide for  eternity^  I  will  defer  the  remaining  argu^ 
.ments  which  fiiould  induce  us  to  be  moreeameft  in 
the  work,  till  we  meet  again  in  the  afternoon.  Ia 
the  mean  time,  may  the  Lord  give  us  grace  to 
think  duly  on  the  real  ftate  of  our  hearts^  and  to 
confider  the  manifold  errors  of  our  lives,  that  we 
may  happily  gain  ground  while  it  is  day,  and  be 
ever  prepared  for  that  folemn  night  wherein  no  man 
^an  work. 

^  Fieached  ^gmg  a  vcxy  Tickly  feafon* 
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FOR  NEW  YEAR'S  DAY  EVENING; 


The  fame  TexL 

I  CONCLUDED  the  Jlrji  divifion  of  my  di£. 
courfe  on  thefe  woirds,  with  the.  truly  awaken*. 
ing  conlideiation  of  the  finner's  wretched  portion 
in  another  ftate  of  being ;  a  C(mlideration>  my 
brethfept  that  demands  the  utmoft  exertion  of  the 
paftoral  office^  in  order  to  check  the  l&tal  prevalence 
of  vicious  inclination,  in  a  depraved  natui^.  'Nor 
can  it  poffibly  be  reprefented  in  ioc  kigb  cobmrs;  i 
ihall  thevefoi^  introduce  the  remaining  part  of  the 
iiibje^  with  fome  further  ierious  thoughts  upon 
.the  fate  of  thofe  who  Sw  mtbput  Csd  in  the  wa^U, 
and  confequently  devote  themfdves  to  the  purfuits 
^  fenfual  and  iinfut  gratifications.  To  form  a 
foitable  fenfe  of  the  tremendous  fentence  threatened 
by  die  God  of  truth  againft  the  wicked  in  the  life 
votomt,  let  us  for  once  fuppofe  (what  is  indeed 
iippoffible)  that  all  that  is  paft  (hould  be  forghen 
Aeihj  even  wibmt  fepenimicei  or  mcnJm^%  ^\\\^ 
^every  man  of  common  ienfe  muft  fee,  that  to  be  at: 
^,  and  hafgf,  in  any  particular  ftsite,  a  becoming 
fHparatim.  is  pofiti vely  ne^0ary •  I  will  propofe  a 
jexy  plain  cafe  for  your  convidtion  on  this  fubjedt. 

C  Suppofing 
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Suppofing  any  poor  man  amongft  you  was  inftantly 
fummoned  to  appear  before  his /overeign,  and  all 
his  nobles  and  learned  judges^  for  the  purpofe  of 
conferring  upon  him  the  tomoji  ilegree  ofbapfinejs  he 
could  wjbt  but  upon  this  condition  only,  that  he  was 
in  fome  good  meafure  capable  of  entering  into,  and 
enjoying  all  the  various  fubje<fb  of  their  elegant^ 
and  accompliihed  convcrfation,  and  of  behaving 
with  the  propriety  and  eqfe  of  thefe  his  new  compa* 
nions.     Were  this  the  cafe  of  any  of  the  defcription 
I  have  namedj  furely  he  would  find  himfelf  in  a 
mod  aukwardjituationi  he  would  be  far  from  happy; 
and  with  the  profped]:  of  fo  many  delirable  pronAfes 
and  pojf^ns^  he  could  not  but  lament  moil  deeply, 
'that  he  had  not  h^ore  been  regularly  prepared  to 
relifli  this  ntw  con£tion,  efpecially  if  frequent  op- 
portunities had  been  afforded  him  to  render  himfelf 
at  leaftj  an  objcA  of  kind  regard,  inftead  of  their 
difguft,  but  which  he  had  conftantly  and  wilfully 
neglected.    In  (hort»  you  muft  acknowledge,  that 
fucHa  perfon^  without  Ibme  previous  qualification, 
would  juflly  forfeit  all  his  hopes j  and  be  moll  refliefs, 
while  he  (laid  among  fuch  very  unequal  compa- 
nions.    Let  us  now  4^y  this.     In  like  nianner,  be 
alTured  then^  my  brethren,  whoever  goes  hence 
without  having  procured  the  wedding  garment^  fb 
necefiary  to  equip  him  for  the  heavenly  feaft,  fir 
,theJociety  of  angels^  and  the  fouls  of  tbeju/i  made  jVir- 
feS^  he  will  be  as  ceruinly  .fliut.  out  from  being  a 
proper  gueft  above»  (be  his  condition  now  either 
.  high  or  JpWy  rich  or  poorj  as  the  dirty,  mde,  and 

ignorant 
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ignorant  clown,  would  be  defervedly  difmifled  the 
prefcnce  of  a  royal  courts  or  company^  for  ven- 
turing to  appear  fo  very  ill  accomplifhed  for  any 
£iVor  or  employment  in  fuch  elevated  flations. 

Again^  the  Jrnner  may  judge  of  the  truth  of  this* 
from  theconfcioufnefs  he  feels  when  accidentally  ia 
the  company  of  ferious,  and  holy  minded  people  i 
from  the  unwillingnefs  he  experiences  on  all  occa- 
fiohs^  to  join  in  religious  exercifesj  asalfo  from  his 
cagernefs  to  be  difmifled  from  them.     Thefe  tells 
afford  a  fure  anfwer  to  his  own  confciencCj  that  a 
fuitable  temper^  and  praSicey  are  indifpenfable  to 
render  religion  pleafant  even  berii  and  confequently* 
if  we  are  wholly  averfe  and  unaccuftomed,  to  godly 
thoughts  and  works  at  prefent,  we  (hall  prove  much 
more  unqualified  for  the  perfedt  enjoyment  of  all 
that  is  wife,  and  good  hereafter;  if  we  leave  this 
world  with  our  fouls  wrapped  up  in  every  thing  elfe 
but  that  which  alone  is  neceflary  to  prepare  us  for 
the  happinefs   of  heaven.     Here,  then^  while  in 
the  body,  we  are  to  fit  ourfelvcs  for  the  more  per- 
fcft  Hate,  for  which  we  were  at  firft  created,  and 
which  God  in  mercy  ftill  defigns  us  when  we  die, 
provided  we  employ  the  means  his  gracious  goodnefs 
has  contrived  to  bring  us  thither.    And  well  may 
all  who  have  never  pradlifed,  or  conHdercd  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  this  preparation,  lament  in  bittemefs  of 
foul,  when  they  come  to  die,  what  will  become  of 
them«  or  what  they  (hall  do  in  another  world.     Be 
advifed  then,  my  friends,  in  time ;  firive  to  work 
while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  eon^th  when  n»  man  cof^ 
worii. 

C  2  Now 
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■  Now  iht  rtibft  w^rychriftittn  living,  is  equall/ 
filtcfcfted  in  this  caution  ;  anti  it  will  greatly  profit 
htm  to  attend  to  the  afFefting  Tcenes  of  decaying 
nature,  which  daily  and  hourly  prefent  themfclves 
for  his  Ihftrudlion.  The  flill  iand  regular  cxcrcife 
of  Our  chriflian  feith,  my  brethren,  is  whUt  we  all 
iniift  mind  alike ;  and  ias  ft  is  highly  proper 'that 
you  fholild'be  prevented  from  liVingin  a  dangerous 
fecurify,  it  is  incumbent  onnte  to  point  out  to  you, 
wherein  that  faith  confifts.  Take  notice,  then,  that 
It  is  not  a  fnere  bilirf  that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into 
the  -world  on,  or  about  this  time;  or  that  hediedto 
rtake  latisfeftion  to  God*s  juftice  for  the  crcature^s 
]Epi11  frtttn  original  pcrfeftion ;  nor  even  that  this 
fefiifeftibn  (or  the  merits  6f  his  fac^rifice)  arc  all- 
ftifficient  to  atofie  for  the  fins  of  the  whbfe  world, 
(that  is,  for  all  them  in  it  ^o  have  obtained  an 
tntercfi  in  thegofpel  covenant  r)  for  though  all  this 
inujtbeielieved,  axid  is  an  effeiitial /^r/ of  faith,  yet 
it  is  not  the  wbdk  of  it.  Free,  Javing  faith,  in- 
cludes the  belief' of  the  entire  pjpel,  all  the  w»^*- 
tions  of  ifi  Ao  lefs  than  the  original  d^gn  and  caufc 
•of  it :  viz.  the  mtrcifiil  gbod-will  of  God  towards 
man,  and  the  perfbnal  merits  of  the  Redeemer.  1 
'  What  thth,  (may  fome' enquire,)  is  a  perfeS, 
tinfinning  obedience  ftill  expefted  of  the  creature? 
Ko ;  that  is  impoffible,  while  in  the  body.  We  arc 
no  longer  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.  The-frcfc 
.  Vnercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  has  delivered  \as  froiti  the 
'txtreme  rigbur  of  the  law ;  the  favor  obtained  for 
His,  by  the  Redeemer's  faiisfaTftion,  hai  covered  us 

•from 
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fro^i  ^  icvcruy  of  th^  band-writing  .^aiffft  us. 
What,  theiiy  oaay  w^^  /;&^/  ^r^c^.  m^fy  qbaund?  God 
firUd!  A  finccre  obedience  is  ftill  r^quirc^  of  us  ; 
wc  are  to  do  every  ^xxvgffiithfufly^  yfc:hich  \ye  flja^ 
ourfelves  either  difpofcd,  or  enakUd  to  do».  This  ne*- 
ceflary  duty  confirms  the  truth  of  its  beicig  Godwkp 
wcrkab  M  m  both  to  will  and;  iq  do  y  and  hereio  we 
plainly  perceive  the  meaniijig  of,  ^o  bim  wbo  bafb, 
to  bim  Jball  be  given.  This  entirely  rccpncilcs  Jree 
grcce  with  fru  will.  By  this,  we  fkcw  tha^t  wc  be- 
lieve clie  gofpcl,  and  that  th^e  fpirit  of  it  is  alive  in 
us.  Fpr,  as  the  Appflle  fpeaks.  Hi  is  net  a  Jexv  wbo 
is  one  outf^ardfy,  neither  is  any  one  a  Chriftian  but 
he  who  is  one  inwardly ;  for  the  circumcifion  of  the 
one,  and  the.  baptifm  of  the  other,  muft  be  fonie- 
thiqg  mof e  th^n  the  bare  outward Jeal  of  the  cove- 
nant that  men  have  entered  into,  or  it  will  profit 
them  nough;.  It  muft  be  the  cbange  of  bears  work- 
ing through  the  fpirit  of  the  covenant,'  and  not 
in  tbe  letter  only,  wbo/e  praife  is  not  of  mert^  hut  of  God. 
Such  a  change,  will  promote  2i  patient  continuance  in 
well  doings  and  thereby  preparing  them  for  gIory> 
honor,  and  immortality,  will  aiTure  their  reapii^ 
,  the  reward  of  eternal  life.  It  is  the  effed  of  tbis 
faitb  which  the  Apoftle,  in  another  part  of  this 
chapter,  (Rom.  ii.  i6.)  ftiles  bis  Go/pel^  hy  wbicb 
God  fball  judge  tbefecrets  of  men  by  Jefiis  Cbrift^  at  tbe 
hfi  day.  This  again,  in  Rom.  xvi.  25.  he  calls 
tbe  preacbmg  rf  Jejus  Cbrift^  according  to  tbe  myftery 
pfbicb  was  kept  Jecrei  fince  tbe  world  began,  bift  now  is 
9kkli  man^ffi  ly  tbefcriptures  of  tbe  Propbets^  accord^ 
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ing  to  the  commandment  of  the  eoerlajiing  GoJ,  made 
doiGwn  to  all  nations  for  tbS  obedience  of  the  faith. 

So  that  you  fee^  according  to  the  will  of  God ; 
the  preaching  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chriil;  and  the  de-» 
claration  of  his  Prophets  and  Apollles ;  it  is  the 
obedience  of  the  faiths  that  proves  the  life  of  faith* 
In  this  renfe>  it  is  moft  true>  that  by  faith  alone  we 
are  faved.  ^is  is  the  fiiith  that  juftifiesj  and 
prepares  us  for  a  place  in  God*s  kingdom ;  that 
faith  in  Chrift^  which  guardeth  from  the  com^ 
miffim  of  fin^  as  well  as  cleanfeth  from  original^ 
and  inherent  imperfe&ion ;  even  fuch  a  faith  (as 
before  obferved)  which  comprehends  the  whole 
defign  and  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel  taken  together,  as 
mr  rule  of  life  now,  and  tht  feal  of  our  acceptance 
hereafter.  For  God  ttrill  render  unto  every  man  accord^ 
ing  to  bis  deeds  I  and  as  for  thofe  who  obey  not  the  truth, 
hit  follow  after  unrighteoufnefs,  (let  them  believe  what 
clfe  they  can)  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and 
anguijbfiall  be  their  portion,  as  it  will  of  every  foul  that 
doth  evil. 

By  this  time,  then,  you  muft  be  fenfible,  my 
brethren,  that  it  behoves  us  to  examine  clofely,  the 
nature  of  our  faith,  and  not  to  be  puffed  up  with 
falfe  fecurity.  And  if  we  do  this  as  we  ought,  the 
confequence  will  naturally  be  fuch  conf^m  and 
humility,  as  will  in  time  brihg  forth  the  genuine 
fruits  of  the  fpirit.  To  this  good  end,  the  truly 
contrite  chriflian,  will  occaiionally  try  the  progrefs 
of  this  flate  by  fome  fuch  fhort  examinations  as 
thefe  following :— ^'  Do  I  fufficiently  believe,  that  in 

every 
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every  particular  refpeft  which  the  wifdom  of  Gbd 
fees  befi  for  me,  Imuftfuffer  with  Jefus  Omft^  hfan 
Icon  reign  with  bim?    Have  I  fully  confidered  this 
worlds  as  it  is  a  ftate  of  trial,  and  a  deceitful  ap« 
pearance^  as  to  any  real  good,  and  death  as  the  en- 
trance into  lading  happinefs?    Do  I  live  by  faith  ? 
that  is«  Do  the  promifes  and  thVeatenings  of  the 
Gofpel  work  upon  my  mind^  to  obey  God^  and 
avoid  evil  ?  or  am  I  no  farther  convinced  by  it  of 
the  truthj  than  to  hold  the  truth  in  unri^teouf^ 
nefs ;  that  is,  while  I  Mieve  the  faffs  of  the  Gofpel, 
to  live  in  contradiHion  to  all  its  holy  rules  ?  •  Has 
this  faith  produced  in  me  fuch  a  conftant  care  for 
my  eternal  intereft,  as  to  render  me  fond  of  the 
truths  it  holds  out  to  me  ?     Have  I  been  as  eameft 
to  nourifh,  or  fupply  my  foul  with  holy  exercifes^ 
as  to  fupport  my  body  by  proper  food  ?    Have  I 
made  it  a  conftant  cuftom  to  fee  all  things  in  the 
light  of  faith  ?  in  other  words,  to  long  after  the 
invifible  things  it  promifes,  and  to  fet  my  aflfec* 
tions  more  on  things  above,  than  on  the  things  of 
this  world  ?     Have  I  correftcd  all  my  opinions  by 
this  rule,  and  ufed  it  as  a  never-failing  guide  in  the 
midft  of  all  the  darkhefs  of  my  mind  ?•*   Whatever 
ferious  chriftian  will  venture  to  try  himfelf  by  this 
enquiry,  he  will  readily  difcover  all  his  wants,  and 
how  fkr  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  hath  really  wrought 
upon  bis  fpirit ;  how  truly  he  may  b^  faid  to  Uv^  \x\ 
the  Lord,  and  confcquently^  what  fliare  of  hope  he 
has  of  dfing  in  the  Lord.     Such  an  examination 
will  render  him  both  grateful  and  humble:  in 
whatever  degree  he  has  advanced,  he  will  place  all 
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to  thfc  glory  of  God ;  and  wherever  he  U  deficient^ 
he  will  cry,  G^d  be  merdful  te  me  ajmner.  In  this 
manner  will  every  rational  Chriftian  keep  trinHning 
his  lamp,  'till  the  Lord  fliall  pkafe  to  call  him  to 
the  wedding  fupper  i  and  if  he  is  found  wuithmg^ 
the  Mailer  is  faithful,  and  will  admit  him  into  his 
reft.  Some  fuch  frequent  trial  (depend  upon  it» 
my  brethren)  is  needftil  for  the^^  to  ufe,  to  keep 
the  work  of  faith  alive  within  them,  and  to  avoid 
finking  into  a  dangerous  lecurity,  the  dreadful 
eSe&  of  unfound  principles.  Now  if  the  hefi  need 
this^  whit  judgment  can  we  reafonably  form  of  the 
generality  cX,  thofe  called  Chriftians  ?  Alas  !  the 
greater  part  of  them  thus  named,  if  we  judge  (as 
wc  juftly  may)  of  r\i€\x  faiih  by  their  praSke^  wc 
muft  pronouAce  to  have  rto  faving  faith  «/  M. 

What  remains  t^  complete  my  prefent  exhorta- 
tion is,  to  fubmit  to  your  further  confideration  a 
few  words  d(  advice,  particularly  adapted  to  our 
entering  upon  another  year  of  our  lives;  and  with 
which  (as  at  firft  propofed)  I  fhall  conclude  my 
difcouHe. 

All  perfons  then,  who  are  truly  fenfible  of  the 
mcerldiHty  of  life,  will  naturally  wifli  to  rediem  the 
tme  i  and  the  only  way  to  do  tbai^  is  to  repent  moft 
heartily  of  our  pad  fins  and  failings,  and  to  u(e 
every  poflible  method  of  improving  the  prefent  time» 
that  we  may  have  lefs  to  lament,  ibould  we  be 
Cpared  to  metier  year,  than  we  have  for  tbdt^  which 
we  can  fnver  recaii.  Now  the  Ihorteft  and  plained 
method  of  effeAing  this,  is  to  propofe  to  ourftl  ves 
a  few  urticjea  of  ffuertti  enquiry,  both  concemiog 
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odr  fratiigreifions  of  every  ktnd  and  degice,  as 
likewife  refpecfling  the  (late  of  our  advancement  ki 
dtiFercBt  ducks ;  and  then  to  lay  down  fome  form 
of  pioiH  refodution  for  our  future  condud:»  and 
watch  and  piay^  that  we  may  be  £iitfafui  in  the  dif- 
churge  of  it. 

I.  Can  any  among  you  fafely  fay,  that  you 
have  humbly  lived  up  to  that  meafure  of  light  God 
has  already  giv^o  you  ?  Have  jou  diligently  em- 
ployed all  the  various  means  of  grace  He  has  ap- 
pointed for  your  fpiritnal  inftrudbon  and  impfove- 
meat  ?  On  the  contrary.  Have  you  not,  in  many 
inftances,  tranfgrefled  againft  the  didkates  of  your 
own  confcience,  and  wilfully  flighted  abundant 
joppottunaties  of  acquiring  rdigioos  informatioa, 
and  being  taught  how  to  grow  better  ?  All  who 
ftand  thus  ccmdeMoed,  mufl  cooled  their  ungrate- 
fid  negligence,  and  ftrive  to  amend  it  with  the 
utmoft  care.  Further,  I  would  wifh  you  to  rc- 
ornnber,  upon  this  particular  head,  the  force  of 
the  Ibllowii^  maxim ;  ''  that  to  ncgled  the  meMs 
of  grace,  and  to  trufl  to  a  flothful  dependence  upon 
God's /rwt,  is  wilfully  to  tm^  God/'  (2.)  After 
Mfiffitig  our  manifold  (ins,  negligences,  and  igno- 
rances, which  twttY  real  Chriftian  muft  be  fenfible. 
is  one  poiitive  condition  of  their  forgivenefsi  the 
next  wife  meafure  will  be,  to  begin  a  r^ular  en- 
deavor (attended  with  coniiant  application  to  God 
forhdp)  to  r£pmr  the  faults  One  very  profitable 
expedient  td.  this  end,  and  ^krh  I  have  fiequently 
propped  and  enforced  from  this  place,  at  this  re- 
turning feafoD*  isi  to  fiit  on  £)me  adual  Work  of 
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Chriftian  advancement^  and  purfue  it  with  ftedfaft 
and  pious  zeal. 

Jn  my  publick  capacity^  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fet  you  an  humble  examfle  of  this  nature^  by  fixing 
upon  different  modes  of  general  improvement  in 
Chriftian  knowledge,  delivered  weekly  iorjitne  years 
faft.    And  though  few,  comparaiiveiy,  have  judged 
it  needful  ta  attend,  yet  the  endeavour,  I  hope,  will 
not  be  wholly  thrown  away  on  others.    The  firft 
year  I  delivered  a  courfe  of  ledures  on  the  Cbitrdf 
Catecbifm ;  the  next,  a  plain  expofition  of  the  New 
^ejiamenti  and  this  year,  I  purpofe  (with  God's 
blefling)   to  give  you,  every  Friday  evening,  a 
full  and  fcriptunil  expofition  of  our  whole  Book  rf 
Common  Frayer.    In  this  undertaking  I  hope  to 
convey,  to  every  attentive  and  flieady  member  of 
cur  Church,  fuch  a  ihare  of  ufeful  information  as 
the  prefent  times  feem  greatly  to  require,  when  the 
minds  of  the  people  are  daily  weaning  from  their 
cfteem  of  our  pious  eftablilhment,  through  ipio^ 
red/ice^  or  the  artful  delufion  of  its  enemies.     Thefe 
talks,  humble  and  imperfeA,  as  I  am  very  con- 
fcious  they  are  in  tbemfehes^  I  can  alTure  you,  have 
occafionally  aflforded  myfelf  confiderable  relief  of 
confcience ;  and  I  am  thereby  fo  convinced  of  the 
value  of  this  general  plan  I  am  recommending,  for 
the  pradlice  of  each  private  perfbn  in  the  congre- 
gation, that  I  may  fafely  pronounce,  if  every  one 
of  you  had  adopted  it  with  vigour,  and  fteadily 
improved  it,  from  the  beginning  of  every  year, 
fince  you  have  been  accountable  to  God  for  the  abufe 
of  his  ordinances^  and  the  violation  of  his  com-* 
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mandments,  unavoidable  advancement  muft  have 
been  made  both  in  religious  Icnowledge  and  Chrif- 
dan  pTZ&icc.  How  eafy  ihould  we  have  gradually 
found  the  exercifp  of  piety,  and  all  good  worksj 
from  which  many  of  us  continue  fo  lamentably 
averfe,  and  which  remain  ftiil  to  be  learnt  aiid 
pradlifedj  or  they  can  never  expe&  God*s  favor 
now,  or  the  enjoyment  of  heaven:  hereafter?  If 
all,  I  iky,  my  brethren,  who  call  themfelves  Chrif- 
tians,  had  determined,  on  entering  another  year  of 
their  lives,  to  forfake  fome  darling  fin,  and  begin 
fome  virtuous  courfe  of  adion  ^  to  corrp^t  fome 
religious  negleft,  and  to  obey  fome  positive  pre* 
cept  of  God's  law ;  O*  whata  blefled  change  ihould 
we  have  witneifed  in  each  other,  even  during  the 
Ihort  period  of  our  acquaintance !  Now  the  ne« 
ceflity  of  the  rule  will  appear  yet  ilronger,  when  wc 
refled,  chat  none  can  plead  ignorance  of  their  many 
and  grievous  errors,  or  want  of  means  znd  power  (if 
duly  uied  and  aiked)  to  enable  them  to  apply  the 
remedf.  Permit  me  to  give  you  an  inilance  in  both 
kinds,  which,  if  you  have  grace  to  attend  to,  will 
doubtlefs  prove,  by  your  own  inward  peace,  the 
truth  of  my  remarks.  Firil,  Let  all  who  are  con- 
jcious  of  their  remiiTnefs  as  to  the  meoHs^  become 
more  conftant  in  attending  upon  divine  fervice,  and 
in  paying  a  moil  religious  veneration  to  the  fabbath-day 
pariiailarfy^  and  all  the  duties  of  it.  If  people  duly 
coniidered  to  wbofe  houfe  they  were  coming,  and 
into  whofe  frefence  they  were  approaching,  before 
they  fet  out  to  come  to  churchy  it  could  not  fail  to 
effeft  a  more  early ^  and  decent  attendance  there>  than 
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many>  citha  from  ignorance^  and  gro^  ftupidjity^ 
or  unhappy  total  want  of  thought^  are  frequently 
apt  to  difcover.  It  is  extremely  injurious  to  the 
public  fblemnity  of  divine  worfhip^  and  no  lefs  fo 
to  the  fpirit  of  private  devotion^  to  be  negledful  in 
thi^  refpe£t.  Calmmfs  and  tampfwre^ .  is  the  proper 
preparation  for  religisus  employment;  burry  and 
tonjujim  iarour  too  much  c^  feliifh,  worldly^  and 
temporal  zeal.  Of  iuch  improper  and  blameabl^ 
condudl^  we  may  judge  by  the  different  behavior 
men  (hew  to  their  eartbfy  fiferiors^  and  the  cha* 
fader  it  would  deferve  if  pradifed  towards  them. 
If  our  neighbor  invites  us  to  a  fcallj  and  we  come 
when  it  is  bi^  $ver,  1  need  not  tell  any  of  you^ 
what  cifffun  we  fhould  deferve  in  fuch  a  cafe.  It 
would  be  a  mark  of  grofs  contempt,  and  render  us 
undeferving  a  fecond  invitation.  Thus  we  cannot 
be  too  careful  of  duly  profiting  by  this,  and  every 
other  orderly  and  convenient  of^rtunity  of  increaf- 
ing  in  faith  and  holinefs ;  {forfaUb  cometb  iy  bearing 
the  v^ordofGad)  Lfay  cthvemeut  and  orderly,  becaufe  J 
think  it  inexpedient  and  injudicious,  to  impofe  bur- 
thens we  are  not  able  to  bear;  and  if  we  wilfully  fligjbt 
the  regular,  and  wholefome  provifion  our  holy 
church  hath  made  for  our  fpiritual  improvements 
and  depend  on  oiber  methods  of  our  ium  inva^im,  it 
is  to  be  feared  we  fhali  be  found  aifuming  an  autho- 
rity we  cannot  juftify,  upc^n  the  folid  princijdes  of 
Jcriptural/ubcrdiHatimi  (but  this  by  the  way.)  One 
part  of  grofs  n^ledl  as  to  public  worlhip  being  cor- 
xeded,  a  moft  valuable  point  will  be  gained  indeed ! 
{a.)  I  would  moft  eameftly  recommend  the  general 
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etercHe  of  FAMiLr  praysr  in  sll  your  hoitfi^  1 
rruft  it  has  been  fofikriently, proved  to  you»  in  a 
little  book  I  gave  you  fome  time  bslck>  that  thi^ 
is  an  indi/peitfabU  duty  in  all  Chriftians,  and  rxA^ 
be  reduced  to  praAice  without  the  fmalleft  worUfy 
inconvenience/ which  is  too  common  an  excufe  fdr 
the  negI«<ft'of'many  pious  exercifeaj  that  would 
tappily  fit  us  for  the  hleffed  work  in  which  f  if  wc 
are  faved)  we  (ball  be  employed  to.  endlefs  agesi 
when  all  our  years  (hall  have  an  end« .  Call  a  ^^w 
IninUtes,  twice  a  day,  be  thought  too  much  to  thiuik 
God  for  all  his  undeferved  mdrcits.  and  crave  hii; 
further  care  of  you  ?  but  if  it  be  too  hafrd  a  talk  tp 
read  and  learnt  fuch  fliort  addrefTes  as -may  be  i|(^ 
on  this  occafion^  were  you  only  to  repieat  the  Lof4*B 
Prayer  rtgdarly  and  dsvontfy,  with  all  your  family 
and  ferrants  decently  aflcmibledj  depend  i|p6n  it» 
this  pious  habit  would  produce  a  lyooderful  e0e& 
both  in  your  own  mindsj  and  thofe  who(e  condud 
is  more  direded  by  your  example  ^f  every  kind«  tkni 
{MtDbabiy  you  are  aware ;  and  for  whofe  mifcondui^, 
proceeding  'from  any  wilful  negleft  of  politivc 
daty,  you  certainly  will  be  in  ibme  djsgree  hq- 
countflble. 

How  abfurd  and  tnfufficient  tjie  excufes  many 
make  for  this  omiflionj  might  eafily  be  pioved,  if 
time  were  al&wed. 

But  after  all  that  has  been  faidj.  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  at  prefent  to  obferve,  that«  as^  we  are.  liable  Ho 
ten  tfaoufimd  accidents ;  as  the  favor  of  the  (kme 
all ^werftil  Being  is  equally  at  ail  HAes  noceflkry 
for  our  prdcrvation  and  iuccefs :  in  fiiort^  as  in 
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the  midfi  of  life  we  are  in  deaths  it  behoves  us  alwi^s 
to  be  upon  our  guards  and  to  accufiom  ourfelves  to 
every  preparation  for  a  better  ftate,  that  in  cafe  of 
being  called  a^vay,  we  may  he  found  watci^ing.  But 
fuppofing  we  were  even  afiured  of  a  very  long  con- 
tinuance on  this  fcene  of  trials  is  nothing  due  from 
graiimde  for  that  life,  and  every  other  blefling  we 
enjoy  ?  Let  me  intreat  you  then,  my  brethren,  to 
try  the  value  of  this  Chriftian  duty,  and  truft  me, 
you  will  find  it  of  confiderable  importance  in  for- 
warding the  growth  of  many  other  graces.  Wbai 
is  f  leafing  to  God  muft  produce  a  good  effeSl^  You  are 
"very  fenfible^  that  few  of  your  humble  dependants, 
•either  can^  or  will  pray,  if  left  to  themfdves ;  by  this 
becoming  cui^om,  you  will  oblige  them  to  fomc 
fort  of  acknowledgment  of  that  glorious  God, 
whom  it  is  our  greateft  wifdom  to  fear  and.  ferve ; 
you  will  remind  them  of  their  continual  depend- 
ance  upon  Him,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have 
pur  being.  In  (hort,  did  no  other  benefit  enfue, 
you  will  gain  the  important  point  of  having  your 
confcience  free  in  this  refpecft ;  you  will  have  given 
this  bounden  mark  of  faidifulnefs  in  your  cajling, 
and  veneration  to  the  Most  High,  and  one  ccr#- 
tain  confi^quence  will  be,  his  fiivor  to  yourfelves, 
and  children. 

To  conclude.  All  who  are  happily  enlightened 
ChrifiJans,  cannot  fail  to  feel  the  burthen*  of  their 
fins,  and  the  great  neceflity  of  daily  progrefs  in 
holinefs  of  life.  As  for  our  faults,  the  very  beft 
muft  own  they  are  many  in  number,  great  againfi  God, 
and  grievous  to  ourfelves.    As  to  our  virtues^  com-  ' 
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FARATiVELY}  they  are  as  a  grain  of  fand  in  propor- 
tion to  our  offehces.    Pr  a  y  er  is  the  appointed  means 
of  procuring  pardon  for  the  <me^  and  the  increafe  of 
the  otber.     It  is  the  glorious  privilege  vouchfafed 
by  a  gracious  God  to.  frail  and  undeferving  creatures^ 
of  pleading  for  the  blefling  of  his  promifes^  and 
converiing  with  their  Creator.    Our  regular  ufe 
of  it  is  an  eflential  mark  of  OMvfaiib  in  thofe  proi 
mifes ;  and  is  one  condition  on  which  they  will 
be  fulfilled.     In  proportion  as  we'  pray  conftantly^ 
and  iincerely,  we  may  build  a  ftedfaft  hope  that  we 
partake  of  the  healing  influence  of  God's  good 
Ipiidt  i  aiid  that  for  this  plain  reafon  \  it  is  impofl 
fible  that  we  can  poifefs  any  real  go$d  but  what  we 
have  received,"  either  befarei  or  ifier  the  fall  of  our 
flirft  parents.    The  JSrJi  gift  we  know  was  forfeUed. 
If  then  we  have  any  nvu)^  it  mull  be  ffom  a  renewed 
power.    Every  good  difpofition  or  defire  muft  ne- 
ceilarily  proceed  from  God ;  from  the  operation  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  miod ;  and  it  is  equally 
true,  that  all  men  occaiioilally  have  experienced  this 
in  afuflicient  meafiire  to  dircfl:  their  ways.     The 
dodrine  of  our  church  teaches  us  to'  believe  this 
degree  of  grace  to  be  communicated  hy  virtue  or 
through  the  means  of  a  facrartient,  and  outward 
ordinance ;  zx^dfirft  beftowed  at  baptifm.     It  mat« 
Icrs  little,  whether  in  its  primary  ftate,  you  call  it 
tvnfdeitce,  or  preventing  grace.   The  Idtt&i  is  the  nWrc 
Jcriptwral  term^  and  more'  applicable  to   CbriJHans. 
The  fanner  is  the  renewed  light  to  all  men  equally^ 
who  will  be  judged  according  to  th^t  light;  where 
more  has  not  beendifpenled.    The  Chriftian  will 
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undeigo  a  ktavier  fensencej  becaufc  the  Gofpcl  i« 
(akulared  Co  imifr^^  hivn.  This  regenerating  power 
then  is  that  fme  gift  of  the  Creator  to  his  creatures, 
ti^hioh  puvents  or^goes  before  their  adions  ^  a  prin^- 
cipkthat  keeps  them  on  their  guavd^  and  preferves 
iht^  from  the  dMiger  of  temptation.  The  corrupt 
dpJ^oficion  of  carnat nature  (it  is  true)  may  oppofe> 
ftillf>  and  r^eft  this  d^ree  of  light  or  grace,  aa 
fujd.  experience  continually  provesj  by  the  perverfe 
rebellion  of  the  wicked;  but  that  in  no  (hape 
le^9nai(^d'4  ffiercifiil  defign  in  this  moft  neceflarjr 
fitovifiofu  Thf  peculiar  work  and  duty  of  a 
Gim^WH  ih  ^  fiUa^  ^if  figkH  but  (as  juft  now 
obferved)  he^will  natiuaily  feel  a  difficulty  in  hint*- 
felf  fo  ptQfit  by  it  fe  as  might  be  wiJMi  he  « 
thcraibre  further  dii!f  6ted  (under  the  covenant  in 
which  he  M  eflg^ed)  to  apply  for  ftrength  to  ufe  it 
.t^  hia  goo:ls  and  that  aid  which  he  obtaiM  by 
fr^9ir^  is  properly  diftinguilhed  by  God's  nS^il^ 
^tut*  It  is  therefore  evident*  paft  all  difpute,  and 
level  xo  every  man's  capacity,  becaufe  it  tpay  bjc 
known  by  a<^ual  experience*  that  (aa  I  before  ms-» 
;]narked)  God  doth  hereby  work  eflentially  in  ib(, 
•both  to  will  nnd  do*  and  yet' the >^^  ^^9<y  of  tfep 
:  creature  is  necel&iy  to  difcover  the  good  effeft  in 
.his  own  condu^ :  that  ia,  God,  by  his  tvor^,  his 
mmtfier^^  and  your  own  iimjcim^e  has  rendeied  it  de« 
cidedly  clear,  that  ic  is  finful  wilfully  to  fun.iii»i 
tm^atm.  Can  any  man  without  the  utmoft  /i^- 
Amu/  and  Uafphemy  united^  aflert  againft  this  ccm« 
viAiorit  that  he  is  compelled  to  be  intempeisate  or 
profiuie.    The  evidence  is  fo  ftrong.thi^.no  j^ne 
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can  d^ny  h.  Fqfi  m  the  one  band!,  we  lee  mea 
CQntinu^lly  yielding  to  iniquity  hK^Cc  they  wHl 
nee  ^pply  ^t  gr^e,  or  h^lp  2  aiid>  on  the  other» 
when  they  fuftcr  .^hemfelves  to  he  led  by  theijr  divine 
Dire&qr^  they  can  overcome  the  hkrdeft  trials  to 
which  ^  miierablc  nature  is  expbfed.  I'he  force  of 
thefe  arguments  then«  my  brethi^eUt  is  dcfigned  to 
pfove  to  yduj  that  pray  br  is  pofitively  j^muiA 
as  being  the  ^>point<^  method  of  obtaining  what 
ivenecsd* 

May  we  all  hecom^  fe  (eDiible  of  thcfe  vefy  plaiit; 
and  profitable  truths^  that  henceforth  we  may  never 
negled  any  reafonable  portion  of  our  timcj  to  im- 
plore God's  grace  to  Jirengtben  every  pious  refolu-^ 
tion  his  Holy  Spirit  may  fugged  unto  us;  That  we 
may  iocrk  thi  works  of  Him  whojent  us  into  this  woidd, 
VfbUe  ii  is  day^  inflead  of  yielding  to  thofe  deadly 
works  of  the  tempterj  which  mud  expofe  ins  to  the 
final  fentence  of  eternal  darknefs. 

Let  us  be  ruled  by  the  Apoftle's  exhortation^ 
(Rom.  xii.  13.)  that  knowing  the  tim  (and  as  we 
may  juftly  apply  it^  coniideiing  the  ferious  end  of 
fills  particular  feafon)  it  is  now  high  time  to  awake  out 
4  fieefy  becaUfe  noW  is  ourjahation  nearer  than  when  we 
pfi  teUived.  We  are  nearer  our  death  than  when 
we  were  baptized,  or  firft  i^ftrudled  in  our  duty* 
The  mgbt  is  far  Jpent  (the  night  of  the  foul  in  its 
prifon  of  trial:)  the  d^  is  at  band  (the  time  of  its 
freedom  and  refrefbment.)  Let  us  therefore  cajl  off 
the  works  of  darknefSy  and  let  us  put  on  the  armour  of 
tight :  (let  us  flee  temptation^  and  implore  the  grace^ 
of  God«)    And  finally,  the  Apodle  leads  me  to  a 
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conclufion  highly  applicable  to  the  prefent  time 
aitd  purpofe  of  my  whole  difcourfe.  Let  us  toalk 
bmiefily  as  in  the  day^  not  in  rioting  and  drmkennejs^  not 
in  cbambering  and  wantonnefsy  not  injirtfe  and  envying^ 
bnS  pnt  ye  on  the  Lord  Jefus  I  that  is,  drive  to  imi- 
tate his  charader  and  example,  and  make  no  provifion 
for  tbeflejb  tofayiltbe  luffs  thereof. 

Amen,  through  Jefus  Chrifl,  the  Friend  and 
Helper  of  all  his  humble,  faithful  followers ;  to 
whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit^  be  aU 
power,  praife,  and  glory  for  ever  and  even 
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J 

For/o  is  the  wUl  of  God,  that  ivitb  weU^dcing  ye  maj 
fHi  to  filmce  the  ignorance  of  footijh  men. — As  free, 
and  not  ufingyowr  liberty  far  a  cloke  of  maJicion/nefs, 
hit  as  tbejir^nts  of  God.  Honour  all  men,  love  the 
brotherhood,  fear  God,  honour  the  king*, 

ONE  hundred  and  forty  five  years  are  noyt: 
elapfed^  my  brethren^  fince  that  memorably 
exertion  of  la^'lefs  power^  which  produced  the 
fhocking^  and  unprecedented  events  the  anniver-^ 
fary  of  which^  we  are  alTembled  this  day  to  comme- 
morate^  according  to  the  pious  order  of  our  church. 
When  the  wi9ked  have  dominion^  we  carinot  be 
furprized  at  the  dreadful  effecf):  of  their  councils. 
There  is  a  fair  fields  it  is  true^  afforded  us  this  day^ 
to  enlarge  upon  the  infamy  of  this  moft  cruel  tra- 
gedy! and  if  we  were  to  yield  to  the  full  force  of 
the  natural  indignation^  which  niuft  arife  in  every 
humane  mind^  on  contemplating  the  wickednefs> 
and  miferies  of  this  horrid  tranfadion^  it  would  be 
an  eafy  ipatter  to  fill  you  with  abhorrence  at  the 
cfaara^r^  and   proceedings   of  the.  age»   which 
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marked  this  woefully  dilhononible  period  of  our 
hiftory.     But  as  ho  good  can  be  derived  from 
raking  in  the  a(hcs  of  iniquity  ;  as  fcveral  genera- 
tions of  men  have  pafled  iince  this  event ;  and  Godj^ 
in  mercy,  has  followed  this  grievous  vifitation  with 
the  bleflings  of  national  unanimityj  and  profperity  ; 
as  the  contrivers  and  pttptttmft^  of  this  outrage- 
ous violence,  are  gone  to  judgment,  and  the  wounds 
of  the  land  have  been  long  fince  healed ;  and  par- 
ticularly,  as  this  is  neither  a  proper^Ztir^,  or  oppor-  . 
tunity  for  patty  Sj^taikm^  or  poHiiial  inveShis,  I 
i^aH  chiefly  confine  my  remarks^  (after  a  Ihort  and 
fifi table  Intrddui^ion)  to  the  examination,,  how  far 
the  in(lru&ion  c<intained.ia  the  woida  of  my  text, 
is  profitably  applicable  to  the  buiine6  of  this  day, 
and  what  religious  improvement  may  be  derived 
from  them,  to  loyal  fubjec^s,  obedieiit  in:allth|fig| 
lo  &bd*s  holy  ordinances,  for  €<mfiliiice/ahi.       ^    ' 
As  to  thofe  whofe  leifuf€j  education,  and  ftatioit 
in^  life,  afford  them  mearts  to  ftudy,  and  judge  off 
paft  hiftorical  events,  and  the  fevtral  inteitfting^ 
rivoltitidhs   of  theif  native  country^  they  arc  at 
liberty  to  form  opinions  as  the  light  of  nature, 
reafon,  and  religion  dired^s  them  to  decide.    All 
that  I  conceive  neceflary  for  your  information  on 
thii'  occafion,  or  proper  in  niy  capatiy  to  deliver, 
diatl  be  comprised  in  as  (hort  a  detail  as  poffible^^ 
According  to  the  r^gulat  ni^thdd  I .  ttfuirfly  follow^ 
M  my  difcotirfes  to  you>  6t\JtifitdJiaJ&m^A  fiisdl^be 
jUfti^ed  iii*af?brding  you  a  general  view  of  theaft„ 
6n^wttich  aetoifht,  the  church  required  this  day  to 
»e  (oftmnfy^KIBr ved.     MiivjV  «*  Ihii  humble  con-  - 
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gregattarij  are  probably  ignorant  of  the  leading 
circumftances  of  the  yrhole  tranfadlion^  and  indeed 
ffom  the  ungrateful  and  irreligious  condudl  of  « 
carelels  agej  too  many  (negle(fling  any  jonger  to 
pay  the  ieafl:  refpedt  to  remembrance  of  any  cf 
God's  former  vilitationSj  or  deliverances)  are  con- 
fequently  but  lightly  concerned  about  the  appoint- 
inents  of  the  church  and  ftate^  in  thefe  refpeAs. 

We  may  colled:  from  the  general  hiftory  of  man- 
kind, that  the  caufe  of  all  worldly  difcord  and 
national  revolutions,  originates  in  the  imperfec*- 
tions  and  errors  of  human  nature.  There  is  no 
permanency  in  fublunary  affairs.  All  ftates  have 
ever  had  their  gradual  advancement  to  a  certain 
pitch  of  perfedion,  and  profperity,  and  generally^ 
?iom  fhal  period,  have  difcovered  a  tendency  to 
dedine.  Like  the  frame  of  the  hunuin  body,  how- 
ever good  the  conftitution,  a  feed  of  certain  de« 
ftmSion  doth  often  lurk  in  the  nobler  parts,  which; 
i  in  courfe  of  time,  demoliihes  the  whole  fabric. 

It  feems  to  be  in  the  order  of  divine  Providence^ 
that  diflTerent  forms  of  .government  ihould  proceed 
under  fuch  natural  and  fecondary  influences,  as  Sup- 
ply a  tria)  of  national  gratitude  under  f^o/perityi 
yrge  them  to  repentance  and  reformation,  as  their 
uiimerited  fuccefles  decreafe;  and  thereby  leave 
them,  like  individuals,  juft  objeds  of  punifhment 
for  the  abufe  of  their  refpedive  advantages,  and,  in 
the  end,  accountable  for  their  final  misfortunes. 
•  When  contending  principles  have,  been  long  at 
work,  either  in  the  animal  or  political  body,  they 
ufually  terminate  in  iomt  Judden^  and  terrible  efFcft, 
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which  brings  on  a  crifi^,  frequently  to  the  di^tuiim^ 
but  fometinies  to  the  furifying,  and  pre/ervlng^  of  0\c 
difordered  fyftcm.  But  though  the  Almighty  Dif 
redlor,  by  his  controuling  power,  caii  CQfnman4 
ultimate  good  from  prefent  evil,  yet  the  whp|c 
tenor  of  his  pofttive  precepts,  condemns  the  com^ 
miflion  of  dinS  tranjgreffum^  through  a  precarious  or 
favorite  profpeft  of  Jittering  our  fitui^tion  in  099 
ihape. 

The  hiftory  of  the  unfortuni^te  Prince  wbofc 
martyrdom  we  celebrate  this  day,  affords  a  very 
ipemorable  example  of  the  mixture  of  failing  and 
virtue,  which  marks  the  charaifter  of  the  he^  of 
men,  bqth  in  private,  and  public  ftatipns.  The  pre- 
judices of  his  education,  and  the  many  diflficulties 
he  had  to  encounter,  through  the  prpviou^  engage- 
ments of  the  preceding  reign  of  hi$  father,  and  in 
which  h^  was  encouraged  to  proceed,  on  the  com- 
mendable principle  of  its  being  a  rfligms^  anfl 
natipnal  caufe  *,  excite  our  generous  pity  for  the 
feVerity  of  his  fat^,  no  Icfs  than  our  admiration,  at 
(he  magnanimity  of  his  deportment,  when  all  w%s 
loll,  and  his  high  condition  fo  degraded. 

When  we  view  him  involved  in  a  war  without 
the  adequate  means  of  purfuing  it ;  connected  with 
obnoxious  perfon$,  whom  early  attachmetit  had  ren- 
dered it  very  difficult  to  defert  i  without  able  com-  • 
manders  to  condu<5t  his  enterprizes  ;  and  harraifeii 
by  a  rifing,  and  popular  faflion,  whofe  pbjedt  was 
the  total  fubveriion  of  the  eft^blilhed  form    of 

*  The  wax. in  favour  of  the  prince  Palatine* 
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government,  in  church,  and  ftatci  and  thefe  grow^- 
ing  misfortunes  fecretly  and  powerfully  aflifted  by 
Che  infidious  contrivance  of  a  foreign  enemy ;  whe« 
we  reflect  upon  the  further  disadvantages  h^  laboured 
iindel-,  from  an  alliance  of  the  tendereft  tU :  whofe 
reUgious  tenets  would  naturally  cxcitc/u^ons,  and , 
ivrniih  the  tnofl  malevolent  fuggeftionsj  in  a  party 
fe  violently  bigoted  to  a  ^onirary  perfuafion;  we 
cannot  be  furprized,  that  fo  many  jarring  incereftsj 
and  difcordapt  principles,  fhould  feed  commotion^ 
«nd  fupply  a  very  arduous  coriflift  for  any  one,  befet 
by  fuch  variety  of  very  critical,  and  perplexing 
^ircamftances. 

Whatever  might  be  the  faults  and  errors  of  this 
^  Prince's  temper,  and  political  condud,  on  one 
hand,  ox  the  laudable  motives,  and  patriotic  efforts 
of  his  oppofers  on  the  otbir^  in  the  early  ftage  of 
thefe  affecting  troubles,  the  event  proved,  paft  all 
contradidlion,  that  the  latent  objedl  df  the  latter^ 
was  diredled  by  very  different  motives  from  noHonal 
bappinefs,  or  valuaik  refermatm.  The  moil  violent 
oppofers  of  the  reprobated  mifcbief  attending  dcr- 
fpotic  power,  at  length  difcovered  a  deli  re  of  the 
tnoft  lawlefi  ufurpaiians,  in  their  own  cohdu<fl ;  and, 
under  the  pretence  of  correfting  grievances,  they 
entirely  dcftroyed  the  conftitution,  depriving  it  of 
its  religicpi  parliament,  .^nd  king,  and  fubftituting  in 
its  ftead,  a  government  oi  farce,  commanded  by  an 
itfurper  and  a  tyrant :  one  who  could  vindicate  the 
murder  of  his  lawful  fpvereign,  for  having  em- 
ployed the  precedent^  of  the  prerogative,  but  ffim^ 
/elf  made  no  fcruple  entirely  to  remove  the  very 
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^^bn's  isif  theiftau»  aAd  adually  wiihed^idid  flraw^ 
.to  be  elected  to  the  v^  (j^f<,  he  before  had  pleaded 
'VirtMC  m  oMiJIUtig.  Snch  'hypoC'T^fy  was  greatly 
aggsajva^  by  the  itiafk  that  <:ove!Ped  its  foul  pror 
ceedingst  viz.  fufify  rf  ^ccUgu^^  .which  was  the 
pftenfible  triotive  for  every  «A  of  violefkce. 

It  is  no  uncomtnon  thing  in  every  agCj  and 
3quar|cr  rf  the  world,  to  reiid  of  the  untifrtely  fate 
^  kings>  through  various  jptots,  -and  meditated 
aflaults,  of  implacable  and  ambitious  enemies ;  but 
'the  execution  of  Charks  the  firfti  is  the  only  in^ 
ilaace  we  have  on  record  in  ^ny  chriftian  country,  of 
{^fovereign  being /^rw^/^  condejnncdr  and^^&'f^ 
/acri^ced  by  th^/enimce  of  bis /uljieffs.  In  thofe  days, 
in  truth,  the  <ieed  was  received  with  horror,  and 
jreproach,  by  evfery  other  nation :  bqt  uctntfy,  the 
iimilar  ti^edy  ha^  been  renpwed  in  the  untimely 
ifate  of  a  ftcighbourtng  monarch^:  and  it  is  very 

worthy 

•  ■  » 

*  Whatever  has-been  hexie  advanced  in  chriftian  candour  for  the 
nflferings  of  this  unfortunate  prince.  I  would  not  be  anderftood  as 
Tach  a  bigot  in  hi^  defence,  or  fo  blind  to  the  blemlfhes  ^f  'his  cha- 
raAer,   as  to  prononnce  Idm  (as  many  have  -dooe}  imnuuuUit€» 
Doubtlcfs,  thefewere  many  errt>rs in  his  condo^A  and  we,  fo  con* 
fpicuoujiy  exceptionable,  that  it  will  admit  pf  ««  extenMothn,  whe- 
ther in  a  political,  or  moral  view.     The  iacrificing  of  las  friend, 
evinced  ingratitude,  temerity ,  and  wcaknefs  in  the  extreme.     Here 
the  king  was  guilty  of  a  moft^/r^  breach  of  hi&  prengatrue.  What- 
ever might  have  follo^t^ed,  he  (hould  have  refifted  thb  temptatitm; 
and»  indeed,  nothing  vfor/e  could  poffibly  have  been  the  confeqoenoe 
of  his  virtuous  fonitude  than  what  he  afterwards  experienced.    But 
even  this  failure  in  magnanimity,  foul  as  it  was,  ferved  to  make  the 
*future  luftre  of  his  good  qualities  ftill  more  .brilliant ;  for  is  it  pof- 
^Ue  to  lead  this  pdnce^a  penitent  itmorfe,  without  mu^^briftian 
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vcnthy  ^yfervatioTiy  that  ^c  principles  whtdi 
aduated  the  prevailing  party  in  the  c3efe  of  ^ur  civil 
warsj  are  perfedlly  congenial  with  the  fpirit  that 
commenced^  ^nd  Hill  fupports  the  french  revolu- 
lion.  .In  our  country  thefe  turbulent  difturbers  of 
the  world's  peace,  were  nominated  ino9P«ndants, 

{Mty  for  Ittt  fifleringt  od  thu  vtty  aceonnt!  It  wodd  take  up  too 
BHich  fooni  to  tnuifcribe^itf  huptou  kmrntttion  for  this  oojnfti* 
liabkaft^  but  to  evince  the  fincerity  of  hit  rqmuiiioe  for  it,  I  will 
gtre  you  Jiis  own  words  in  one  of  his  focret  adU  of  derotion.  **  lo* 
*"  dfcd  (fays  the  afflicted  monarch)  I  am  fo  far  from  excufing,  or 
f «  denying  the  compliaocej  on  my  part,  {fox  full  confent  it  was  not) 
*«  fD.tfais>iiofeiemaa't  deftruftion,  whom  in  my  jodgment  I  thought 
*«  not  by  any  clear  law  gnilty  of  death,  that  I  never  felt  any  touch 
«>  of  confdcnce,  with  gnattr  ugrti  \  which  as  a  fign  of  my  re* 
*'  pentance,  I  lave  often  with  fbrrow  confefled,  both  to  God,  and 
^  man,  as  an  aA  of  moft  fimfilfraikj,  as  it  difcovered  more  ifear 
*'  rf  mm,  iAam  Gtu/,  wboie  name  and  place  on  eaitb,  no  man  ia 
"  worthy  to  bear,  who  will  avoid  moHvemeneies  e/Jfau,  by  afls  of 
**  b  bigb  mjmfikt  at  no  public  convenience  can  exfUUi  or  iomfemftU* 

Vide  King  Charles's  penitent  Meditation  on 
-  the  Earl  of  Strafford's  death, 
Tboi,  in  one  tccStf  blood  paid  for  blood,  nnjuftly  fjnlt.  It  is  Te« 
•iBttkahle,  that  the  late  uadfominate  Loois  the  fifteenth  was  alfc 
goilQr  of  a  very  capital  error,  of  which  lus  con&icnce  mod  Ibiclj 
npbrauded  him  at  the  Iqfi,  as  an  ad,  according  to  the  principles  of 
hb  education,  mbft  highly  culpable,  and  indefenfible,  as  the  guar- 
dian of  die  eftaUiihed  rights  of  his  clerical  fubjedh,  againft  yrhok 
hwfbl  property  he  figned  the  confifcattng  decree,  Thuswefeebodi 
thtle  high  perfonag^  4mmbling  -themielvcs  moft  fincerely  for  thefe 
nnjuftifiable  proceedings,  and  refpedtive  unhappy  errors*  That  fuch 
fool  fpecks  (hould  appear  in  otherwife,  fuch  valuable  chara^rs,  is 
melancholy  to  confider.  We  can  only  refblve  them  into  the  imper- 
leftiona  of  hnman  nature,  overfet  'by  cdnfliAing  interefts,^  and  ovci^ 
poweied  by  moft  trying  eme|!geneies,-  and  bta0bd.beiidei*  perhaps 
1;y  akfel  and  intriguing  counfellprs. 
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becauie  they  openly  reprobated  every  kind  of  civil, 
or  religious  fubordinationj  and  maintained  that  all 
men,  not  only  were  equally  qualified  for  the  public 
exercifes  of  the  mLnifteriaLfqn(ftion,  whether  by 
prayer  or  exhortation^  but  alfo  for  venturing  to 
afTert,  the  juftice  of  a  fancied  equality,  to  which  all 
were  iom  alike.  To  thefe  fucceeded  a  ftill  more 
violent  denomination  of  reformers,  who  ftyled 
themfelves,  with  great  propriety,  lsvcllbrs.  They 
protefted  againft  all  other  governors  but  Christ^ 
and  declared  that  all  ranks  of  men  fhould  be  re- 
duced^ without  exception,  to  one  degret^  and  soy  ali  ty 
be  univerfally  acknowledged  in  titles,  and  eftaies. 
Now  this  i&  the  very  fame  defcription  of  infurgents, 
who  have  demolilhed  all  the  ancient  diftindtions  of 
fociety,  fn  a  neighbouring  nation,  and  laid  violent 
hands  on  every  inheritance,  and  property  pofleflet! 
by  any  of  fuperior  orders.  The  french  levellers, 
differ  only  in  this  particular,  that  inftead  of  pre- 
tending to  qualify  their  injurious  plunders  by  the 
deceitful  fubmidion  to  Cbriftahne,  they  have  actually 
renounced  all  manner  of  dependance  on  tbat  bofy 
ndme,  and  defend  their  tyrannical  proceedings  on 
the  diftates  of  mere  human  reafon,  and  avowed  infi^ 
delity.  At  a  time  when  fo  much  iniquitous  art  is 
employed  by  the  agents  of  thefe  rebellious,  and 
unnatural  tyrants,  to  introduce  the  fame  miferics  in 
this  happy  country,  I  judged  it  might  not  be  uri* 
profitable  to  give  you  a  (hort  character  of  the  prin^ 
ciples  and  practices  of  thcCc  modern  republicans,  as 
far  as  they  agree  with  the  fanatical  projeds  of  the 
deluded  populace  informer  times,  among  ourfelves. 

From 
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From  the  peculiar  manner  of  king  Charles'k 
deaths  and  his  fortitude  in  fupporting  the  grofs  in- 
dignities inflided  on  him^  this  ill  fated  PrincQ  vfzs 
called  a  martyr.  The  word  implies  a  w$tnefs  dying 
for  the  truth  of  any  thing  j  in  which  feqfe,  the 
Apoftles^  who  laid  down  their  lives  in  defence  <^ 
Chriftianity,  were  ftyled  martyrs  to  the  caufe  of 
Chrift  their  Mafter.  And  as  the  king  would  not 
acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  tribunal  which 
iiimmoned  him  to  trials  in  that  it  was  illegal,  ac- 
cording to  the  eftablilhed,  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  conltitution^  he  therefore  might  be 
juftly  called  the  martyr  of  a  caufe,  where  the  rights 
of  parliament,  the  religion  of  the  country,  and  the 
life  of  its  chief  magifirati,  were  at  (lake,  and  overfet 
I7/  an  a/med  forccj  and  lawlcfs  power. 

from  the  retrofped  to  thefe  fad  times  in  our  own 
country,  and  the  deluge  of  mifery  which  at  prefent 
overwhelms  the  french  people,  we  are  taught  fome 
very  ufeful  leffms.  Firft,  to  cultivate  moderation  in 
our  principles^  and  condud,  and  to  be  gratefully 
content,  with  the  benefits  and  bledings  we  enjoy: 
fecondly,  to  learn  wifdom  from  the  calamitous  cir- 
cumdances  attending  both  thefe  dire  events,  which 
prove  the  &tal  confequences  that  ever  have  attended 
a  military  democracf ;,  a  form  of  government  that  ne- 
ccfiarily  muft  abound  in  cruelty,  and  irguftice. 

Tyranny  of  any  kind,  is  infupportable  to  human 
nature,  but  every  perfon  of  unprejudiced  judgment, 
and  peaceable  difpofition,  will  readily  allow,  that  a 
limited  power  in  on£,  nuift  be  kfs  dangerous  to 
the  real  bleffings  of  general  liberty,  than  an  incoiv- 
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^i^ukble  authority  in  m^iers^  Nay  the  evil  of  an 
^bfolute  monarchy^  doth  not  extend  its  injurious 
influence^  fo  univerfally  and  fevcrcly,  as  when  def- 
potifm  is  thus  difirUmtdd,  and  delegated  to  cenfure^ 
nrrefi^  ^rvi  judge,  as  privatt  dpinion^  RnA  pcrhz^ps  Jeff 
interefii  fhall  determine  needful.  When  the  iritercfts 
of  ail  are  adually  united  againft  one  individual^  it 
18  anei^fy  matter  to  cheeky  and  prevent  any  threaten- 
ing mifchicf,  but  when  judicial  power  is  excrcifed 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  feveral  members  of  an  un- 
fettled  government,  oppreflion  may  reach  to  the 
obfcureft  corner,  triumph  over  the  moft  rnnocent, 
and  fpread  all  the  horrors  of  tyranny  throughout  a 
country.  Of  this  we  have  indifputable  proof  in  the 
nature  of  the  prefent  government  in  France.  Every 
member  of  the  convention  is  a  de^ol ;  every  com* 
-miffioner,  or  deputy  from  that  body,  has  unlimited 
power,  to  exercife  his  will  upon  all,  and  every  things 
he  pronounces  neceflary  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  in  the  boafted  caufe  of  Uberty^ 
or  with  the  enfnaring  promifeof  e^Uty,  men  are 
compelled,  or  tempted,  to  quit  every  thing  moft 
^ear  to  them,  and  hazard  their  own  lives  in  the 
•dcftrudtion  of  their  countrymen.  They  are  har- 
•dened  to  fcenes  of  the  grcateft  cruelty,  and  injuftice, 
itnd  are  only  prevented  from  wrefting  the  power 
out  of  the  hands  of  their  employers,  by  a  policy 
'founded  on  confcious  timidity,  and  crime,  and  at 
once  the  moft  ungrateful,  and  barbarous,  that  was 
-ever  regularly  praftifed :  viz.  the  immediate  de- 
ftruftion  of  a  commander,  whether  unfuccefsful 
through  nMsfbrtunc,  or  from  his  valour  likely  to 
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bccorat  popular^  and  dangerous  of  coiirfe^  to  th^ 
prtvailiDg  faAion  o£  the  daiy. 

Who  can  avoid  perceiving  what  opportunities 
of  violence  are  afforded  to  turbulent,  and  pteju^ 
diced  minds,  intruflcd  with  fuch  authority  ?  God 
forbid,  we  Ihould  ever  experience  ^i&  a  teft  of 
liberty  in  wr  land!  It  mult  be  confidered  by  every 
man  in  his  H^nfes,  as  the  mod  grievous  vifitation  of 
the  divine  difpkafure,  inftead  of  the  blefling  many 
would  madly  proraife  from  it.  I  require  you  only 
to  examine  the  various  exertions'  of  this  ipecies  ^ 
power  in  diiferent  parts  of  Franqej  to  judge  of.  the 
truth  and  mifery  of  this  reprefentation. 

Thus,  have  I  aifbrded  you  ar  ikf  tch  of  the  times 
when  this  unprecedented,  and  afHidUng  event  took 
place;  as  likewife  of  the  prefent  troubles  in  a 
neighbouring  nation,  that  we  may  take  warning  by 
thckAftrefs,  and  not  provoke  a  iimilar  chaflile- 
Hient  of  $iar  fins*  Upon  the  whole,  though  doAibt- 
lefs,  one  oftenfible  caufe  of  the  extremity  to  which 
meafiira  were  urged  in  former  days,  might  be  an 
injudicious  exa&ion  of  ancient  laws,  and  prece- 
dents, oppofing  the  favorite  opinions  connected 
with  certain  religious  tenets,  which  were  beginning 
u>  prevail  in  this  coyntry,  about  that  period,  and 
which  were  imported  fr<Mn  government's  poflefling 
thofe  peculiar  principles;  though  thefe^  I  fay» 
might  unite  to  produ(!e  th^  fecondary  caufes  of  all  the 
future  coatefts  and  dillradions  in  this  country; 
yet,  after  all,  we  muft  ever  refolve  events  of  fuch 
tremendous  confequence  into  the  will  of  the 
Supreme  Diredor.     We  cannot  but  view  them  4$ 

engines 


« 


4^  A   8KRMON   FOk 

engines  of  his  J^^ajure\  as  awakening  chstftife-* 
ments  for  the  ungrateful  provocations  of  an  iniqat-^ 
tous  people:  and  fuch  awful  vifitations  (hould 
terribly  warii  us  to  corfedt  our  manifold  and  heavf 
trefpafles  againft  our  heavenly  Benefador ;  to  de* 
pk>re  our  lins  of  omiflion,  and  commiffion,  and  lead 
us  to  a  becoming  fenfe  of  the  ricb^  the  various^  and 
the  unmerited  bleflings  we  ftill  enjoy* 

In  tbis  ohfiure  corner  of  the  kingdom,  I  (halt 
hardly  ri(k  cenfure  (as  aiming  at  court  favor)  if  i 
mention  me  ejjential  inftance  of  our  national  happi-* 
*  nefs.  The  virtuous  and  exemplary  character  of  the 
Prince  that  fills  the  throne  of  this  realm,  evinces 
the  favor  of  Heaven  towards  us,  in  an  eminent  decree. 
I  need  not  quote  fcripture  to  prove  the  value  of 
fuch  a  blefling  to  any  people ;  I  truft  all  prefent  are 
poiTefTed  of  fufficientty  grateful  and  loyal  fentiments 
to  acknowledge  it  of  their  own  accord.  It  is  a 
maxim  in  our  political  fyftem,  *'  that  the  Kingxan 
do  no  wrong  ;*'  but  it  is  a  ftill  more  glorious  eulo- 
gium  of  his  exalted  flation,  to  affirm  with  truth, 
that  our  gracious  Sovereign  wijhes  none.  This  is  a 
fadt  that  univerfal  teftimony  'muft  eftablifh ;  and 
we  may  fafely  add,  that  fince  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Sixth  (of  pious  memory),  no  Sovereign  of  thefe 
kingdoms  has  ever  been  more  exemplary  in  every 
article  that  ou%bt  to  attach  refped:  from  a  loyal, 
flourifhing,  and  Chriftian  people;  and  as  is  his 
due^  and  our  bounden  dutj^  towards  none^  have 
hitherto,  more  frequent,  and  dillinguifhed  proofs 
been  given  of  general,  and  unfeigned  aflfedbion.*— 
Let  us  be  firm  in  cherifhing  all  becoming  allegiance 
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to  our  Prince,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the' 
land,  and  thofe  appointed  to  difpenfe  them.— Let 
us  be  unanimous  among  ourfelves,  and  faithful  in 
our  reJpeSive  Jlations,  and  with  the  bleffing  of  God 
wc  (hall  be  able  to  defy  aU foreign  oppofitien,  or  intef-- 
fine  Sfcerd.  It  is  long,  now,  fince  the  juft  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown,  and  the  indifputable  rights  of 
the  people,  have  been  fo  accurately  afcertaHied,  asr 
happily  to  prevent  fuch  fatal  jealoufies,  as  hereto- 
fore have  (own  the  feeds  of  popular  fury,  and  fer- 
mented public  animofity  throughout  the  land.  We 
have  nothing  to  fear  in  this  reign,  but  the  effedl  of 
our  private,  and  public  vices.  Licentioufhefs,  and 
extravagance,  have  always  produced  abundant  and 
dangerous  votaries  for  innovation,  and  diforder,  in 
all  ftates.  Let  us  beware  left,  being  full,  we  grow 
remifs  in  religious  concerns,  and  forget  the  God 
who  has  fo  long  diftinguifhed  us  by  every  fpecfes 
of  profperity,  and  comfort.  If  we  are  not  a  free 
people  in  every  valuable  fenfe  of  the  expreflion, 
both  civil  zx\A  religious,  there  exifts  no  fuch  ftate  on 
earth.  We  do  not  boaft  a  merit  indeed,  in  the 
Sberty  of  robbing  and  murdering  one  another  with 
impumty :  but  we  are  free  to  all  the  valuable  pur<» 
pofes  of  human  bappinefs.  In  full  convitflion,  there- 
fore, of  this  important,  and  indifpuuble  privilege 
of  Chriftian  fubjedts,  I  (hall  clofe  my  prefent  ad- 
drcfs,  with  fuch  a  Ciiitable  application  from  the 
words  of  St.  Peter,  which  I  have  fixed  upon  to 
dired  our  duty  as  members  of  Chrift's  true  Church, 
as  will  fufiiciently  inform,  and  guard  us.  in  a  right 
courfe  of  condudt,   and  furni(h  fome  profitable 
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points  for  your  remembnuice  oa  this  partici^ 
occaiion.  And  thefe  T  (hall  render  as  ihort  as 
poffible>  having  extendedj  in  the  hiftorical  part  of 
my  difcourfej  beyond  my  firft  intention. 

Tbe  will  if  God  is,  (faith  the  Apoftle)  Oai'  bj  will 
doing  wijbwldput  tofiUncc  the  iffioraoce  offooUfi^  menj 
Y^c  muit  take  one  thing  for  grmied»  my  brethrenj 
in  this  exhortationi  and  which  indeed  no  Cbriftian 
can  deny ;  and  that  is,  that  they  zxzfi^ifif,  and  coii-> 
iequently  ignenmt  men.  who  rejeft  the  precepts  and 
authority  of  divine  Revelation  $  or,  as  it  is  molt 
truly  called,  the  wUl  of  God.  Now  the  wiil  of  God 
is  exprefsly  declared,  in  abundant  palTages  of  the 
records  concerning  itj  that  refpedling  our  behavior 
as  a  Cbr^^im  people,  we  fhould  ieJubjeB  to  tbi  b^b€if 
fvwrs^  mt  onfy  for  feace^  but  alfo  for  coffcienci-ftihe^ 
You  mud  plainly  perceive,  therefore,  that  it  can 
never  be  confident  with  this  precept,  that  men 
ihoulcl  exert  their  ingenuity,  and  abufe  their  talents, 
in  jHrring  up  ftrifo,  and  embroiling  the  country  to 
which  they  belong.  On  the  contrary,  by  well  doing, 
that  is,  by  being  obedient  to  God's  word  in  aU 
Chriftian  humility,  forbearance,  and  good  works# 
we  are  to  put  to  filcnce  the  vain  arguments  of  fuch 
reftlefs  and  ignorant  men  as  defpife  thofe  injunc- 
tions  of  holy  writ,  becaufe  they  will  not  believe, 
nor  be  led  by  them;  and  mod  de/ferately  fooliih 
muft  all  fuch  be,  fince  the  fcriptures  contain  no* 
thing  but  what  is  confummate  wifidom,  and  calcu«« 
lated  for  man's  greateft  happinefsj  both  in  time, 
and  eternity. 
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Further ;  we  Icard  frdm  the  Apoftle's  exhorta-i 
tion  in  this  paflkge,  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  we 
ihould  he  free  I  but  at  the  fame  time,  we  are 
i\ot  to  ufe  our  HBertyfbr  a  cloak  of  mnlitioufnefs :  not 
xxixmkt  religion  a  made,  or  covering,  of  every  thing 
moft  oppojite  to  its  genuine  Jpirit.  If,  therefore;  we 
tty  the  tranfadions  of  thofe  former  unhappy  ritiies, 
and  the  condudt  of  the  adors  on  the  ftage  of  poli- 
tical affairs,  by  the  ftridt  principles  of  this  rule,  I 
think  it  will  appear,  that  though  our  country  had 
certainly  a  right  to  maintain  its  Chriftian  privi- 
leges as  a  free  ftate,  yet  the  men  who  pretended  td 
^tf^ftfurttf  in  thofe  days,  did  not  employ  their 
W>erty  of  debate  entirely  as  thtfervanis  of  Cod  fliould 
do,  and  wi$b  no  fnnlicioufnefri  hxxt  on  the  contrary, 
the  pages  of  hiftory  mod  dreadfully  inform  Us,  of 
itauch  private  rancour,  and  ambition  in  their  de- 
figns,  indead  of  proving  themfelves  true  fervants  of 
Cody  which  only  can  be  tcftified,  by  univerfal  cha^** 
rity  and  good  will ;  by  the  love  of  peactf,  dnd  holi- 
nefs  of  life,  and  converfation.  Agsiin  t  we  mdy 
ilext  inquire,  whether  they  were  more  remarkable 
fir  bomrhig  all  men,  that  is,  for  paying  refpeft  to 
thofe  to  tvbom  honor,  and  tribute,  to  whom  tribute  it 
due?  If  this  had  been  the  cafe;  rather  than  have 
encouragiKl  rebellion  againft  their  lawful  Sovereign, 
and  therein  involved  the  land  in  all  the  horrors  of 
a  civil  war,  they  would  have  exercifed  the  modera^ 
tion  which  will  ever  mark  the  firiSlly  Chriftian 
chara<5tcr,  and  employed  the  fevcral  happy  means 
which  human  wifdom  would  have  didated,  to  ac-* 
tibmAiodate  the  threatening  oppofition    between 
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Prerogative  and  Privilege.  Further;  furcly  they 
could  not  be.  faid  to  love  the  brotherhood,  when  they 
perfecuted  bitterly  all  thofe  who  differed  frpm  theni> 
(not  allowing  even  for  mutual  prejudice  of  educa* 
tion;)  whereas,  had  a  Chrijiian  fpirit  prevailed 
amongfl  them,  it  would  have  conftrained  them  to 
be  gentle,  d,nd  forgiving  to  others,  on  the  fame  princU 
pic  they  would  themfelves  have  wiftied  to  be  confi- 
dered,  if  at  the  mercy  of  dijuperior  pwer.  Further ; 
thegofpel  fpirit,  (which  thefe men  pretended  zealoufly 
to  imitate}  extends  even  to  the  love  of  enemies ;  that 
is,  to  a  generous  treatment  of  them.  Now  thofe  they 
perfecuted  unto  death,  could  not  be  jullly  reckoned^ 
zxif  further  Juch,  than  as  having  naturally  imbibed  ' 
the  principles  of  their  forefathers,  they  were  in«» 
dined  to  conftrue  their* s,  the  fide  of  truth.  The  other 
fide  could  have  no  better  plea.  And  had  the  leaders, 
of  the  Revolution,  been  adiiated  by  Cbriftian  prin* 
ciples,  it  would  have  dilated  that  confiftent  ufagc> 
of  their  brethren,  w^hich  under  fimilar  influence 
they  would  have  looked  for,  had  their  oljeSt.  been 
defeated.  From  their  very  different  condudl  in. 
negleding  this  prime  quality  of  Chriftian  difciplinc, 
we  may  fairly  and  fully  condemn  them  of  not. 
having  x}^tfear  of  God  before  their  eyes  \  for  none  can 
be  faid  to  fear  God,  who  in  abundant  inflances, 
tranigrefs  thofe  laws  he  hath  prefented  to  them  in 
his  holy  volume,  for  the  improvement  of  their 
virtue,  and  to  recommend  the  imitation  of  that 
divine  pattern,  which  the  Redeemer  hath  fet  to  all 
men ;  namely,  that  as  a  proof  of  their  love  to 
fl&»j|  they  fliould  love  one  another.    For  the.  certain 
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confequencc  of /paring  God,  is  ^woiding  all  fuch 
violent  meafures  as  inuft,  inevitably  .^j^^^  him^: 
an3.rcnder  iis  rather  fervanu  of -8^6'^/,, than  of  Gif^m 
"To  conclude.  -Jt  isvalmorf  fup^rfluous  xp  puo 
tne  quefl'ion^  \vhether  men  of  this  de£:riptipn.i&0^ 
noured  the  King,  with  which  becoming  duty  the 
Apoflle .  winds  up  his,  -pafloral  counfel  to  all  wh<^ 
wifli  to  teftify  th^ir  real  loyc  oi  freedmi  that  Js^ 
Ireedom  from  all  in^c^uity,'  fj^ritual  gnd  tem^onJ  ;^ 
freedom  from  a.  Rebellious,  vindidivc  Q>iri];,  and^ 
confequently,  freedom  from  the  rigour  of  the  laws^ 
which  fuch  mifcondud  merits ;  in  ftiort,  freedonij 
from  the  load  of  fin  and  wretchedneft,  to  which  the. 
yielding  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Evil  Spirit,  will 
always  fubjeii  the  ungodfy.  ,  , ., 

To  the  chief  Magifirate  of  any  Ilafe,  homr  hath, 
been  always  due/ and  paid,  by  every  community 
even  of  barbarian,  much  more  of  civilized  policy. 
The  office  of  a  King,  is  that  exprefsly  mentioned  in 
ibis,  and  many  other  parts  of  Holy  Scripture,  to 
which  becoming  reverence  is  to  be  paid ;  and  for 
whom,  prayers  and  fupplications  are  to  be  offered  up. 
And  though  through  human  fallibility,  or  the  evil 
counfel  of  their  minifters,  their  conduA  fhould 
appear  exceptionable,  ft  ill  I  apprehend  no  prece- 
dent can  be  found  in  any  Cbriftian  code ;  no  pofi- 
tivelaw  of  covenanted  juftice,  that  can  warrant  the 
depriving  them  of  life,  and  haftening  their  eternal 
fentcnce,  by  the  partial  decifion  of  their  fubjeds, 
upheld  by  lawlefs  power.  Let  us  then,  my  bre- 
thren, endeavor  to  Ihew  our  zeal  for  God's  glory 
by  an  uniform  obedience  to  all  bis  laws,  by  fub- 
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xniflion  under  every  trial »  whether  of  H  publie*  oft 
docneftic  nature^  remembering  that  we  are  (ent 
into  this  %orId  merely  as  probationers  of  fubjedion 
to  his  appointments ;  to  perfeA  fuch  a  temper  of 
humility,  meeknefs,  and  fdrbearance;  to  obtain 
fuch  a  freedom  from  licentioufnejs,  and  opprfffion  of 
every  kind;  and  to  follow  thofe  rules  which  his 
Gofpei  holds  out  for  that  endi  that  finally  through 
this  temporal  difcipline>  we  may'  arrive  at  the 
liberty  of  the  Sons  of  Gfod,  andicnjoy  to  all  eternity, 
the  recompence  of  our  faithful  obfervancc  of  his 
Commandments.  God  grant,  fuch  falutary  and 
bounden  duties  may  continually  mark  the  condu<fl 
of  all  prefcnt,  by  the  grace,  and  for  the  fake  of  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  to 
whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be 
afcribed  all  praife  and  power,  for  ever  and  ever* 
Amen. 
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But  the  days  welcome  when  the  hridcgroomfiaU  bt  taken 
away  from  them^  and  then  JhaU  theyfafi  in  thofe  d^s. 

IN  thcfe  words,  our  Blefled  Lord  delivers  a  pre- 
cept and  fandtioiii  for  the  humiliating  exercifes 
of  abftinence,  and  felf-denial.  He  intimates^  that 
loth  would  be  profitable  for  his  difciplesj  when  left 
totbemfehes^  in  order- to  regulate  their  conduft^  anci 
remind  them  of  their  peculiar,  and  hazardous  con- 
dition in  this  life.  From  the  fpirit  of  this  textj 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  eflabliih  the  propriety^  and  be- 
nefit of  fuch  Chriftian  difcipline,  as  is  calculated 
to  expofe  and  reftrain  all  public  aAs  of  licentious 
indulgence^  and  likewife  to  recommend  fuch  vigi- 
lanccj  and  felf-denial  in  our  private  deportment, 
as  may  be  inftrumental  in  forming  a  proper  frame 
of  mind^  thoroughly  prepared  to  holy  meditations^^ 
and  good  works. 

The  particular  method  I  (hall  take  for  your  fpiri- 
?ual  improvement  on  this  occafion,  will  be— Firfl", 
to  afford  you  a  plain  account  of  the  feafon  we  ca^U 
Lenti 

E  3  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  I  fhall  make  feme  general  obfervations 
on  the  nature,  ^n4  cnJd  gf  the  cuftpms  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  firft  ages  of  the  churbh,  at  this  time ; 
And 

Thirdly;  I  ihall  conclude,  with  an  application 
to  our/elves^  as  members  of  Chrift's  myftical  body^ 
that  is,  of  a  Chriftyi|;  c^ifjj^.or  community. 

Under  the  charafter  of  Cbrifiiansy  then,  my 
brethren,  it  may  aflift  your  religious  knowledge,  and 
prepare  your  minds  for  fuitable  meditations,  to  be 
inftruftcd  in  the  hiftory  of  this  particular  feafon. 
which  the  inftitutions  of  our  church  have  fet  apart 
(in  imitation  of  the  mod  pious  times)  for  the-exer- 
cife  of  more  than  ordinary  devotion- 

We  will  begm  with  the  general  term  by  which 
this  fealbn  is  called,  forae  among  you,  perhaps,  not 
teing  acquainted  with  its  meaning.  Lent,  is  a  word 
taken  from  the  old  faxon  language^  and  fignifies  th^ 
Jpring,  and  was  applied,  to  diftihguifh  the  faft  which 
happens  at  this  early,  and  advancing  feafon  of  the 
year.  It  is  contrived  always  to' legin,  fo  as  tp  end 
at  Eajier.  The  ufe  of  this,  is  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
6ur  BleffccJ  SsLviour's/ufferings,  which  ended  at  his 
refurre^lion.  The  cullom  of  keeping  this  faft,  is  of 
the  k.reateft antiquity;  for,  from  the  earlieft  ages  of 
the  church,  it  was  ufual  fo^  Chriftians  to  employ 
fomefet  time  for  the  purppfe  oi  Jelf-denial,  in  order 
to  prepare  iHcmfclves  for  the  feaft  of  Eafter.  As  to 
the/r^  rife  of  it,  it  has  been  fully  fhewn,  by  learned 
and  pious  writers^^  that  the  Chttfiian  lent,  was  copied 
from  the  Jcwilh  preparation  to  their  yearly  expiation. 
Now  this  expiation  bjiing  a  type^  or  figure  of  that 

GRAND 
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CHAND  ATONEMENT  to  bc  made  by  Chrift,  for  the 
fins  of  the  whole  world,  it  was  with  the  ftrideft 
propriety  that  the  followers  of  Chrift,  fliould  adopt 
a  cuftom,  which  was  ordained  by  God,  to  prefigure 
this  wonderful,  and  glorious  event. 

At  firft,  indeed,  the  «itf»»^  of  keeping  this  faft  iii 
point  of  time,  was  varioufly  obferved,  but  at  length, 
it  was  fixed  to  the  fpace  of  forty  days-y  and  that  for 
thefe  feveral  valuable  confiderations :  (i.)  becaufc 

the  Jews  folemn  acS  of  humbling  themfelves  before 
the  expiation  ju ft  now  mentioned,  was  confined  to 
forty  days;  a  number  remarkably  appropriated  for 
repentance,  and  religious  felf-denial,  on  many  ac- 
counts ;  for,  not  to  mention  the  forty  days  in  which 
God  deftroyed  the  old  world,  or  the  forty  years  in 
which  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  fenance  in  the 
wUdemefs;  or  the  forty  ftripesby  which  malefadlor? 
were  to  be  correded^  if  we  only  recolledt,  that 
Mofes  fafted  that  f articular  number  of  days,  more 
than  once ;  that  Elias  alfo  fafted  in  the  wilderneis 
the^/2iiii^  ipace  of  time;  that  the  Ninevites  had  exadtly 
as  many  days  allowed  them  for  their  repentance;  and,, 
laftly,  that  our  Blefled  Lord  himfelf,  when  he  was 
pleafed  to  faft,  made  choice  of  this  very  number  of 
days:  all  thefe  remarkable circumftances  will aiford 
fuflicient  warrant  for  this  portion  of  time  being 
allotted  to  an  a6t  of  extraordinary  humiliation. 

Having  informed  you  concerning  the  origin  of 
the  faft,  and  the  reafon  of  its  ftated  time  of  conti- 
nuance,  1  will  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  what 
relates  to  this  particular  day^  and  the  ufual  employ^ 
xuent  of  it.     This,  which  is  the  J&^  day  in  Lent, 

£  4  and 
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^nd  the  bead  of  the  fajl,  is  commonty  called  4Jk 
jfFedneJday.  The  rcafon  why  we  begin  the  fall  on. 
fbat  day,  is  this:  that  whereas  it  was  never  th? 
f  uftom  of  the  chqrch  to  faft  on  Sufidajs  (that  day 
being  kept  in  honor  of  fo  great  a  bleffing  as  our 
Savior's  r^funeftion)  therefore,  by  opening  the  fell 
qn  this  day,  we  gain  juft  \  fqfficient  i^umb^f  of 
^ays  to  make  up  for  thofe  Sundays  which  come  be- 
tween, in  the  courfe  of  the  forty  days;  for  if  wc 
take  out^  and  allow  for  the  fix  Sundays  in  Lent,  on 
which  we  do  not  fall,  for  the  reafons  before  men- 
tipned,  there  will  remain  but  thirty-fix  fasting 
days,  and  confequently  by  beginning  on  a  Wednef- 
^ay,  we  piakc  up  the  exa6^  number  of  the  forty  days 
by  the  addition  of  fhc^ft  four  days,  The  x%^oxs  of 
its  being  called  K^VL-lfednefday  proceeds  frpm  a 
iPolemn  praftice  of  the  ancient  difcipline  in  the 
primitive  church,  which  was  as  follows; 

On  the  firft  day  of  L^nt^  all  the  penitents,  that 
}s,  all  thofe  frail  Chriftians  who  had  fallen  (in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  year)  into  any  fcandalous 
offences,  againft  the  principles  of  their  holy  pro- 
fefflon,  (and  being  truly  forry  for  their  fips,  v^rc 
defirous  of  making  all  due  acknowledgment  of 
fheir  unworthinefs  tobqlopg  to  Chrill)  wefptopre- 
ient  thcmfelves  before  the  Bilhop,  clothed  in  fack- 
eloth,  with  their  feet  paked,  and  their  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground.  This  was  done  in  the  prefence  of 
the  principal  clergy  of  the  diocefe,  who  were  the 
jud^e§  of  the  fincerity  of  their  repentance,  by  the 
terms  of  their  confelfion.  Thyis  were  they  prefentecj 
is*  «hcir  Miniftcrs^  to  th^  Bjlhop^  whp,  with  all  tho 
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truly  pious  members  of  the  church>  were  naturaillj 
liffeded  at  fo  awful  aprocefllon :  for  the  returning 
finner*3  confciou  fnefs  of  his  ingratitude  to  his  blelTed 
Mailer^  and  diihonor  of  the  holy  caufe^  he  had  occa« 
iioned  the  enemies  of  chriftii^nity  to  blafpheme^ 
made  him  willing  (ogive  this  proof  of  his  deep  con^ 
cem^  an^  produced  fuch  unavoidable  figns  of  un- 
feigned forrowj  as  rendered  the  ceremony  moving 
pad  defcription.  The  Biihop  and  the  clergy  then  re^ 
peated  the  penitential  Pfalms>  and>  rijGlng  from  their 
prayers^  they  fprinkled  ajbe^  on  the  penitent,  covered 
their  heads  with  fackcloth,  and  with  mournful  figns 
and  language^  declared  to  them,  that  as  Adam  was 
C9>ft^  out  of  Paradife  for  wilful  difobedience,  fo 
they,  for  a  time,  muft  be  put  out  of  the  church  of  ^ 
Chrift.  The  Biihop  then  gave  orders  to  the  proper 
officers  to  (hut  the  doors  of  the  church  againft  them^ 
and  all  the  clergy  followed  after,  repeating  this 
curfe  on  Adamj  In  thefwtat  of  thy  hnmjbalt  thou  tat 
thy  breadi  by  which  they  intimated  to  them,  that 
while  under  this  fentence,  they  muft  expeft  no  othei^ 
religious  confolation,  but  what  proceeded  from  pc«» 
pitential  forrow  for  their  trefpafles.  The  fame  pe- 
nance was  paiTed  upon  them,  the  next  time  the  holy 
facrament  was  adminifteredj  which  was  the  Sunday 
following. 

Now  the  ufe  of  all  this,  was  to  convince  offenders, 
and  all  the  members  of  the  church,  what  great  dif- 
order,  QiamCj  and  danger,  was  brought  upon  it, 
by  fuch  foul  offences  againft  Chriftian  purity,  and 
that  they  (hould  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  and  dread 
pf  fuch  a  puniftunent  as  gave  trouble  and  uneafinels 
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to  all  their  Chriftian  brethren^  fuperiors,  and  rcia* 
tions,  and  for  a  time  reduced  themfelves  to  a  worfe 
jftate  than  heathenifm^  being  under  feoteiice  of  con- 
i]einiifttion»  axnl  excluded  the  benefits  of  all  the 
putward  means  of  grace, 

.  Here  then,  my  brethren,  in  this  (hort  hiftory  of 
the  mode  of  doing  penance  in  the  primitive  churchy 
you  have  the  reafons  why  the  day  is  pcHntedly 
cadkd  A^U'^JVednefday^  which  was  derived  from  the 
iiumbling  ceremony  of  fprinkling  ajbes  on  the  heads 
of  public  penitents.  A  few  fuitable  refleAiona 
may  not  be  unprofitable  on  this  occafion.  It  is  inv* 
pofllble  for  any  truly  pious  Chriftian  not  to  ob- 
ferye^  and  lament,  the  differem  (pirit  of  the  times 
refpeding  the  genuine  fentiments  of  GhrHlianity ; 
for  here,  two  valuable  remarks  prefcnt  themfelves, 
Firft,.  what  a  well  grounded  fenfe  of  their  Cbrifiian 
MigaHox^  the  early  members  of  the  church  pof- 
feffed,  who,  though  through  the  power  of  Satan 
over  the  weaknefs  of  nature,  they  had  heavily  tranC* 
grefled  their  folemn  vows  at  baptifm ;  ftill,  on  be- 
ii^  Ihcwn  the  heinoufnefs  of  their  offence,  and  its 
confequent  danger,  they  readily  fled  to  the  remedy 
appointed  by  their  fpiritual  counfellors  for  their  re^ 
mfOity.  They  confejfed,  and  bewailed  their  faults,  and 
folicited  the  form  of  public  penance  as  the  only 
ferjaval  atonement  in  their  power,  and  thus  fetting 
an  example  to  others,  of  the  necejfuy  of  repentance, 
they  cqnfirmcd  their  veneration  for  the  church,  and 
declared  what  a  bleffing,  or  a  curfe  they  judged  it 
to  be,  wiibin^  or  out  of  her  communion.  Secondly, 
the  authority,  refped,  and  ufeful  confequence,  of 

a  diligent 
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a  diligCQt  TO jniftiy^  i^  hereby  eftablilhe^  j  and  wf 
difcQver  likewife,  the  affedionatc  parf  tjic  cler^^ 
from  the  very  highe/l^  to  the  Ipweft,  and.  gU  the 
congregation  to^ok  in  the  folemn  c.eff^mony:  (|uly 
jealous  of  the  honpr  of  their  I>oly  paXTing,  they 
were  ready  tq  pxcrcife  that  difciplinc,  which  might 
prefefve  its  ^r^it;  and>  at  the  fame  time^  no  lel^ 
charitably  difppftd  tp^vards  their  offending  brethr«i|» 
(from  a  juft  fenfe  .qf  the  diigracp  of  being  und^ 
feligiou$  f:cnfpre»  at^d  the  mifery  to  a  Cji^hrifiianj  ta 
be  4q?l^V¥^  of  ^he  blpfHng  of  God's  ordinance^) 
they  equally  rgoipeid  {o  receive  them  into  com][x^i^ 
nion  of  the  church  ajgain,  ^s  foon  as  they,  were  ^oa^p 
yiii^d  phat  they  ppffefled  a  ^uc  rdpcf^  for  t|^ 
cb^r^d^t.of  its  membjers. 

The  ^b.ove  difcijpline  we  will  grant yi!i;^r<,  hif% 
futcly  it  was  pot  heavier  t)^n  the  purity  of  thg^ 
happy  times  made  men  to  judge  the  nature  of  ths 
offence;  and  the  many  g9od  confequences  attendf ng 
it,  fhe¥(ed  it  worthy  the  imitation  of  every  Chrif-r 
tian  age.  All  \yho  s^re  friends  to  the  value  of  arifn'% 
and  ecclfsfiaftical  gpvernm^nt,  cani^ot  fail  to  fe^ 
how  greatly  MfP  fuffer  for  t^e  want  of  it;  fipcs 
hoyrcvcr  evajigelical  j^  Chriftian's  principles  may  l^i 
unlefs  they  arg  blinded,  and  deluded,  by  extrapr^fct 
nary  prejudice,  they  cannot  deny,  but  ev^ry  l^um^n 
endeavour,  governed  by  a  ^al.fpr  Chriflian  purity, 
muft  be  delirable,  and  truly  ufeful,  becaufe  it  can 
alone  proceed  from  the  influence  of  that  Good  Sp  jrit 
that  would  protect  ^he  church  of  Chrift,  and  rule 
it  ii^  all  gpdlinefs.  Where  there  is  no  folemn 
public  check  to  bare&ced,  and  foul  tranfgreflion,  a 
general  door  is  opened  to  ^6t&  of  multiplied  impu- 
rity. 
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why,  and  licentioufnefs^  whichj,  gaining  daiTf 
ground,  through  lack  of  difciptine,  level  all  diC- 
ttndlion  between  good  and  bad^  prieft  and  people^ 
and  lower  the  valuable  influence  of  minifteriat 
exhortation  and  exampfe.  It  is  my  hunnble  judg- 
ment^  therefore,  that  every  wife,  and  found  friencf 
of  our  eftabliihment,  mull  cordially  lament  that 
0ur  church  ha?  not  yet  fucceeded  in  reltoring  the 
exorcile  of  fuch  falutary,.  and  holy  ditcipline.  As 
long  at  rt  continues  to  be  neglefied,  (b  far  as  it 
might  promote  the  honor  of  Chrift's  religion,  it 
win  prove  a  fword  in  our  fide,  and  help  to  provoke 
the  vengeance  of  heaven  to  difpofleG  us  ultimately^ 
of  an  unifbrmi  and  Apoftolical  form  of  worfliip. 
All  that  our  church  at  prelbnt  fupplies  in  general  at 
this  fealbn,  is  the  proper  and  fuitabte  office  of 
coMMiNATioN.,  or  God's  pointed  threatening^ 
againft  all  wilful,  and  foul  offenders. 

i  would  not  have  you  fuppofe,  my  brethren^ 
fceeaufe  we  have  no  fuch  wholefome  pnt&ice  nom 
amongft  us,  that  thefe  are  private  notions  of  my 
own.  Hear,  what  one  of  the  mofl  pious  Bifhops  * 
of  our  church  has  recorded  on  this  very  fubjed:,  and 
lemember  that  the  pradice  is  fancflioned  by  holy 
ftripture.  "  Church  difcipline  (fays  he)  is  for  the 
••  honor  of  God,  the  fafcty  of  religion,  the  good 
of  finrters,  and  the  public  happinefs;  that  ChriA 
tians  may  not  rpn  headlong  to  ruin,  without  be- 
••  ing  made  fenfible  of  their  danger;  that  others 
•'  may  fee  and  fear,  and  not  go  on  prefumptuoufly 
^*  in  evil  courfes ;  that  the  houfe  of  God  may  not 

^  become 
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^  become  a  <]en  of  thievies^  and  that  judgmems 
^  may  sot  be  poured  down  upon  the  Ivholc  com* 
"  munity^  ^or  we  know  Achan  cominkted  fin, 
**  and  wiath  foon  followed  on  the  whole  coogie- 
"  gation." 

Let  us  bear  the  opinion  of  another  divJiie^ 
though  09/ of  our  churchy  (true  Chriflian  fentimenta 
upon  any  fubjed^  being  equally  venerable  and  vaki- 
ible^  however  cfrnntty,  or  educaium^  may  diftiqgutlli 
the  author  *0  ''  As  difcipline  was  negleded  {ikg% 
^  he)  nusn^s  manners  grew  more  and  more  comipc^ 
**  even  in  the  purefi  times.  There  were  never  moic 
^*  unbelievers  con  verted^  than  whenChrilUans  wtic 
^  ^aieebizeJ,  or  ilridly  examined  in  the  principles 
^^  of  their  faith ;  and  hi^tbud  Chriftkns  put  to 
<*  cpenpemmct  for  their  iins."  Hear  €lMt  Jct^turt^ 
on  the  ixjhjedl  i  St.  Paul  exhorts*  in  i  Tim.  v«  ao. 
nem  ihatjin^  rebuke  lefore  all,  ibai  others  edfo  jwgr 
FEAR.  Again^  he  tells  us*  that  the  very  feverefidT 
all  cburch  difcipline  (excommunication)  isf/ar  Uk 
defhruBim  of  thefiefh^  that  the  foul  may  hejavedin  iii 
iof  of  tie  Lordi  that  is*  to  mortify*  and  Ihame  the 
comiption  of  carnal  nature,  luft*  pride*  and  bi* 
temperance*  a  fure  method  to  bring  the  iinner  m 
reafon^  and  repentance*  and  to  lead  him  ia  the  waqr 
of  falvation. 

But  perhaps  the  obje<5lors  to  difcipline  may  ob- 
fervCj  that  this  fi:verity  will  fcare*  and  difcoura^ 
the  ungodly  from  returning  to  their  duty^  Quke 
the  contrary*  is  the  truth.   While  a  perfon  is  deia> 


iSSrOd  t&eofimit  k^lfnrier,  nothing  will  tcf rifjr  jiiin'^ 
toBUrt  hi  A/  If'Vitxriy  pcnifence  tkkes  placer,  he 
is  theft  fc  the  hintis  of  God,  thefe  ciai)  be  no  fear 
from'tfi'c  efffefls  bf  public  reproichi^  o^r  the  deepeft 
contrition.     It  is  a  pofitive  contradiftion  df  caOfc 
and  effedFj  WTuppoTe'it  othe'rwife.     For  as  I  have 
alfbady*  fH6#n',  that  the  very  aft'  of  true  peii^nce' 
ptok^tfeds  from' inward  conviftioh  iii  the' offender, 
and  a  defire'to  tiffcihr  fand  therefore  in  the  primitive 
chtrtch  pcnanccsf^^re' never  granted  but  unto  fuch^, 
as  iifife'd  them,  and  wiftied  to  bd  cotruerted)  fd  it'  is. 
ifertalftr,  forced pknkiice^  ard  feldbnr  lafting ;  arid  on^ 
of  thePtthtrs  fSt;'Cfifyfoftom}  oblefves,  that  men 
Ihould  aPways  ht'p^uaded,  not  conipilted  to  forfake. 
their  f?ns,    bichtife  <jrod  rewardi   not  thofe  wn^, 
through'  netBJjity^  refrain  from  vice  (that  is,  mei^ly 
forfelfilhV  bi'  Wbrldly*  re'aforis)  but*  fuch  as  do  it' 
fi^^ely\  frohi  reii'  hathd  of  them,  and  frbm'  hearty 
dfefiVe  to  beeon^e  God's  faithful  fervints.     If  it'  \% 
further  objeif^fl,  that  we  zx^^dll  finners,  and  that 
to  keep  us  within  the  bounds  of  Chriftian  forbear- 
ance this  advice  prefehts  itfeif.  Be  that  is  without 
fin  athongfiyoUy  let  hifn  taji  the  firft  Jione  at  the  ^iltj ; 
and  therefort  it  appears' inconfiftent  to  punifh  tficT 
vice's  of  Jbirie,  while  others'  go   quite*  unnoticed.^ 
We  anfwcr,  that  it  is  true,  indeed,  that  we  cannot  be* 
tOo' charitable,  that' is/  tender,  fparirig,  and  confi- 
derate,  rdfpe*<lling  our  cerifiire  towards  our  fellow- 
creatures:     Thi^  we  admit  as  undeniable,  concern- 
ii5^  bur"/fr/^4/i?'coridud  towards  each  other,  biit  it 
has  nothing  to'  do  with  our  puilic  charadler,   as 
members  of  a  Chriftian  fociety,  or  with  the  pofitive 

$  office 


oSkCC  of  a  minifier.    It  is  certain^  peepl.^  tnayjiar^, 

bour  in  their  hearts  abundant  evil  principlesj  andi 

pailionsj  that  will  render  them  as  incapable  of  ai 

place  in  heaven,  as  though  they  had  committed  moro^ 

Jcandalom  offences^  pride,  malue,  envy^  wynft  lf^n^€met^ 

oHfneJs^  and  wsint  of  cbari/y  are  of  this  number i  birtl 

none  of  thefe  are  object?  of  generai  cJiiMS,  nor  cdn-* 

fequently  ofpuilic  penance  j  and  however  people  ntojrv 

be  corrupted  by  thefe  tempers^  and  endanger  thdin 

falvation  by  them>  yet  if  they  do  not  break  th6 

peace  of  fociety,  nor  difgrace  the  ptofeflidn  they* 

belong  to,  by  more  profligate  af^ions^  doubfikfs 

there  is  a  diftindion  to  be  madei;/i^:;hufine(s  isi 

between  God^  and  fhemfelves.-    fiut  in  thd  cafii 

before  us»   the  exprefs   word^  zvt/^  wbcremmigers^ 

drunkards^  and  adulterers  God  will  judge*  ,  And  as  to: 

the  office  ofmrnijlers,  the  charge  is  no  {efs  pofitive^. 

as  isay  be  feen  in  Ezekiel  ii.  6,- 7^- ^^  ^  ,Mtf^^« 

not  afraid,  of  tbem^^  neither  he  afraid  fif  their  vwds.^ 

Thou  ftiabjpeak  my  words  unto  them,  whether  tbty  wiS* 

bear,  or  whether  they^  will  forbean     In  ihort,  vHitilii 

regard  to  tnimftersy  their  authority  is  nedejfary,  if  it 

is  at  all  neceflary  to  preferve  the  ht^nor  of  religion^* 

The  end  of  it,  is  to  reform^  the  wicked>  and  remover 

all  barefaced  fcandals.     And  as  to  true  penitents, 

tb^  will  always  be  ready  to  bear  the  (hame  of  their 

fins,  vi^here  the  offence  of  them  has  been  piiWc, 

that  they  may.  efcape  the  confiifion  of  them  here^ 

after. 

It  is  certainly  a  great  comfort  to  a  faithful  minif«- 
tcr»  to  fifid  himfelf  obliged  to  ufe  nothing  but  good 
9A^Yk^^Mi  ordejr  to  caution  againft  the  general  .d^* 

pravitjr 
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pravity  of  human  nature :  this  is  the  mild^  and  eafjr 
part  of  his  authority ;  but  if  there  is  caufe  {oxjbdrp^ 
wtfs^  mre  fee  he  Ls  not  to  forbear.  And  when  meil 
will  not  take  care  of  their  own  falvation^  not  td 
remind^  and  warn  them  of  their  liuj  and  danger^  is 
by  no  meand  the  charadler  of  a  good  jhepherd^  but  of 
a  bireSngt  who  caretb  not  fot  the  floA:  and  every 
paftOr  who  hopes  to  do  his  duty  effkHudlty^  without 
rebuking  the  tranfgreflbrsj  will  at  laft  be  found  td 
deceive  himfelf ;  he  miy  pleafe  men,  but  he  muft 
difpleafe  his  Mafter  who  is  in  heaven. 

Having  now  afforded  you  a  fhort  difiertatipn 
upon  the  hiftory  of  thid  feafon^  the  value  of  church 
diibipline,  and  the  more  immediate  defign  of  pub- 
lic penance ;  lince  the  temper  of  the  times  will  no 
longer  admit  of  this  wholefome  reilraint  upon  the 
indecency  of  men's  lives;  let  us  further  pro- 
ceed to  examine  thie  neceflity  of  another  kind  of 
pcnanccj  which  all  who  have  the  leaft  pretenfioiis  to 
Chriftian  charader^  muji  (bbfcribe  tOj  and  that  is 
true  repentance,  and  filf-deniaL 

In  regari^  to  particular  offenders,  this  is  the  pro- 
^r  fealbn  to  do  penance  upon  tbemfehes ;  and  as  the 
penalty  of  outward  penance,  is  not  infilled  on,  but 
unhappily,  quite  out  of  fafhion,  people  fhould  be 
more  minutely  cautious,  that  their  inward  repent- 
ance is  Jincere.  For  a  man  may  Jee  his  iln,  confejs 
it,  and  yet  be  a  falfe  penitent.  Did  not  the  traitor 
Judas  do  as  much?  But  the  grand  requifite  of 
fiving  repentance,  is  the  grace  of  God  enabling  us 
to  behold  the  riches  of  his  mercy  unto  truly  hum** 
bkd  finners.    It  is  the  gift  of  God^  and  this  gift 
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Cometh  by  prayer  and  fajting.    The  perfed.  penance, 
which  Chrift  requireth,  (fay  the  Homilies  of  our 
Church,)  is  comi^{tdL  oi deep  forrow  for  Jin^  confeffim, 
amendment  of  former  errors,  and  a  careful  obedience 
to  the  laws  and  will  of  God.     Sin  is  the  deadly 
diftemper  of  men's  fouls.    No  difeafes  can  be 
cured  inftantly^  unlefs  by  miracle ;  and  as  no  man  is 
defperately  wicked  all  at  once^   fo  neither^  in  the 
ordinary  courle  of  God's  dealings  with  his  crea- 
tures, do  thty Juddenly  become /aints.     Truft  me,  it 
will  take  time  to  root  out  evil  habits,  and  deaden 
the  fting  of  fiii ;  it  will  need  time  alfo,  to  prove  the 
virtue  of  good  refolutions.    Men  may  folemnly 
frofe/s  that  they  will  repent,  but  they  cannot  be 
furebut  that  they  lie  unto  God,  until  continued  fruit 
cRzhlilticsJnceriiy :  and  though  fome  may  call  the 
difcifime  of  the  church  Jevere^  a  man  cannot  be  too 
feverc  againft  himfelf     To  be  ?ver  ready  to  make 
excufes  for  human  weaknejs^  is  to  doubt  the  power  of 
gnice  to  amend,  and  will  at  laft  be  found  to  ftrike 
at  the  very  root  of  Chriflianity,  which  is  founded 
upon  eternal  truth,  not  human  policy,  and  ineffec- 
tual maxims.     Inftead  of  gaining,  or  fecuring  the 
fatdty  by  fuch  indulgencies,  depend  upon  it,  it  is 
the  way  to  fpoil  and  lofe  the  better  fort.    Let  no 
trafgreflion,  then,  be  fatisfied  with  a  hafty,  fhort 
repentance,  which  feldom  ends  in  purity  of  life ; 
for  he  who  fancies  his  habits  will  be  effedually 
changed  in  a  moment^  will  certainly  deceive  himfelf. 
Regeneration^  and  growth  in  grace>  are  two  different 
things.     It  is  true,  a  creature  mufl  be  firfl  bom^ 
before  he  can  be  faid  to  live ;  but  his  being  born,  is 
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no  fccurity  that  he  will  arrive  to  manbtH^d.  It  takci 
a  long  regular  courfe  both  in  grace,  zd  well  as  nature, 
before  a  Heady  habit  of  pious  principle  is  iflahiybeJ. 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  wiibin  m%,  and  that  king«- 
dom  is  juilly  likened^  by  the  King  himfelf^  to  a 
furprifing  increafe  of  the  fmalleft  of  all  feeds.  It 
mufl:  firft  be  planted^  then  watered,  watched,  and 
weeded,  if  we  can  expedt  it  to  extend  its  branches ; 
but  as  when  a  plant  hath  received  a  fhock  by  neg- 
ligence^  the  malice  of  an  enemy,  or  any  ferious 
injury,  it  will  then  require  dwble  diligence  to  recruit 
its  vigour,  and  reftore  its  beauty,  fo  is  it  with  the 
returning  finner ;  redoubled  induftry  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  repair  his  lofs ;  he  mud  water  his  couch 
with  his  tears,  mortify,  and  fubdue  his  paiTions, 
reproach,  and  accufe  his  weaknefs,  encourage  every 
kind  of  charity  towards  others,  inflead  of  vindicat- 
ing himfclf  by  flattering  comparijom ;  in  fhort,  he 
van^faft,  pray,  and  condemn  himfelf,  that  his  re- 
pentance may  be  accepted,  and  his  offences  blot- 
ted out.  He  mna  judge  himfelf,  that  he  be  notfinaUjf 
judged  of  the  Lord,  This  is  the  incumbent  duty  of 
every  heinous  finner,  at  this  particular  fdafon  of 
humiliation.  But  who  is  not  a  grievous  finner  at 
heart,  and  by  nature,  (further  than  the  graice  of  God 
reftrains  him  from  atrocious  crimes,)  if  he  views 
himfelf  aright  ?  Are  we  not  all  become  abomina*- 
ble  and  gone  out  of  the  way  ?  There  «  none  that 
doth  good,  no  not  one.  The  confideration  of  this 
melancholy  Aatc  of  fallen  nature,  leads  me  to  the 
more  particular  application  of  my  fubjedl,  and  will 
furnifh  full  and  ferious  meditation  for  your  inftruc- 
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tion  when  we  meet  again.  In  the  mean  time^  may 
we  all  find  grace  to  digefl:  what  has  now  been 
offered  for  our  diredion  in  thefe  truths.  And  being 
thoroughly  convinced  of  our  own  manifold  back* 
Hidings,  may  we  feizc  the  opportunity  of  this 
folemn  feafon  to  prove^  and  punifh^  all  our  paft 
omifHons^  and  to  refit  our  minds  with  holy  refolu-^ 
tions,  and  fubflantial  virtues.  May  God  hearj 
and  grant  our  neceflary  petitions^  to  this  happy 
end,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our  only  Advocate 
and  Rcijeemer. 
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I  Cor.  ix.  27. 

1  hep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into /abjection,  left 
that  by  any  means  when  I  have  preached  to  others^ 
Imyfelfjbould  be  a  caft-away. 

THESE  words  of  St.  Paul,  which  I  have  chofen 
for  the  fubjeft  of  your  inftruftion  this  even- 
ing, may  be  thus  interpreted:  I  fubmit  to  thef(^ 
reftraints,  left  by  the  indulgence  of  any  of  my 
bodily  appetites,  in  matters  that  may  feem  lawful^ 
in  tbemfehes,  I  may  encourage  defires,  that  lead  to 
finful,  and  forbidden  courfes.  Temperance,  and 
even  abftinence  therefore,  are  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  reclaim  the  evil  difpofition  of  my  nature,  left  I 
commit  the  very  things  I  preach,  or  fpeak  againft, 
aiid  thereby  incur  a  double,  and  deferved  punilh* 
ment. 

My  difcourfe  in  the  morning,  my  brethren,  was 
nther  an  iniroduBion  to  the  fubjedt  which  thefe  texts 
enjoin  us  more  particularly  to  coniider  at  this  time, 
than  a  regular  comment  upon  their  ferious  mean- 
ing. But  according  to  the  method  I  generally 
purfue,  in  my  ^ddrefles  to  you  upon  (lated  occa« 
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iions>  I  judged  it  might  be  profitable  to  many;,  firft 
to  inform  their  underjlanding,  rcfpeding  fome  par- 
ticulars which  dillinguifh  this  folemn  feafon,  in 
order  to  convince  them  of  the  importance  of  the 
appointment,  and  of  the  great  benefit  which  may 
be  derived  to  all  Chriftians  by  a  due  obfervance  of 
it.  In  the  third  divifion  of  this  difcourfe,  \  pro- 
mifcd  to  make  a  clofer  application  of  the  fubjedl 
to  our  own  cafi.  In  order  to  do  this  effecfhially,  I 
^2Mi.  firft  inquire  into  the.defign,  and  uje  of  reli- 
gious abftinence,  or  that  Chriftian  duty  which  is 
commonly  Xtrvat^  fafting  \  and  fecondly,  after  a  few 
neceflary  remarks,  I  (hall  bring  the  expediency  of 
the  pradlice  more  home  to  ourfelves,  by  a  pointed 
appeal  to  the  confcicncc,  and  experience,  of  every 
humble  Chriftian. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
weak,  dependant  Chriftians,  at  all  times  to  watch 
over  their  ways  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  to  con- 
tinue all  poflible  methods  of  preparing  themfelves 
for  the  enjoyment  of  God's  favor,  and  the  im- 
provement of  thofe  gracious  motions  which  He 
freely  communicates  to  the  minds  of  all  his  crea- 
tures. In  other  words,  it  is  our  highcft  wifdom 
to  prcferve  our  outward  frame ^  in  all  manner  of  tem- 
perance, and  purity,  that  we  may  cultivate  a  con^ 
Jcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  towards  man. 
But  as  the  very  bcft,  (who  are  careful  to  examine 
themfelves  as  they  ought  to  do)  muft  ftill  acknow- 
ledge, not  only  the  general  corruption  of  the  world, 
but  the  deplorable  weaknefs  of  their  own  nature ; 
as  they  mull  be  fenHble  how  often  they  exceed  the 
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bounds  of  Chriftian  duty,  and  how  difinclined  they 
are  to  check  and  crofs  their  flefhiy  appetites,  and 
fond  defires,  which  cpntinually  tempt  them  to 
offend  the  laws  intended  to  preferve  them  holy. 
This  leads  us  to  acknowledge  the  neceifity  of  fome 
ftated  timesj  on  which  to  review  the  progrefs  of 
our  Chriftian  lives,  to  examine  the  caufe,  and  con- 
fequently  of  our  refpeiSlive  failings ;  and  to  enter 
upon  a  courfe  of  Ilrid,  and  humble  repentance; 
and  the  benefit  which  may  be  derived  from  fuch  a 
pradice,  cannot  but  be  granted  by  all  who  ferioufly 
confider  the  grand  end  of  human  life,  and  the 
nature  of  its  probationary  ilate. 

Now  as  every  real  Chriftian  knows,  that  our 
chief  bappinefs  on  this  fcene  of  trial,  confifts  in  fo 
improving  the  various  graces,  and^  opportunities 
God  afibrds  us,  that  we  may  not  only  fliew  forth 
the  glory  and  goodnefs  of  the  Creator  ncxir,  but 
that  we  may  be  rendered  capable  of  fervinghim  for 
ever  in  a  ferfiSl  ftate  of  being ;  aU  fuch,  therefore, 
will  gladly  liften  to  a  plain  account  of  0ne  of  the 
fcriptural  methods,  that  is  handdd  down  to  us,  as 
calculated  to  help  us  forward  in  this  good  work. 

'•  Fasting  (fays  the  pious  Author*  I  often 
quote  for  your  inftrudlion)  is  neceflary  to  bring 
our  hearts  to  a  penitent,  holy,  and  devout  temper^ 
and  to  enable  us  the  better  to  perform  th^  Chrif- 
tian vows  that  are  upon  us :  by  fafting,  alms,  and 
prayer,  we  dedicate  our  bodies,  goods,  and  fouU  to 
God,  in  the  mofl:  efpecial  manner. '• 

f  Bilhop  Wafon* 
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It  is  not  that  the  Almighty  is  plcafcd,  or  dif- 
plcafed,  with  what  we  barely  eat,  or  drink,  at  one 
time,  preferably  to  another,  or  whether  we  fupply 
the  neceflary  fupport  of  life  by  feeding  upon  fiejh^ 
oxfijh^  or  vegetable  diet ;  nor  can  he  be  fuppofed  to 
favor  us  the  more,  for  ftarving  or  torturing  our 
bodies,  to  the  hazard  of  our  health,  for  fuch  ex- 
tremes might  help  to  deceive  us  on  the  other  fide ; 
wc  ihould  only  be  capable,  by  Juch  a  feverity  of 
felf-denial,  of  performing  a  languid  feryicc,  and 
our  ferious  behavior  might  poflibly  proceed  from 
fainting  fpirits,  and  not  from  heart-felt  forrow. 
//  is  not  Juch  a  faft  as  this  that  God  requires  at  our 
bands.    Such  diftindlions,  and  fuch  mortifications, 
and  indeed  every  ad  of  felf-denial  or  religious  wor- 
ihip,  that  is  performed  independant  of  a  rational, 
and  humble  dejign  to  glorify  him,  is   wholly  un- 
profitable to  the  creature,  and  by  thefe.occafional 
ads  of  outward  abftinence  alone,  it  is  impoflible  we 
can  honor  God.     Pojitive  fornns  are  doubtlefsliecef- 
fary,  and  even  indifpenfable,  but  ftill  they  muft  be 
qualified  by  the  intention  m  oxdtr  to  promote  our 
good.     It  is  this  God  regards,  accepts,  and  blefTes. 
Without  this,  our  mod  plaufible  facrifices  can  only 
be  efteemed  as  terms  of  compojition  with  the  Deity, 
which  is  prefuming  injolence^    inftead  of  worthy 
honor  •  whereas  po  worfhip  can  be  pleafing  to  him, 
but  fo  far  as  it  is  influenced  by  obedience,  nor  fer- 
viceable  to  ourfelves,  but  in  proportion  as  it  helps 
to  prepare  us  for  the  aflillance  of  his  further  grace. 
Fajling,  then,  is  that  peculiar  Chriftian  exercife, 
which  fits  us  for  the  moft  becoming,  and  moft 
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ulcful  of  all  other  Chriftian  virtues^  and  that  is 
bumUity  of  Jpirit.     The  effeSl  of  it,  as  a  godly  prac- 
tice, is  this.     By  duly  lowering  the  animal  fpirits, 
the   mind  becomes  more  equal   to  confidcr  the 
things  that  belong  to  its  eternal  peace ;  to  raife  its 
affe3ums  to  things  above,  and  to  weigh  the  real  infig- 
nificancy  of  things  on  earth.     Of  the  truth  of  this, 
"we  may  judge,  by  that  ftate  of  mind  we  frequently 
^experience,  when  our  bodies  are  indifpofed,  our 
fpirits  opprefled  by  accidental  circumftances,   or 
when  trouble,  like  an  armed  man,  compels  us  to 
re/Uxion.     In  either  of  thefe  cafes  (where  religion 
hath  taken  any  pofTeflion  of  the  foul)  we  are  then 
moft  apt  to  fly  to  God ;  we  are  then  mod  capable 
of  reliftiing  the  motions  of  his  good  fpirit ;  and  the 
rea/bn  is  very  evidenti  becaufe  our  affedions  are 
then  Icfs  divided.     Under  this  frame  of  mind,  we 
fulpcft  and  difcard  the  friendfliip  of  the  world,  and 
confequently  we  draw  nearer  to  God  ;  for  he  that 
lovcth  the  world,  is  at  enmity  with  Godj  that  is,  he 
who  trufteth  to  it,  independent  of  fubmiflion  to 
God's  government,   and  dircdlion  of  all   events. 
Vow  fafiifig,  (in  a  rational  ufe  of  the  cxercife)  is  an 
artificial  method,  depending  on  our  own  will,  to, 
make  our  bodies  fater  temples  for  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  inhabit,  than  they  are  likely  to  prove,  while 
under  no  reftridKon,  but  devoted  to  all  manner  of 
carnal  indulgence.    A  very  little  is  fufficient  to 
fupport  the  body  for  a  while,  without  any  incon- 
venience, or  danger  of  injury ;  and  a  very  little 
mare  than  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  its  proper 
maintenance^  will  put  the  fpirits  in  a  train  unfuit- 
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able  to  refigipus  forrow,  and  penitential  medita-. 
tions..  It  is  tbaf  liule  then,  according  to  our  diife- 
rent  conilitutionsj  that  alone  is  needful  for  us  to 
abftain  from,  in  order  that  we  may  be  faid  ration^ 
ally>  and  profitably  to  f aft.  For  it  is  not  in  outward 
feiw  like  the  hypocrites,  with  fad  countenances^  that  we 
may  appear  unto  men  to  faji,  but  that  we  may  bumble 
ourfclves  in  hearty  before  our  Father  who  is  in 
kcaven,  who  knowing  the  innocence  of  the  defign» 
■will  reward  us  openly,  by  blefling  us  with  fuch  fur- 
ther degrees  of  grace,  and  flrength,  as  (hall  con- 
Tince  the  world  that  all  our  works  begun,  conti-. 
nued,  and  ended  in  Jiim,  whether  fading,  praycr> 
or  other  religious  duties,  are  all  accepted  by  him* 
J  think  it  therefore  neceflary  to  repeat,  my  bre- 
thren, to  avoid  all  poffibility  of  error  on  a  fubjedt 
of  fuch  ferious  import,  tjiat  we  attribute  no  merit 
to  the  aft  of  fading,  fingly  as  a  perfonal  work,  nor 
has  it  any  peculiar  virtue  in  itjelf,  further  than  as 
it  is  influenced  by  a  holy  purpofe  of  exerting  every 
means  to  become  thoroughly  fenfible  of  our  fins, 
to  aflift  a  train  of  ferious  thoughts  at  the  mofl: 
folemn  feafons,  and  thereby  to  raife  an  humble 
hope,  that  we  may  become  ftill  more  fandified 
vefTels  for  the  work  to  which  we  are  called. 

If  the  Apoftle's  exprefs  command  Not  to  make 
frovtfimfor  tbefiejb  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof,  is  binding 
upon  all  Chriftians,  at  all  times ;  it  muft  carry  a 
ftronger  obligation  on  us  to  abftain  from  fieft>i^  lufts 
/bat  war  againft  the  foul  at  ihtic  fixed  times,  when  wc 
lUX  called  upon  by  the  example  of  the  moft  eminent 
feints,  by  the  prafticc  and  injunftions  of  our  holy 
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churchs  and  by  the  dilates  of  our  wounded  confciences, 
xo  examine  whether  we  repent  us  truly  of  our  former 
fins.  When  wc  af e  urged  ftedfaftly  to  purpofc  f  by 
God's  grace)  to  lead  a  new  life,  to  cherifh  a  Irveljfaitb 
in  Chrijl,  with  the  moll  thankful  remembrance  of 
his  death  (which  awful  feafon  now  fpeaks  feelingl/j 
to  our  hearts)  and  to  be  in  charity  with  all  men :  1  fay, 
it  behoves  us  furely^  at  fuch  a  time  as  this^  to  ufe 
every  natural  means  to  check  the  overflowings  of 
ungodlinefsj  and  as  new  born  childi'en  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  to  frame  our  hearts  for  the  receiv- 
ings and  profiting  by  the  lincere  milk  pf  God*s  mofl: 
holy  word. 

That  a  certain  degree  of  this  cxercife  is  indif- 
penfably  necellary  for  all  Chriftians^  is  undeniable 
from  the  very  words  of  the  text,  I  keep  under  my  hody^ 
(fays  the  Apoftle)  and  bring  it  into  fubjeSlion^  ^fi  that  by 
any  means,  when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myfelf 
finndd  be  a  caji-away.  Here,  my  brethren,  we  have 
proof  that  religious  abflinence,  is  as  needful  and 
profitable  for  the  minifter,  as  the  congregation;  for 
myfelf,  who  am  to  infiruff,  as  for  you  that  hear  me. 
Wc  have  here  an  example  of  a  mo/l  eminent  faint,  a 
chofen  vcfTel  by  Chrift  himfelf,  one  miraculoufly  caU 
led  to  a  particular  work^  of  one,  who  was  fo  highly 
gifted,  as  to  be  inftrumental  in  converting  the  whole 
Gentile  world  to  Chriftianity,  who  was  fo  wonder-^ 
fully  preferred,  and  honored,  as  to  be  fnatched  up 
into  the  third  heaven,  and  there  (hewn  things  that 
neither  human  eye  can  fee,  or  ear  hear,  nor  even  enter 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  them,  while  pofitively 
united  to  this  body.    Aqd  yet^  it  is  obfervable,  that 
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notwith'ftanding  all  thefc  furprifing  marks  of  divine 
indulgence,  this  fame  great  Apoftle,  when  returned 
to  his  appointed  talk  of  trial,  prefcribes  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  the  regular,  outward  means  of  fitting  them 
for  their  warfare.     He  argues  with  them  upon 
rational  principles,  as  applicable  to  worldly  prac- 
tice.    Every  one  that firiveth  for  the  maflery  (fays  he) 
is  temperate  in  all  things^    In  order  to  obtain  even  an 
earthly  prize,  the  runners  muft  make  a  proper  pre-* 
faration ;  and  it  is  indifputable,  that  he  who  obtains 
the  prize,    would  never  have  fucceeded,  had   he 
flighted  the  ufual,  and  neceffary  mode  o^  training  for 
the  race.     And  the  Apoftle*s  information  in   the 
comparifon  is  equally  perfuafive.     Tbef  do  it  to 
obtain  a  corruptible  crown,  but  we  an  incorruptible.     In 
purfuit  of  which  heavenly  prize  it  is,  that  he  de- 
clares it  is  expedient  for  him  to  keep  under  his  body, 
and  bring  it  into  fubjeSIion ;  that  is,  to  regulate  the 
appetites,  and  padions,  to  which  his  frail  nature  was 
cxpofed,  by  a  prudent  courfe  of  occaflonal  abfti- 
nence,  and  felf  denial :  and  this  he  did  in  order 
that  he  might  find  lefs  difficulty  in  uling  his  mortal 
body  in  the  work  of  his  fpiritual  calling.     In  pro- 
portion, therefore,  as  our  religious  advancement  is 
of  far  more  confequence  to  us,  than  our  utmoft 
temporal  profpeAs ;  fo  may  we  fafely  adopt  thofe 
means  the  Apoftle  advifes,   both  to  fecure  eur 
ground,  and  help  us  forward  in  the  race  that  is  fet 
before  us. 

But  valuable  as  this  example  is,  to  encourage 
becoming  ads  of  felf-denial,  wc  hive  ftill  a  greater. 

The  illuflrious  Author  of  our  religion,  the  incarnate 
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Son  of  God,  that  fpotlefs  Lamb  in  whom  there  wai 
no  fin,  no  blcmifli,  even  Cbrift  bimfslf  while  ^  in  the 
body^  FASTSD ;  and  of  this  we  may  be  certain^  that 
there  was  no  part  of  bis  condudt^  but  what  was  ab« 
folutely  needful,  or  it  would  never  have  been  re- 
corded ;  and  that  he  did  not  deliver  thefe  words,  / 
bave  given  you  an  example  that  yejbould  do  as  I  have 
done,  but  purpofely,  that  we  might  carefully /?//i0t9 
that  example,  in  the  dated  ufe  of  abftinence  or 
prayer,  or  public  worfhip,  forgivenefs  of  our  ene- 
mies, bumili/y,  or  any  other  heavenly  precept  that 
his  preaching  or  his  pradice  recommended. 

It  is  an  eftabliihed  maxim  in  religion,  that  he 
who  cannot  command  his  thoughts,  and  will,  muft 
foon  lofe  the  command  of  his  aSlions:  it  is  highly 
expedient,  therefore,  that  we  fhould  carefully  ob- 
fcrvc  the  working  of  thofe  fprings  which  give  too 
hafty  current  to  the  thoughts  and  will,  left  our 
condud  partakes  of  this  irregularity ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  &tal  influence^  another  pious  writer  *  de- 
fines thus  clearly,  the  important  ufe  of  felf-denial. 
"  It  confifts,  (fays  h^,)  in  fuch  a  fparing  ufe  of 
God's  good  creatures,  as  may  help  to  deaden  an 
improper  love  of  them,  fb  as  to  make  us  grow 
indifferent  to  their  enjoyment^  and  thereby  lefTen 
the  weight  of  carnal  wiihes ;  for  the  nature  of 
thefe  being  to  lead  us  on  to  evil,  by  lowering 
their  influence  on  the  body,  the  grace  of  God  be- 
**  comes  more  efFedlual  in  turning  the  balance  of 
^  the  human  will/'    Even  Jejus  Cbrift  pleafed  not 

t  If orrii  oa  ChriftiaQ  Pnideace,  page  30^. 
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himfdf,  fays  St.  Paul,  Rom,  xv.  3.  Well,  there-* 
fore,  might  his  bright  example  render  his  holy  fer- 
vant,  and  alfo  the  figure  of  his  myftical  body  (the 
Chriftian  church)  moft  ready  to  adopt,  and  recom- 
mend the  pradice  of  religious  falling.  If  out 
BlejQTed  Lord  fpared  not  his  o^n  innocent  flefh,  but 
fubniitted  to  fuch  reftraints ;  furely  it  behoves  the 
^nner  to  beware  of  pampering  bis  body  continually^  and 
inftead  of  refufing  it  nothing  that  can  gratify  its 
lufts,  to  bring  it  under  an  orderly  fubjedtion.  And 
truly  may  it  be  faid,  of  thofe  many  vicious  paflions, 
to  which  our  mortal  nature  is  expofed,  that  their 
kind  can  hefubdued  by  nothing  but  by  prajfer,  andfafting^ 
"Whereas  by  encouraging  luxurious  indulgences,  we 
ourfelves  aflift  the  vidlory  which  our  unruly  paflions 
gain.  Let  all  true  Chriftians,  then,  be  diligent  to 
follow  the  Apoftle's  example,  and  advice,  and  none 
does  it  concern  more,  than  the  minifters  of  thfc 
word,  lejl  that  by  any  means  when  they  hofve preached  to 
ethers,  they  tbemfelves Jhould  be  caji^away,  even  as  was 
the  fate  of  Judas.  Thefe  latter  words,  my  brethren, 
contain  a  very  awful  admonition,  indeed !  They 
argue  plainly,  that  it  is  very  poffible  for  even  a  well- 
informed,  induftrious,  and  even  faithful  pallor,  after 
all  his  fceming  pious  labors,  tow?irds  others,  to 
make  Ihipwreck  of  his  ownJouldXhA.  God  forbid! 
will  all,  in  Chriftian  charity  exclaim,  who  arc  wit- 
neffes  to  the  diligence  of  fuch  a  charadler,  and  who 
perhaps  have  profited  by  him  as  an  injirument 
towards  their  good.  But  this,  you  fee,  the  Apbftic 
cxprefly  affirms  is  pj/iblei  and  at  the  fame  time 
ibews  usj  both  how  the  mifery  is  effeSed^  and  how , 
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it  may  be  minded*  For  example^  if  hi$  prallkk 
does  not  tally  with  his  doHrine^  his  labors  as  to  bisn^ 
filf,  fliall  be  as  the  founding  brafs,  or  tinkling 
cymbal;  juftas  the  tnufic  may  he  good ,  hut  performer 
worthies.  Gracious  Mafter^  help  us!  .  Here  is 
enough  to  make-  us  fcrupuloufly  careful,  left  by  any 
means  we  (hould  fall  fhort  of  glory.  Here  is  aa 
ailment  that  impels  us  to  follow  every,  means  that 
may  prevent  it.  With  a  true  fenfe,  then,  of  this 
fcntence  of  life  or  death  upon  our  fouls,  you  will 
not  wonder^  my  brethren,  that  we  are  ififiant  iu 
feqfon^  and  out  ofjeajon^  to  warn  you  againft  the  wrath 
to  come.  This  is  enough  not  only  to  fpur  us  on 
to  the  employment  of  every  outward  means  the 
church  prefcribes  to  lead  us  unto  God,  but  to  be 
continually  on  our  guard  to  conquer  our  inward 
foes.  Not  only  to  preach,  exhort,  and  pray,  but  to 
keep  under  our  own  bodies  in  all  things ;  to  keep  the 
houfe  fwept  and  garniftied,  for  the  reception  of  that 
blefied  Spirit,  -who  will  effedlually  in  time  fupprefs 
the  growth  of  all  thofe  deadly  paflions  which  wouUl 
bring  us  into  captivity  to  fin,  and  death,  left  bjr 
any  means  we  are  finally  caft  away;  left  pride, 
malice^  envy,  want  of  charity,  worldly  pleafure, 
vanity,  ambition,  or  felfifli  hope,  wean  us  from 
the  love  of  God,  and  render  us  unprofitable  ferr 
vants. 

Now  the  feeds  of  all  thefe  dangerous  principles, 
lurk  in  the  fouls  of  every  one  of  us.  It  is  the  grace 
of  God  alone',-  that  can  deaden,  or  deftroy  them,  fo 
that  they  may  not  work  our  everlafting  ruin,  but  it 
depends  on  us  to  ufc  the  means. he  mercifully  has 
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appointed  for  that  end^  to  hear  and  obey  the  glort^ 
ous  Author  of  our  falvation^  to  flrive  that  the  fpiric 
that  was  in  Chrifl:  may  be  in  us ;  and  to  render  that 
blefling  poflible,  to  beware  of  making  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  harlots,  pr  any  other 
unclean  thing  i  to  avoid  all  ads  of  gluttony,  in- 
temperance, and  impunity^  and  to  perfeS  bolinefs  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

Now,  is  the  feafon,  my  brethren,  for  reducing  to 
pradlice,  §ne  of  the  mod  plain,  eafy,  and  eiTe&ual 
methods  of  fecuring  .the  grace  of  God,  and  a  place 
in  his  eternal  kingdom.  Sorrow  goes  before  joy, 
in  every  virtuous  ftruggle,  in  every  holy  example ; 
even  in  the  flupendous  work  of  man's  redemption. 
In  proportion  as  we  humble  ourfelves,  we  (hall  be 
ejLalted.  You  fee  it  in  the  cafe  of  Jefus  Chrift 
himfelf,  and  in  the  pattern  of  all  his  holy  fol- 
lowers ;  they  advanced  tbrougbjuffering  to  ^ory^  and 
we  Ihall  happily  feel  it  in  our/elves^  if  fo  be  we  mor- 
tify our  bodies,  in  fincerity,  and  in  truth ;  if  we 
crucify  the  fie fh^  witl^  its  vain  delires  ;  if  we  deny  all 
ungodlinefs,  and  wofldjy  lulls.  Let  us  call  to  mind, 
that  before  his  firfl  vi(?tbry  pver  the  Tempter  our 
JjoyA  fafied  forty  daysi  and  before  his  final  triumph 
over  fin  and  death,  he  likewife  prepared  himfelf  by 
prayer^  and  aijiinence,  and  every  outward  adl  of  ex- 
emplary humiliation,  miniftering  to  his  difciples, 
even  to  the  waftiing  of  their  feet.  Though  he 
hieiv  no  fin,  he  was  in  the  place  of  fin,  and  he  left  us  an 
example  what  the  real  finner  muft  do,  if  he  would 
be  fitted  for  his  favor.  If  then  we  earneftly  defire 
vidory,  we  tnuft  repent  of  our  fins,  and  wc  muft 
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to  far  conquer  our  bodily  appetites>  that  we  may 
firwarii(mr  repentance.  While  the  blood  is  inflamed 
with  carnal  provocation,  it  will  not  admit  the  filent^ 
fbrrowing^  felf-condemning  meditations  that  are 
fuitable  to  this  grave  feafon ;  but  by  keeping  under  our 
hSeSy  Vic  (hall  in  fome  fenfe  punidi  our  pad  ex- 
cedes,  we  (hall  find  a  remedy  againft  prefent  temp- 
tation, and  a  prefervative  againft  the  future.  IVe 
mufi  rend  our  hearts  and  not  our  garments ,  and  turn  unto 
the  Lord  our  God,  and  be  mil  have  mercy  prf  us  ;  we 
muft  turn  unto  him  inpn^er,  that  He  would  enable 
us  to  do  efFedtually,  what  by  his  written  word  He 
hath  taught  us  is  our  duty.  In  ihort,  the  end  of 
this,  and  every  other  pious  labor  of  our  lives,  mu(t 
be  to  lower  us  in  our  own  efteem,  that  we  may 
deeply  fee  our  great  depravity,  ingratitude,  and 
unworthinefs;,and  (Irive  after  fuch  contrition^  as 
will  recommend  us  to  the  mercy  of  our  Redeemer. 
What  can  we  do  better,  then,  at  this  time,  my 
brethren,  than  to  ii;nplare  Almighty  God,  both 
mw^  and  when  we  return  home,  that  He  would 
give  us  all,  the  fpirit  of  true  repentance.  To  befeech 
our  BlelTed  Saviour  to  intercede  for  us,  that  for  his 
fahi  and  merits,  we  may  be  enabled  to  go  through 
the  prefent  holy  feafon  with  the  ftridleft  watch  both 
over  our  lips,  and  lives;  that  we  may  carefully  avoid 
all  paflible  temptation  to  what  may  llacken  us  in, 
this  necelTary  duty,  and  enter  upon  fuch  adls  of 
felf-denial,  in  all  things,  as  are  convenient  to  our 
daily  courfe  of  hearty  forrow  for  our  (ins :  that 
from  henceforth  we  mtay  gain  a  ilrooger  habit  of 
mailering  our  affc<5bions,  and,  laboring  more  ear- 
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Mftly  CO  make  our  calling  and  elcAton  fure ;  and  nf 
whatever  degree  the  fincerity  of  our  exertions  may 
happily  procure  us  (Irength  to  make  a  good  begin- 
ning, let  us  be  particularly  cautious,  to  qualify  our 
poor  endeavours  with  profound  bumUUy,  difclaiming' 
all  preteiKe  to  any  (hare  of  c<mmendati9n :  foi  this  is 
not  the  time  to  pride  ourfelves  upon  cur  mtferakle 
performances,  but  to  fearch  and  deplore  the  imper- 
fcdion  of  our  choiceft  works*  If  therefore  the 
Lord  (hall  pic»k  to  blefs  our  holy  refolutions,  let 
us  gratefully,  and  devoutly  fay>  Noi  unto  us,  OLord, 
not  unto  us  J  but  unto  thy  Name  be  M  the  praift  Mndghry, 
for  tiy  mercy  and  thy  truth  fake,  who  baft  bountifully 
prcmifed,  that  ifweconftfs  ourfms,  Thou  zvilt  tejuft  and 
grackus  unto  us,  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  us 
from  all  unrtgbteoufnefs ;  both  from  the  habit  of  living 
In  it  now,  and  confequently  from  the  punilhmem 
that  awaits  all  ungodUnefs  hereafter. 

When  the  mind  of  a  (inner  is  truly  awakened, 
he  cannot  but  tremble  at  the  danger  he  has  pro- 
voked; be  cannot  but  be  grateful  for  the  mercies  he 
has  received.  He  will  then  joyfully  clofc  with 
any,  and  every  means^  to  lighten  him  of  his  heavy 
burden,  to  prevent  the  return  of  his  fore  difeafe, 
and  to  enable  him  to  ferve  his  Maker,  \^  ith  a  quiet 
confcience.  He  that  hath  been  forgiven  much,  will  hve 
fnucb^  And  as  we  mufl:  all  coofefs,  if  God  was 
rigidly  fevejre,  to  mark  wha{  is  done  amifs,  few 
would  be  able  to  abide  his  juft  difpleafure,  (b  let 
this  incline  us  principally,  to  cheri(h  the  Aiblimeft 
of  all  other  Chriftian  attainments,  and  imitate  the 
Ipvclicft  of  the  divine  perfeftions^  which  i&  mercy. 

This 


ASH-WEDNESDAY   EVENING;  83 

This  is  the  charity,  the  Chriftian  love,  that  covereth 
the  mukttude  of  fins.  It  is  this  heavenly  temper 
that  (hould  be  the  main  objeft  of  every  religious 
cxercife,  for  it  is  this  will  render  us  dearefl  and 
neareft  to  our  Mafter's  love.  Teach  me  then. 
Good  Lord,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  whenever  duty- 
urges  me,  to  acquit  myfelf  as  amelTenger  of  thy 
counfels,  to  reprove  with  mildnefs,  to  accufe  with 
jufiice,  and  to  punifh  with  compaffiom  and  grant  us 
all,  a  tender  feeling  for  the  wants  and  miferies  of 
each  other,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual;  and  as 
there  is  joy  in  the  prefencc  of  God  over  one  (Inner 
that  repenteth,  O  Lord  increafe  the  number  of 
penitents,  and  the  joys  of  Heaven;  O  deliver  Thou 
me,  and  every  finner  of  this  congregation,  from 
the  malice  of  the  enemy,  and  vouchfafe  us  all,  the 
grace  of  true  convcrfion.  Pardon,  we  befeech 
Thee,  the  iniquity  of  thy  fervants,  according  to 
the  greatnefs  of  thy  mercy,  and  ipeak  thofe  words 
of  comfort  to  our  fouls,  (now  mourning  under  the 
affli&ive  fcnfe  of  our  manifold,  and  great  offences) 
which  formerly  difmiffed  the  fpirit  of  thy  fervant 
Mojes  in  peace,  and  fafety;  I  have  pardoned  thee* 
In  all  the  doubts  and  fears  of  our  weak,  defponding 
natufe,  let  the  fimilar  confolation  delivered  to  thy 
Apoftle  be  ever  uppermoft  in  our  thoughts,  to  fup- 
pcrtandcorrifortusboth  in  time,  and  in  eternity.  Mv 

GRACE  IS  ALL-SUFFICIENT  FOR  THEE.       ThuS  armed 

with  faith,  with  hope,  and  charity,  we  fhall  chearfuUy 
embark  in  any  pious  labor  that  dan  render  us  more 
pleafing  in  thy  fight,  and  having  done  our  bell  to  re-^ 
flibuoce  the  wpf  Id^  the  devil,  and  the  fle(h  i  we  (hall 
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give  proof  of  being  thy  faithful  foldiera  and  fervants 
berf,  and  die  in  ftedfaft  hope  of  being  qualified  to 
fervc  Thee  better^  in  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  O 
BlefTed  Jefus>  who  haft  fet  qs  the  pattern  of  true 
humility^  and  every  other  excellence ;  and  doft  en- 
courage ua  by  thy  own  practice,  to  purfue  thefe  need- 
ful methods  of  conquering  our  carnal  nature,  do 
Thou  aflift  us^  in  every  trial  I  that  in  all  our  words 
and  works,  we  may  glorify  thy^bleflfed  name,  and 
through  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  obtain  a  final 
vl&ory  pver  every  danger  that  furrounds  us.  Grant 
this,  O  Heavenly  Father,  for  the  fake  of  that 
glorious  perfon  who  is  gone  before,  to  conciliate 
thy  favor  towards  helplefs  linners,  and  to  prepare  a 
place  for  all,  who  long/er  bis  appearing.  To  Thee, 
moft  Mighty  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
be  all  power  and  praife,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 
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And  be /aid  unto  fbem^  Thus  it  is  written^  and  ihus  it 
behoved  Cbrijt  to  fuffer,  and  to  rife  from  the  dead, 
the  third  day. 

IF  there  is  a'ny  fc^lemn  day  ill  the  year,  niy  bre- 
thren, that  particularly  leads  us  to  encourage  a^ ' 
more  than  ordinary  ferious  train  of  thinking ;  t\\i 
occafion  of  our  meeting  at  this  time,  muft  afford' 
sm  awful  fubjedl  of  moft  devout,  and'humble  me- 
ditation. And  in  proportion  as  we  perceive  the' 
foul  ncgleft  of  many  to  pay  due  refpeft  tb  thi&  /Vw- 
portant  feafon,  it  (hould  excite  our  charitable  pity 
for  their  ungrateful  thoughtleflhefs,  and  ftir  us  up 
the  more,  to  beware  our/elves,  left  we  abufe  fuch 
tender  mercies  of  God  towards  us.  It  (hould  urge 
us  to  ftudy  the  word  of  God,  and  to  ufe  that  fhield 
continually,  againft  the  fin  of  unbelief.  For  we  are 
told,  2  Tim.  iii.  i .  That  in  the  latter  days  perilous  times 
JbaU  come,  i  Tim.  iv.  i.  Thvitfome  Jhall  depart  from 
the  faith.  And  2  Pet.  iii.  3.  That  there  Jhall  come 
Jcoffers  and  mockers  in  the  lafi  times.  And  we  read 
alfo,  in  the  xviiith  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  and  the 
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?th  vcrfc,  that  our  Bleffed  Lord  himfclf  foretold 
the  falling  off  of  many  in  the  latter  days.  Thcfe  arc 
his  words.  Neverthelejs  ^  when  the  Jan  of  man  comet  b, 
ft^allbefindfaitb  on  the  earth?  Chrift  is  certainly  here 
fpeaking  more  particularly  of  the  Jewifti  nation^ 
and  of  the  judgments  which  (when  he  was  afcended 
into  his  glorious  kingdom)  he^  fhould  exercife 
againfl  them^  for  their  perverfe  infidelity,  and  cruel 
perfecution  of  his  followers.  Byt  if  it  happened 
(as  we  know  it  did)  that  notwithllanding  the  adual 
prefence  of  Chrift  among  them;  the  advantages 
both  of  his  own^  and  his  Apoftles  pres^ching  ^  and 
the  miraculous  fandlion  of  their  commiffion ;  yet 
many  fo  foon  turned  from  the  faith,  either  through 
violence  of  perfecutionj^  or  from  unbelief  fo  as  /• 
.  grow  weary  and  faint  in  their  minds  ^  and  to  ajk  wherk 
is  the  promife  of  his  coming  ?  And  even  that  fome  of 
them  began  to  forfake  the  aflemblies  of  the  faints^ 
(Heh-  X.  25-)  and  others  to  turn  Apoftates  (th^t  i^ 
fell  back  into  the  oldl  prejudice^  of  the  Jewilh 
law) ;  I  think  froni  all  thefe  unfavorable  events,  we 
may  fairly  argue,  upon  our  Lord's  declaration  be-r 
fore  delivered,  that  the  faith  of  many  Chriftui;is 
will  wax  cold  towards  the  conclufion  of  time  :  that 
proportionably  with  tke  remna^it  th^t  fhall  be  Javed, 
we  may  truly  queftion  whether  he  will  fndfaitb  on 
earth,  when  he  cometh  to  judge  it,  and  to  reward 
his  true  fervants,  and  punifti  their  enemies.  For 
how  few  will  then  be  found,  who  in  a  comparative 
light,  by  faith  and  patience,  and  per/everance  ifi  weUr: 
4oing,  will  z^i^^?ix  fitted  for  his  reward  ? 
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But  fhould  any  one  objedl  to  the  propriety  of 
xTiis  interpretation  of  the  paflage,  I  Avould  refer 
diem  to  fails  i  at  lead  to  our  prefent  experience. 
Gin  any  thing  demonflrate  a  more  lamentable  mark 
df  Chriftians  declining  from  the  motives  of  their 
faith^  than  the  general^  and  ungrateful  difregard  of 
this  very  day  ?  How  little  is jt  attended  to  ?  How 
grofsly  is  it  profaned^  in  comparifon  to  the  ufage' 
nf  the  Church  in  former  times ;  even  within  our 
memory,  of  lefs  than  half  a  century  I  Surejy  if 
people  had  a  fingle  proper  notion  of  the  work  of 
their  redemption,  they  ccuid  not  difcover  fuch 
groffi  contempt  of  the  anniverfary  of  its  comple- 
tion ?  People  baptized  in  the  name  of  Cbrift,  an4 
profeffing  the  precepts  of  his  moft  holy  religion, 
could  never  forbear  to  celebrate  the  memory  of  his 
death ;  -Si  death  that  gave  life  to  the  whole  world ! 
the  ble^ied  period  of  their  own  deliverance  from' 
death  eternal  I  This  could  never  happen,  I  fay,  if 
they  vrcTC^cere  in  their  profelfion — It  is  impqffiUef 
Their  own  example,  and  their  own  feelings  influ- 
encing their  authority,  would  either  invite  or  com- 
pel their  families  and  dependants  to  keep  this  day- 
holy,  though  they  fat  loofc  to  every  other  pious 
obligation  of  the  kind,  throughout  the  year.  But 
when  we  perceive  fuch  univerfal  indifference  to- 
wards fuch  a  folemn  feafon,  fuch  ftrange  infenli- 
bility  in  the  parties  to  be  benefited,  can  we  with 
reafon  judge  that  love  and  faith  in  Chrift  is  in^ 
ereafed  amongil  us  ?  Is  it  not  a  moft  reproachful 
reflexion  againft  the  majority  of  a  reformed,  and 
^iccellent  eftablifhment,    that   anf  f  articular  fedt 
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(call;  them  Methodifis  or  what  you  pleafe)  (hould 
rival  us  in  zeal  and  veneration  for  a  dying  Savior? 
Let  them  be  fwo  hundred  thoufand  ftrong  inftead 
of  cn€;  they  are  but  a  fmali  portion,  of  fo  many 
millions  of  foulsj  all  depending  on  the  love  of  God's 
eternal  Son  for  endlefs  happinefs!  And  if  the 
flender  honor  fhewn  this  day  by  us  of  the  Church 
of  England^  and  other  communities  of  our  Chrif- 
tian  brethren^  is  not  a  melancholy  iigni  that  the 
love  of  many  is  departing,  there  is  no  good  rule  to 
judge  by,  in  ^^  ca/e  wbaiever.  'Till,  therefore,  w© 
perceive  a  Jifady^  reverent ^  and  uni/crm  refpedt,  to 
the  moft  important  pfll^ces  of  our  religion,  we  miift 
conclude  that  genuine  fa^th  is  on  the  wane  amongft 
us.  But  we  will  further  try  the  truth  of  this  ap* 
prehenfion,  by  a  (hprt  and  plain  inquiry.  Alas ! 
my  brethren,- how  npany  are  there,  even  in  this 
Chriftian  land,  in  proportion  of  the  enlightened  in 
£tving  knowledge,  who  are  wholly  ignorant  of,  and 
unconcerned  about  the  important  confequence  of 
this  day's  aw^l  bufinefs?  Is  it  any  wonder,  that 
they  (hould  be  barren  in  the  fruits  of  faith,  when  fo 
little  of  tht  feed  hath  taken  root  M'ithin  their  hearts  ? 
But  to  place  the  pidure  in  a  ftill  and  more  fcrious 
point  of  view.  Let  us  only  examine,  where  neither 
ignorance^  or  want  of  opportunity  yield  any  plea 
for  lack  of  faith,  what  good  teftimony  of  a  real 
Ghriftian  zeal  flo  the  lives  and  general  example  of 
the  higheft  and  beft  educated  afford  us  ?  Which 
dB  moft  confpicupus,  the  form  or  the  power  of  god- 
linefs  among  thp  rich,  and,  great  ?  Alas !  how  is 
the  habit  even  of  decent  form,  relaxed  among  that 
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pcMtion  <^  focicty,  whofe  becoming  pradtke  of 
regular  devotion^  was  wont,  in  former  days,  to  in- 
^iseiice  the  manners  of  the  common  people,  and 
hui  them  to  their  duty  ?  How  fljghtly  now,  are 
they  afFe<fled  by  the  glorious  riches  of  all  favi>ng 
truths  ?  Can  any  thing  fupply  more  terrible  con-- 
^deration,  than  the  certain  fentence  which  awaits 
all  fuch?  And  as  to  the  common  people,  even 
where  every  poflible  means  are  fiirnifhed  to  teach 
line  principles  of  their  religion  to  them>,  how  dead 
are  many  to  the  very  defign,  and  end,  of  their 
Savior's  life,.  death,i  and  rcfurredtion  ?  Thefe  muft 
he  allowed*  my  brethren,  moft  miferable  tokens  o€ 
the  general  growth  of  Chriftian  faith  amongfl  us  f 
But  brotherly  love  presents  a  hope  that  thiiigs  are* 
ac  the  VQR&T ;  that  a  happy  change  may  in  disc: 
courfe  of  time  efFedually  appear.  The  valuaMef- 
i^ftitutions  in  honor  of  the  Sabbath,  in  order  to 
promote  an  early  habk  of  venerating  God's  day, 
and  word,  and  to  check  the  ruim^us  cf[e6hs  of  igno- 
mnce  and  vke,  feem  ta  promife  future  good.  No- 
thing can  prevent  it,  but  the  negleA  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  fupport  and  care  of  thefe  mfoft  whole^ 
fome  remedies  are  intruded,  and  of  whom  God 
will  require  ani  account  for  their  diligence  in  the* 
work,  and  the  exertions  of  their  power  to  in-^ 
cpeafe  it.  . 

The  mention  of  this  fubjedb  does  naturally  lead 
me  to  fuch  a  particular  difcharge  of  my.  pa(foral 
qfiice  on  this  occafion,  as  may  remove  all  plea  of 
ignorance  in  any  who  hear  me :  and  as  for  thofe 
quite  dead  to  the  benefit  of  fuch  inilrudtion,  we 
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canonly  pny,  that  God  may  awaken  them  in  time, 
to  fee  their  danger,  and  to  efcape  the  certain  con- 
fequence  of  wilfully  negle<fiing  thefe  means  mr 
GRACE.  As  far  then,  my  brethren,  as  depends  on 
mii  the  humble  inftrument  of  God's  appointment 
kere^  to  inform,  exhort,  and  ieacb  you  in  the  way  of 
life  eternal,  I  fhall  now  proceed  as  a  regular  ground* 
work  to  what  I  have  to  add  upon  this  folenui  fub« 
jedt,  both  now^  and  in  the  evening,  to  deliver  a 
ihort  and  ufeful  hiilory  of  the  day  we  are  met  to 
celebrate. 

'  For  the  benefit  of  thofe,  then,  who  cannot  read, 
or  are  ill  fupplred  with  books,  or  (which  is  far 
more  lamentable)  have  been  neglected  in  their 
earlier  years,  it  may  aflift  their  prefent  ferious  dif-» 
pofitions  to  lend  attention  to  the  plain  account  that 
follows. 

To  a  thinking  Chriftian,  it  will  evidently  appear, 
why  this  day  is  called  Good^Friday.  This  was  the 
day^  my  friends,  in  which  God  wrought  for  man 
the  greateft  poflible  good  he  could  beftow  upon 
him.  The  biefled  efFedls  of  our  Savior's  fufFerings, 
were  everlafting  peace  to  fallen  creatures,  the 
ground  of  all  our  hope  and  joy ;  and  from  thefe  un- 
ipeakable  good  things  that  Chrift  hath  purchafed 
for  us  by  his  death*  well  may  the  day  be  ftiled  good 
to  us,  in  the  highelt  fenfe  of  the  expreflion.  It  was 
on  this  day,  the  Bleffed  Jefus  fulfilled  what  was 
decreed  in  the  eternal  council  of  divine  love.  He 
made  an  atonement  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world, 
(for  all  who  telievi  in  bm)  and  by  Ihedding  his  own 
blood,  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.    Great 
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therefore  as  are  the  benefits  of  this  precious  facrifice 
to  all  mankind,  yet  ftill  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
obferve  the  feafon  of  its  completion,  \vith  deep 
humility^  and  unfeigned  ferioufnefs  of  heart.     We 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  indeed,  to  forrow  for  the  effeS^ 
ibr  that  muft  naturally  excite  our  grateful  joy,  but 
the  CAUSE  of  this  aftonifhing  condefcenfion  and 
love  of  God,  ihould  fill  us  all  ivith  true  concern. 
From  the  very  firft  times  of  Chriftianity,  the  re- 
membrance of  our  Savior's  fufTerings  hath  always 
been<obferved  as  a  day  of  fading,  and  humiliation. 
Grateful,  and  feeling  Chrillians,  could  not  fail  ex- 
prelling  due  grief, -and  much  afflidlion,  from  a  fenfe 
of  that  load  of  guilt  in  human  nature,  which  fub- 
jeded  our  dear  Redeemer  to  that  painful,  and  dif- 
graceful  death  of  crucifixion.    As  the  day,  then, 
was  julUy  called  good,  both  on  account  of  (he  great 
benefit  derived  to  mankind  from  their  Lord's  all- 
fufficient  facrifice,  as  likewife  of  the  pious  exer« 
cifes  which  Chriftians  pradifed  on  this  occafion ; 
with  equal  propriety  might  the  preceding  week  btf 
called  holy.     In  the  early  ages  of  the  church,  it  was 
termed  the  great  week  alfo;   becaufe,  moft  truly 
ffeat^  were  the  adions  which  marked,  the  original 
bufinefs  of  it.     Death  was  conquered ;  for  through 
Chrill's  death,  He  deftroyed  him  who  bad  the  power  of 
death,  that  is  the  DeviL     By  Chrift  the  partition  wall 
between  Jew  and  Gentile  was  broken  dmm,  for  be  wbo 
is  our  peace,  batb  made  botb  one,  tbat  be  might  recon^ 
die  them  both  to  God,  in  one  body,  by  the  crofs,  having 
fitm  the  enmity  thereby,  £ph.  ii.  14.  16.     And  holy 
jiiirely  fhould  both  day^  and  week^  be  ever  kept» 
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whichannuallyrcmindsusof  fuchaftonifhingmcrcy^ 
Some  years  back,^  the  example  of  the  primitive 
times,  feemed  happily  to  influence  the  pradice  of 
our  own  country,  for  our  great  city  dcmonftratcd 
the  m.oft  juft,  and  pious  obfervance  of  this  folemn 
ieafon ;  public  amnfements  were  forbidden,  and  the 
bufy  fpirit  of  trade  gave  way  to  the  ferious  fpirit  of 
rdigious  gratitude.  All  defcriptions  of  people 
feemed  zealous  to  eftablifti  the  refpedk  which  the 
remembrance  of  fuch  awful,  and  interefting  fcenes 
required  at  the  hands  of  undefervihg  mortals-  And 
as  the  important,  events  of  this  memorable  day,  has 
ever  filled'  thfe  hearts  of  real  Chrrftitfns  with  wonder, 
praife,  and  comfort,  fo,  to  the  erid  of  time,  muft  it 
equally  afieft  all  thofe  who  have  ^ny  feitfe  of  an 
hereafter,  of  the  neceflity  of  a  Friend,  or  Mediator, 
to  ptead  the  caule  of  weak,,  and*  ftiHen  naifurev  to 
fcreen  it  from  the  demands  of  rtgid  justici^  by 
the  attoning  influence  of  infinite  mekcy. 

To  convince  u^,  therefore,  both  of  the  eicpc- 
diency,  and  bltfling,  of  this  facrifice  for  fin,  it  is 
pt-oper  we  Ihould  now  more  clofely  weigh  the  par- 
ticular docfrine  which  the  text  contains.  Let  us 
dwell  then,  a  little,  on  the  important  truths  that 
it  khoved  Cbrift  tofuffer.  ( i .)  As  it  was  a  confirm- 
ation of  what  was  written.  (2.)  As  being  more 
especially  the  feal  of  univerfal  deliverance  from  the 
power  of  fin,  and  the  wages  of  it. 

Firfl:,  //  behoved  Chrifi  tv  Juffer^  that  is,  it  was 
Jit  or  froper  that  the  Blefltd  Jefus  (hould  undergo 
the  cruel  fuflferings  and  death  he  condefcended  to 
fubmit  to,  as  on  this  day,  becaufe,  as  He  himfelf 

I  declares^ 


declares^  /2r  tbis^  f^ufe  came  U$  into  the  world.  Tlvo 
infinite  vtii^om  and  gopdnefs  of  God  did  thu8  ap- 
point ir^  from  free  Imje  to  his  otherwife  loft  crea- 
tures. And  He  came  accordingly^  io  do  bis  Father's 
wiU  hi  all  things.  It  behoved  him^  alfo^  becaufe 
in  fo  doings  all  that  was  written  of  him  in  this 
Prophets,  and  foretold  even  fron;!  the  firft  fall  of 
xnaHj  could  no(  otherwife  h^ve  been  accomplifhed ; 
and  God's  laft  difpenfation,  or  dealing  with  meq^ 
in  order  to  their  endlefs  happinefsj  was  thereby 
univerfally  declared  to  aU  the  worldj  as  the  neverr 
&iling  principle  of  religious  faiths  and  pra<flice. 

For  your  fuller  inftru&ion  of  wba(  was  written 
concerning  the  facrifice  of  Chrift^  we  will  begin 
with  the  fign  of  it  under  the  law*  Though  it  ws^ 
clearly  prefigured  in  Ibme  degree  even  as  early  a^ 
in  God's  trial  of  his  fervant  Abntham's  faith^  who 
did  not  hefitate  to  offer  up  his  dear>  and  only  fony 
trufting  in  the  wifdonij  powerj^  and  goodnefs  of  the 
Almighty,  who  he  was  convinced  would  order  no,* 
thing  but  what  would  finally  magnify  his  own 
{loryj  and  promote  ^he  creature's  good.  But  in 
the  inftitution  of  the  pajfover  by  God's  command  tp 
Mofes,  in  which  the  Pafchal  Lamb  was  to  be  flain, 
we  have  exprefsly  pointed  out  to  qs,  the  Lamb  of 
God  fiain  before  the  foundation  of  the  warld ;  .that  is^ 
as  determined  from  the  beginnings  that^o  //  mufi  ha. 
When  the  brazen  ferpent  was  fet  up  in  the  wilder^ 
nefs  by  the  fame  Prophet,  as  a  remedy  for  the 
wounded  people  who  were  flung  by  ferpents,  and 
%o  prove  their  faith  in  that  partial  method  which 
Cod  appoiuUgd  for  their  cure^  wc  arc  again  prc- 
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fenced  with  a/^  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  the  virtue 
that  fhould  flow  to  all  who  look  up  to  Him  with 
lively  faith.  And  to  this  He  himfclf  alludes  in 
John  iii.  14.  in  thefe  very  words.  For  as  Mofes  lifted 
up  the  Jerpent  in  the  wUdemeJs^  even  Jo  mufi  the  Son  of 
mm  he  lifted  up ;  and  in  John  xii.  32.  /,  if  I  be  lifted 
upi  wiU  draw  all  men  unto  me.  Again,  all  the  facri^. 
iices  for  fin  declared  that  without  Jhedding  of  blood 
there  was  no  remijfton^  which  referred  to  Chrift's 
death.  And  laftly^  the  grand  fign  of  all,  under  the 
&w,  was  the  day  of  general  expiation,  or  atonement, 
which  God  commanded  to  be  k^pt  under  denunci- 
ation of  the  heavieft  punilhments,  and  to  be  equally 
*  obferved,  both  by  the  High  Pricft,  and  people.  The 
hiftory  of  it  you  will  fee  at  laige  in  the  xvith  chapter 
of  Leviticus.  It  was  on  this  day  akne^  the  High 
Prieft  went  by  himfelf  into  the  Hi?/^  ^iEfe/w,  that 
is,  the  inward  part  of  the  fanftuary,  where  God  was 
in  a  peculiar  maifher  prefcnt,  before  the  mercy -feat. 
And  the  Apoftlc,  in  Heb.  ii.  17.  in  reference  to  this 
very  fign,  fets  forth  our  Savior  to  have  been  out 
High  Prieft,  and  on  this  his  paflion-day,  to  havt 
offered  the  facrifice  of  himfelfi  to  have  borne  our 
fins  in  his  own  body,  and  expiated  them  with  bis  own 
blood,  that  is,  by  virtue  of  its  being  flied  for  u$,  to 
have  entered  the  Holy  Place,  not  made  with  hands, 
and  to  have  appeared  as  before  the  aAual  mercy- feat 
on  high,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Father  for  us.  So 
far  then,  it  behaved  him  tojuffer,  in  order  to  f&lfil  the 
SIGNS  delivered  of  him. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  propriety  of  his  fuffer- 
ings,  in  order  to  eftabliih  the  propbeeies  relating  to 

him. 


him,  of  which^  time  will  permit  me  to  motion  but 
s  fcw»  Ifaiah^  53d  chapter,  reprefents  the  Meffiab, 
or  anointed  Savior  of  the  worldj  as  a  man  of/orrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  oppreffed,  and  affUSied, 
vmmded  and  bruifed,  brought  to  the  Jlaughter,  and  cut 
off  mU  of  the  land  of  the  living.  A  very  little  atten- 
tion to  the  hiftory  of  oiir  Savior's  life,  as  recorded 
in  the  Evangeliftsj  will  fully  prove  the  truth  of  this 
predidirion.  Further,  He  was  faid  to  be  numbered 
with  the  tranfgreffors ;  which  may  allude  both  to  the 
di^xaceful  manner  of  his  being  crucified  between 
the  malefaSors ;  and  to  his  being  made  Jin  for  us,  that 
is,  his  fuffering  the  punijbment  we  deferved.  An** 
other  Prophet  foretels,  Zach.  xi.  12.  the  very  price 
for  which  He  was  betrayed,  even  thirty  pieces  of 
lilver :'  and  that  they  Jhould  look  on  him  whom  they 
pierced;  meaning,  that  as  when  the  centurion,  and 
they  that  flood  by,  faw  what  was  done,  they  ex^ 
eUnmed,  trulj  tins  was  the  Son  of  God:  fo,  when  the 
Chriftian  deeply  weighs  what^  an  aftonifhing  work 
was  done  by  Chrifl,  thus  humbling  himfelf,  and 
laying  down  his  life ;  he  may,  with  pious  forrow^ 
look  up  to  him,  whofe  heart  was  pierced  for  our  iins^ 
and  cafting  away  all  dregs  of  unbelief,  may  cry  out 
in  raptures  of  gratitude,  joy,  and  wonder.  My 
Lord!  and  My  God! 

Another  literal  prophecy  of  what  (hould  happen, 
to  the  BleiTed  Jefus,  is  mentioaed  in  Pfalm  xxii.  i6« 
where  the  cruel  method  of  their  torturing  the  Lord 
of  life  is  thus  expreifed :  They  Jball  pierce  his  hands 
and  Us  feet ;  and  ta  conclude  this  lift  pf  written 
teflknonics  of  what  was  to  befall  the  Son  of  man^ 
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the  Savior  of  the  world,  th€  Prophet  DanitL  It. 
a6.  moft  pdnitdly  dechres  Mefiidf  Jhail  ie  cui  off,  itn 
mtfor  himfelf.  And,  in  his  own  kind,  affe&ing  pre*- 
paration  of  his  difciples  for  thcfe  days  of  mourn- 
ing, he  conftantly  reminds  them  of  the  unavoid- 
able neceflity  of  his  teoipo.rai  fate,,  id  thefb  words^ 
Bow  elfefiall  ibe fcriptures  bi fulfilled  tbtUfi  it  mvjk  hit 
Agreeable  therefore  to  cvttyfign^  and  divine  aj^ni^ 
ment,  which  God  has  regiOered  in  his  holy  volome; 
St.  Paul  makes  it  the  conftant  ground- work  of  hia 
preaching,  that  Chrifl  muft  needs  have  Jn^ered^ 
opening  and  alledging  the  truth  of  this  only  iaviifg 
doi^rine,  from  the  authority  of  fcripture,  and  piov- 
ing  to  his  hearers  every  where,  ^hiU  the  fame  Je/us,  «r 
Savior^  whom  be  preached  unto  them,  was  Chrift  tb^ 
unointed  Lamb  and  Sm  of  God,  fent  and  delivered  as 
anali-fufficientfacrifice  and  atonement,  for  the  fins 
of  the  whole  world. 

Thus  having  in  as  full  a  manner  as  the  time  will 
allow,  afforded  you  plain  proof  that  it  behoved  Chrift 
tojuffer,  as  it  is  written ;  1  fhould  now  proceed  to 
ihew  you  how  ejfentially  necejjary  it  was  for  him  to 
fuffer  for  our  prefent  regeneration,  SLnd/npport,  no  lefs 
than  for  our  future  deliverance,  and  peace.  But  this 
I  will  defer  for  my  difcourfe  in  the  evening;  and 
conclude  at  prefent,  with  a  few  fhort,  and  ferious 
remarks,  which  may  be  ufeful  to  prepare  us  for 
celebrating  the  folemn  remembrance  of  this  day's 
bufinefs,  by  a  joint  and  humble  participation  of 
that  holy  ceremony  He  pofitively  inftituted  for 
that  purpoJfe.  ^ 

Only 


Only  let  us  con^fult  the  reafm  of  Aich  a  tribate,  ac 
this  tiroCj  my  brethren.  If  it  is  proper  and  profit- 
able for  us  to  receive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
lupper  at  awjf  feafohi  the  propriety  of  it  iriuil  much 
more  appear  oa  this  farticiddr  day^  when  we  are 
celebrating  the  very  aRwn^  of  which  it  is  the  sz- 
PRESS  memorial!  Ohi  my  friends^  that  you  were 
all  ;:hotoughly  convinced  of  the  feriouT  nature)  of 
this  day's  work  I  Oh  that  we  were  come  to  fuch  a 
knowledge  of  the  truths  as  to  keep  the  anniverlar/ 
return  of  this  ibiemn  faftj  as  Cbrijiians  ought. 
Alas !  do«s  not  the  dreadfully  carekfs  pradlice  of 
the  multitude,  &ew  too  clearly,  the  very  low  e^tp 
of  vital  piety  amo^gfl  us !  It  may  appesu*  a  bo^d 
remark  I  am  going  to  make>  but  I  fear  it  ia  too 
wf:\\  founded.  That  if  Jefus  Ghrift  ha^  aSually  been 
crucified  in  this  place  to-day>  fcarce  a*  perfoa 
would  have  refrained  a  barbarous  curiofity  f o  fee 
lam  languiihi  and  expire.  But  alas  1  how  few  arc 
equally  ready  to  hear  the  mvos  of  thlHr  JahaHon  f 
How  few  are  willing  to  honor  the  memsfry  of  that 
gracious  Lordj  who  bought /r^/^r^^ir  and  etetnal 
happinefs  for  thenp^  by  the  bitterefl  fufferings  and:* 
moft  cruel  death  t  With  lifele(s>  and  ungrateful 
heartsi  they  refute  to  watch  onjs  houju  They  go 
on  laboring  for  the  bread  that  feri/bdlb,  while  thcf 
neglect  that  heavenly  food,  that  marijbfib  unio  life. 
Thai,  doubtlefs,  fhould  bd  done,  but  this  (houlJl 
ilot  be  left  undone :  for  whatever  elfe  we  gain,  (evqA 
were  it  the  whole  world, )  if  we  lofc  our  fouls,  w$ 
have  made  a  miferatk  bargain.  But  we  fhall  pre^ 
fcntly  fee,  how  many  with  fhamelcfs  countenance, 
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and  ftrahge  infendbility,  will  turn  their  backs  ii]|^ 
their  Savior*s  gracious  invitation;  and  thus  confirm 
the  tfuth)  how  nearly  their  ingratitude  fuffins  his 
prtffitieif,  with  which  I  opched  my  dffeourfe, 
metber  ^eh  be  cmnes  again  to  judgmeui  He  fiould  find 
-fidtbanumgfb^Jbns  of  m^^  for  to  refufe  the  precious 
mioks  of  gpLce^  is  furcly  not  a  >%>r  of  fdifb^  Tb 
"^Kat,  then,  cirt  we  attribute  this  grofs  contempt 
of  fuch  valuable  bleffings  t  the  general  difregard  of 
times  fa  fblenrn' !  ^  is  becaufe  people  are  really 
ignerarit^  uncmvtmed,  and  nkcenverted.  Faitbcmnefb 
'fy  bearirtgi  they  wiH  not  come,  whefe  they  might 
^Ai^,  and  kwtn  thfeir  duty»  and  white  this  obffinacy 
'prevaiisi  hoW  AaH  lAey  ever  be  reformed  without  a 
"itnrdele  of  gra^e.*  And  how  can  any  prefumptuoufly 
^eitpedt  that  mirdeks  of  h\€^  will  be  exerted  for 
^hciriy  if  they  defplfe  the  ordinary  mciuks  of  gractf^ 
^^oVidcd  for  their  iccorery ;  if  they  are  dekf  to  all 
^he  mnacks  neld  out  to  them  in^thetife,  anddeatk 
tof  Ghrift  their  Savior.  Let  us  humbly  thank 
tmr  hfeaveniy  Rther,  thrbi^  Jefus  Chriff  ouir 
^Lord,  that  we  are  not  aU  thus  dead  to  this  his  in*r 
^imable  prbvifibn  fbr  oUr  growth  iir  faith,  and 
<very  Chrirtian  virtue!  Let  us  contimie  to'  fct  puir 
brethren  an  example  o#  tMt  bbuiiden  duty  in  this 
Tefpedt;  and  endeavour  to  warm  their  gratitude  b^ 
j)ropofi^g  to  their  furious  confideration  a  phdn  and. 
natural  cafe.  * 

Let  OS  fiippofe  an  eartbfy  bencfiidtor,  who  froto 
^xcefsof  friendfhip,  (faould  wiHingly  lay  down  hfs 
life,  to  refcue  u^^  froto  the  fentencc  of  the  laW, 

wluch 


SobD-PRlbAVi  gq 

which  .<>ur ji^ifc^ndu(ft  had  defeirycdy  to  fccurc  to 
lis  int.chmfonf^^^^  and  , our  ilear^  m^ 

iinjs;  cdiild  wj;  untongiy  bear  ?0  %  U^  yirtufi^ 
df  this  mntice^tj>ct-(oii  tooh  wan;dply>fu^tcd,  by 


P^*^pacli  that  finners  caft  Upon  the  cro^  of  .Qyfifti 
only  ^diifider  tKe  Person  wIRo  bled,  tli  cAuss,  aojl 
the  EFFEet  of  all  his  fuffcrings,  and  your  feelings 
(if  any  you  poflcfs)  will  life  proportionably  to  the 
wifpeiAabU  forrtnvs  of  the  Sm  of  Man^  Could  you 
withftand  obeying  the  dying  l^queft  of  fuch  an 
iortblj  friend  as  1  have  juft  defcribed,  delivered  to 
remind  you  of  his  ftrong  affedion^  and  to  guaid  you 
fix)m  future  danger,  without  acknowledging  your- 
fel ves  moft  worthlefs  objeAs  of  his  love  ?  Mdnfters 
of  ingratitude  I  And  can  you  refufe  the  laft  com- 
mands of  your  beaveftfy  Benefa&or,  enjoined  td 
prcferve  the  memory  of  his  inellimable  benefitSj 
and  to  enable  you  to  receive  and  relifib  the  endlefa 
bleflings  he  has  in  (lore  for  you  ?  Let  confcience 
i^peakfor  once;  ftifle  not  its  didUtes ;  but  pray  that 
your  hearts  of  ftone,  may  be  ibftened  into  hearts  of 
fleih.  That  you  may  ownj  and  feel,  and  ever  hold 
hit,  the  important  truths  this  day  delivered  to  you* 
So  that  ye  may  no  longer  refill  the  fpirit  of  God's 
grace,  but  embrace  the  timely  offers  of  his  tender 
mercy.  That  ye  may  tafte  how  comforting  to  the 
finner's  fears^   thefe  choiceft  memorials  of  their 
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iSavior 's  l(fve  are  rendered .  May  all  who  now  apply 
in  humble  feith  to  Ihare  the  intereft  of  Chrift'a  pre-  . 
Ctous  death  and  merits,  approach  with  Chriftian 
Kverence  to  his  table,  and. retire  with  fpiritual 
comfort.  God  grant  this,  ^  for  the  fake  of  Him  in 
whofe  name  only  is  falvation,  and  who  is  fitithfid  to 
his  promifC)  that  none  who  come  to  God  through 
"Chrift,  fiiall  ever  becaft  out.  Therefore  to  God  the 
'Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  the  praife  and 
glory  for  every  blefling  we  now  enjoy,  or  hope  for. 
'  Amen,  fitnn* 
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The  fame  text. 

IN  my  former  difcourfe  to  ypu  upon  jthefe  wc^rds,^ 
I  confined  myfelf  to  the';^^jK  how  £ur  it  bebwiis 
Qirift  to  fuifer,  z%  his  obedience  was  %Sulff&Hg  of 
trhat  was^  wrUten^  or  foretold  of  him.  The  folema 
conclufion  of  our  bounden  fervice  in  thcimonitng^. 
occafioned  me  to  defer  the  Xecond  divifion  of  my 
fubjed^  to  the  prefent  opportunity.  * 

We  come,  now^  to  conlider  the  pnefs^  and  nec^^ 
fiij  of  our  Savior's  death,  as  it  was  the  efficaci« 
bus  inllrumcnt  ^  wr  Jelweranee  babjjrwn  the  pewer 
tmd  ptmifibment  af  tratfffrfffion ;  for  fin  reigned  in  our 
mortal  bodji  in  coniequence  of  original  depravity^ 
ainl  for  this,  Cbfift's  perfect  obedience  became  a 
fufficient  fsitisfadion  in  the  fight  of  Godj  to  turn, 
meB  firm  the  power  tf  /atm  tmto  hnfifelf.  And  ai 
without  a  Victory  Over  him  who  is  .the  fiitherof 
fin  (that  is,  (hcPevll)  thq  creaoii^  ^"^l'^  have  tweti 
fiAJeaLall  hik^ik  l9n^tg^^n^(^f^  ^  9i|ly  qva- 

lified.for  %  VvHS«l W^  ^C  Sitm  ri^^i»,  fo  it  wa* 

cxpedUht,  tha^t '^hc ^^yii|y'ft'ft^.^lds^9ul(d^,bq 

^lled  dowh ;  and  a  powfer^cAtj^a^'for  Wi .  to  rcr 

ecw  and  recover  burfelves  from  captivity,  and  dark« 
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nefsj  and  to  enable  us.  to  walk  as  children  of  th? 
day.    To  Chrift's  /liifeuo^i  and  liieritSj  we  are 
therefore  indebted^  for  the  blciling  of  being  called 
into  this  marvellous  light,    Aqd  in  tnjthj  if  we 
did  but  ferioufly  cobfider  the  gf  eat  depravity  of  the 
human  hearty  that  it  is  trea^berous  ab^^e  all  things^ 
and  defperately  tpicke^.    l(  m€  j^id  but  duly  w^h 
the  imperfe<flion  of  our  very  iefi  actions ;  the  guilt 
that  attends  ouxjecret  fins  (that  is^  the  failings  and 
errors  we  do  not  attend  tOj  ia  the  whole  courfe  of 
our  lives.)  If  we  did  but  trace  the  miferable  felf|^ 
jiefe;^  that  ijefVaffes'  bur  fallen  nature/  and  i¥l|ic| 
draws  us  tfonKriuafly  Ifrom '  ttic  only  objedl  that 
i^bSW^ittiA  bur  Ifilw^^/jr,  twifj  and  aSim^  [yi%. 
Ael&de  tf^d^yki^^  rtadily  brought  to 

confers;  *hk%^>rajidut  th  aU-lliflfeciertt  virtue  of  an 
iNriNtTEMEDfATtiit,  no  fpiHt  rf  lifian  coiild  ^ear 
theprefcnceof  IwirwiTiPKRFrcTioii/-  Well,  t)>5n. 


ceflkiy  oonfilrnatMSfe  of -his  'rnefciful  ^erign'tp^yiV^s" 
i*  (HBmding;  riii(c'^br<j  race  ef  Ibeihgi  f  aKd  ju^y 
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God*s  eternal  power*  and  perfe(5Vion|  which  the 
ai^els  wiih  to  look  incOj  to  magnify  their  Malccr'S' 
gloiyj  and  exalt  their  praife  and  wqnder^^nd  which; 
i«  propofed  to  ms^  {a  lower  order  of  his  crcaturesjk 
ais  aa  exercife  of  faith*  and  due  obedience.  Let  us* 
be  fati^edj  that  we  are  the  happy  objeds  of  i%^, 
gi9cioiis  purpofe*  and  receive  wich  huiqility  {l^ 
qffef  of  redemption  in  hi^  name.  Further  if  Uf% 
Il$ipe4  him  to  fuSer*  that  he  might  obtain  the  io^ 
eftimable  gift  of  r^ptniance  for  us,  and  at  the  iiime^ 
tiaci^  qualify  the  deficiencies^  even  of  fkis  \tii^i^ 
peR^able  duty  of  the  heavy  kden*  and  de^qdiii^ 
$«iier :  for  as  gU  are  concluded  under  fin*  fo  hiU^ 
fm  Tipau^  wfi  Jball  sU  like%oife  fnifl^.  The  full 
^oofiderat}oa  of  this  mod  fresiaus  iltfitig  pf  the 
Gofptl,  can  never  be  fufficiencly  indulgedi  lyy  t)iof<i( 
vrJho  are  fei^fible  b^th  of  their  g|:cat  unworthinefs» 
aaijl  daa^otts  ftate  without  fincere  repentance*  aii4l 
foirow  ibr  fin«  Andj  laftly*  when  the  light  of  ih<( 
iiin  «f  righteoufnefs  writes  upon  our  hearfs,  i^iti^ 
t^  healing  wiqgs  of  peaceful  hope*  when  we  »rt 
^ifpefed  to  contemplate  the  i9H>ndroMa  (hiiigs  tl)at 
God  hith  prepared  for  thofe  who  love  his  Chriftj 
whe  can  refrain  from  pwning  the  kU£kd  m^tj  o^ 
9Pf r  Mafter*^  fuffering  in  our  ftead^  of  his  bearing 
mn  fins  in  hw  own  body  on  th9  tite*  and  nailing 
diem  to  his  crafs*  When*  I  fay*  we  incline  to  ^  our 
^fi^ftions  Qn  things  4bove*  all  the  trials  and  trouble* 
«f  tbii  mortal  tiie*  put  on  a  ytx^  different  appeals 
wee  to  what  they  were*  when  viewed  with  the  eye 
of  die  ctfmjil  mind  s  we  fee  the  crt^s  and  Chrifi  in- 
%;%MK\Mh%  I  we  QQ  longer  difdpin  V>  he  madecon^ 
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fbrmablc  to  the  image  of  our  divine  exatnple^  whcr 
ftifl^red  in  the  flefti,  to  teach  ua  what  his'  faithful 
followers  muit  expedl,  in  fome  degree  or  other^ 
during  their  ftate  of  pilgrimage,  and  trial.  Let  us 
then  be  content  to  live  and  die  with  Him,  who 
came  down  from  Heaven,  to  (hew  us  the  true  way 
lihither;  and  IcX  us  only  fear^  that  the  facrifice  we 
ai^  called  upon  to  rnake^  may  not  be  finilhed  iq 
the  fame  fpirit  that  completed  his;  that  is,  with 
fa$i0i€i  in  fuffering,  and  due  fubmiflion  to  the  will 
of  our  heavenly  Father.  Then  all  the  grandeur^ 
and  boalled  happinefs  of  worldly  power  and  pn>£- 
pertty,  will  feem  as  vanity  it/elf ,  in  comparifon  of 
mt  promifed  glory  that  fhall  be  revealed  in  us^ 
$^n  our  warfare  is  accomplifhed,  and  we  are  fitted 
for  the  fociety  of  the  laints  in  light. 
♦  By  the  death  of  Chrift,  then,  my  brethren,  the 
Jkbiis  paid,  God's  juftice  has  been  fatisfied.  He 
lias  accepted  the  ranfom  of  our  fouls,  in  the  pre-- 
cibus  blood  of  his  own  beloved  Son,  by  a  methcxl 
WWch  his  goodnefs,  power,  and  wifdom  judged  all- 
fufRcienc  to  reinftate  us  into  his  heavenly  favor. 
Chrift^tifor  tbe-ung^dty.  As  in  Adam  allSe^jQ  bt  Cbrifi 
fiiaH  ali  he  made  aOve.  But  let  iia  beware*  not  to 
mifiake  the  tenms;  Clyrift  died  for  the  ungodly,  in 
XirRr  fenfe^  only  t  \n  that  aU  have Jinned^  and cdmejberfef 
ibegkry  of  God^  therefore,  zfuH  andfUfeS  exfUumt 
was  abfolutely  needful  coi  be  made  for  ^HgimU  Jin, 
i^ecaufe  as  man  mud  neceflarily  continue  under  a 
degt-ce  of  imper/effion,  and  depravity,  derived  to  him 
frohi  thtfaU  of  our  firft  parents,  until  ihe  times  oftha 
T^rtjbing  of  the  bodfiflsall  come ;  foi  wilhoift^an  4^Miu 
-'•*    •  mcM^ 
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.)MV/i  it  would  be  impofliblc  he  Ihould  be  finally 
accepted.  And  in  this  further  fenfe,  Chrift  is  like- 
vifc  faid  to  have  died  for  the  fins  of  the  'whole 
world  I  (not  that  his  death  will  prove  effeAual  to 
deliver  thofe  who  ^<  in  their  fins^  or  for  all  wicked 
fer/oHS  whatfoever,)  but  to  blot  out  the  effcdl  of  the 
general  ilain  in  nature^  the  hand-writjng  againlt 
tis,  which  would  have  rendered  every  creature  ob- 
Boxious  to  God's  rigid  juftice^  unlefs  due  fatif- 
fkdion  had  been  made.  When,  therefore,  he  is 
£iid  to  have  died  for  the  ungodly,  we  are  not  to  under- 
ihind  it,  that  he  3vill  plead  his  facriBce  in  favor  of 
thofe  whojp^y^  in  wickednefs,  and  defpife  the  pref- 
fing  invitations  of  his  Gofpel:  for  though  it  is 
jnoft'true,  ibai  in  Chrift  fhall  all  be  made  alive,  ye€ 
this  relates  not  to  an  indifcriminate  deliverance  of 
all  who  merely  caUupon  bis  name,  but  it  Signifies,  that 
all  who  fhall  be  raifed  at  the  laft  day  to  endlefii 
glory,  can  §nly  obtain  it  through  Him :  it  alfo  implies 
ibat  Itfe,  which  is  more  particularly  alluded  to  in 
this  fecond  divifion  of  my  fubjedl:.  For  to  be  made 
alive  in  Cbrift^  is  to  experience  the  grace  of  being 
delivered  from  fuch^  fewer  of  fin  even  mow,  with- 
out which  grace,  we  ihall  ftill  be  fubjedt  to  the 
IBosges  of  it  HEREAFTER.  And  this  is  the  feal  or 
«i«rsii^tha€  IT  BSHOVEx>HiM  TO  SUFFER { that  though 
fttbje&  to  the  fear  of  death,  in<onfequence  of  the 
origisial  curfe^  ytt  fin  fiiould  no  longer  reign  in  us 
to  the  unavoidable  ruin  of  the  foul ;  but  (hat  fo  far 
ihould  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  death  check  the  deadly 
influence  of  fin  in  human  nature,  that  by  pleading 
his  n^fits>  and  applying  to  his  mediation,  we  (hould 
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receive  thejj)Krr/  of  regeneraiUn^  and  ftrength  H  oht^m 
viltofy.  Ii)  this  light,  He  i%  the  utifnierffl  Siivior  of 
all  mankindj  for  He  hsu  purchaf^d  a  pofibUUy  for 
^/  to  b^  favedi  and  come  to  the  kiu)^  ledge  of  the 
troth.  The  iffgSi^  indeed^  is  con,fined  to  God's 
various  modes  of  dea|ing  with  his  creatures^  his 
own  wife  government  of  the  worlds  bed  timesj  ^nd 
opportunities,  and  that  me^fure  of  Iight>  under* 
ilanding,  and  grace^  beftowcd  on  different  nationSk 
communities^  ^pd  people.  As  it  is  then  c(;rtainj 
that  Chrift  thus  di^d  for  all^  moA  juft  is  it  thut  at  tho 
iiMu  rf  y ejus  0Vfryk9(ee  fifiuld  bow ^  iff  tbit^r  in  Heaven 
^ndtbmgs  on  Ofrib^ 

There  is  a  pa^agip  in  St.  John  %u  50.  whi^ch  wiH 
greatly  help  to  illgftrs^te  the  words  of  my  texCj  mA 
the  fenfe  I  have  hitherto  given  tp  it.  J?  bum 
nothing  at  ail,  (faid  the  high  prieft  in  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy)  n^r  cotifi^er  that  it  is  etcftSeM  for.  m  lor 
7HAT  IT  BEHovfTH)  tbot  om  mm  fiouU  ik  f^r.ibo 
fiople,  and  tbgt  the  wbok  nation  feryb  not :  wbicfo  wfi 
may  fairly  interpret  tbu^:  Th#t  the  facriiice  of 
Chrifb  was  neceflf^ry  to  fatisfy  for  the.  imperfedtion 
9f  human  nature,  in  the  v<iy  A0f»  left  the  vb^ 
^09  ihpuld  periih  for  VMt  of  fuch  a  mediatsvi 
that  is,  ^i;ld|nifs  b^gjuftified*  It  m^. refer 
glfo  to  Ch/ift*e  ^ipg  for  tbow^godly  in  the  feofe  of 
%\\^  ^ofivi^m  of  iqany  through  his  name,  focii  as 
followsi  be  ^  not  4k)fy^  tbat  nation  onfy,  but  «greey 
^le  to  what. the  Pro^ec  Iiai»h.fi>retoId»  that  be 
(houl4  be  ^  ligbt  to  ibo  Gmiku  mul  Jtkhation  ia  tbo 
m4t  rf  tbi  eartb^  as  is  here  exprtflTed^  tp  gatbor.  uoon^k 
fbf  dfiUr^  of  Qo4  (M  ^onfcatt&od  0ho§d. 

This 


Thb  is  9  fioiStrix^  it  J^ehovcs  ati  ifj/m^  equally  tp 
cfaerifli  ( the  rifbt/^,  ibf  tbe  blefliijg  of  God's  pre-* 
vciitijig,  a^d  #ftiilg  grace  j  ^|ie  ^ir,  for  tha 
ipoxrifi)!  gift  of  r^ffmancf^  ai)d  that  his  /«r^^  obe- 
dience ihail  be  ;^cceptcd  for  the  iake  of  his  He^P 
4c^er.    But  jdoubdef^  all  men^  (and  Cbrifiifim  in 
a  higher  .degx;ec)  p^itake  of  the  regenerating  influ^ 
eiice  of  thp  Redeemer's  love ;  for  all  men  have  a 
^laie  of  grace  unlefs  they  are  r^rf/bafesi  oj:hOw 
CQU^  they  b^  fsud»  )yith  any  triythj  to  receive  ikf 
ff^  ^f  God  m  VAjtf ;  and  unlefs  we  di(believe  the 
4iv^fi(y  of  our  Lord,  w/c  cannot  doubts  but  thajt  ;he 
eflfedl  of  his  atonement  mufl  be  ifffinUe  and  mivmfaf^ 
that  if^  that  he  h^th  renewed  the  creature  iq  a 
e^iffihy  of  f^lv^iqi^y  and  o^aine^l  a  gjeneral  pawei: 
^  XCCQffj^ry  in  difdr  fallen <  nature;  a  poflibijity  of 
coTfe^ing  the  carnal  M^ill^  and  cond^dtii^  t^e«)«» 
felyes  accepjiably  to  Gpd^  according  to  .the  pprtioa 
^f  jipfritifa^  infoppatiQn  he  }i%t^  vouchi^fed  uol^a 
tbqx^  ^d  ;he  i;^;y  .fifippi^nted  ^r  their  iinprQver 
Slept.     Wa^  ^Qt  U^i^  /tfic,  the  crj^yre  could  QOC 
bejr^^^  in  zsf^^Uifi  ffirfe,  to  \3^c  redeemed  at  oK ^ 
^  yit^cjiif  jgrjiijt^flg  h(t  is  .redeeincd,  and  confc-s 
i)u^tl)r  j|ccounj^^|f  ,f«  hfs  ^bufe  ,of  power  r^^r^d^ 
how  can  we  admit  the  propriety  of  this  declaration^ 

tk^ga(iifiU  bfJH/Hiki  f^  ji^ff^^  ^}^^  ^Hen,  piy 
feosteBt  V^  ^  SV^  wcaiwng  Pf  ?R»*  <^«^ace  i 
ti^  iiO  m%n  i^  HBdpf;ajrrf^^  finning.  an4 
fff^fiifg  fqr  9y^r ;  Qod  may  h^ve  made  differeAC 

vc^s  tp  t|ic  vatifjKS  hI^*  9^  M^  gJp'^yi  but  it  woul4 
b?  c;9i^r^iiftoiy  fp  on,?  of  his  mcfi  (fintial  aitrih^s^ 

he 
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kc  pofitivcly  declares  as  much  in  thefc  words,  tbitt 
He  wHletb  wd  tht  death  of  mtf  firnier^  and  for  this 
reafon^  that  a  talent,  or  means  of  grace,  is  dHpetifcd 
to  every  one  (through  the  blood  of  Jefus)  to  profit 
withal,  to  enable  them  to  bring  forth  juch  works 
as  fhall,  in  the  unerring  appointment  of  God's  pro- 
vidential, government,  prepare  them  for  a  port  of 
peace,  and  refcuc  them  from  the  power  of  the  Dc- 
ftroyer.  As  Chrift,  my  brethren;  has  purchafisd 
this  power  for  us,  let  us  bpware  not  to  dd  d^te  to 
ibe/pirit  of  grace ^  but  pray  to  Him  continually,  that 
He  will  intercede  with  his  Father,  to  flied  the  Q>ifir 
ef  love  and  holinefs  in  our  hearts. 
'  Jf  it  behoved  him  tofujfer,  to  accomplifh  all  thefe 
things ;  if  fuch  mighty  benefits  could  not  have 
been  obtained,  but  by  a  life  of  innocence  pafled  in 
Jbrrow ;  and  by  a  death  of  tormjent ;  but  by  an  ad. 
In  which  infinite  mercy,  was  leagued  with  infinite 
wifdom,  to  complete  the  work :  fiirely  it  bchoveth 
us^  to  be  moft  grateful,  and  not  to  look  ypoh  the 
^lood  of  the  covenant  as  an  indifferent  thing.  And 
great  muft  be  the  guilt  of  thofe,  who  trifle  with  the 
riches  of  the  offer,  and  flight,  or  abiiile  thei£0jr,  and 
jiafon,  when  the  hopes  of  eVerlafiing  life  "wmjealeii 
to  them. 

It  is  impoflible  for  a  real  CbrifiiaHnat  to  cOnfei^ 
the  propriety  and  the  nec(ff!ty  of  nfing  every  bednmti^ 
ttMhod,  of-  remembering  hik^  SiVibr/  at  thii  pdr^^ 
^Oartime:  znd  hont  cah'bie  hiorc  ek|)caient,  thiit 
the  very  fervide  he  inftituted  bimfelf/  on]  ptJkptisfe^ 
and  which,  in  due  obeditocc  to  his  cbrnhnrnds, 
Jome  of  us  have  performed,  in  iticimblcf  hope  of 
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keeping  alive  that  faith,  fo  highly  needful  to  our 
Chriftian  progrefs.  Subtle^  and  bufjr,  is  the  Enemy^ 
of  our  (buls;  .and  ..one  grand  point  he  conftantlf 
labors,  is  to  flacken  our zea(^,9xiii  tempt  us  to  Anfceu 
warmntfs.  A  thoufand  treacherous  excufes  he  art- 
fully ru^^fts>  to.  throw  us  off.  our  guard.  Soncke 
perhaps  may  have  fallen  into  this  fnare  to  day** 
They  may  falfe^y  fancy,  that  their  attendance  pn 
the  Holy  Communion  ^ow,  mj|ght  hk  fuperfluous 
and  unnecelTary,  becaufe  they  purpofe  fo/ocm  to 
enjoy  that  honor;  but  furely,  to.negled  oipr  oppor<» 
tunity  of  reminding,  us  of  our  duty,  is, not  a  ratiaaal 
way  to  fit  u»  for  partaking  of  the  bleffing,  or  of 
advancing  to  perfedtioju  Let  common  fenfe  diredb 
us  tQ  ^^couragp  fuch  dangerous  ivaverii^s  in  a  point 
of  fach  importaoice.  I  wilji  endeavor  to  expofe  the 
error  pf  fuch  remiflhefs,  by  a  familiar  example. 

If  a  fellow-creature  was  to  prefent  us  with  a 
handfome  fortune,  could  ytt  excufe  ourfelves  for 
ftifling  our  thoughts  of  gratitude  whenever  the 
meoiory.  of  his  jcmdoels  was  renewed,  only  becaufe 
we  had  often  thanked  him  publicly,  or  intended  to 
repeat  it,  on  fome  future  occafion  ?  Can  we  con« ' 
ceivCf  he  would  efteem  it  over'-^mg  our  part,  to 
jDOtice  him  rdpedfuUy  whenever  he  approached  us  ? 
Or  becaufe  we  had  met  him  very  latefy,  or  expeded  to 
do  it j^/%,  we  fhould  be  juflifkd  to  turn  afide,  and 
ptoptfely  avoid  him,  the  next  time  he  happened  to  - 
fee  OS  ?  Further ;  if  we  thus  yielded  to  the  pradi^ice 
diJitUmg  to  cultivate  a  grateful  regard  towards  him 
on  «/if'occafions,  is  it  not  likely  we  fhould  gradually 
CQoi  in  due  remembrance  of  his  unexpefted,  and 
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mraieriktcci  btturity  ?  the  z^ficiiidti  is  da^  fiS 
tNe  cstfe  bdbre  as.  ft  t$  im)^orfn6le  to'  Be  7^^  tiiii^^ 
fiil-foi'iht  gift  of  i^fiF  tteriial.  Or  to  pwiffe  toB'  Mib 
Bii  ^ctotn  .db/i^0f  of  the  gift.  It  U  i/nf&'Mblb 
■iri  cati'M  ^/5*»  vifit  hhri  on  *tfr/^,  Vrth  wifetti  wtf 
Sopt  to  livie  for  eV^i-  ih  t&ivdi  or  to  rtte'  t<ii 
Rfg^fy,  tire  tfanicchdant  ihercy  that  vodc^&fesl  to 
lAAt  US  hert,  that  we  ittay  bt  ^cllpi'epjrferf  fof  tHe 
tidtlf^rtlng-  welcome  of  gopd  and  faitBfid  J^f^iuaiis 
YtsksArTER:.  Dcpeiid  i^n  it;  riiy  bfeth/eii,  tif  Cf fir 
we  wifli  to  reihembcl-  oiir  Lohf  at  attV  and  fi  phil^ 
bjrwhat  fte^hath  dbrie'JRfia-'us,  the  affedtihk  tKtS^g^^ 
(if  this'  (by*s  fuflleHagcr,  muflf  eM  (MMatJet 
kw  and  <&^.  But  Kttfe  gix^und  of  ^voV'cAli /j^iy 
cxped,  ahdf  ttfioroughfy  dti|raceftii  is  theIf''c^n(Si|^ 
=to  the  very'  «<«»^  of  Chiiftiiifc,  Who  laiwetit  tfei*  Wis 
of  one  day  in  tlie  miWigeirieW  of  thef^  t>M# 
'imktters,  or  grtidge  tht  ititeiru]^nbn  Of  a  fe<^  ffloi;t 
liOurs  to  prfy  refpeft  to  iti'cA'a'Beiicfiifeiiir,  ahd'to 
xommand^the  ddivc^nce'of  efieir  fodts  fn^^^'s 
dbadly  p6w6n  How'  mclamrholy  is  the*  r^}fi<M 
that  alf  fuchthooghtirfs  pc6pfc  watte>l«)^i  of  MeffiKi 
ortAjftiitflty'afFo^dtheinMn  rhetty,  to f)rt?iMJwft)V 
death;  aiifd  heaven.  Dadbt¥d&,  the  a^dniiKtng'ibr'-' 
rows  of  the  Son  of  man  received  much  v/d^i  ^jji 
his  fhreknbwledge,  hoV  ihflby  Woiiid  negfetf '  tVc 
honors  due  unto  him.  aiM'  fbrfdc  that  Mfl^^  ht* 
didl  to  give  them  a  capacity  df  recdivlh'g*. . 

But  there  is  andtler  coiifi^(drat'i6n  th^t  ftiobid 
alarm,  aiid  urge  us  to  o^i  Aixiy.    From  t^^Jiiinfy 


,    *  Hiit  ptflkge  was  added  when  thb  Hd^  QoafaMmIoa<  w» 
idmiaifieied  on  Good- Friday. 
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CImft's  fuiferings  wc  may  judge-  of  the  dreadful 
ptmjbmeni  we  (kail  efcapej  if  we  do  hue  gain  aft 
intereft  in  his  death ;  nay  rtiorei  of  the  ine&preflfblc 
hafpinejs  we  fhall  enjoy.  That  we  may  in  good 
earncft  receive  a  juft  impreffion  of  this  day's  won- 
drous work>  let  us  only  piftufe  to  ourfelves  the 
ftate  we  (hould  be  in  wiibout  a  Media Tok  at  the 
final  day  of  reckoning !  O  may  the  thbught  fink 
deep  into  our  hearts^  even  now,  how  we  fhall  dH 
feel  on  that  moft  folemn  occafiori !  Let  us  judge 
our  thoughts^  words^  and  a<Slions^  and  flee  tq  hink 
fbf  fuccour*  who  alone  is  mighty  to  fave.  Let  us 
coA^dcr,  my  friends,  how  neceflary  it  is,  t6  becomfc 
Ms  nour^  that  He  may  own  us,  in  the  day  of  our 
extretnity ;  left  we  be  condemned  to  fuffer  the  fate 
of  chofe,  to  whom  our  tben  triumphing  Savior,  (hall 
Bty,  limwyou  not,  depart  from  me,  ye  mcked,  into 
eoerbtfKigfirel  Torments  exprcfted  by  the  feverift 
paiit^j  of  which  we  have  any  notion  in  our  prefent 
itatc:  fubjeiSt  to  JMies;  made  capal^le  of  affedlin^ 
the  Jphitual  part  of  us ;  and  far  exceeding  the  pain 
df  any  material  fire ;  for  tbat,  as  it  preys  on  matter^ 
can  only  laft  ^*  little  time.  But  an  immortal  fpirit 
ii' capable  of  eTtdlefs  agonies  and  mifery,  as  well  as  end^ 
lefs  iBfs  ami  peace,  pad  all  defcription.  Its  wontu 
£etb  mty  and  its  fire  is  not  quenched.  And  what  (hould 
ftttke  us  with  double  fear  and  caution,  iss  that  thi» 
-will  not  be  the  fate  of  wilfully  polluted,  and  moft 
fcafidalous  finncrs  only,  but  proportionably,  of  the 
b^r^fy  unprofitable  fervants  alfo. 

But  the  terror  of  thefe  reflexions  is  really  fo  greats 
we  need  fomc  comfort  and  relief  to  prevent  our 

^  faint- 


Ikthting  urfd^f  the  {hockiog  fears  they  fbmilh.    W^j 
need  fomething  to  encourage  us  from  defpair^  and 
^ard  us  againft  fuch  condudt  as  will  render  us 
deferving  ohjeAs  of  them*     To  this  end^  my  bre-» 
thren^  'w6  muft  viiU  confider  the  perfotii  natHre,  azuj 
/iej0ciciuy  of  our  -Mediaidr,  of  Him  who  died  to  pour 
oil  and  wine  into  our  wounds/  during  the  grievous 
ftflaults  we  meet  in  this  our  perilous  journey^  and 
<^  filencing  all  our  apprehenfions^    Here,  is  z/ifffi^ 
€ieni  remedy  for  all  our  cares,  if  fo  we  feafonably 
apply  it.    And  well  does  it  behove  us,  to  kyi  ib< 
Sm  lefi  he  h  Mgry^  and  not  to  affront  him,,  and 
trample  under  foot  the  blood  of  the  covenant.    Well 
does  it  behove  us,  to  cultivate  fuch  a  Chriftian 
charades  as  he  will  receive  with  a  gracious  wel- 
come^     This  requires  moft  diligent  obfervatiom 
We  muft  become  merciful^  as  be  is  merciful^  not  un- 
profttable,    and   hard-hearted.     Nor  will    it    be 
jcnough  to  (hew  our  love,  merely  in  ouiward  honors 
to  his  name,  or  in  his  ordinances^  by  obeying  them 
as  the  appointed  $nems  of  grace ;  nor  by  leaning  on 
his  promifes,  while  we  continue  carelefs  of  the  cm-^ 
^ions  of  receiving  them,  or  rather  tkitfign^  or  fratf 
of  our  having  partook  of  them.     But  in  this,  we 
cannot  err.     For  He  has  exprefsly  told  us,  nb$ 
they  are,  that  only  fhall  be  benefited  by  his  merits. 
Firft,  it  is  they  who  have  (hewn  x\\civlove  by  their 
fbedience:    and  further,  "even   thofe  are  promiied 
jnercy,  who,  though  they  have  tranfgreifed  his  pre- 
cepts, in  a  perverfe,  and  unconverted  ftate,'  have  yet 
found  grace  to  add  repentance  to  i\i€irfaitb,  and  have 
proved  more  diligent  upon  convidion,  to  follow 

his 


his  nimples  ^ndobftrve  his  Itws;  It  is  the)ri^hx> 
have  ufed  ctMh-  bift  efideav)t>iil«  (6r  kis  Juke^  t* 
lighten  the  trials  of  Hi^  ItrvafiiSs  Whdm  he  hs6  tieen 
pleafed  to  viiit  in  exercife  of  thek  pafktfce^  afkl  it 
{m>0f  of  tfiir  jikaHry,  and  O^ifiUm  h9i.  Iff  ihw^ 
it  is^  (in  his  own  wpirdsi)  fii^;:  who  hainngiidtd 
4ike  Chriftian$,  to  one  of  tfttf  i^0;2  ^f  Ah^  6k 
brcibren^  He  declares  to  have  done  it 'to  Him^^ 
«iL  v«  Herti  h  the  pofitive  deelabicion  of  th«  Lbrd 
of  Life,  chat  vi^  muft  fi^^,  as  well  aa  b^mtl  '  Hefe 
is  an  unanfwerable  aflurance,  that  )i^fftdomt  ivoffe^ 
*>tedo  not  Myh:;f,  as  we  fl»M  do.    Sutelyl  pfodi^ 


gidus  is  clie  coilfolatioh,  thefe  iHMKiroiik  wdrlfr  arp 
ca^)able  of  affording  ^  that  thc^ddlr^  of  fhe  fons  of 
men,  if  reail/  a  CbrHHm,  fhaU  be  owned  by  ilSk 
liOrd  of  Life  ind  Olory^  as  am  ^  bU  iNtbrmJ 
Whae  |>Iainer  leflbiis  of  duty  can  we  teqak^ 
what  ftronger  hopea  of  a  rewaid,  than  When  Mb 
abibfticely  tells  ui,  chat  He  ia  ?imiaHy  With  u^  iH 
^  peffcma  ef  his  needy  fervaintt^,  our  fettow-meii^ 
beis;  «f  his  body  the  Chufcb?  And  yet  howfa«cb^ 
le(l»  bow  tmgrateftii  is  the  tmleitnd^^?  Wo  WKb 
fccrtve  owr  dU,  aOt  fichaboficfaMiet  of  c^fovb  mhA 
enjoynnents  at  bis  hands,  are  fla^  to  f^¥€  Mi*  6( 
hiaatms  nay,  t&ibitf  him^^  for  it  is  pkinly  fald, /fe 
r9b§glioetb$atkff99t,knde9bi6tifL§rdi   Dbihi^hi^ 

manicy  #  want  of  friencfly  couhfel  >  nqgledl  ol  rel?* 
gioui  information,  diicover  any  fywipfoms  ol  fhsit 
ittlfNifition  wMch  ito  to  qualify  mr  to^  lift  up  our  ey^ 
tritb  joy  when  th^  trumpiat  feuiftfe  A>  jadgm^ 
Tfacjp,  whofe  conftiences  recoil,  •  faind  whofe  dtf  Hit 
ii>;/iN|ir  d^gfee)  let  (hem  hi^e  the  ihathe  thai  mMM- 
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raUy*rifes  upon  convi<^ioii»  aiidipibjr.moft  earneftly* 
ttjia  t  Ood.  tvUlJifien  and  tnhrge  ihdr  bi0rts* 
•  Let  us  not  build  th€n»  my  biithien,:  on  4iry*itIU 
gious  hopes  (moft.  improperly,  fo  cajlcdi)  which 
Jkaye  the  heart  oM^  and  ehe  haAd  Jbut  up  from  ex- 
ercifing  ail  manner  of  good  works;  For  how^  while 
A&/ix:incliJted;  i^.  it  pof&ble  the  hve  9f  God  can  dweU 
^UfUbin  us?  •    »•.  '. 

.  O  bleiSed.Lo£d»:aiid  Mafter!  how  bountiful  art 
^h<}u  !•  and  what  a  depth  of  .merciful  inllrudlion 
^ft. thou. convey  to  us  in  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  medi- 
cations !  what  gracio\i8  W9.rning.  4o  they  fupply «  to 
ftipfit  by  thy  counfeU'  and  ftridtly  to  obferve  it! 
-'  »  Having  now  ihewn*  you,  my  ibrethren,  in  the 
iulIeA;  ;and  plaosi^fl:  'manner  I^  am  able,  thai  U 
'htkdwd Cbrift  Ujufftr  (the  innodent  for  the  guiityj 
^and  the  various  ways  kre  .are  hn^edhy  that  fiifTer- 
ihg,  and  havingfalfomade.a  fuitable  Application  of 
:thiA  moft  feriou^  and  eflentlal .  truth  to  our  own 
<&ithi  an^pnK^iQcl.iball  conclude  with  a  fhort, 
at)d'earneft  exboftation,  which  equally .  .concerns 
ouvfelves,  and.evexy  denomination  of  ,Chri(lian 
:people.  iLet  us  Ml^UbrcdntinuaUyjr  ISm  vaihoju^ed 
Jiuh  coniradiBim  cffymers  againfi  bimfelfy  UJt  we  be 
Vfe^fry,  and famhin  our  miuds..  Let  us  ftrive  moft 
diligently;  to  conform  lourfelyes  to  the  example 
Chrift  has  fet  U5«  ..That  here  we  may  partake  of 
that  peaee,  wkisb  tbe  world  camof  give,  looking  umo 
•T^j  ^be  aUibor  andfinijher  ofowKfaUb ;  and  that  by 
following  his  precepts,  we  may  be  prepared  to  reigfi 
with.  Him  for  ever.  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grants 
that  this  may  be  the  happy  lot  of  all  who  hear  me, 

no 


GOOD-FRIDAY    EVENIKO.  115 

no  lefs  than  of  my  own  foul,  for  the  fake  of  Him 
who  endure  J  the  crojs^  and  defpijed  the  Jhame,  and  is 
Jet  down  at  the  right  band  of  the  throne  of  God,  to  make 
inlerceffion  for  tu.  To  whom,  with  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  majefty  and  praifc,  for  ever 
wd  ever.    Jmen. 
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Luke  zkir:  4^. 

M^/aid iaiic  ibm,  thus  it  is  vrittd,  md  tbui  U 
.  Ubinfd  Chri/i  to/^eri  W  A  tj/it./rm  ibe  Jead  tU 
tbirddiift 

M  imm  interel^iiig  fubjeft^  1  tbhhA^  ftiyfelf  rd 
fl%  exjpdanatfbA  df  the  fdHfief^  pttt  bt  ifua  KiX.  t 
iHMvtktP^  ib  tmiiiick  ydiii  ih  hovf  Omyirti^ 
pbttitik  pbiM  6t  Hiw,  it  iAiA}idl3Mji  ft  iHH^- 
The  Utter  pait  of  the  verfe  u  fQ  clofely  ttfrth^ibii 
irftii  Ihe  htmtt,  siric)  H^s  Miffi  ttir  Hi,  kd}t  art 
^EMi/  cai/^ptaei,  i&  sUl  d^jei^  dfo^f  CK'riftia^ 
WlGnti  that  I  ckfi  edti^eiv^  ndthihg  Itttah  ptbfit&hlk 
ikt  yf6tit  iMatmdidn,  ^  fpiHtusd  tdWdrt  ilt  M 
S&e,  tfiih  a't^laifl  ^x^itiihitron'  6f  di'e  ih:rtKs  it  coii*- 
BAAI'.    i  #in-  thfefefbrt^  b^'  ytnit  kttthtitth  dt  pii^ 

AiMt,  tt>  the  mSAy'  f^tbfac^i^  ^6tfl!nij,  ^y  it  ^ 
iHitiM  n  rp  di^^ftm  the  didd  ih  itfti'd  i^i 

fM  Jfcehfi  beiiig  th^  h^iy  ifttf  joyfW  l^feti; 
Mft^  M  Kej^by  ill  tfuif  Chdl^Uiil  in  r<:^«hibh(hc^ 
*f  obir  Idrii's  fefufjeaib^  ffoifi  the  dfeafl;  thi 

#(^glorfoti^iftd  Mih(bFfabi<6f  <dl  d^elf  fiiid^Ji 
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for  frail  mortals  to  celebrate,  it  may  be  ufefut  to  the 
improvement  xlf  yx)dr  knowiedgib  Hvthis  moft  eifen*- 
tial  article  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  to  difcourfe 
to  you  upon  the  biftory^  and  effeS,  of  this  blefled 
f vent«  I  procecfcf)  tHeA,  to  adbpi  «iy  t^l  method 
At  ihtk  ftaied  times  I  and,  as  they  yield  an  opportu- 
nity of  conveying  painiculai:  infttudion,  upon  fome 
important  points  of  duty,  which  prefent  themfelvea 
"With  additional  force  on  thefe  occafions,  it  would 
be  more  faulty  to  n^ledl  them.  - 

For  this  reafon,  vSttxfirft  affording  you  a  ihort. 
«nd  neceflary  hiiltory  of  the  day,  t'wWx/ecoimyizlLt 
all  the  pains  in  my  power;  to  convince  you  of  ^  the 
happy  end  it  is  calculated  to  produce;  and,  tiddly, 
I  (hall  exhort  you  to  ^pply^praSical(y,  what  is  iMf 
jdpli vered  to  you  for  the  bettering  of  your  lives»  axp 
iidvancing  the  work  of  your  falv^jipn.  May  ,God 
give  hisblefling  to  the  attempt,  fprA/j/ake,  whofe 
glorious  triumph  over  death,  we  are  now.  met  to 
celebrate! 

In  the  great  and  awful  tran&<flion  of'the;fo];fip^^^ 
day,  we. have  fo  lately  commemorated^  the  .heavjt 
debt  of  fin  was^^iV;  the  in^nite  juftice  of  God  was 
fatisfied  by  an  atonement  of  infinite  mercy>.  jno.I^^i 
than  the  facrifice  of  the  So;i  pf  God,  in  human  na«» 
ture,  a  myftery  far  exceeding  our  fhallow  powers  to 
coniprehend ;  it  is  enough  for  w,  (hat  the.  unerriog 
wifdom  of  Oodhad  fo  ordained  it;  and  hath  re<^ 
vealed,  as  an  article  of  our  faith,. ai\|i  gratitude^ 
tkat  He  is  no  longer  at  enmity  with  his  creaturea^ 
that  He  was  in^  Cbriji  Jejus^  reconciling  the  world  mta 
biffifel/i  9nd  that  we  are  no\*c  in  a,capacity  pf.  b^g 


juftified^  and  9cxepfed,;  provided  we'defpife  liot  the 
ierms  of  the  coMnant.  it  was  radifpenfably  neccf- 
iary  to  the  vcryfifiiilityofouT&tturc  happinefs^ 
that  this  dd>t '  ihould  be  difcharged/^r  uft>  becaufe 
it  was  not  pofllble/iri  the  nature  of  things^  that  wc 
could  do  it  our/ehes.  WzsA^  we  bad  Mbing  i^fqyt 
but  from  the^  tniferafole  depravity  of  «our  conltitu- 
tion^  vere  dddlKg  hourly  toi  the  dsSc.  But  ilill,  a 
very  eflential  article  was  requiiite  for  our  further 
fupport  and  comfort,  sind  if  it  is  atlowabic  to  em- 
ploy a  plain  compariibn,  upon  fo  folemli  an  ooca^ 
fion^  we  may  obferve,  that  though  the  deit  was 
«  cancelled,  yet  the  naipt  remained  to  be  delkfend  M 
us.  The  weaknefs  of  human  nature  required  an 
acknowledgment,  or  ajfurame^  Tbattbe  San  had  0$adk 
us  free  INMBD  ^  that  God  apprwed  the  ranfom :  and 
as  all  the  works  of  the  Moft^High  are  finifhedin 
nAfclom,  and  perfedHon,  fo  neither  hath  He  ^lefc 
bis-  creatures  wiiboia  this  witneis  ;•'  and  to  this  very 
end  it  plainly  Mwved  Cbriftp  rifefrm  the  dead  the 
ibird  day.  Bat  for  this  tefiinumy^  we  might,  as  the 
A^poftle  q^fervesi  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  have  juftly 
been  confidered;  as  of  all  men  the-  mofi  nnjerable ;  and 
we  have  a  ((rang  inftance  of  what  would  have  been 
the  ^^!fi  of  fuch  a  deficiency^  from  the  wavering' 
fpirit  dijom  ofChrill's  devoted  followers,  to  whom 
be  ^^ypeared  after  his .  sefurrecSionj  without  mm^«* 
idlni//^ difcovering 'ftjmfelf  unio  them:.^  mified 
(iaid  th^yj  lOar.H  bad^ttm  He,  tbafji^ald  hme  re^' 
deemed  Jfrael,  for  to  da;^  is  the  rni^o  d^fiice^ibept 
iUngs^weri"  iM^iin  ^hich  words  they  alluded  to  his 
piomife  of  riiing  ^in^  a}idj)f  which,  they  plainly , 
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ftdsiKd:  eo;  doubt.  Aganij  bow  vefy  Mceflary  it 
"^mJkM  hf  JkoM  rife  ^am^  imy  alfo  be  iafinrrai 
^KMnfi^  AfpicKMls^.  and  vain  efldcayvrt  of  his  ploi* 
bttg  Mtipies,  wlio^  in  difir  unbelief^  and  politic 
«upe:H(  p^»vcnt.  doliiiion^  fore&w  the  natufal  con- 
jjsqi^ttce  of  this  extcadnditfary  eveat«  For»  in  this 
cafiv  W  ^^J''  ^  the  governor^  nttkji  armrJMHe 
'm^Ji.ikm  Aefiffki  tb9t  is»  if  men  bdaeve  Aa  k  ijfm^ 
ibty  aflui?edly  wHl  \»\w^t  Ua  d^Mm^  Now  blefibi 
be  QcMJ..  the  Fmher  tif  our  Loxd  jMba  Chrift,  the 
hjAoiy  of  (be  "day  hath  given:  vs.  ftiH  hope  of  out 
aadaniptioQ^  that.  QoA  iivaa  pleafird  witfa  the  whole 
wotk  oC  Ae  Mediafior»  Fornom  i^  ebnjl.t^jmm 
4&«4f#^  mihffmatlmfafifndts  rf  tbm  AtAjkpi. 
Tah^xebeeo  ftvrdtmedu  to  have  fae^. fraed ftwna  the 
ibiieFy  40  wWch  we  wafe  iiable*.  thaongH:  the  db* 
g^mracy  of  out  natujre ;  and  then  tio  bo  cofi^igned 
to  endkfs  oUlvion^  aa  though  we  hac^  niaver  .eaifbd» 
would  have  been;  but  l»lf  a  Mg^fa^t  a  wttchL  fiir 
Ihort  o£  that  exCeDencs  whkh  the.  Aciifictr  o£  the 
fpotlcfs  Lamb  of  Qod  waa  equal  to  oblain  fidr  ihu. 
|:Hia  mecitst^  iMei^^  not  only  paoonrttLthfi  M^ 
ting  oitt  the  whole,  a^ottiic  againfi  iu»  but.  an  m» 
c!rta&  qC  gteater  riches  dian  ever  the  cnBaaiaY:pQr^ 
fpfled  in  rmtfiTtfvau  the  power  to  conqlierjntttke  wikas 
snddangerooa.aliiultft  o£ouc  Ipintuai  enenly^  lo^ 
gdthet  with  the,  iAYgovatingj  glofiouapvo^peA  ofi 
eiuB^J^appbtefs.  Wmfu  it  Cb'tiAi become. 4)ur  rig^towv 
oufnofe^  and  thus^  has.hia  H&ixtt&iOTkttnugbt(^€imii\ 


\  Ihiijicbiftory  of*  thia  dayv  my.br«tbren»  wet  avax 
prbfcnitrd.with  tbemighty^  power  of  €oct  Qvcfn all 


teojie,  xvith  the  fulfilling  of  his  everlaftthg  truths 
which  can  never  fail,  and  widi  the  moft  cmidcfcencU 
ing  and  companionate  provifion  for  the  future  peace 
of  aU  his  ^thfiil  fervants.  It  may  be  truly  con*' 
fidered,  as  a  religious  feaft,  a  tiitie  of  the  grfsie^ 
)9toaU  ChriftiansI 

At  the  time  of  our  Sarior's  hirtb^  the  fffi  gipd 
nms  of  what  wa&  to  be  expedited  wa&  delivered^  At 
hia  cnuifimefi,  tht/eal  was  added  to  the  work  of  re^ 
dmfiimi  but  by  bis  rsmjrrectioit,  the  died  is 
snercilnlly  ecmpUted,  and  put  ittCo  our  bands^  atid 
all  that  is  required  of  us  to  poffefs  the  valuable! 
gifo  contained  in  it,  is  to  hcfiutb/ul  ro the  coventof 
OS  Mr  psri^  Miratle^  in  every  a  A,  has  ftamped  a 
value  on  the  Mefliah's  mi  (lion*  For  the  conception, 
Iflfe;  andrifings^n  of  Chrift,  do  all  equally  declare 
tftt/faand  of  Omn^}otence  to  be  the  Authon 

It  wootd  profit  but  little,  to  detain  you  with  ife^ 
htiqg  the  particulars  of  the  difpute  which  long^ 
Jifafiftcd  between  the  eaftem  Churches  as  to  thtf* 
time  of  keeping  this  feall :  this  is  rather  a  fubjedlf 
fiaar  private  littdy,  than  for  the  diftuflion  of  tfhtf 
pnipic^  it  may  be  fufficiem  for  jour  knowledge  on 
tins  kead.  to  be  informed^  that  the  thing  itfelf  waa* 
never  doubted,  and  that  by  the  regulations  of  thef 
moA  fiuncius  of  all  the  early  Chriitian  councils^  it 
wu^  fettled' that  Ea£ter  Ihould  be  kept  on  the^^uM' 
ilff  throughout  the  Chriftian  worlds  and  that  it 
ftould  be  always  on^the  Lcrd^s  di^. 

To  fuch  of  you  as  have  duly  attended  to  the^r- 
tKtf  of  the  day,  it  will  be  needlefs,  I  hope,  tokAtrWf 
HfMi  the  pofttcuiar,  and  miraculous  circumftanceif 
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^t  mark  the  huftue/s  of  it/ and  warrant  our  tt^ 
^dful  veneration  of  this  feafon;  but  that  the  mod 
%noran(  and  inattentive  may  not  depart  without 
due  fatisfaftion  on  this  head>  I  will  juft  remark, 
that  dread&IIy  wanting  indeed,  muftthey  be,,  who 
do  not  know  what  is  needful  for  them  to.,ieBeve 
concerning  the  liSerai  account  of  Chrift's  rcfur- 
rcdlion:    viz.  '*  That  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
'*  who  was  crucified  ind  died  for  our  fins,  did  isot 
^*  long  Gontii>ue  under  the  power  of  death,  hut  on 
^  t;he  third  day,  by  virtue  of  his  own  Divine  Na- 
7:  ture,  did  revive,  and  raife  himfelf,  by  returning 
^' ,  with  the  fame  fpirit  to  the  fame  body  which  had. 
*/  been  killed  and  was  buried,  and  fo  rofe  agatni:kc 
••,  fame  man.". 

.  It  is  equally  unneceflary,  I  trufi:,  to  enlarge  upon 
the  free/  of  the .  fad,  as  this  alfo  has  received 
ahuntjant  teftimony  in  the  Gofpel  of  the  day.  On 
^s  head  it  will  fuffict  to  notice,  that  the  power  of 
casing  and  drinking  with  his  difciples,  as*  related 
ia  St.  John  xxi.  13.  his  frequent  converfations 
with  them  as  recorded  in  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Mat- 
thew and  $t«  Mark;  >js  (hewing  himfetf  to  five 
hundred  brethren  at  once;  his  being  feen afterwards 
by  St.  James;  his  appearing  to  St.  Stephen  at  his 
martyrdom,  and  to  St.  Paul. at  his  converfion,  are 
each  of  them,  indifpucable  teftimonies,  of  this  truth.. 
But  we  have  ftill  another  valuable  confirmation  oS^ 
it,  which  is  the  evidence  of  his  very  enemies.;  the. 
witnefs  of  thoCe  CoMiers  who  watched  the  fepulchre, 
and  pretended  to  keep  his  body  from  the  kandr 
of  his  ApQ(i;les  ^  for  th?y  Jb(wk  and  kcfome  4s  dead 


r^  >in  the  inoment  of  his  btsrfting  the  prifon  of 
the  grave,  and  came  zxi^Jhevj^i  unto  the  chief  prUfts^ 
4ill  ibc  ibings  that  were  donei  and  to  conclude  thia 
head  J  the  very  angels  bore  \yitnefs  to  the  truth.  One 
came  and  rol^d  back  the  ftone  from  the  door  andjat 
u/wiii  (faith  St.  Matthew;)  and  two  (faith  St.  John) 
^iimg,  the  one  at  the  bead,  and  ike  other  at  the  feet^ 
VBhere  the  bodf  of  J^  had  lam^J^dunlo  the  woman^ 
nohj  doyejtekthe  living  among  the  dfodf  be  is  not  here 
hu  is  rifen.  In  fhort*  if  you  ftudy  the  fcriptures 
(which  all  fpeak  of  him)  with  true  humility,  and 
a  defireto  know,  the  truth,  God  will  enlighten  yous, 
iniada^  and  ftrength^n  your  hearts,  to  fee,  and  be« ' 
lif^ye,  whatever  relates  to  this  wonderful  event* 

But  what  concerns  us  chi^,  my  brethren,  to 
^enfider,  ibjeeondly,  the  happy  ^iour  Savior's  re« 
fiine&ion  is.  circulated  to  produce^  or  why  it  was 
efefefiMi  that  is,  in  the  words  of  my  textj  fPlyitie^ 
ifved  b^  to  rife  from  the  dead  the  third  day  ?  Now 
that  Chrift  fliould.rife  again,  was  abfolutely  necejfary^ 
becajufe,  as  the  Apoille  afTerts,  i  Cor.  xv«  17.  ^ 
Cbri/tis  ^ft  rifeH^je  areyet  in  your  ^i  as  alfo  further, 
to  fblfil  his  own  .predidions,  and  prove  the  divi« 
nity  of  his  doi^rine,  and  his.  perfon.  If  he  had 
wa  riioi  again^  j[as  h^  propofed  this  vtry  article 
to  the  Jews,  as  a  sign  of  his  being  a  true  Prophet^ 

and  the  Son  of  God>)  it  would  have  convinced  them 

•  * 

that  he  was .  ^,falfe  one,  and  an  Impoftor,  by  his 
fiuling  to  fulfil  .th^^  promifd  fo  that,  to  continue 
th^  ApoljUe's  ;r«i(bning,  if  Cbrifi  is  not  rifen,  onrfaiib 
4Sfi^^  %  but  God  having  raifed  our  Savior  from  the 
4^dj  af^cr  he  wasj^put  to  death  for  calling  himfelf 
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flte^S^  or  Gdtf,  tUtfe  cinitot  be  si  ftr*Sfe<?f  tUM^ 
whMf  thatt  he  it74^  his  don ;  ahc!  a!s  fie  wa&>  !fii 
itidrifte  cottfeqUtrtly  rauft  bt  true  sttf  cWnittg  Ihflll 
God.  Am  He  tefe  cm  the  third  Mf  Jjshticiiliriy; 
fc»  tfitfe  ttvb  6btiotis  realoWi ;  ft;)  Td  iti^fce  jgitod 
4}iid*tt«pfeft  decfetritibh  of  the  /)Bw^,  arid  (l#) 
t6  fiilfi!  the  J^dt>h(fcy  ebncef  Aiftg  hhri  by  AeWyal 
FBtlfhift,  that  Gvd  HMdi  mt  fi^er  bii  hty  ofU  id  fit 
itfruptMi  ibTi  in  the  eot¥ifi[Kin  tavittt  of  teiMstt, 
i»  his  body  wai»  tt^Xj  disiS,  ttiA  6f  fhb  fortie  pei-iAl- 
ing  mkttr  witi?  iMsr  o\^n»  had  he  cottti/med  Mlgef^ 
kk  the  grave;  h  mfght  hafvc  fet?n  cb^rtrptjoh. 
•  i'wthcr,-  The  rcftrrrefellon  of  Jeftii  dHAlt^  U  i 
chcariftg,  poi;rerful  fign,  of  otir  Mrir'  rtfurtc^Stin, 
ht  thftt  it  id  the  priedge  or  carrteft  of  It',  f  his  argu- 
ment i<  fiitely  amf  cfcwly^  hatidfcd  Hf^.  fktot,  ft! 

Ifte  chapter  appointed  fer  out  borial  feftite,  r  Cat. 
XT.  36.  ,^at  which  thuujbwt^  (feys  the  kpOKk)  ti 
i»t  pickemd  except  it  die ;  and  indeed^  thiVWhole  Mb^ 
)e(!l  affords  a  lively  application,  by  refetrittg  yotr  ttif 
(!be  ftdture  of  the  pf efent  renbvadng  feafbn,  ^M  to 
the  prtccfs  of  the  Very  prdfefl!on  that  ihoft  of  j^tfri 
fcHow,  whb  rtoi»  httfr  rne.  t^oir  *^*,  my  bifethtfcli,; 
byoiirtf/^i&^^feed'tSrfttf,  and  ye  are  very^ropirfy 
ireful  not  to  itfe  it ;  it  Ajirnffhclsr  a  rtibft  tl^nltt<^alrf 
metttorandtitn  of  the  liidifpehfable  vi^laitce  ift  ^1-' 
ftt\\vA  labor,  fbf  if  we  75««?  not,  mtfh&edn  nBe  rO^; 
And  as  fufe  a^  it'  isf  rteteffafy  ft)  j^ftpArd  for  the  fe-* 
hiiiw  atharue/t,  (6  His  no  fcfa  eixfpedieM:  for  yoo  ttf 
ftw  46r  nrtK^trt.  This  life,  it  the  fifed  ilmt'  ^ 
f^kil  we  art  to  reap  iii  diat  enfflfefir*  i!4tjt  of  fctexi^/ 
*id  if  w«  fotv^nbtto  virtue,  aiidtnietioMftefsi  ^i? 

aiMt 
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^  $xi4  «Qt^ing  but  p«»vCTt>^  ]fi  t^  <by«  Iff  QW 
^Oj^  ia  W4^  \fi  thr  rewsirfl  of  ouf  iprprk« }  {T  Mvjw 

fptrl^g.  (And  here  I  irmy  ^irly  4p|)«4  (q  f^veff 
^rJMV  A<9^  whether  the  letting  our  «Mitbly  fowiAg 
^Ad  ftiU  «w  <&a^  in  hqoor  of  one  day,  in  the  gp^Mr 
|f^r;  }«  honxir  <rf  }im»  vbo  nwdc  a|I  things.  mkI 
i|^  4l9^  provii^ethf  «n^  l^efltth  niimfiufvt,  w<n^ 
in  (H<  kaft  eiKiaager  the  incr^fe  oC  gujft  woridly  Wn 
4t^r^  4  or  whett^r  becaufe  He  hs^  pFooftired  tfajii 
fc«|  time  and  ibtfir^i^  JM  ne»tr  fgH  qfti  tkoA  kf 
J^nf^  its  aain  Mpm  tbeju^  ^nd  the  tfifftf^^  if  is  1!itha( 
yf)f^  9r  ^t^fi4j  to  negle(3;  ibat  wor]^  ^  whicH 
^ffoif  -vfi  ivere  if  at  i«to  ;h«  woHd>  vi%.  the  gk>^  of 
Oodi^yl  the  c^ire  of  oi^r  ktnUi 

f9wr  Umd*  which  we  9;^  chiefly  to  le«f 0  fwiR^  thff 
1^  gbf«li:vanc<i  of  thit  d^»  and  the  conterapl^ticm 
«([_  ^^.Sajri^^  fUj^uxfiei&wm,  hthif  ftrengthetii^g  f^m 
^^  S^.  9yr  h<^x  ^eUgiop.  T9,  h^ftw  ^^w^  pei^fei^ 
fpyr  ^v^icp^e,  ^i^c  v<.  are  iv?w  qonjasnuid  ii^  thu 
certainty  of  the /ruits  of  it,  and  to  apply  to  ESPhi  ^ 
i|j^  i^fogifl^'if^  Ipwea.  an4  W«h  »»  now  vqmr 
fl^Hie^  Ip  ^  <IM^  he^uu  wuh,  e^^erji.  iif«dfut  8/a|C^f^ 
^^  i|K^  nyiy  Ippiow  the  poiw^r  of  hia  ^fi^rxe^Jtvug^ 
Wh :  ^  ^I*a»iMIW«fiiw«Jlifl»  oit^f-dfuA  hew, 
^fiB^r  *W»^  >%  i<%»  M' 

no 
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jno  unprofitable' exercife;  therefore,  in  Ais  ^fecci 
to  take  a  view  of  the  falfe,  and  partial  judgthdnt 
people  are  apt  to  make,  when  they  think,  or  Jptak 
of  the  hiftory  of  this  feafon  without,  a  quatifyiVig 
iillowance  for  the  common  weaknefs  and  depravity 
of  human  nature.  From  the  affecting  letter  of  the 
ftory,  and  the  unhappy  perverfenefs  of  the  Jews^ 
\ve  are  generally  inclined  to  be  vefy  fivere '  agafhft 
ibem.  But  in  our  judgment  in  this  particular  kryfr, 
we  (hould  always  fufFer  Chriftian  charity' to  guide 
us,  and  confider  what  prejudices,  and  expedlationaf 
they  laboured  under.  They  had  been  mifled, '  (the 
multitude  at  leaft)  to  interpret  their  fcriptureis  li/e^ 
rally  and  in  a  worldly  fenfe,  and  furely  it  was  not 
more  extraordinaryj  that  they  Ihould  be  deceived  i>y 
fuch  views  THEN,^  than  that  we  arc  now  fo  terribly 
cnflaved  by  temporal  wilhes ;  for  the  hearts  of  all 
men  naturally  are  clofer  fet  on  this  life's  got>ds;  thnan 
on  things  above.  The  woridly-minded,  of  cmirft; 
rejeded  the  humbling  mefl&ge  djuch  a  SaVibi^ 
whofe  appearance  dilffered  fo  very  widely  frbih'  tlfcrhr 
hearts  defire,  and  ivhat  they  had  been  taugtft  •«» 
look  for.  »' *  ^  ^  I.   . 

-  This  then  being  the  cafe  of  j)edple  blinded  hf 
fplendid  ho(ies,  it  is  theitfbre^properly  faid;  tfnrtf 
tetbe  f9er  the  Gc^el  is  preached.  Not  as  pjofltiv^efy 
excluding  thoTc  whom  thc-Pr6Vid*nce  of  Gbd«lise^' 
placed  in  higher  ilations;  noi  to  'the  jpoor  inr^thr 
mere  literal  fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  but  only  ^d  de- 
clare the  peculiar  principle  of  OiriftVitBgiofr.  ^.-T^rf 
all  who  were 'poor  in  an  evangHlctit  {htdti  thnt  'it^ 
poor  htjpirit,  not  btgbmnmledf  but  HvllKng-to  tccdve 

the 


the  truth  in  God's  own  way.  To  all  who 'felt  them- 
feJvcs^  poor  without  f h«fe  yiW« /ijjftj^j  Jefus  Chrift 
delivered  to  t^cm  (which  is  tfae^very  meaning  of 
the  word  Gofpelv)  as  to  engage  than  ^eamefVly  to 
iifire  it,  as  their  chief  happinefs^  and  comfort.  And  • 
fo  far  indeed,  the:circumfiance  cX^inSmard  povertf 
\tSi<ii%fome  the  readier  to  embrace  the  'word }  becairfe 
being  void  of  the  various  gratificatidn*  which  power 
and  riches  yield^:  they  naturally  require  fome  itmanrd 
conTolation  to  beaV  thim  up  againft  the  difficulties 
with  which  they  ftmggle.  »  They  are  not  equallf 
expofed  to  the  dehifions  of  captivating  wealthy  hut 
look  up  to  the ^Crealor,  mori  than  the  Creature,  (or 
fapport.  Therefore^  .'.though  the-Gofpei  is  mort 
genesaUy  laid  U  ie  preached.  loJliispOar^'/mtitsLty  for 
thefereafons^i'/i&ry  are  iBore  liklely  to  receimit,  yet 
it  is,  and  ever  will  be, '  Orally  accented  by  the 
rich  of  this  'world  aljb,  -who  are  xluly.  ienlible  of  the 
)poyeny  of  theii*  jdkgenerated  nature^  and  dirpi]d€4 
to  hear  the  words  of  eternal  life^  for  even  in  oiir 
Savior's  alarming  Tesx\sjrk,,bow  ^bard  it  is  for  a  rich 
nun  tOL. enter  into.. the  kingdem  4>f  Gcd^;.  fct  he  by  na 
mass^  excludes  the  wealthy ;  fdr  h^addli,  xhzx  nothing 
is  sn^qffible  with  Qpd, .  and  only  (hews  the  danger  of 
their  fituation,  and  the  Mffiadty/oi  thetr  convex 
lion,  comparatively,  with  the  lefs  profperous  con-r 
dition  of  life :  and  if  we  makt.aiftrid  examination 
of  the  characters  thatpi'oYe  the  trOeft  converts  unto 
God^  we  ihall  always  find»  them  the  penitent,  the 
hwfy^  and  .the  jcontriie,  in  any  clafs  of  people. 

There  is  ilikewife  tmotber  confideration^  which  if 
duly  weighed^  will  help  to  humblc>  and  try  us.   ^^j 

have 
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have  various  adSiumal  proofs^  to  iivltat  the  Jews 
imjoyed:  for  /we  havie  (i.)  The  miraculous  pre* 
lervaripn  of  all  their  prophecies.    {tJ)  The  curious 
9n4  fronvinctfig  cafe  of  their  own  rgedion  from 
being  an  eftabtiflied  feapli^     (3.)  The  hiftory  of 
^hi'ift  recorded fo  mhrniefy,  by  many  different  hands, 
jfiet  all  combining  to  fix  the  truth  of  it.     And  (4.) 
the  perfieidt  pfefiervation,  and  aftoiiifhing  effiBd:  of 
akl&  Cofpel  itfeif^  i^i  in  a  manner  among  the  greatefl 
niijracles  that  eve^  happened.    Well  therefore,  may 
Ite  enquire,  with  furpriae,  hpw,  notwithftanding 
kll  thefe  great  and.  precious  adTantages,  men  cot^- 
tinu^  iixdifpofed  to  believe  the  truth  ?  Why  mmof 
Chrifiians  are  as  flack  as  Jews  to  pay  due  honor  to 
theif  Fowidff  ^.  cauie  ?    The  irtafen  is  iraiiifeft. 
They  ace  bliitded  by  an  ^ffaience  more  ibited  to 
their  cirnaj  nature.    .They  ndtf  vm  Jie,  left  they 
|h«>uld  refepit^  Md  fie  coifOirtei^  fof  ihm^  they  wgsalk 
iKMrtyith  their  beloved  vices,  spiad  fet  loofeto  all 
thfjB  vain  attachmeiits  of  (his  wicked  and  uncerts^ 
leene,     Thefe  hold  them  in  duiins,  whkh  nothis^ 
«a» breaks  but  deepcianviiiftion  of  the  (ruth  ae  k 
ia  in  Jffiu  Oki/L   Itic  came  to  take  down  die 
iviighty  fioni  their  feat  of  vmiiltyi  and  to  eiGfllr  the 
ftembtie  and  meek  ^  a  throve  of  g^ory.    And  vhea 
ffMt  phis  p0Werftit  li^fic  is  fuffeied  to  ibinr  upon 
the  foul,  (for  doubtkrfs  many  do  vri^ti^  flvue  limx 
eyes  ag^nA  it)  dip  mipd  becomes  divefted  of  the 
blindkieff  above-mentioned  r  the  veS  is  removed, 
find  things  b^Pgifi'  to  wear  their  proper  cf^ows.    But 
ahe  heart  is  fo  deceitful,  and  cormpC  bf  namire, 
91KJI  (he  mind  fodyltji  '1J^  dtie  c^bfingr  takes  plnco^ 


(hat  as  foqa  might  you  bring  w^t^r  from  the  flinty 
rock,  as  expc6l  true  converfion  to  God,  'till  the 
fi>ftening  quality  of  his  heavenly  grace,  hath  made 
impreflion  on  this  ftubborn  heart.  And  this  grand 
work,  his  mercy  is  producing  every  day,  in  various 
fttapes,  for  the  enlightening  and  faving  his  be- 
nighted creatures. 

From  what  has  now  been  delivered  to  ycAi,  upon 
diefe  inveterate  prejudices  of  the  Jewifti  nation^ 
againft  the  humble  appearance,  and  low  condition<^ 
of  pur  Savior,  it  may  be  profitable  to  add  fome 
Jurther  remarks,  which  will  confirm  the  abfalute 
iicifity  of  his  coming  in  a  manner  fo  different  from 
their  iprifh,  and  expedation.*  But  thefe  I  (hall  defer 
tiU  w<  meet  in  the  afternoon,  and  conclude  at  pre- 
&nt  {^%  is  my  general  cuilom)  with  a  ftort,  and 
earoeft  exhortatbn  upon  the  folemn  fervice  whichr 
ve  are  now  about  to  celebrate.  Depend  upon  it^ 
my  brethren,  that  what  our  Lord  and  Savior  Chrift 
has  poiitively  ctmmanded^  mull  duly  be  cbeytdi  or 
we  cannot  truly  call  ourfclves  his  faithful  followers. 
We  may  aflure  ourfelvcs  alfo  he  would  never  have 
appointed  what  was  not  effentially  profitable  for  axl 
HIS  fervants.  I  have  fo  often  prelTed  this  argu« 
ment,  and  placed  it  in  fo  many  points  of  view,  that 
I  iam  really  at  a  lofs  how  to  perfuade  you  further  6ti 
the  fubjeft,  without  repeating  the  fame  induce- 
ments to  your  obedience.  This,  however,  is  moft 
certain,  that  it  is  indifpenfably  binding  on  every 
*  minifter  to  enforce  refpeft  to  M  Chrifl's  ordinances : 
IP  neglect  to  do  fo,  in  any  particular,  would  be  a 
'^iiiem  acknowledgment  that  fuch  particular  pointy 

K  was 
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was  matter  of  indifference.    I  coniider  it,  therefore^ 

:  both  my  duty^  and  intereft,  (as  I  mud  anfwer  for 

-having  negleded  or  difcharged  a  faithful  truft)  to 

remind  you  cbnflantly  of  this  very  thing,  that  no 

4>art  of  your  final  condemnation  may  be  placed  to 

.my  account.     Confcious  myfelf,   of  the  abfolute 

neceffity  of  repentance,  and  reformatim,  I  uige  them 

upon  ^01^,  as  becomes  my  ofHce,  and  from  the  purell 

regard  for  your  eternal  welfare.    Convinced  that 

human  nature  of  itfelf  is  terribly, corrupted j  I  would 

lead  you  to  ,the  readieft  means  of  changing  your 

.  impure  affedtions  into  bdine/s  of  life.    This,  my  brc- 

'thren,  can  only  be  accompliflied  by  God*s  aflift^ 

•,ance,  or  what  is  called  in  fcripture  language,  the 

.power  of  his  grace.     This 'free  gift,  and  mighty 

favor,  our  heavenly  Father  holds  out  to  all  who 

;  will  accept  the  neceflary  conditions  of  our  Savior's 

Gofpel.    And  further;    that   his  frail  creatures, 

might  want  no  manner  of  encouragement  to  fct 

about  a  work  fo  very  eflcntial  to  their  greatefl:  good, 

and  to  which  weak  flelh  and  blood  is  not  of  itfdf 

fufficient;   in  the  riches  of  his  mercy.  He  hath 

appointed  outward  means  to  help  their  ingtperfeft 

..powers  towards  a  change  fo  very  needful  to  prepare 

-  them  for  his  prefence,  and  the  joys  of  heaven.     In 

the  Sacraments  of  Baptifm,  and  the  Supper-  of  the 

.  Lord,  we  have  a£fual  figns  and  pledges  pf  the  graces 

meant  to  be  conveyed  to  every  humble,  and  faithful 

•  Chriftian.     By  complying  with  the  commands  to 

ufe  thefe  meahs  of  grace,  you  prevail  on  God  (fer 

his  Son's  fake,  and  merits)  to  beftow  fuch  (Ir^ngth 

upon  you^  as  will  abundantly  fupport  you,  undtr 

the 
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tli^  various  trials  to  which,  in  the  common  courfe 
of  nature,  every  human  creatyre  muft  be  fubje<5t. 
Refiife  not,  then,  my  brethren,  the  tender  counfel 
of  thofe  who  watch  for  your  foub.    While  you  have 
time,  make  a  wife  and  grateful  ufe  of  thofe  repeated 
calls  to  work  out  your  falvation.     Remember,  the 
night  cometh  (even  upon  the  youngcrt)  when  they 
ihall  not  be  able  to  work ;  and  as  thii^  cannot  be' 
doubted,  what  Ihall  the  ag^J  do  ?     Tiey  have  much 
lefs  leifure  to  fpare,  or  trifle  away ;  they  can  never 
be  too  earned  in  redeeming  their  mif-fpent  time. 
People  muft  rtot  deceive  themfelves  with  thinking, 
that  though  they  have  flighted  the  efpecial  means 
of  grace  held  out  to  them  in  the  holy  Sacrament, 
it  will  adt  as  a  charm  at  last,  to  reform  them  in  i 
moment,  or  atone  completely  for  all  their  long,  and 
wilful  difrefpedl  to  Chrift's  ii^undlions.    On  the 
contrary,  they  fliould  carefully  confider  the  prepay 
tation  neccflafyj  to//  them  to  partake  of  what  the 
Lord  irt  tcndercft  mercy  has  provided   for  theit 
ckre;  and  this  is  the  plaineft  thing  in  nature.     It  is 
only  a  redl  wijb  to  menJ,  in  every  particular  of  their 
conduft,  wherein  they  are  confcioufly  deficient.  Now 
*  this  naturally  implies  conviSHon,  that  they  need  help  ; 
and  the  method  to  obtain  it,  muft  obvibufly  be  the 
cxcrcifc  of  every  portion  of  power  or  grice  a  maa 
already  poiTefles.     This  will  ftrengthen  faith  ac- 
cording to  God's  pofitive  promife ;  He  that  doth  bis 
mB^  Jball  know  of  the  dcSlrine  whisther  it  be  of  God. 
This,  then,  it  behoveth  us  to  tell  you,  that  though 
it  is  moft  dangerous  to  defer  repentance,  becaufe 
tto  man  knoweth  the  day  or  hour  of  his  being  called 
'  fc  2  to 


13a  A    SERMOV   FOR 

to  account ;  it  is  better  to  begin  even  hUe^  than  not 
at  all.  Too  diligent  and  wary  it  is  impoflible  for 
any  of  us  to  be ;  or  too  grateful  that  we  have  Ufe^ 
zndjnifes,  and  fome  hope  of  further  reprief^  to  prove 
our  forrow^  and  amendment.  It  is  for  the  iake  of 
any^  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  feel  in  their  hearts^ 
the  motion  of  God's  grace«  prompting  them  now 
to  join  their  fellow-chriftians  in  their  bounden 
duty»  (even  after  a  long  and  inexcufable  negledt) 
that  I  fo  repeatedly  declare  my  fincere  williognefs 
to  give  all  fuch  every  poflible  inftru&ion  they  can 
v?i/hi  whenever  they  call  upon  me  for  that  good 
purpofe.  And  to  prevent  all  excufes«  and  encou-* 
rage  every  pious  endeavor,  I  think  it  proper  to  add, 
that  I  (hall  never  coniider  fuch  applications  as  an 
intruiion  on  my  leifure>  or  an  unbecoming  liberty 
ojti  their  part«  but  a  pleafing^  and  happy  oppor* 
tunity  of  being  inftrumental  both  to  their  prefent^ 
and  future  peace.  In  truth,  for  what  other  purpofe 
U  my  folemn  appointment  among  you,  but  as  a 
zealous^  bcnefi,  affeSlimate  watchman  for  your  mod 
important  interells  ?  or  what  more  delightful,  and 
glorious  objedl  can  I  propofe  to  fny/elfy  than  tlie  mu- 
tual welfare  of  your  immortal  fouls?  Take  notice, 
then,  my  brethren,  that  you  have  none  of  you  any 
plea  for  continuing  in  ignorance,  of  this,  or  ^ny 
other  Chriftian  duty ;  in  cafe  it  happens  that  you 
cannot  retain,  ox  thoroughly  underftandi  the  feveral 
arguments  delivered  for  your  information  from  tiiis 
place.  And  as  for  thofe  who  are  fo  bleiSbd  as  to 
fee  the  neceflity  of  complying  with  their  Lord's 
commands,  who  have  obtained  grace  to  live  in  tbe 

4t  habit 
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habit  of  dutiful  obedience  in  this  refpeft^  let  them 
beware  not  to  flacken  in  their  labor  of  love ;  God 
knows^  the  very  beji  need  every  help.  We  cannot 
too  often  remember  Chrift ;  the  more  we  dwell  upon 
his  lufferings^  the  more  we  fhall  be  fenfible  of  our 
wants,  and  great  unworthinefs^  and  that  it  behoved 
him  to  die  for  ourfins^  and  to  rife  again  for  our  juftifica^ 
tion.  OnljTj  my  dear  friends,  ponder  this  weighty 
truths  in  what  manner  we  are  to  be  employed  in 
his  heavenly  kingdom,  (if  we  truly  defire  to  have 
any  (hare  in  the  merits  of  his  death)  and  it  will 
powerfully  aflift  to  reproach  our  prefent  lukewarm- 
nefs,  and  urge  us  to  future  circumfpeAion.  If  oUr 
eternal  employment  is  to  be  in  contemplating  the 
wondrous  mercy  of  our  Deliverer,  and  adoring  and 
exalting  his  glorious  Name,  is  it  poflible,  my  brer 
thren,  that  we  can  be  too  freqUetit^  or  too  fofid  of 
doing  now,  what  is  to  prepare  us  for  bur  heavenly 
talk,  and  to  form  our  highed;  happinefs  to  endlefs 
ages? 

Soon,  to  every  one  of  us,  will  the  trials,  pleafures, 
and  temptations  of  this  fleeting  fcene  be  over.  O, 
let  us  not  wafte  and  lofe  the  precious,  glorious  op* 
portunity  of  being  made  inheritors  of  unmixed^ 
unfading,  and  eternal  happinefs !  When  the  fun 
and  moon  fhall  be  darkened,  and  the  (lars  refufe  to 
give  their  light  i  when  the  earth  (hall  be  burnt  up^ 
and  as  a  (croll,  the  material  heavens  pafs  aWay; 
when  the  times  of  refrjefhing  fhall  come  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  we  fhall  fee  the  power  of 
Chrifl's  refurredlion,  in  the  experience  of  our  wmi 
P,  how  (hall  we  then  rejoice,  for  having  ufed  the 
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prcfent  means  God's  wifdom  has  defigned  to  fit  tM 

for  the  enjoyment  of  that  cndlefs  day  !     How  wiU 

many  fprrow  for  the  paft  and  rafli  negkBi  that  wiU 

confign  theni  over  to  perpetual  darknefs !  where 

there  is  no  more  repricf,  no  poffibl?   reuiedy,  no 

further  trial,  but  the  merited  fcntepce  ypon  wilfi\l 

obftinacy,  to  incrcafe  eternal  lamentation,  ^nd  def- 

pair.     May  thcfe  moft  ferious  thoughts  difpofe  us 

to  be  cautious,  humble,  and  moft  diligent  in  ftriv- 

ing  to  fecurc  a  bleiTcd  portion  when  we  depart  this 

;  lifi^.     M^y  God  blefs  this  means  of  grace  appointed 

by  his  Belovcd  Son,  in  this  moil  holy  Sacraipcnt,  to 

.  the  refrefhing  of  our  fouls,  aqd  the  improvement 

,pf  our  Iive3;   and  rpay  all  prefent  experience  a 

•  timely  defir^  tp  do  his  will  in  2^11  things,  nor  aqy 

longer  decline  the  proffered  occafion  of  inftrudliQ.n 

'  and  amendment*    To  God,  b?  all  the  praife  fqr 

.every  gift  and  power  we  enjoy,  through  ^he  merits 

jind  pie^iation  of  Jefus  Chrift  oyr  \joxi,.     Tp 
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FOR  EASTER-DAY  EVENING. 
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HAVING  finiihed  the  jSrJi  divifion  of  my-  fubi. 
jed>  in  my  former  difcourfe^  wherein  I  deli^ 
vered  fuch  a  hiftory  of  the  day>  as  I  judged  ufefiil 
for  many  of  my  hearers :  it  remains  now,  that  I  proj- 
xccd  to  xiic/eccnd  head  I  purpofed  to  coniiderj  and 
which  I  cut  fhort  on  account  of  the  additional  fer;* 
,vice  in  the  morning.  In  order  to  give  weight  to 
the  fever^l  obfervations  I  was  led  to  make,  upon 
the  conduifl  of  the  Jews  of  old,  towards  our  Blehed 
Savior ;  it  would  be  ferviceable  to  fix  this  following 
ferious,  and  undeniable  truth  upon  ^  our  mind^ 
;that .  though  we  were  not  perfMoIfy  aflifting  at 
Chrift's  deasb^  and  that  we  are  ready  to  revile  the 
people  of  the  Jews  for  fuch  an  inhuman,  and  un^ 
precedented  ad,  as  deftroying  an  innocent  perfon, 
and  their  BenefaSlor,  one  who  did  fo  much  good 
among  them^  and  intended  them  a  great  deal  more; 
yet.  even  at  this  diftance  of  time,  many  who  cdU 
tbemf elves  Cbriftians  (that  is,  the  pretending  and 
profefling  followers  of  this  murdered  Savior,)  may 
,yet  be  guilty  of  a  crime  as  wicked  towards  flSfiq, 
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and  as  dangerous  to  their  eternal  welfare^  as  ever  the 
perverfe  and  cfHel^  cOiYdtifi;  bf  the  Jews  can  be 
cfteemed.  To  prcferve  U3  then  from  this  unchari^ 
ta^e  liberty,  and  to  fccure  ourfelves  from  being 
guilty  of  a  crfrtic  we*  juftly  reprobate;  wfc  (hould 
carefully  attend  to  the  ground  of  our  Savior's 
prayer  for  their  forgivcnefs.     Father ^  forgive  tbem^ 

fOR  THEY  KI^OW  NOT   WHAT  THEY  l>0.      NoW,  thls 

cannot  be  truly  faid  in  ouk  cafe ;  ft)r  we,  in  our 
unholy,  and  wicked  li^s,afe  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  conjequence  of  the  particular  fins  we  arc 
cbitiVMXiing*  ff^e  have  httn  born  and  edbcdtSd 
uhdcr  tfio  iilhieiicc  xX  Chrift's  own  regenenCtiiig 
bMinahce^,  Saptifin,  the  fir(t«  <ee  hate  all  riceiv^ 
M ;  ind  though  we  miferably  ai^u/e  k,  by  ncK  «ttend«* 
$!ig  to  the  vo\vrs  then  fblemnly  p^omifed^  mA 
fherfeby grieve,  «iid  refirft  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Grace; 
ytt  the  other,  is  ftiU  held  dut  to  us,  as  a  mtkns  to 
rexfw  thcfe  vows,  and  rcptir  owr  errors  by  r^a^Mti^ 
Bert  alas !  it  feems  ak  if  we  arfe  tdo  kpt  to  thinjt  k 
IHik  of  this  grace  i^  ftifficicnt  for  us,  by  dur  negli*' 
gjence  to  mreetfeiii  for  the  remedy  is  appointed  ^6 
be  fWldwcd  tip^  'till  our  difordcrs  are  torrefied,  tiJl 
oiir  ctirc  is  as  complete  z^  poflibly  it  can  be.  White 
tiierefore  we  negted,  or  otherwife  abufe  thefe  mea^ft 
ef  grace,  the  fault  can  only  be  aitributed  to  ««*-- 
j/8#t;w,  And  by  comlnxjing  in  any  fdul  olfenccS, 
trhich  Chrrft  has  warned  us  from  committing,  liv^o 
iJo>  M  the  Apoftle  fay»,  thereof  fnt  the  lArd  to  ipitH 

Jbmnif,  «hd  iti  a  iimnncr  (rnci/y  hm  dfr^.  Ih  other 
V«di,  »H  flrch  perfons  da  give  occaiion  fco  tte 
|Hrofette,  to  ciji  i^  ijucftion  the  eJfeais  of  CfcrJft'js 
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^yJng,  and  th^  regencfating  power  of  his  grace,  ' 
whereby  his  lioly  name  is  fcandaloufly  diflionored  % 
tbe  viitiic  <^  his  relfgioA  lowered  by  the  uncoii* 
verted^  hardened  linner ;  and  the  gracious  purpolea 
for  which  Chrift  died)  ungratefully  oppofed.  Theft 
{iioints  are  highly^  worthy  ou^  cohfideratioh ;  thej 
pktiDly  fiiew  how  culpable  all  meitly  nominal  ChriC- 
dans  ft^e,  of  the  very  charge  for  which  they  accufe 
tile  |eWs>  aTid  likewUe,  that  the  benefits  of  Chrift'a 
death  can  only  be  applied  to  thofe,  who  wfi  th 
fcHre  hifki  tfnlf,  and  prove  that  they  haVe  obtaihei 
an  ihteitft  in  him,  by  the  demonftracton  of  lus 
Spirit,  on  their  lives,  and  converfaiian. 

Havii^  premifed  this  needful  check  to  all  un- 
guarded feverity ;  and  furniihed  an  exhortation  to 
watch  our  oxvn  pronenels  to  offend ;  in  continuatioh 
of  the  fiirther  obfervations  I  was  led  to  make  upofa 
the  cMdadt  of  the  Jews,  in  rejcfting  their  iLing, 
and  SavioTj  on  account  of  the  mean  and  humik 
fifftte  he  made  among  them,  I  am  now  to  fliew  you, 
the  abfiiute  necejfity  of  Chrifl's  coming  in  a  manner 
ifi  nMfy  4ifftrent,  from  their  mfi  and  exfeSlation. 

Firft,  then  J  had  our  Lord  appeared^  with  all 
the  vj^ih  bewitching  pomps  of  this  world,  wheife 
would  have  been  any  proper  trial  for  the  Rich  ?  dr 
any  diffici!klty  of  enliiling  under  his  banner  ?  Hb 
muft  then  have  employed  the  ufual  means  of  gratis 
fying  his  followers,  which  temporal  potentates  adopi^ 
to  fccure  iheir  inter  efts,  viz.  the  tempting  effeAs  df 
power,  and  fplendor,  and  which  men  too  ofteii 
covet  to  the  riik  of  their  own  fou^.  Nay,  eU 
l^cMld  not  have  been  equally  contented  even  thm: 

thit 
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thi&  would  have  adbrded  ground  for  snty,  -^and  am* 

iitiBi^y  iirft^ad  of  univerfal  love^,  2lxmA  Je^-demaly  ps^ 

.fient  Jiiffsring,   and  contimtanct  in  w^lt^doing.     ThQ 

fStdi^  ofjaitl^i  and  b$pe,  wpuld.  havQ  had  nor  ibmre 

in  hrs  difciplfs  happinefs.     Inftead  jof  tbetr  affee^ 

4iam  biiMgJel  m  things  above  (the  fupporting  objeAs 

,qf  thf>fe-:diyine  virtues}  they  wo^ld  have  beea  di« 

Hided  between  things  m  earthy  if  iietr  wh^Uy^abforbed 

hyi  them.    But.Chrift  came  to  Jave  fouls^  an4  not 

tta  countenance  the  lo/s  of  them.     He  came  to  provc» 

jrhat  the  ways  men  fo  eagerly  pur(ue»  to  obtaia 

sigppinefs  ii^j  are ^^st^  and  dangerous i ^^nd.  generally 

cjoite  the  contrary  of  what  fhould  be  attended  to» 

ki  order  to  inherit  life  eternal.    He  came  to  propofe 

« life  of faithy  and  humble  confidence  in  God's  pro- 

mifed  bldHqgSj  upon  condition  of  j(7irr/r^  «&ri&9^ 

to  his.  precepts.     In  (hort»  He  openly  declared^  hie 

kingdom  was  not  oftbif  w^rldi  and  therefore  we  can* 

.not  wonder  that  perfons  wboUy  de^uoted  to  this  worldt* 

(whether  Jews>  or  Gentiles)  fhould  undervalue  and 

lejeA  his  offers. 

But  to  keep  to  the  application  I  defigned  in  the 
comparifon;  we  muft  all  confefs>  that  the  cha- 
lader  of  the  prefent  times»  in  regaifd  to  many 
.nominal  Chriftians»  varies  but  little  from  the  fpirk 
.that  pofTefTed  the  unbelieving  Jews*  For  as  the 
latter  would  gladly  have  received  Chrifl;^  had  he 
come  in  the  demonflration  of  earthly  power;  fo 
many  among  ourfelves^  are  better  pleafed  to  have 
Jnootb  things  told  tbem>  however/^^  than  to  hear 
truth  a$  it  i&  in  Jefus^  though  a  portion  of  ih^ 
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glories  to  be  revealed,  is  a  reward  of  their  receir* 
Wg,  and  obeying  it  in  godlinefs. 

For  example  i  many  are  eager  enough  to  embrace 
a  Savior  who  has  so  done  all  things  for  them,  that 
they  may  fin  fecurely ;  they  are  anxious  to  hc/aveJ, 
becaufe  no  man  loves  pam^  or  wifi^  of  affy  kind  ; 
but  the  leaven  of  carnal  defires  prevents  them  from 
admitting  and  digefting  the  only  method  to  avoid 
it.  The  Bering  in  at  the  ftrait  gate  i  ihe  taking  i^ 
the  crq/sdaify;  thefe  are  defperate  hindrances.  Thejr 
would  fain  retain  a  poflibility  of  continuing  in  the 
pleafures  of  fin,  that  the  grace  of  God  may  be 
Hior^  magnified^  by  an  exce/s  of  meny.  But  why 
fhould  men  be  fo  unreafonably  abfiird,  as  to  defire 
impqffiUlities  ?  What  greater  teft  of  favor  can  we 
require,  than  to  xtctvft free  fardon.^  which  we  arc 
told  we  (land  in  need  of,  after  the  bjeft  we  do,  for 
we  cannot  be  infenfible  we  are  truly  unprqfitaMe 
fervanis  to  an  all-powerful,  and  perfect  Being,  in  re- 
fped:  to  any  inbinfic  value  of  our  deeds.  And  as 
Cod  has  gracioufly  promifed  not  only  to  accept^ 
but  to  reward,  our  imperfedl  fer vices,  furely  to  he 
faithful  to  our  utmoft,  is  no  indifferent  thing,  when 
JiMtrity  is  made  the  abfolute  condition  of  the  favor. 
Surely,  i^  is  mercy  in  the  extreme,  to  have  refpeft 
to  any  good  that  we  can  do,  and  for  which  he  gra- 
cioufly affords  the  pwer  of  performance.  In  fiiort, 
f^ch  people  would  wi(h  to  gain  heaven. without  any 
hard  trial,  without  a  ftruggle  of  repentance,  or  felf- 
denying  a<5ts.  This  would  be  to  expedt  what  is 
contrary  to  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Chrift ; 
pf  \i\%  ApoiUes ;  and  the  experience  of  every  humble 
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Chtiftian  that  ever  lived.    Thus  dcth  tht  Tempter 

beguile,  and  enfnare  the  multitude.     They  arc  un- 

Irilling  tb  diftinguilh  between  the  ftn  of  original 

depfarity,  that  infirmity  to  which  univcrfal  nature 

is  hcir>  and  which  is  atoned  for  by  the  alUfuffidicnt 

iierifece  t)f  Chrift  (through  faith ;)  and  that  wi^l 

impiety,  tutd  tf^W  tranfgrcffion,  which  needs  con- 

tiitu2iUy>   the  affijling  power  of  grace  to  check  it. 

The  hardfhips  which  offer  thcmfelves  to  worldly 

Ihinds,  incline  them  to  confound  what  Chrift  hath 

iixincfit  us,  with  what  He  muft  do  in  us.     By  en* 

iftcavoring  to  ejcilt  the  powtr  of  GrtitCi  ihty  render 

toid  its  peculiar  Office,   and  moft  bldTed  efe^s, 

which  is  to  make  us  holy,  that  we  may  be  capaih  of 

bfeing  happy.     But  as  foon  (hall  light  and  darknef^ 

dwelt  together;  as  foon  (hall  the  fame  fountain 

yitld  fweet,  and  bitter  AViiter,  or  God  and  BeHal 

tiflite  in  principle,  as  that  the  wHful  habitUMt  fihncr, 

can  have  any  intereft  in  the  blood  of  Chrift*    AH 

^ho  continue  perverjhly  vicious,  ufijufi,  or  otherwifc 

imgodfy,    depending  upon  Jefus    for  a   Redtmer, 

-without  receiving  him  as  a  Lawgiverl;  w- ithout  (hew- 

Sng  arty  of  the  fruits  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which  are 

tb  qualify  them  for  the  Wclcorine  df  weS  d&9itgOt^ 

mnd  faithfid  fetvakt  I  all  futh,  iriftead  (^  entering  into 

(Be  joy  df  tbeir  tJrd,  will  be  miferalbly  difaf^ointed» 

attd  confounded  with  the  fentence  that  is  recorded, 

|tev.  xxii,  I  J.  Let  hint  that  is^ibyy  hifihbyftiUi  0td 

him  th^t  is  unjuft,  be  unjufi  ftitl.    He  that  is  righteous^ 

tet  him  be  tighteotu  ftiU ;  and  he  tbdt  is  holy,  kl  him  be 

hfyjrni;  t>iat  is,  ih  %VhatfoeVtir  evil  hirbifs  a  than 

&  fbuhA^  ix  the  hout  ef  his  dearhj^  the  fattife  ihall 

a(tcnd 
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attend  him  U  0S  Hemty ;  and  ccmlbquently^  moft 
indiipenfable»  and  fafe,.  U  the  cultivation  of  every 
vtrtMOHs,  and  picu^  pradkice. 

Repentancej  and  faith^  my  brethren,  are  the  plain 
and  faving  conditions  of  the  Gofpel ;  the/  are  vir* 
tues  we  nnift  pollefs  in  a  certain  degree,  ^nd  the 
le(s  we  bave  of  them,  the  more  we  mu&  pray  {or 
diencu  They  are  confirmed  to  us  by  the  never^&iling 
credentials  of  the  Apoftle's  preaching :  that  is^ 
£urii  in  the  Spn  of  God ;  that  through  the  power 
of  His  refurredion  from  the  dead,  he  is^  mighty  to 
lave  all  thofe  who  come  to  him,  (however  burchened) 
when  they  i^mfejs^  and  feel  weary  of  their  (ins*  We 
muft  poflefs  a  belief,  that  for  bisjahe^  and  thioi^k 
Him  ai/)r,  redemption  can  be  obtained ;  and  that  by 
the  grace  he  has  taught  us  co  a(k,  and  hope  for,  fae 
will  enable  us  to  gain  fuch  a  degree  of  vidory  over 
this  weak  corrupted  n?.ture,  as  (hall  produce  fruits 
demonftrative  of  pure  repentance.  And  in  truths 
if  this  is  mtjo^  how  can  we  be  judged  by  our  soaris. 
Obferve^  however,  we  do  not  affert  that  works,  of 
themfelves,  meril  any  favor  of  God;  or  that  a&ions 
performed  under  the  influence  of  any  partial  /ffflsSvm^ 
are  capable  of  reconciling  God  to  us,  but  confefs  that 
we  are  accepted  for  his  fake  only,  who  fupplies  the 
will  and  the  power  to  do  all  manna*  of  genuine  good ; 
yet  we  maintain  that  they  muft  affeari  becaufe  they 
are  the  eiarjieft,  or  pledges  of  ouf  partaking  of  his 
fpirk  H^Ri,  a|K}  tkcJeaU^  by  which  all  true  difciples 
ftnU  jbpdyiA¥ig^ift)ed  hereafter  ;  far  w^hoMt holm^ 
no  man  JbaUJge  the  Lord.  Therefore,  call  it  what  yoa 
i^^^M9^ly  take  fpeciftl  care,  roy  brethr«)»  ;tot  you 
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be  found  among  the  number  that  biFoe  this  unAioii  oT 
the  Spirit  upon  your  hearts :  wherefore  putting  away 
aU  ungodlinefs  andflejhly  lufts  that  war  againft  the  Joul^ 
firroeto  work  out  your  Jalvatim  with  fear  and  trembling. 
Beware  of  being  deceived  by  doArines  which 
.feem  to  favor  the  impoffibility  of  a  virtuous*  life/ 
or  of  its  needful  preparation  for  future  happinefs ; 
for  this  is  truly,  as  the  Apoftle  terms  it,  a  moft 
damnable  doStrine^  the  doSlrine  of  devils.  Be  not  fo 
abfurd,  as  to  fuppofe  a  care  to  pleafe  God,  and  live 
according  to  his  word,  will  interfere  with  the  merits 
of  your  Savior,  or  leffen  the  value  of  his  fuiferings ; 
for  he  died  on  purpoie  to  enable  yon  fo  to  live ;  and 
the  more  you  a<5t  up  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel,  the 
more  you  prove  the  blefled  effeU  of  his  death,  and 
rcfurreftion  on  your  fouls,  who  has  thus  raifed  yoU 
from  the  death  cffin,  to  the  life  of  tighteoufnefs^  by  faith 
in  what  he  has  done  for  you  *;  and  which  is  the  beft 
of  all  alfurances  you  can  poflibly  have,  that  He  will 
raifeyou  up  at  the  laft  day.  Keep  conllantly  in  mind, 
the  parable  of  the  talents ^  whenever  you  are  in  danger 
of  becoming  flothful,  or  unfaithful  toyourtruft.  Be- 
ware of  liftening  to  the  prejudices  of  any  favorite* 
errors.  This  was  the  failing  of  the  Jews.  Men 
are  naturally  inclined  to  difbelieve^  what  they  do  not 
like.  Our  fallen  ft  ate  difpofeth  us  to  be  averfe  from 
aAual  righteoufnefs,  and  therefore  many  catch  at 
every  deception  that  would  pcrfuade  them  they 
may  be  fafe  without  the  praSlice  of  it.  But  we,  I 
truft,  have  not  so.  learned  Cbnfi,  my  brethren,  as  to 
fuppofe  his  refurredion  hath  wrought  for  us  no- 
better  knowledge,  -  and  ability.    Let  us  rather  abide  by' 

the 
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^ fife idKmony of  St.  John;  Littk fbildren,  kti0 
^wm  d0C€ru€  you  I  be  ibat  d9ib  good,  is  of  Gvd,  and  be 
thai  doih  evU  is  of  tbe  BeviL  I  would  not  fo  afFront 
your  mnderfianiBig^  as  to  treipafs  with  an  cxplanattoa 
of  goodj  and  evil. 

1  will  beg  your  patience  to  one  mone  remark; 

which  I  omitted  in  its  proper  |^ace,  but  which  the 

hiftory  of  the  day  prefents  to  us  as  very  worthy  our 

ferious  notice.    This  may  be  depended  on^  as  an 

everlafting  truth,  that  in  proportion  as  men  of  every 

defcnption  yield  to  worldly,  and  felfilh  principles, 

they  will  be  gradually  weaned  from  the  love  oJF 

what  is  true,  and  juft.  This  is  particularly  inftanccd 

in  the  conduct  of  the  watch  that  were  appointed  to 

guard  our  Savior's  fepulchre,  and  who  were  aftual 

witnefles   of   the    preternatural    appearance  that 

honored  his  refurreftioii.     They  balely  accepted  oiF 

a  krih^  to  deny  the  truib^  and  added  a  moil  atroci^ 

ous falfehood  to  this  their  heavy  crime;  for  thcjr 

affirmed,  that  the  body  of  Jeius  was  taken  away  hy 

his  difciples,  while  they   slept.    In  any  other 

cafe,  but  one  of  fuch  an  awful  nature ;  in  any  other 

trefpafs,  not  attended  with  fuch  fhocking  confir- 

queaccs  to  the  offending  party^  it  would  be  allow- 

able  to  hold  up  fuch  perverfe  blindnefs,  and  excels 

of  folly,  as  the  objed  of  worthy  ridicule.     For  what 

coold  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  expcdt  to  eftabliih  a 

ha  by  the  teftimony  of  perfons  who  owned tbtmjehts 

*^fieepi  but  inconfiftent  as  this  is,  the  hiftory  telli 

us,  tbat  ibis  faying  is  commonly  reported  among  tbe  Jezx^s 

-joto  this  day.    Now,  however  ready  we  may  be  in 

-vilhing  to  cxpofe  the  error  of  thefe-  people,  wc 

^    .  ••  ihould 
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ihould  not  be  over  anxious  to  boaft  our  own  al&Cf* 
donate  zeal^  at  the  exprnce  even  of  their  xwA  un» 
vorthy  condu£k«  bvt  ratl^i^r  confi^cr  it  i^  ihc  Hghc 
I  intimated  in  ipy  firft  difcopirie^  a«  a  woeful  in- 
fiance  of  the  general  depravity  of  mankind ;  for  it 
muft  be  very  evidentj  ths^t  the  principle  that  ac- 
^ted  thefe  iinhapp^  people,  both  to  invent,  and 
$o  periift  in  fuch  a  falfehood,  was  this: — they 
bowed,  like  too  many  of  their  richer  brethren^  to 
^he  god  of  this  world  i  to  the  power  of  ^U.  We 
inuft  fuppofe  then)  from  their  very  employment,  of 
the  very  loweil  and  word  educated  of  the  peopiet 
Vho,  from  this  difadvantf^e,  and  the  temptatioin  of 
gam,  were  like  too  many  of  the  lower  cla&  of  all 
nations,  unmindful  of  the  true,  and  greateft  riches. 
They  were  not  affeded  even  by  a  mracki  by  a 
miracle  that  rendered  them  as  dead  mm  vn$hfiM. 
They  were  fo  blinded  by  fnjudia^  and  over-ruled 
by  the  dclire  oije^jb  gain%  that  they  fdt  no  way$ 
concerned  in  thefe  af&irs,  but  turned  the  truth, 
which  might  have  proved  their  everlafting  glory, 
into  a  lie,  that  helped  to  make  them  two^fi[>ld  jenore 
the  children  of  their  father,  the  devil,  than  they 
were  before.  Great,  doubtlefs,  was  their  jfo  .*  but 
inftead  of  flattering  ourfelves  that  we  ihould  oever 
have  been  guilty  of  fuch  foul  mifcondnA ;  inftcad 
of  loading  them  with  bitter  reproaches;  let  us  build 
up  our  faith  uf>on  their  very  error ;  let  the  ndhocCs 
ofibeir  tranfgreflipni  excite  us  to  this  profitable  mp^ 
ditation. 

Gracious  God  1    What  a  iinful,  haidcnodj  ua- 
gratefuU  wretched  (reature  u  man^  'till  h^  expc* 

rieiures 
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Hqictcs  the  regeneratmg  influence  of  the  Spirit^  qj 
tnith^  ah<2  life  upon  Hi$  heart !  ^till  h4  p^^s  to  le^ 
hlittfetf  ih  the  tinie  colours  of  his  fallen  uate.  and 
•till  ne  ftrives  by  the  fame  good  fpirit  tp^w^  hinw 
fclf  a  new  Creature^  by  an  qqiform  courfe  of^reperitr 
aftce,  4nd  amendment !  'Till,  then,  ^eareliaHl^ 
to  eveiy  error  we  condemn  in  oib'efs:  'till  tbii 
dcai^e  takes  place^  peoplb  are  ignorant  thp,!;  th^y 
are  under  the  dominion  of  iin^  and  in  danger  pf 
pen(hing  \  and  while  in  this  Hate  of  darlcifef^j^  W|^9 
tbe  tragedy  to  be  repeated  now,  we  fhoirid  take  th^ 
Bime  unfeeling  p)art  init^  as  juftly  branded  the  Jews 
wifh  infamy^  however  loiid  we  are  i(i  reprol^sttin^ 
the^ols  ahdperfdnal  incKghitie$  bur  Bicilcd  M^l^^^lT 
fuerffed  at  their  hands  !^ 

hu  this  difpofe  us  to  felf-examii^tionj.  and 
guard  us  from  incurring  equal  guilt ;  for  it  is  ^ 
truth  we  cannot  too  much  cheriihj  that  if  we  pa& 
our  lives  as  if  there  is  no  account  hereafter  to  be 
given ;  as  if  it  be  indifferetit  what  we  do^  fo  Ciri^ 
has  iied,  and  is  rifen  again,  and  that  it  is  ehougK  wc 
were  notpeffonaHy  aflifting,  or  confenting  to  his  (uf-^ 
ferings.  If  we  indulge  a  fuppolition»  that  thefii 
cutwant  afts  of  our  Ptedeemer's  righteoufnefs  ex- 
clude the  neceAity  of  an  uniform  Chriftian  life,  ami 
that  the  refrefhing  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs^. 
are  needlefs  to  be  feU  upon  our  foulsj.  and  to  be 
vifible  in  our  aSions*  If  we  build  hope  that  fincq 
by  the  (acrifice  of  himfelf^  and  becaufe  all  pow^r  is 
given  him  in  heaven  and  earth,  he.  will  therofo^e 
equally  fave  all  who  call  upon  fais^  namcj  wbetheir 
tarelifs^  ot  aSiive  fervaats*     If  we  Wrbour  fucii 

L  ,  thoughts 


X46  A   SSRMON   FOR 

thoughts  as  thefe  (my  brethren}  which  confeqjientl/ 
produce  z  vtry  Sfferpit  life  from  what  the  Cofpd 
orders,  we  do  efFcdlually  denjr  the  mod  effcntial 
teftimohy  of  oiir  Savior's  refurredlion,  and  the 
living  proofs  that  God  requires  of  our  wm :  for 
this  is  the  argument  held  out  by  the  Apoftle,  Rora. 
vi,  3.  Know  ye  not  that  Jo  many  of  us  as  were  baptized 
into  Jefus  Cbrift,  (that  is,  that  have  been  initiated 
into  his  church  by  virtue  of  his  (acrament  of  bap- 
tifm)  were  baptifed  into  bis  death  (or  are  dead  to  fin) 
in  other  words,  have  vowed  to  forfake  fin;  there- 
fore Uke  as  Cbrift  was  raifed  up  from  the  dead  hj 
the  gkry  of  the  Father  ,  even  Jo  we  alfi  Jbould  walk  in 
newnefs  of  Ufe^  And  in  proof  of  the  neceffity  of 
this  renewal  of*  our  nature^  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  ftudy  often,  the  reafoning  of  this  whole 
chapter.  For  this  is  the  teft  required.  If  ye  then  he 
rifen  with  Chrift^  Jeek  the  things  which  are  dbwe^  vAert 
Chrijt  fitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  Jet  your  affeSiions 
en  things  above ^  not  on  things  on  the  earth.  For  ye  ore 
dead^  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God.    Col.  iii* 

It  is  now  time  we  fhould' attend  to  that  laft  con- 
fideration  which  the  text  fuggefts  to  us,  as  the 
jnoft  important  article,  to  be  enforced  of  any ;  but 
this  I  need  not  dwell  upon,  as  by  an  uniform  regard 
to  the  neceffity  of  the  change^  it  was  intended  to 
cfFeft,  we  fhall  become  wife  unto  'lalvation,  and 
our  end  will  be  everlafting  life,  h 

This  then  is  the  principal  defign  of  the  doArinc 
of  the  rcfurrcAion;  to  excite  us  to  the  prafticcof 
genuine  piety,  that  we  maly  joy  in  the  profpcfl:  of 
the  rcfurrcdion  of  our  Wics  at  the  laft  day? 


nW  tlM  when  Cbrift  our  UfefiaU  appealr^  w^  may  tbm 
alfo  appear  mfb  Him  in  glory.  And  as  it  behoved  drift 
to  rife  again  the  third  day^  to  eftablifh  this  hope  in  us^ 
fodoth  it  behove  us^  to  Uve  according  to  it»  that 
being  made  free  from  fin  (having  obtained  the  pro* 
mifed  power  to  fubdue  its  growth)  we  Ihould  U^ 
come  the  Jervants  of  righteoujnefi ;  and  as  we  have 
heretofore  yielded  our  members  fervants  to  undeamtefs  and 
to  iniquity^  fo  noWj  we  fhouldj  by  repentance,  ^nd  faith 
in  this  plentiful  Tcdtmption,  yield  them fervantj  to  tnii 
boHnefs. 

And  in  like  manner  as  our  Blefied  Lord  adduced 
God's  own  proof  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul^ 
by  (aying  to  his  people  of  old,  by  his  fervant: 
Molesj  I  Jim  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  livingt 
fo  we  ihould  apply  our  Savior's  own  words  as  to 
our  fpiritual  life,  while  in  the  body^  and  fay,  moft 
truly^  you  err,  not  knowing  thefcriptures,  to  all  who  are 
ib  dead  to  the  fpirit  of  the  GofpeU  as  to  imagine^ 
that  without  conforming  to  the  image  and  example 
of  our  divine  Teacher^  they  can  have  any  fhare  in 
the  refurredtioii  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
.  Let  ypur  conftant.  endeavor^  therefore^  XKf  bre<«' 
thren,  be  to  diredi  your  lives  by  the  rules  our  Lord 
has  dehvered  for  that  purpofe,  both  in  his  own 
doftrine,  and  that  of  his  Apoftlesj  infpired  by  his 
Holy  Spirit  to  fupportj  and  fpread  the  power  of 
that  doctrine  among  all  nations.  Profligate  per* 
fonsj  like  perfons  in  danger  of  drowning,  are  eager 
tocatchatanypoflible  hope  of  fafety,  and  thus  the 
iQthpr  of  fin  encourages  his  fervants  to  venture 
&Ul  lengths,  *till  there  is  no  poflibility  of  their 

L  2  efcape« 
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«fcap«.  It  is  for  the  iotorcll  of  his  Wingi^itu  thA 
men  fhould  miffake  the  truth  t  and  thf  ct^  of  aU 
fitch  is  ftrongly  pi(5!urcd  by  the  Apc^k,  2  TbelT. 

^iaya  he)  io^  /&  t^^ibf  n^i^.  /i?//</ifs  mil  Uf,  ufM  be  ir 
iaken.  dui^f  tk^  P^,  a»4  Atnjh^  th^t  wi(M  one  it 
nvialed  whom  tki  I^djh^ll  cmf&me  wffk  fbejpirif  if 
Ms  mmh,  ^Kd  fioaUr  d^oy  wlb  the  brightmfs  of  bh 
oomingi  even  him  'oobofi  cotmg  is  after  ike  'otmting  (f 
SmtM^  with  all  power ^  andfiff^y  and  lying  x^opderj^  and 

with  all D'ECtlT TV LS ESS  OF  UNRIGHTEOUSNESS  in/iWI 

that  perijby  iecaqfit  thejf  received  n^  the  love  ef  the  nuth, 
but  bad  pleafure  in  tsngodlimfs.  And  he  conclude 
iwith  the  alarming  vifitatlon  I  have  aU  along  been 
vjirning  yoa  to  avoid,  fand  for  this  can fe J  that  as 
they  ddight  in  iin»  God  flsall fend  them  aM^  d^^ 
fionihat  theyfhonld believe  a,  lie^  You  cannot. ^il. to 
fte  clearly^  my  brethren^  that  this  deluiion  is  « 
pift^mefa  to  thofc>  who  continuein  pcrvcrfc  wicked- 
nefs^  hopmg,  (moft  profapely>)that  grace  mayaioHnd 
in  ^free  fordon,  notwithftanding  their  vfilfidprofuo^ 
oations.  But  let  m^  my  friends^  take  courage  from 
the  Apoftk^s  concluiive  exhortation :  Qontfort yoier 
heoru^  and  ftabti/b yonrfehes,  in  evmjgood  word  and 
work  ly  faith  and  trufi  in  God  the  Power ,  through  eun 
Lord  Jeftis  Chrijl.  Rely  on  God*s  own  word,  tb0t* 
there  is  no  peace  to  the  wieied,  hui  th^  they  are  like, 
the  troubled fia  that  camot  reji^  but  which  .eaftetb  s^ 
mire  and  dirt  %  that  is^  their  confcience  is  continually: 
alarming  them  with  the  rcmembraince  of  their  evil 
deedsy  and  points  out  to  them  the  terror  that  awaits 
them  in  a  futurcftate*    And  bad  as  this  is»  wjieie  it 


Vk'fwt  the  citfe^  thtit  hit  h  ItlU  moi%  ddTpiH^te,  for 
if  the  confcience  hjiar^,  thett  Utdo  grdit  ittfiMI 
jt6  fear,  either  that  they  hrt  MrhoUy  uAkwaketled  aihl 
iincOhVcrted,  or  that  their  cJay  of  grace  is  ^ityf ,  anl 
that  /i^  tfnr  h^^^/r.  On  the  ccmtrary;  tb^m^y  ^ 
Ar  A^pfff  J/  «Ri»  /J  /rtf rif «  l^tty  theii>  liftd  (Irite  ttK^ft 
ekfnclHy,  itiy  brethren,  to  acquaitit  ybuffidves  WIiIl 
God,  and  to  be  at  peace,  fyt  thttt  UteHdeth  evei^ 
inan  that  worketh  good.  Depend  upon  the  wd)4 
^  ohe,  whofe  eternal  iifterelt  nefts  oA  Hot-  deahkll 
you,  that  i  cburfe  of  worldly  VaflU^i  (Irfyl  plealifft!^ 
And  difregard  HX  thtpmfgr  of  reli)(bh  on  the  heaf^ 
will  *j:»rodiiee  nothing  but  feffUxitj^  ibuity  and  4 
Jiatfiil  hokhi^  fir  wbui  mnft  ime  l^trHifMr  $.  Whereas^ 
4ft  linitbrm  life  df  ierriptrmte^,  fAtrniJs,  and  tb^JHty^ 
't  fincert  obedience  to  God's  crfrtimands,  in  whicll 
tonfills'  the  true  btdu^  of  Minefii  ttA  an  humfaft 
tnift  in  hii  mercy,  through  Chrift,  to  panlofi  the 
'weaknel^  arid  iniperfediotw  of  the  y6fy  beft  exer^ 
6ons,  i$  whit  will  brir>g  yefu  the  tni<3t  peice  «t 
the  laft. 

Chf  ift  indeed  is  tljAifrvfii  thi  dead,-  whether  Aieft 
will  apply  the  benefits '  of  it,  by  huinWe  earneft 
prayer  for  them,  or  concinui  to  live  in  darknel^i 
andf  He  h  as  truly  hcv^i  tie  firft  frmn  ^  ibAn  tViit 
flept,  and  finally  (hall  return  to  (hew  theconcluftvc 
power  of  his  tKumph,  whether  men  will  believe  it 
ot  not,  fiut  nocwithftanding  all  this,  it  i^  as  much 
vk  cfat  foufs  are  wofth,  to  reflbft,  that  by  our 
wicBicf  purfuits  we  very  much  hindfer  the  ciFefts 
vRic^  ^eft  truths  jp-e-  intended  p6  ^irwfhice  on  aU 

h  3  >vha 
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who  hear  them.  For  though  we  do  hot  endeavor 
to  perfuade  men  in  ppfitive  terms^  chat  Chrill  i%mt. 
!rifen>  »nd  that  they  need  not  fear  the  cmfequinu  of 
their  own  refurredion,  yet  we  do  it  by  a  much 
Uronger  evidence,  if  we  (hew  it  in  ouraSms.  Wc 
certainly  declare  ot^r  unbelief  by  our.  evil  lives, 
fince  in  proportion  as  wc  Uye  in  downright  contra- 
didion  to  that  fpirit  which  aiferts  that  Cbrifi  came  i9 
difiriFf  fin  in  the  body^  we  deny  both  the  truth  and 
power  of  his  refurredHon.  For  if  we  poffefe  no 
inward  principle  to  prevent  our  living  in  fin;  if  it 
jft  not  abfolutely  neceflary  that  we  (houkl  in  due 
meafure  crucify  the  finful  lulls  and  affedions  of 
|the  flefti  5  then,  neither  will  Chrift's  rcfurredion  or 
pur  own,  be  of  any  eflent^l  value  to  us,  but  the 
fonirary^  becaufe  in  fuchacafe,  we  fhall  only  rife 
again  to  candemtation,  unlefs  it  can  be  (hewn  (which 
even  the  folly  ai}d  madnels  of  fin  will  not  attempt 
to  prove)  tha,t  God  will  ^ualfy  blefsthe  refurredion 
of  the  godly,  and  unrighteous,  and  receive. the 
loiter,  as  though  they  had  paflfcd  their  day  of  trial 
in  the  exercife  of  boUnefi^^  If  it  is^, '  there  can  be 
po  fenfe  or  meaning,  in  fVell  done  good  and  faithful 
Jervant.  I  I'epeatj  my  brethren,  not  even  the  folly 
^d  madnefs  of  vice,  will  dare  to  defend  fo  grof; 
a  falfehood. 

May  God  prcferve  us  from  harbouring  any  fuch 
unchriflian,  and  dangerous  notions ;  and  fo  fill  us 
with  the  grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may 
Jcnow,  and  feel  the  truth,  and  pradice  it  in  th^ 
pufity  Chrift  hath  taught  it;  for  whofe  merit's 
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fake  alone  we  hop^  for  mercy  at  his  fecond  com* 
ing>  and  aifurance  nm  through  faith  in  the  pro- 
mi&f  znd  uniform  0i^4i^f^  to  bis  ivilL   . 

To  whom  with  th^  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
be  all  the  pnife  and  pow^r^  for  ever  and  ever* 
Amen. 
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Psalm  iKvtii.  iSf 

fHmwrtr§90ie  s^  w  bigh^  4hm  huft  led  fitfthiiy  eap^ 
tiPT^  and  rttemed  gsjis  fw  men  t  yea  even  fi¥ 
tbme  enemiij,  that  the  iMd  <hd  ff^i^^t.  df^eti 
emmg  tkimt 


•i 


r-f^SE  wordi  aiie  tttk^  froifi  oiui  of.  the  .piit» 
<;M)iir  Fblni«  appoijitod  hj  fht  Church  for  the 
(fryif^ft  iff  WHitfiwdiiy  i.  bat  the  htftiuy  and  mim^ 
fi|l(MM .  buSnAfs  (if  tliat  day  ibfting  fo  clo&Iy  con^p 
ap^td  widlk  thit  g)oiiDus  ciicnmftaiiGe  we  are  now 
Met  |e  tal^brate^  i  hairf^  judged  the  text  peoiUariy 
Ifipl^c^e  |o  4irA  Qccafiotis.  St  will  certadnly 
jllRpgnd  itbundfwi:  natfier  of  inftracSion,  if  v^  enter 
^^  W*9  ^ni^nalion^af  dieft  unsicfiiqg  wonib^ 
il^d  fiw^l;  with  iiiiAOtej  and  docatteatun  upon  th^ 

jfcM  tfiiwi^  aver  bis  eiiemiss»  fiich  {nighty  pcwer 
Sift  tMSneftta.  havit  bpen  deriuod  to  al|»  w^  tralf 
ipft  ia  hia  aioft  holy  Naniet 

aEbrhkiiU'<iiefiii»chen»  ^mrljQtdl^tlktnd^ 
ViVtt  ^loiy^  cpinpletef  (1)^  ghaiivo^  iwndnua  cisi, 


154  *        ^  SERMON  FOR 

cumftances  which  attended  His  perfonal  office  upon 
earth.  In  the  annunciation  of  hisfoein^  to  come  in 
ihefiijb^  He  is  honored  by  the  proclamation  of  an 
JbigH^  with  the  title  of  the  Son  of  God.  At  the 
flated  period  of  his  entering  this  world  of  forrow, 
the  fame  Heavenly  Embally  is  commiflioned  to 
promife  peace  en  earthy  and  good  will  towards  men,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus. ^  The  hiftdry  of  his  Hfe,  fup« 
plies  abundant  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  title» 
and  the  eiFefts  of  his  fowtr^  He  is  declared  by  a 
voice  from  Heaven^  to  be  God's  beloved  Son  in  njobom 
Ik  is  well  flea/id.  Prom  his  youth  to  his  entering 
upon  his  public  minKlry,  He  increafed  in  wffdom 
emd  in  favor  with  G^d  md  ^tm*  The  adi  ve.  fcencs  of 
his  fojouming  below^  were  continually  marked 
Vfith  doing  good^  in  marvellous  exertions  of  divine 
power,  and  mercy.  By  his  deati^  he  fealed  to  us 
the  benefits  defigned  by  God,  for  fallen  creatures^ 
before  the  world  was  made«  Even  in  torments,  he 
prayed  for  his  murderers  \  by  his  reJwrreSion^  he 
llrengthened  the  hope  of  his  fuffering  followe)^,  fe 
as  to  render  their  crofs  light,  and  even  phafiM  ta 
them»  And  bere^  in  his  ascension,  he  dill  added 
vigor  to  their  faith;  fmce  according  to  his  own 
former  promife,  he  gave  his  Apoftles,  not  only 
fqfitivi  evidence  of/eeing  him  afcend  up  on  high,  but 
he  fanAified  it  by  this  conduiive  teitimony,  in  the 
miiaculous  appearance  of  part  of  the  heavenly  hoft^ 
who  afliired  his  wondering,  and  lamenting  friends, 
that  the  fame  Jejus  which  was  taken  from  thini  int§ 
Jieaven^  Jb9M/0.  cmne  again,  in  Ski  manner  as  they /aw 

him  g$  into  Huwn.  ^ 

The 
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The  Pfalm  from  whence  this  text  it  taketij  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  compofed  iipon  the  joyful 
occaiion  of  removing  the  ark  of  God  to  Mount 
Sion.  The  account  of  this  you  have  at  large  in 
2  Sam.  ch.  vi ;  as  alfo  in  the  1  Chrpn.  ch.  xir« 
There  can  be  no  doubts  but  Davidj  under  this  figure, 
of  the  ark's  afcent,  prophetically  defcribes  the  exalu 
ation  of  Chrift  the  Meffiah  as  on  this  day ;  who  was 
the  migbiy  power  md  glory  of  God,  in  the  fiiUeft  fenlc 
that  can  be  rcprefentedt  In  the  very  firft  verfe  of 
the  Ffalmj  the  Royal  Prophet  foretels  Chri(t!s 
going  up  on  high/  and  the  triumph  of  his  viSorjr 
over  iin  and  death.  Let  God  arife,  and  let  bis  enemies 
ic/eattered;  let  tbem  alfo  that  bate  bimflee  before  Ji^im. 
And  St.  Paul  likewife^  conlidering  the  words  of  the 
text  in  a  figurative  light,  has  applied  them  ex^ 
prefsly  to  our  Blefled  Savior^  in  £ph.  iv.  Z.  where  • 
he  attributes  every  degree  of  grace  experienced  bf 
all  ChriftianSf  as  the  happy  effefls  of  Chrift's  alcea* 
iion^  Ffir  (fays  he)  tmto  every  one  ejus  is  p^n  graot^ 
eucordmg  to  the  meafure  of  tbe  gift  of  Cbri/f  i  wbertfom 
befaitb,  wben  be  cfiended  up  on  bi^b,  be  led  eaptivitf 
eoptive,  and  gave  gifts  to  men. 

The  ark  of  God,  in  a  literal  fenfe^  was  that  holy 
cheft,  wherein  were  kept  the  two  tables  of  fion^ 
on  which  were  written  the  ten  commandments  s 
Aaron's  miraculous  rod ;  and  the  pot  of  manna ; 
as  a  teftimony  for  ever  to  the  people  of  Ifrael,  of 
God's  power,  and  prefcnce  with  them.  This  ark 
was  covered  with  pure  gold ;  at  the  ends  of  it  were 
fixed  figures  of  the  cherubims,  of  the  fame  metal» 
(hefe  extending  their  wings  over  it,  feemed  to  form 

a  throne 
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<a  thtoric  ftjr  Ihenrajefty  of  GtKJ,  and  wKicli  by  way 
«f  diftin£lion,  Svas  cat! ted  the  lirtircv-siEAT.  JWr 
4lfe  ivas  tonii^ered  ^s  a  rttnzr^dilAt  jUguri  of  Chrift^ 
ISbr  it  being  likcwife  called  the  Pko^itlAToay,  the 
Apoft-Ie  alludes  to  this  iignificatioll  6f  it  in  Ron), 
lil.  '±5»  ^ere  he  tcrnw  Cbriji  tmr  Propifktimjet  farlb 
l^^iJ,  tt^CH^b  frith  in  bis  hlwd^  to  dedare  his  righ^ 
^e^bfitefs  for  the  rmtfion  tf  fins  that  gure  fajt^  thr^it^ 
¥he  fori^earanee  vfK^od.  Thui'Chrift  w  feprdfthted 
^wA^r  the  above  figur^^  as  ihterpdSng,  ind  mtdiac- 
lug  fbr  u^^  bitWeen  God  out  Jud^»  and  the  law, 
by  wfaidi  we  (land  condemned^  and  accUrftd.  And 
tfi  this  fenfe,  fas  a  latt  pious  and  fttoft  Yalil^ble 
fwpftlate  df  otir  own  church  cxpreffts  it,  in  liis  evattge- 
fiea!  ttwtttcHtarjr  on  this  vtry  paffltge,)  *'  Chrrft  is 
-«  th<5  uri^  <rk,  on  wfrich  the  gJoty  litftcd,  vHho  /rr^ 
^Jifliaffy  afcended  up  to  ttie  higheft  heaven,  kd 
•■  feapttvity  captive^  by  triitniphing  over  his  coht 
^  quefed  enemies,  and  fatving  received  gifts  ^rom 
'•»  Ms  htavm!y  Father,  as  the  fruits  of  hi$  viftoty, 
^  gttvt  them  Unto  men,  a«  was  int)ff  cohducirc  to 
f*  the  cRaWifhhicfit  of  his  Church,  th^t  the  Lord 
*'  God  might  dwell  among  them/* 

tVt  yit'Al  ncM  proceed  to  confider  lUtt  words  of 
Hki  teJtt  ift  a  tnortdifUn^,  and  citfer  meaniltig,  that 
. Ji,  as  they  may  be  applied  to  the  cafe  6f  h^SviduafS^ 
|k)  tefl,  than  to  Whok  todies  of  Chrrftians,  from 
which  endeavor,  I  hope  to  eftabliih  both  you  that 
-IWaf  rte,  and  myfelf,  in  the  needful  confolation 
tfWy  are  calculated  to  convey,  to  every  one  in  thi3 
flate  of  pilgrimajgc  upon  earth.  To  this  end,  then, 
f  IhjilJ  divide  th6  text  into  fcpanat^  heads,  and 

cnlar^ 


cnUfg^c  URcai.thc  CTsuigcricd  foofc^  t^at  Cjid\  of 
them  coataiASt  fo .  a$  tx>  affwd  u&  aU  Uie.  fpkityal 
iuftjrv(<fiioix  thfit  can  h^  dtriyj^  from  fuch>  a  ftq4y« 
Thi^  Villi  form  the  fubj^  ofmy  jSr;^  difqourfe  j  ai^l 
in  tb^jSv^m^  I  ihall  ti^eat  the  worda  as  they  mora 
p^rtiGuJarly  !€%  to  the  immediate  dcjfcent  of  thQ 
Holy  Ghoft  upon  the  Apoftle9  Qii  the  day  oC 
Peitt^qoiU  (h«  mif^culouft  pow^s  conferf^^  ^p/om 
itiem  at  tJiAt  tiQKU  and  the  fqtiip?  beqcifits  iippliect 
ui  tbc  j^omifq .  of  fending,  the  Comforter  unta 
th^m.  Thi^  will  i»Qre.  properly  fiipply  wftruiftiort 
for  tbq  Siipdw  foUowing. 
Thq  tcj^  coi^fta  qf  five  feparate^  raiit(tnQe%  eacli. 

of  th«m  dcQlariAg  a  circumfta»w;^  moft  higWy  yiQtn 

t)^  our  attenaooi  fir»c«  in  th*  cqraple^ipn  of  thcw 
all,  vie  havf  th«  gfeateA  in^eieft  both  Qpw^  aad  t« 
all.ete^nity* 

Firft ;  /^ofi  ^/  (ifi[in4«d^  or  |^M«f  irj^  ^n  %|r.  Hero, 
the  Chriftian  is  provided  with  the  moA  hleiled,  ami 
needful  aflUrsmce  that  hi$  heart  can  wi(h»  that  ba» 
in  \irhom  he  trufteth^  vrill  he  his  fufff  Ditiverfr. 
Under  alLthfidoubts>  and.  wav^riqg^  .§f  hi4  fiutl^  to 
vhich  a  weak  coni^upted  nature  ia  expofedb  th* 
principlea  of  hia  holy  pro&ifioa  remipd  hin^  qoih* 
tiniiaily»  of  ^  itfmji<m  of  hi^  Rtdceiper  mt» 
Hfeaveii.  Thatt>  O  WcflGW  Jefta,.  dfth  he  fecrctly 
exclaim^  (under  evciy  inifgiviog.  of  the  b^maa 
heaff)  Titotf  an  qfcmded  ¥p  m  high !  When  we  aro 
apt  to  faint  at.the.  alarming  review  of  our  manifold 
infinaMies^.  aidL  great  unwoxthioefs  s  thefe  worda 
fenikid  iia  to  confider  well,  .the  Pw$qk  wha  i« 
(MM^before^  to  prepare  a  place  for  all  who  love 

2  hims 
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lliin ;  that  it  is  no  lefs,  than  He  who  kfl  the  glories 
0f  Heaven,  and  defimdedfirft  into  the  lower  parts  of  the 
worth ,  who  is  again  afcended  from  the  grave,  to  fet  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high ;  from  whence 
he  came,  merely  for  the  gracious  purpofe  of  perform* 
ing  fuch  a  work  of  mercy,  as  fhould  have  virtue  to 
draw  all  men  unto  him.  Thither  is  he  gone,  that  he 
might  fulfil  all  things  that  arejpoken  of  him^  by  the 
Prophets,  and  in  the  Pfalmsi  to  cheer  our  drooping 
lpirits,and  warm  our  fouls  with  this  afTurance,  thatt^ 
IBm  is  pven  aU power  in  Heaven  and  Earth.  Let  us  not 
defpmd,  then,  my  brethren ;  let  not  the  itioft  cruel 
or  artful  terrors  of  the  foe  difmay  us ;  however 
dark  the  night  of  our  mind,  may  fometimes  provCi 
in  this  wildemefs  of  trial,  which  when  permitted^ 
may  truly  be  termed  a  darknejs  thai  may  he  felt ;  that 
is,  whenever  we  feem  to  fail  of  Divine  fupport, 
when  we  even  fo  &r  fall  from  grace,  as  to  have  no 
better  comfort,  than  the  perifhing  fatisfadion  that 
the  creature  can  afford  us,  (and  upon  which,  who- 
ever  leans,  they  will  truly  find  it  a  brittle  reed) ;  even 
$lkn,  let  us  refled,  that  Chrifi  oar  Pajfaver  is  Jacri* 
feed  for  us,  that  He  is  afcended,  and  thus,  though 
forrow  may  endure  for  a  Jiight^  though  we  may  be 
allowed  to  wander  hopelefs,  and  helple(s  for  a  fea« 
foni  yet  let  us  confole  ourfelves,  that  this  may  be 
defigned  in  mercy,  to  wean  us  from  all  dependance 
upon  ourfelves,  or  any  earthly  power,  and  to  lead  us 
to  look  up  to  Him,  who  alone  hath  the  gift  of  life : 
thus  joy  will  return  again,  as  in  the  morning  of 
Kffefluneat  ijrom  the  dreary  vifions  of  the  n%ht  % 

vhen 
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uphen  we  ftedfafUy  look  up«  and  build  alone  upoa 
our  Savior's  love  and  power  united. 

It  is  true^  our  bitter  and  fpiritual  enemy,  is  ever 
ready  to  fcare,  and  hinder  us  from  dwelling  on  fo 
rich  a  profped.  He  is  bufy  in  repreienting  to 
many,  tbai  tbey  foall  not  die  eternally,  although  they 
live  r^rdlefs  of  the  conditions  of  their  peaces 
(viz.  the  trials  of  the  fpirit  working  by  love^;  or 
when  they  are  far  advanced  in  his  deftru^Uve  fnares^ 
and  begin  moft  juftly  to  fear  the  confequence,  he 
would  then  perfuade  them  they  are  made  for  nought 
but  this  life, — that  they  (hall  perifti  like  the  beafts^ 
and  thereby  beguiles  them  to  continue  in  gratifying 
the  defires  of  fin  for  a  feafon,  while  they  have  the 
power  of  indulging  their  ruinous  appetites.  And 
indeed,  when  we  ferioufly  contemplate  our  own 
wretchednefs,  and  total  infufficiency  of  ourfelves^ 
for  any  thing  that  is  good,  we  can  hardly  dare  to 
think  of  fharing  hemjenfy  hlifs.  We  can  but  con- 
clude, that  we  have  already  received  far  more  than 
we  deje^-ve,  fo  grofsly  have  we  all  abufed  the  talents 
and  bleflings  beftowed  upon  us.  Yet  He  who 
knoweth  whereof  we  afe  made,  who  remembercth 
that  we  are  but  dud,  in  tender  pity,  coufidereth 
our  forlorn  condition,  and  when  we  are  almoft 
ready  to  fall  a  viftim  to  the  treachery  and  power 
of  the  tempter,  working  on  our  confcious  appre- 
benfions,  he  then  fuggefts  this  second  powerful 
encouragement  to  lift  up  our  heads,  and  hearts, 
contained  in  thcfe  reviving  words:  he  has  hi,o 
eAPTiviTv  CAPTIVE,  that  is,  he  has  fubdued  him, 
who  was  wont  to  lead  weak,  (inful  mortals,  caftm 

0t 
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m  bis  fv£L    ^iim,  bath  Chfift  modi  kpthe,  urtw 

-were  the  authore  of  the  moft  deplorable  captivit)^^ 

tven  the  flavery  of  fin,  and  the  wages  of  it^  tvhich 

ia  duitk^    Herb  then,   is  the  trembling  Itnner't 

hope>  a  hope  fiill  of  confohtion  to  the  weakeft,  and 

moft  heavy  laden*    ^biU  tk^  cmpienf  is  CMfHereJf, 

ibat  thefitimg  me  is  tatmd,  '^  that  hunKin  nature  is 

^  redeemed  from  the  grave,  and  that  Chrift  has 

^  triumphantly  carried  it  (by  his  afceniion)  with 

*^  him  to  the  throne  of  God;"  there  is  He  become 

eur  great  High  Prieft»  and  as  he  can  be  touched 

^ith  the  feeling  43i  our  infirmities,  and  was  in  all 

points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fin, 

therefore  doth  he  compaflionate  our  forrows  and 

trials,  and  continually  maketh  interceflion  for  us; 

and  if  we  foil  not  to  call  ujpon  his  name,  to  im-^ 

plore  him  to  help  our  unbelief,  and  to  flrength^ 

our  truft  in  him,  ihin  Jaing  this  fame  Neffid  yejks'  if 

faffed  ini»  the  Hwuert,  and  that  no  lejs  than  the  Sort  of 

>  God  biwifelf  is  now  our  advocate  and  mediator^  we  nutf 

ioldiy  come  wu$  the  tbroHe  of  grace,  and  expeSt  to  obsain 

mercy  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.    Thefe,  my 

brethren,  are  the^wbrds  of  truth,  the  inf^ired  lan« 

guage  of  one  converted  from  a  perfecutdr  of  tHe 

Blefled  Jefus,   to  be  an  efpeeial  apJHe  of  Chrifl's 

church  among  the  Gentiles ;  and  the  affurance  of 

their  validity  becomes  flill  flronger,  from  this  con- 

fideration;  that  thirdly;    christ   has   receivfo 

GIFTS  FOR  MEN.     The  Chriftkn,  therefore,  has  no 

longer  anyjuft  caufe  to  fear;  fince  howevet  pow^ 

erfiil  the  united  afiaults  of  the  DevH,  the  Jf^ortiF, 

and  the  Fkjb^  the  friend  of  mankind  is  in  pofieffioii 

of 
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of  the  lievfr  failing  Tiieans  of  theirdel!verancei  He 
.bath  received  gifts  for  men.  From  the  moment  that 
he  paid  the  ranfom  pn  the  crofs,  and  that  thefe 
healing  words  efcaped  him,  if  is  finished  j  the 
power  of  univerfaJ  redemption  was  configned  to 
him  as  his  righlJ  What  the  Lamb  of  God  effeftcd 
.by  his  being  flain  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
according  to  God's  different  difpenfarions  or  deaU 
ings  with  his .  creatures^  before  the  Chrift's  ailual 
appearance  upon  earth,  was  mw  vifibly  diiplayed, 
in  a  far  more  glorious  manner  by  the  light  of  the 
Opfpe)^  ^hd  the  .eftablifhmcnt  of  the  Chriftian 
faith  tlirodghout  all  the  earth.  Oldihings  were  done 
nwaji;  the  (hadow  of  things  to  come  was  nececcf- 
iarily  faperfeded,  by  the  fubftancc  of  tne  things 
thanfel  ves,  what  man  of  himfclf  could  not  do  th  rough 
tbe  law,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  thefiefh^  God  fend  - 
mg  bis  4fwn  Son  in  tbe  likenefs  of  ftnftd  fUfb^  and  by  a 
facrifice  for  fin,  condemned  fin  in  tbefiefh  that  neverthelefs 
the  taw  heing  good,  the  righteoufnefs  of  it  might  be  fuU 
filed  in  tho/e  who  walk  not  after  the  flefb  but  after  the 
jjfirU.  This  then  was  the  eflcntial  gift  that  Chrift 
received  at  the  hands  of  his  Father  for  us,  the 
gift  of  the  fpirit ;  not  only  thofe  preter-natural 
powers  which  conftitute  the  outzvard  miracles,  and 
which  relate  (as  before  obferved)  to  the  works  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  on  Whitfunday:  but  the  inward 
gift  of  graee,  or  divine  help,  chat  fpiritual  affiftance 
To  needful  to  every  Chriftian,  to  render  him  meet 
to  be  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  light. 

And  tha(  people  ihould  not  be  carried  away  with 
My  ^nthufiaftic,  or  dangerous  notions  of  God's 
oianner  of  dealing  with  his  creatures,   in  confer 
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quence  of  the  efEcacious  intcrccflion  of  their  Mc- 
.  diator,  he  aflures  us  further »  by  his  Apoftle,  that 
even  this  indifpenfable  gift  of  the  renewal  of  their 
minds,  was  conveyed  through  the  natural  opera* 
tion  or .  inllrunnent  of  other  gifts,  which  may  be 
properly  termed  the  means  of  grace.     For  wc  read 
in  the  ch^^er  which  fo  immediately  relates  to  the 
fubjed  of  my  Text  in  general,  £ph.  iv.  ir,  ii. 
That  one  happy  confequence  of  Chrift's  afccnfion 
was,  that  he  gafoe  fome  Apoftles,  and  fame  Prophets, 
and/qme  Evangeliftsy  and  fome  Paflors  and  Teachers, 
and  that  to  this*  very  end,  to  the  perfeffing  of  the 
faints  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  for  the  ediff^ 
ing  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  that  is,  the  Church  :  and 
thefe  we  find  to  be  gifts  fo  eilentially  neceflary,  that 
they  were  given  to  men  to  be  employed  by  them  as 
what  would  advance  them  in  the  unity  of  the/aiA, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  rekder  them 
perfect  even  to  the  meafure  of  the  Jiaiure  of  the  fiA» 
nefs  of  Chriji :  and  by  the  way,  my  brethren,  wc 
may  infer  an  argument  from  this  doctrine,  of  the 
neceffity  and  benefit,  of  men  being  content  with  the 
particular  religious  bledings  difpenfed  to  them,  in 
the  churches  or  focieties  in  which  they  have  been 
born,   and  educated.     To  employ  their  refpcdiA'c 
gifts    and    talents    faithfully,     \h    the    peculiar 
work  of  the  miniftry  to  which  they  arc  csdlgd  by 
the  Providence  of  God,  without  oppofing,  depre- 
ciating, or  interfering  with  the  pofitive  office  or 
engagements  of  other  men,  ifrhich  might  tend  to 
flir  up  ftrife,  jcaloufy,  ai;d  contention,  inftead  of 
prefer ving   the  unity  of  the  ^it  in  the  bond  of 
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fedcei  the  end  for  which  the  manifold  graces  of 
God  are  diftributed  to  his  fervants. 

Thefe  then  being  the  gifts  which  Qirift  has  ob- 
tained for  uSf  and  which  we  muft  confefs  are  viii- 
bly  continued  to  us  (unworthy  as  we  are)  even  to 
this  day ;  the  moil  ignorant  among  you^  my  bre^ 
thren,  muft  be  fenfible  how  highly  it  behoves  tfs, 
not  to  defpife  thefe  gifts,  but  to  make  all  the  ufe 
of  them  in  our  power,  as  iikewife  how  hard  it  will 
be  for  fuch  to  efcape,  and  how  very  heavy  the  con- 
demnation will  fall  on  all  who  negleli  Jo  great  faU 
vation  as  firjt/poken  by  the  Lord,  and  now  confirmed 
by  his  J^cenfion. 

If  the  benefits  which  men  in  general  have  re- 
ceived, in  confequence  of  the  Redeemer's  glorified 
Aate,  muft  be  acknowledged  truly  valuable,  how  ^ 

coniiderably  are  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  the  ■ 

Lord  exalted  by  the  following  expreflions  in  the 
text,  that  FOURTHLY;  He  hath  obtained  fa^or  even 
POR  HIS  ENEMIES.  To  this  blefTed  declaration 
tnany  parts  of  Scripture  witnefs.  It  is  a  dodrine 
of  moft  powerful  fupport,  maintained  by  St.  Paul 
in  moft  of  his  Epiftles,  that  when  we  were  yet  with-^ 
out  firength,  in  due  time  Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly, 
and  hereby  God  commends  his  love  towards  us,  in  that 
while  we  were  yet  Jinners  Chriji  died  for  us,  Rom. 
v.  8.  This  is  afaiihffilfaying,  and  worthy  of  all  ac* 
ceptation  (fays  he  again)  i  Tim.  i.  3.  that  Chrift 
Jejus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners ;  and  he 
adds,  with  the  true  fpirit  of  chriftian  humility, 
felf  abafement,  and  convidlion  of  the  undeferved 
mercy  he.  had  obtained,  of  whom  I  am  the  chief. 
Again  he  proceeds  to  argue  upon  it  in  the  loth 
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vcrfe,  and  to  infer  this  fatisfaiSlory  hope^  that  if 
when  we  were  Jinners  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by 
the  deaib  of  bis  Son,  much  more  being  reconciled,  we 
fhall  befaved  by  bis  life  5  that  is,  if  the  facrificc  was 
accepted  as  a  fuflicient  atonement  for  the  remiflion 
of  fins,  doubtlcfs  we  (hall  be  afliRed  through  the 
pokver  of  his  Rcfurrc(flion,  and  Afcenfion,  by  the 
regenerating  (pint  of  his  grace. 

'  That  the  whole  world  was  in  a  ftate  of  enmity 
with  God,  is  a  truth  that  cannot  be^  difputed^  bc- 
caufe  (the  Jews  excepted)  all  nations  were  defiied 
with  the  moft  grofs  idolatry,  and  lived  in  tHe  in- 
dulgehcc  of  ^IMmpurities.  ^beir  minds  were  alit-- 
natedfrom  God,  in  fbat  tbey  held  ibe  traih  in  un* 
flgbteoufnefs',  and  though  God  had  afforded  qhun- 
dant  probf  of  bis  elerndl  power  and  goweail  by  tkf 
things  that  are  made,  yet  as  thereby  they  ipfiiigqt 
have  known  God,  'and  yet  glorified  him  not  as 
Gbd,  neither  zvere  thankful, "  but  becaVpc  ^vain  in 
their  own  iw agination,  aiid'  ibetr  foolifk  heart  w^j 
ddrkened,  fo  God  left  them  to  tliemfclvcs  ;  and  the 
natural  confequence  was,  thai  they  changed  the  trnih 
into  a  lie,  worffjipptng  the  creature  injleqd  of  tife 
Creator,  became  devoted  [tb  all  uncleannels  an^ 
unnatural  lulls,  and  even  facrificed  tbeir  fons  and 
daughters  unto  devils. 

But  even  while  men  were  fuch  enemies  to  their 
Creator,  who  is  God  bleffed  for  evermore  \  He  vouch- 
fafed  them  gifts,  through  virtue  o^  the  Mediator'^ 
triumph,'  RECONCILIATION,  pARbON,  and  toc 
ineans  of  c6nv€rfion,zxA  ferving  hini  in  righteoui;- 
ncfs  and  true  holihefs,  .  For  in  Afia,  Orccce^  komc^ 
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«na  the  moft  diftanr  parts  of  the  earth,  where 
Satan  ^had  fet  up  his  l^ingdom  with  great  power, 
and  lying  wonders,  he  fpread  abroad  the  invinci- 
ble perfuafio'n  of  the  bleffed  Gofpel,  drawing  to 
the  fiiith  of  liis  eternal  Son  all  fuch  as  were  difpofcd 
to  be  laired,  fen3ing  them  Apoftles,  Teachers,  a(id 
cveVy  Spiritual  inftrument  neceflary  to  pull  d6wn 
the  ftrong  fiolds  of  Belial. 

SoTaFthen,  it  is  very  clear,  that  Chrift  received  . 
gifts  for  hjis  enemies,  in  a  very  extenfive,  and  im.-  . 
portant  fcnfe ;  biit  as  the  tranflation  of  this  mem-  ^ 
bcr'of  the  text  is  delivered  in  our  Bibles,  the  love  , 
and  condticenfion  of  our  Bleffed  Lord  receives  ad^ 
dittonatyhrce  and  con/f^uence,  for  it  is  there  ex- 
preflfed,  yeafot  the  rcbeIlious  aljo-    Now  it  js  a 
manifeit*  ^j^mvatibn  to  add  relellion  to  the  chaiac-. 
tcr  of  an  encniy,  for  this  fuppofcs  the  perfoQgqilty  , 
^\  inpratitme ^  (the  fouled  of  all  the  ftaihs  in  our, 
degenerate  nature),  for  rebellion  argues  au  oppo-   • 
fitioftfofome  lawful  authority,  to  whic^i,  ye  had 
once  con/ented,  and  by  which  we  have  beep  pfot^ff^ 
ed.  This  is  a  diftin<ilion,  therefore,  that  brings  Jthq 
applrcatibn  much  clofcr  to  our  ozvn  cafe^  and  which 
it  may  prdfit  u$  all  very  much  inoll  feribiifly,  smd 
humbly  to  attend  to.  '     .    .  .      . 

Sinners,  under  the  f/&rj/7w»  difpenfalion,  j^^y 
fairly  be  teriffcd  rehehy  in  the  hwhe^t  DSf4Rfifi» 
and'this  is  tlie'miferabie  cafe,  my  tr<?threni  ,wjth 
the  very  befi  of  us.  That  rebellion  is  the .  filling 
up  the'  iiieafure  of  iniquity,  is  ^I^in  froni  the  ex-  . 
prclRve' meatiihg  df  the  worfm  Hebrew,,  "^vivchi  is 
WWm<?^itV>*lftBRNEss;  and  throughout  all  thc 
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facred  volume  we  (hall  find  it  a  thing  mod  hateful 
to  the  Lordj  and  continually  provoking  him  to 
punilh. .  We  muft  confefs  then,  that  there  is  a 
very  eflcntial  difference  between  thofe  who  arc 
enemies  to  God  through  the  depravity  of  human 
nature  fingly,  that  i$  the  effedl  of  mginalJiHi  and 
thofe  who  tranfgrefs  the  clear  light,  and  po(itiv6 
precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  who  in  a  manner  trampk 
wider  foot  the  Son  of  Go4»  and  put  tbeir  Savior  to  an  opm 
Jhamep  Fpr  the  latter^  revolt  from  an  obligationi 
that  is^  as  it  wcre^  written  in  t\it  heart,  ^nd  placed 
before  their  eyes ;  tbefe^  are  the  rebellious  in  a  woe^ 
Jnljenje  indeed,  and  how  muft  conference  rife  againft 
us  all,  and  rank  us  in  the  ungrateful  lift  !  Grievous 
as  is  the  truth,  alarming  as  the  reflexion  muft  be, 
to  every  thoughtful  perfon,  yet  have  we  deep  caufc 
for  humiliation  on  this  account;  and  but  for  the 
joy  that  revifits  us,  whenever  we  conftder  the  pre- 
cious proniifes  obtained  for  us  in  confcquencc  of 
Chfift's  Jfcefifion,  we  ftiould  inevitably  link  under 
the  weight  of  our  in6rmities : .  But  for  our  comforti 
it  is  declared  that  he  hath  received  gifts  for  the  r<W- 
lious  ALSO,  that  is,  even  for  the  worfi  of  fibers!  0 
ho^y  ftiould  this  exalt  our  praife,  and  fpur  us  to 
obedience. 

But  in  th^  very  interefting  application  of  this 
part  of  thp  text,  it  feems  highly  necefl^ry  we  ftiould 
now  inquire  what  peculiar  gifts,  our  Plcflcd 
Mafter  has  received  for  fuch  a  bafe  defcription 
c^  his  enemies.  All  the  other  gifts  and  means  of 
grace  arc  evidently  ahufedj  defpifed,  and  trampled 
Upqn  by  the  rebelliovs^    What  wppdrous  fcmcdy 

can 


ASCSNSION-DAY.  167 

can  Heaven  have  in  (lore  for  them  who  have  even 

drnie  dejfitt  to  tbefpirii  of  grace.    Happy  for  us^  the 

treafures  of  God's  mercy  are  inexhauftible^  and  the 

infinite  merit  of  the  Redeemer  hath   purchafed 

a  foyereign  cuie  for  the  moft  inveterate  difeafe. 

He  holds  out  hope  in  the  moft  malignant  caie^ 

he.  proffers  repeniance  to  his  moft  bitter  foes ;   to 

thofe  in  the  moft  dangerous  fiate;   this^  is  the 
pftt  the  invaluable  gift  he  hath  referved  for  men^ 

even  for  the  rebellious.  This  is  the  grand  reftora^ 
tive  of  a  proud,  polluted,  difobedient  heart.  Him 
haib  God  exalted  to  give  repentance  to  bis  people,  repent- 
ance unto  life>  and  faith  in  hia  moft  Holy  Name. 
Let  the  (inner  hear^  and  be  confounded,  and  blu(h 
at  his  xf^WiGM^  madnefs.  Let  him  rejoice,  and 
exult  at  the  fame  time,  at  fuch  r^eftmg  mercy.  Let 
him  pray  for  fuch  a  godly  forrow  as  worketh  ra« 
pcntance  unto  falvation.  Let  him  believe  in  the 
Son  of  God^  M^ho  came  down  from  heaven  to  call 
famers  to  repentance,  and  is  afcended  up  again^  to 
fend  down  the  renewing  gift  to  all  who  feel  ita 
wanty  who  ajk  for,  and  employ  it.  On  all  who  (hew 
forth  works  meet  for  repentance,  through  faitb  to-^ 
boards  God,  and  our  Lordjefus  Cbrift.  While  it  is  day» 
let  us  hearken  to  his  voice,  my  brethren;  let  us  not 
harden  our  hearts  any  longer  by  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  iin ;  let  us  make  a  ftand  in  time,  left  the  day  of 
grace  be  (hortened ;  let  the  time  faft  of  mar  l^e/uffies 
us  tobave  walked  in  lafchioufnefs,  lujis,  exctfs  of  wiuog 
reveliings,  banquettings  and  all  abominable  wicked^efs. 
Let  us  no  hmger  five  tbe  r0  of  our  time  in.  the  fUfb, 
t^  fk«  Ih0^  of  men,  but  to  tbe  will  of  God.    Let  us 
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pray  continually  for  ftrength  to  keep  thefc  holy 
rcfolutions,    and   /i&nr '  we  may  'wdi'">aflb»  our- 
felvcflves,  that  as  he  who  hatK  pfbhiifed,  ft  fkilhfifl 
and  cannot  lici  fo  fliall  we  experience  the  aidth'ar 
is  implted  in  tHc^fb  and  laft  fentence  of  the  ttit,' 
viz.  that  if  we  turn  unto  thi  Uord^ur  6pd  with 
all  dur  hearty  and  mind,  and  Arength,  he  will  mbft 
aflurcdly  come,  an'd  dwell  among  us,  t(Mt  i^,' 
lie  will  give  uf  a-fdflScient  meafiire  of  hhs  grtftic  td  * 
refill  the  power  and' malit^e  of  the  tempter.     *''" 

I  have  purpoftly  idnlarged  upon  this  fubjcft  from 
the  fcrious  conSfe^juenct,  and  greiat  rieceffity  of  6iif" 
faith  thcTicin  to*  ^^r'*]^VERLASTiNd  PBAct,' *arid  t 
fhali  now  <ionclude;»  In'  the  w6>di{'6f  llid  Bef6'rc-  ' 
mentioned  truly  chriftiah'  Prelate,  as  being  expla- 
natory of  the  latter  pdrlion  of  the  tdatt ;'  *'  ChH^ 
*'  being  thus  afcendcd 'into  glory  (fays  he)  has  rc- 
«'  ceived  of  the '  Father  the  prothife  of  tlie  fpfrit 
♦'  with  all  his  gifts  irid  graces,  tobeftow'upon  the 
fons  of  men;  even  upon  fuch  is '  heretbftrc 
have  not  only  broken  his  laws,  but  appeared  in 
arms  againft  hint :  yet  of  fuch  as  tHeffc,  6)n- 
verted  by  th6  poVer  of  the  Gfofpel,  Has  h€  found 
••  and  cftabliOied  a  chWch,  ibbftbe  Lord  God  mk^t 
•'  dwdi  amoMg  tbem.^  Not  only  an  outward  vn 
fible  churcA,?  profefling  chriftianity;  in  various 
quarters  of '  the  globe,  at  different  periods',  as  Tiis 
infinite  wifdom  ihali  lee  propef-  foi-  hi^  ^Ibiry,  ktid 
accoiding  to*  thiJ;  influence  of  his  gftc'e  'up6h  the 
followers  bf  his  Soh*s  true  dodtrint;  inA  the^fcun-r  * 
dfersof  tiich  c\wit«h':  Utit 'he  hatH^ftiered'of  , 
lusj^thlul  fervahtst^dm  sill  parts  6f  the  nfdrld. 
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that  they  may  form  an  umverfal  cburcb,  and  that 
even  individuals  may  be  buik  up  a  lively  temple^  an 
baUtaiion  9f  God  thro*  tbeJpirU. 

Haying  thus  enumerated  the  various  benefits 
procured  for  us  in  the  glorious  triumph  of  this 
happy  day;  having  applied  the  valuable  bleflings 
to  marjetpes^  even  to  thofe  almoft  ready  to  defpair 
of  any  hope,  or  help,  how  can  I  difmifs  you,  my 
brethren,  with  greater  propriety,  than  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  two  following  verfes  of  the  Pfalm  from 
whence  this  chearing  text  is  borrowed.  Praifed 
he  she  Lord  God  daily,  even  the  God  who  belpetb 
us,  and  pouretb  bis  benefits  upon  us :  He  is  our 
God,  even  tbe  God  of  wbom  cometb  falvation.  Goi 
is  tbe  Lord,  by  wbom  alone  we  ef cape  Deatb.  To 
Him,  Father  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft^  be  ail  the  glorf 
for  ever  and  ever^  Amen. 
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FOR  WHITSUNDAY. 


Tbf  fame  ^ext, 

IN  my  difcourie  laft  Sunday^  I  made  an  appli^r 
cation  of  thefe  joyful  words^  not  only  to  the 
general  cafe  of  all  among  whom  the  Gofpel  (hould 
be  preached^  but  likewife  to  the  peeuGat  circum- 
ihnces  of  private  perfons^  and  efpecially  of  fuchj 
as  might  be  juftly  termed  enemies ,  or  rebellious  fer- 
vants  to  their  Heavenly  Father.  I  confined  my 
obfervations  upon  Chrifl's  afcenfion»  to  the  orS^ 
nary  graces  of  the  Spirit>  thereby  obtained  for  us« 
I  ftall  now  confider  this  paflage  as  it  relates  to  the 
ixifoortaiary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^  to  the  mightjr 
Jiffu  and  vmiers  conferred  upon  the  ApofUes,  and 
immediate  followers  of  our  Lord  as  on  this  day»v 
which  we  now  commemorate  on  that  account ;  aiid 
as  being  equally  declaratory  of  the,^,  and  highly 
important  fulfilling  of  the  promife  which  Chrift 
made  to  his  Difciples  when  on  earthy  and  a  fhort 
timp  before  he  afcended  to  the  glories  of  his  eternal 
inh^iuncf: ;  tp  the  prefence  of  the  Father^  at  whofe 
right  hand  he  will  fit  for  evermore^  and  from 
wboKc  hewiUcopiftPJtidge  the  quick  and  the 

dead| 
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deadj  and  reward  or  punilh  men  according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body;,  WhdtH^'  tbe)r  he  good^  or 
whether  they  be  evil. 

in  the  ift  Ch.  of  the  Adls,  ver,  4,  5,  we  obfcrve 
Chrift  is  preparing  his  Apoftles  both  fcfr  beholding 
his  afcenfion^  and  the  receiving  the  firft  miraculous 
proof  of  his  warfare  Jbeingaccmnplifhed,  and  his 
work  accepted.  For  being  ajfembled  together  with 
ibem,  be  commands  them  that  they  Jbould  not  depart  from 
JerufaUm^  hat  wait  for  the'primi/e  of  the  Father^ 
which,  faith  he,  ye  haue  heard  of  me.  For  John  truly 
baptized ^kh^attf^,^iHl^e^Jbaa' he  hdptSS^  ibe^ 

HOy^  Ghdft,^  nop  fhOly  dayp  bettci: '  No^  "^fhiPba^f ifm'*' 
of  »j6hn  was  really  a/ /^  of  rW^baptifrtt^maJtibil^d^' 
by^Chrift  .♦  for-witer,  •  as  «t,  Pctet  ftilfes  i*,  is  ft  flU^* 
figure.  ^  Not'thatit  Jiadany-virtirt  thfettV^itifelj^ ¥s^ ' 
fuch  2Lfign^  more  tfhan^it  has  M9^  its  (t  ^as  ^onfy  tbt 
puftPtgy'  or  xvafiidg  a^my  the  JUib-rf  (be  flejb^:  ikt^ts'' ' 
it  k  ibfiougb  faith'tbemifiMr  tf  a goodtitifcieiftrt^tffttris 
CodJy^fbe  UfurreOkn tf  Jejks  X^rt/t,  who'^h  fomHttft' 
hemfMf^and**iiM4b0  ribband' of  God,  an^,  W/  * 
ataboritiosi  snd'p&am^MngmadeJiijea'ti  bimr*' 

Further,  our  Lord  ^  nlfo  acquj^nfts  his  Ap^eA^ 
with  the  wonderliSl  iffoi  df  lhi»  Daprir^^  kndihi' 
nec^  of  it,  for  'fhdr  quatifteatiotf  tbr"  the^  Workr  * 
of  thermiiiiftiyk\  for  hevaddsi  in^the!  Jtlf  veiftj  * 
jift^fibe>HofyGhofi'i»  ^ome^ofi  youv  ye  fi>ait^^eeehi 
po^$rH  i%ndH^  y6uJi^li9nt^^tfieJHi^i^^^  'k  ' 

Jer^m'i  ^d4u  sUyiufOii^^and'm  SMttHt; andW tBe  '^ 
uttnmofi*  farfi  tf  the  earih.  -  It  is  «bf<»Va(ble^' nehaft' ' 
teft^rfkii^pkfTMni  ^'mdetd^CbriJi'^ept'^Afeil^^^bid^^' 
ibc'^^th&i^bad  f^hA'^bim,^  thtf  1bftu«ntfc^»f  ^hia''*  "^ 
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divine  exat^ple^  prefctice>  and  inftniftion.  >  He^kft 

w/  ar^  ofthm^  ^t  ihe  Jm.  of  perdiiim.   iBot  yet '  the 

.time  v(^as  not  <ipine.  for  the  ApoiU«s  to  ibe  wkit^s: 

So  far  fronn;it3  .that  poe  ^^^  hini>  .^nd  ^{Vfarfi»k 

him  :  the  jra^^^pf  which  I  ihall  declare :moie.^^ 

in  ixfi  prppc^r  \i>I«cf;«    i)n  ^txudi,  -Qur  Blefled  Lord 

iadmf  fyjfifidil^^  vwk\j^kick  AisJtatber  <i^Kuejbm  io 

do,  'till  he  had  fealed  it  by  his  diatix^  ,and  provod 

)V^  by^isr^iTA^i^.    J\n^  iltfw>  ihot  he  had  xom^ 

jdfif^Jt^^  «ffy&^i  .^^t  he  j|»d  fuUUled  the  <prieftly 

vS^c  fgr  ug  Qfi  ipy^hi  ADd  >acccHtipliihed  all  die 

prophecies  concerning  him ;  it  vras  necqf&ry  he 

;][^9(yld  jqfii^  as  ^W)all  powerful  Medmtor  and  JKbtj, 

^^  rficcijVie  thpTje  £^ft$  £9r  ine«#  'wblcli  ihould  cn« 

f^e  .thip  $0  /ieol^ic  and  uphoid  tiie  crui^  vdt;li 

|]|9iSierj  9pd  ^o  lay  a  fgje  fiw&dation  of  faidi  and 

j^fic  fotr  aU  th9f  il^ould  come  alter  them. 

T)iif »  d^efij  bf  ing.  tbff  i^t^t  fiate  of  the  cmfei'  ihe 
^Ipb  QP^f9Hf4  »ft  kignm  (in  that  high  d^rce  m 
If  jii^fl  Wf^  i^^  h^  a(^^  upon  human  nature  in  the 
agqfoi^ng  ^nmcikft  pf  this  day)  UiU  (Ari^  ^um$ 
j^lpri^  9S^  FffeiY«d  p9Wfir  to  fend  hhn  from  a^ 
bove.  ^ncl  pf  (ht  npciBkf  of  ^this  laft  miraculoiis 
£^your,  ng  lefs  thftQ  the  vtrturof  it»  we  have  aburu 
(fai^t  proof  f]foin  the  duliifii)r>  and  want  of  a49:ive 
&ith  in  th?  Ap^l^  both  k^fin^  Chrtft  fuiirredi 
no  ^£b  tb^n  afc^r  his  rffurrefHm*  For.  we  read  h\ 
St.  Jpl^  (hat;  they  midcrftood  QOt  the  things  chat 
tlw?|r  Jf|a%r  f?fcid>  «r  cW^  ktfwJk^t  hewsigjbtified\ 
Ifol  w^  th^t  gr«at  «vent  ;ook  pbcd,  they  imme- 
^tfqly  ffmflfi^M  ^k^f  ^b0  things  ven  mnUm  of 
tSm^  of^t^  tbff  kfd'dme  tbojf  tUngLwitt^bim.    And 
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ciren  after  he  was  rifcn^  they  wanted  a  fufficieftf 
d^ree  of  grzce  to  cmnprebend  ivbat  ibe  Propbeis  bad 
^^okm.  They  were  taxed  by  hixn  as  fools ^  and  fim 
of  bearti  as  to  their  belief  of  thefe  eflential  circum- 
fiances  to  befal  him.  And  therefore  to  help  their 
underilanding  be  began  at  Mofes  and  all  tbe  Profbets^ 
and  be  expounded  to  tbem  in  all  tbe  Scriptures  tbe  tbings 
concerning  bintfdf  , 

In  the  event*  of  tbis  day,  then,  my  brethren,  we 
have  poiitive  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  all  our 
Bleflcd  Savior  faid,  or  did  on  earthy  and  alfo  what 
he  has  promifed  us. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  (according  to  my  ufual 
cuftom  at  thefe  Hated  feafons  of  the  year)  to  give 
you  fuch  a  biftory  of  the  day,  as  may  be  proper  to 
inform  and  inftrud  any  who  are  ignorant  of  fbme 
particulars  that  immediately  relate  to  it.  And 
firft,  as  to  the  titles  given  to  it,  in  Ads  ii.  i; 
(wherein  the  exad  hiftory  of  this  event  is  fully 
recorded, )  we  find  that  it  took  place  wben  tbe  day 
of  Penteeoft  was  fully  come.  Now  the  time  of  Pente-' 
€ofi^  was  one  of  the  moft  eminent  feails  among  the 
Jews.  It  was  held  in  memorial  of  the  law  being 
delivered  to  them,  on  Mount  Sinai.  The  original 
word  (ignifiesj^,  and  this  feafl  was  always  kept  ex- 
adly  that  number  of  days  from  the  Jewifh  Pallbver. 
*'  It  is  likewife  kept  by  all  Chriftians,  as  a  feafl 
^'  of  no  lefs  note,  on  account  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
defcending  that  very  fame  day  on  the  Apoflles, 
and  other  Chriftians,  in  the,  vilible  appearance 
of  fiery  tongues,  and  in  memorial  of  thofe  mira- 
V  cuious  powers  that,  were  then  conferred  upon 
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^  them.**  And  it  is  kept  by  us  likcwifc,  at  the 
fame  difhince  of  time  from  Eafter^  as  the  Jewifli 
Pentecoft  was  to  their  Paffover. 

As  to  its  prefent  title  o^f  /iPW/,  or  White  Sunday, 
there  are  various  accounts  refpecling  it.  One  of 
the  mod  plain,  and  plaufible,  is  this.  It  might 
partly  take  this  name  froni  a  juft  notion  of  the  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  light,  and  knowledge,  which 
was  then  figuratively  fhed  abroad  among  the  Apof« 
ties,  in  order  to  the  enlightening  the  world ;  and 
partly,  perhaps,  from  the  ceremonies  ufed  by  thofe 
who  were  newly  baptized  at  this  feafon«  For  you 
muft  be  told,  that  among  the  ancients,  excepting 
in  cafes  of  neceffity\  they  adminiftered  Baptifoi  at 
no  other  times  but  thofe  of  Eafler,  and  Wbitfun- 
tide.  They  baptized  at  Eafter,  in  memory  of 
Chrift's  death  and  refurredlion,  (agreeable  to  whicl^ 
we  have  the  two  parts  of  the  Chrillian  life  repre- 
iented  to  us  in  Baptifm,  viz.  dying  unto  lin,  and 
riiing  again-unto  newnefs  of  life.)  And  they  bap- 
tized at  Whitfuntide,  in  remembrance  of  the  Apof- 
tles  being  then  baptized  xvitb  the  Holy  Gboft^  and  with 
firti  and  of  their  having  at  that  time  baptized  in 
their  own  perfons  near  three  thoufand  fouls. 

At  this  feafon  particularly,  it  was  a  cuftom,  and 
part  of  their  rcjoicing,^  during  the  following  week, 
to  congratulate  the  entrance  of  a  new  body  of 
Chrillians  into  the  Church,  ^nd  they  that  were 
lately  baptized,  came  each  day  to  church  in  white 
garments^  withJifit/j  before  them.  This  was  meant 
to  lignify  that  they  had  now  laid  afidl^  the  works  of 
darknefs,  and  were  deiirous  to  become  the  children 
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of  light y  Vy  the  refolutidn  pf  leading  a  ncwj  inno- 
cent/and  lirifpottecl'lifc.  Th^fe  white  robes  which 
were  then  wore  by  them«  were  laid  up  carefuliy  in 
the  churchj  that  they  might  be  produced  as  witneiTes 
againft  them,  if  they  fhould  afterwards  deny  the 
'faith,  which*  they  hacl  prbfefTed  in  Baptifm.-  In 
thofe  times,  many  were  daily  converted  from  hcs^- 
*thenifm,  and  that  accounts  for  their  being  baptized 
at  years  offndiurity.  For  thefe  |)erfons,  prayfiis^aod 
thankfgivings  were  made  at;  this  particular  feafon, 
and  in(t:ru(flion  given  them  on  the  priaciples  and 
Vays  of  Chriftianity,  But  iii  later  tinaes,  when 
Chrifi's  religion  was  htCort^  more  gcnend,  an^ 
mdft  of  thole  l)aptizeq  were  mfrnts^  and  fo.not 
capahle  of  fuc'h  outward  cejemonies,  the  cufioty 
'then  was  change^,,  and  baptifn)  adminiftcred  at  tdl 
times  olr  the  yelr,  alikci  as. at  the  beginning  qf 
Chrittiahity,  ,    ni        "  -  »*  i 

Thus  much  miy  be  fuSident  foj  ji^our  informer 
tion,  my  brethren,  refpediing  the  different  41/ifex  ^ 
the  day.  We  will  how  return  to  a  more  clofe  con* 
iideratiori  of  the  nature  and  nec^y  of  the  jextraor- 
dinary  gifts  and  power  of  f he  Holy  Spirit  .tha?  were 
poured  out  upon  the  firu:  Apoftles  and  Difciples  of 
Chriff. 

Pirfti  then,  it  is  yfcry  obvious,  that  the  Apoftle^ 
^eii^'  men  ot  no  influence  of  authority  i  nay,  mod 
6f  theni  wahting  the  advantages  of  other  menj  and 
Befet  oh  all  (idei  by  inveterate  enemies,  who  hayi|ig» 
^as  they  thougHt,}  deftroyed  their  Leader,  would  be 
iobh  too  powerful  for  any  exertion  of  their  wariOeft 
zeal^  It  became  indi/jputably  neceffary,  when  their 
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Matter  was  uken  from  them^  that  they  fhould  be 
iovefted  with  fome  irrefiftible^  outward  credencialsj 
to  qiuUify  their  commifion,  and  encourage  them  in 
the  faithful  prolccutidn  of  the  work  ailigned  them. 
Ltarmttg,  they  had  little,  or  none,  yet  they  were- 
to  go  and  teach,  and  baptize  all  nations,  and  dif^ 
ciple  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  Now  this  was  a  defcription  of 
the. Deity,  to  which  the  Pagan  world  had  been  aa . 
entire  firanger. . .  As  to  *tlicir  former  confequence  • 
ajnong  their  mm  countrymen,  that  was  eftablilhed 
by  the  pre/ence  of  their  Lord  and  Mafier%  but  he  had 
left  the  world ;  the  &vor,  fupportjand-countenftnce 
of  the  feofk,  would  naturally  be  diminiihed,  fince 
they  no  longer  experienced  the  miracles^  and  bene-- 
iits  that  helped  to  gain  them  over  to  the  caufe,  and 
ftrcfigthehed  their  belirf.  And  as  to  connexions  of 
any  weight,  that  might  reetruer  their  efteem,  and 
vindicate  their  party,  they  were  entirely  deflitute 
ci  any,  being  in  general  low,  and  needy  as  to  birtb, 
Uidftathn.  Doubtlefs,  therefore,  the  religion  muft 
fpeedily  have  come  to  nothing,  had  not  its  Divine 
Author  fo  fingularly  exerted  himfelf  in  its  defence. 
By  mr$cles  it  was  at  fift  announced  i  by  miracles 
alone,  it  could  at  firfi  be  propagated.  This  the 
wihole  hiftory  of  the  Apoftles  abundantly  confirms  i 
and  it  is  one  great  article  of  our  faith,  that  fo  it 
iBM^  have  been.  But  here  another  exercife  of  this 
leading  Chriftian  principle  is  afforded  us,  viz, 
though  the  miraculous  teftimony  of  Chrift's  reli* 
gion  being  from  God^  is  a  primary  article  of  our 
beliefj  yet,  i(  if  as  eflential  to  a  found  fiiith,  to  be 
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convinced  that  miracles  were  as  mctparj  to  iufi^ 
when  the  peculiar  work  they  were  calculated  to 
promote*  wai  ftdhf  iftaUiftad^  as  that  they  ever 
exiftcd ;  for  otherwife,  we  {hall  .open  a  wide  field 
for  enthufiaftic*  and  credulous  errors.  //  war  expe^ 
Senti  we  are  toldj  by  Chrift  himfelf*  John  xvi.  7» 
icCn  that  Hi  fiiouU  g$  suk^,  for  more  reafons  than 
the  ixtra&rApary  operations  of  the  Spirit  i  fir  if  I 
go  not  awof,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  nnio  jom^  hU 
^  /  depart^  I  wHl  Jend  Urn  mio  y^u.  By  this*  we 
plainly  fee,  that  the  Comfarter,  which  is  rife  Hefy  Gho/l, 
had  anther  important  office  towaids  she  Chriilian 
life*  befides  the  enabling  men  tQ>  perform  ontmari 
miracles.  He  was  to  teach  them  ail  rimgs  needful  iov 
Chriftian  edification ;  He  was  to  hrh^  all  things  ta  their 
rememhrancei  that  is*  to  enlighten  the  mind^  to 
underftandt  and  love  the  truths  that  Chrift  hcujpokbs^ 
and  accordingly  our  Lord  calls  him  the  Spirit  of 
truths  who  was  to  guide  men  into  /M  trtflh. 

When  we  celebrate  this  feafon*  ^refore*  we  are 
not  to  cof^e  our  ^titude  to  Ae  extolling  God'a 
holy  name  for  the  mighty  iigns  and  wonders  con* 
fcrrcd  on  our  Savior's  firft  difciples ;;  and  for  the 
miraculous  light  which  fhone  fo  eminently  upon 
the  church  in  its  iftfant  ftace,  but  we  muft  e^mOp 
praife  him*  for  the  no  lels  eflential  benefits  of  tbr 
Spirit*  in  the  promife  of  his  ordinary  bleilings*  ta 
future  ages.  We  muft  pray  that  our  faith  may  br 
quickened  to  acknowledge^  and  experience*  the. 
fan<flifying  effedts  of  his  ordinary;  tind  efiiential  \sk* 
fiuence  on  the  human  mind  1  t6  he  convinced  of* his 
a^ual  prefence  with  u*  by  the  other  figns  off  hia& 


Whitsunday/  17^ 

iebig  come,  which  our  Lord  as  pofitfvely  dcfcribes, 
and  promifes,  as  he  did  the  vifiile  dejctnt  and  infpi^ 
ration  of  the  Spirit  on  the  Apoftlcs,  before  they 
left  Jerufalem.  Thefe  are  the  marks  he  indances 
of  his  inward  operations,  John  xvi,  8,  &c.  He  will 
reprove,  that  is,  Qonvmct  the  world  of  Jin.  (i.)  He 
will  Ihcw  men  the  depravity  of  their  own  hearts,  in 
an  unregenerate  Hate,  and  their  infirfficiency  to 
pleafe  God,  without  the  help  of  divine  grace.  (2.) 
As  to  rigbteoufnefs.  He  will  convince  them,  that  all 
holinefs  cometh  of  God,  whether  we  cohfider  it  in 
caufe,  or  effeSl,  and  that  we  have  no  ability  to  pleafe 
Him  but  what  is  derived  from  the  good  influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  (3.)  He  will  (he%v  the  cer- 
tainty of  judgment,  becaufe  punilhment  is  de- 
nounced againft  all  wilful  wickednefsj  and  impe- 
nitence. Tbeje  are  gifts  which  Chrift  hath  obtained 
for  us,  through  the  unftion  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which  are  as  necejary,  and  powerful,  in  leading  us  into  all 
truth,  as  was  hisimmediate  efFedt  upon  the  facul- 
ties of  the  Apoftles,  to  enable  them  to fpeak  with 
tongues  as  He  gave  them  utterance.  This  is  as  ftrong  a 
proof,  throughout  'the  whole  Chriftian  world,  of 
our  Savior's  vidlory,  mercy,  and  truth,  (and  which 
will  increafe  to  all  eternity)  as  that  the  miracles 
wrought  by  the  Apoftles,  was  the  mighty  power  of 
God.  There  is  as  much  value  in  thefe  ordinary  gifts 
of  the  Spirit,  to  forward  our  falvation,  as  there 
was  in  His  extraordinary  ads,  to  convert  and  eftabliffi 
the  heathen  world.  The  only  difference  is  this,  the 
former  milder  influences  draw  us  upon  the  condi- 
tions of  Che  new  covenant  of  God,  in  Chrift ;  the 
kttter,  were  an  immediate,  pofitivc  tcftimony  of 
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His  abfolute  government  of  all  natore,  exhibited 
to  ground  znd  confirm  mankind  in  the  belief  of  every 
other  promife.  Of  this  truth,  Chrrft's  own  words 
in  John  xvi.  9.  fupply  abundant  proof.  The 
Holy  Spirit,  he  fays,  will  reprove  the  world  of  Jin, 
hecatife  they  believe  not  on  me.  Here  the  exprefs  con- 
dition, or  neceflity  of  the  grace  of  fait)i  in  Chrift,  is 
clearly  mentioned.  After  all  the  miracles  He 
wrought  himfelf,  and  which,  by  his  Spirit,  his  dif- 
ciples  repeated  after  him,  our  Lord  conclude)  it  sin 
in  all  who  do  not  yet  believe  in  him ;  this,  then,  is 
one  important  truth,  of  which  all  real  Chriftians  are 
convinced  by  the  Comforter;  viz.  that  it  is  fin  mi 
to  believe  in  Chrift;  and-  if  our  cverlafting  happi- 
nefs  depends  upon  t\i\^faitb,  furely  no  gift  whatever, 
deferves  a  higher  charaftcr,  than  that  which  teaches 
vs  this  faith  j  fince  the  Apoftle  St.  Paul  aflerteth 
pofiti  vely,  that  no  man  can  Jay  that  Je/us  is  the  Lord  but 
by  the  Holy  Ghoji.  i  Cor.  xii.  3.  Faith  then,  though 
called  a  ccudition^  is  an  aclual  ^  of  God,  and  it  be- 
hovcth  us  mod  earneftly  to  pray  for  the^^i^j^oif.of  it, 
and  humbly  to  rejoice  when  we  have  received  it, 
Jifice  we  are  injufficient  of  ourjelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of 
our/elves^  but  our  Jufficiency  is  of  God.  a  Con  iii.  5. 

That  we  are  under  a  conditional  covcnzni  (that  is, 
that  we  muft  poflefs  thefe  gifts  and  graces  of  the 
iGofpel)  we  have  another  remarkable  afTurance,  in 
the  words  of  Sf.  Peter  ii.  Ads  xxviii.  29.  when 
that  Apoftle  pofTeflcd  that  fulnejs  of  faith  which 
enabled  him  to  Jpeak  boldly  in  the  name  rf  the  Lord 
Jefjis,  it  is  obfervable  that  he  proceeds  dircdly  tg 
the  only  foiyidation  that  can  be  hidy  Let  all  the bou/if 
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^  IjffMel  knoiw  ajfkredty^  that  God  bath  made  that  fame 
Jejus^  whom  ye  have  crucified ^  both  Lord  and  Chrifi. 
Upon  this  wc  read,  that  when  they  heard  this  thtf 
Vfere pricked  in  their  heart ;  that  is,  their  confcienccs 
verc  fmitten.  Doubtlefs  the  milder  influence  of 
the  Spirit  was  beginning  to  work  upon  them ;  the 
Comforter  was  drawing  them,  by  this  outward  means 
of  the  Apoftle's  preaching ;  and  this  prophecy  of 
Zechariah  was  then  fulfilling  on  this  people;  IwHl 
pmr  upon  the  hmfe  of  Davids  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
yerufakm^  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  supplicatiok. 
Zech.  xii.  lo.  I  fay,  this  prophecy  was  then  /f/^- 
r^  accomplifhed,  for  the  people  immediately  faid 
unto  Peter,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles,  Men  and 
irahren^  whatfiallwe  do?  St.  Peter  then  declares 
to  them  the  pofitive  condition  or  fign  of  their  rege- 
neration, andadmidion  into  favor;  he  anfwers,  Re^ 
pent^  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  y^usfor  the  remiffion  of  fins.  He  exhorts  them 
to  apply  to  the  caitfe  of  every  good  gift  to  beftow  this 
grace  upon  them ;  and  in  order  to  encourage,  and 
further  their  converfion,  he  holds  out  to  them  the 
blefled  confequence  of  their  compliance,  Te  fhall  re^ 
ceive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gbofi,  for  thepromife  is  unto 
you  and  unto  your  children  ^  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off^ 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  God  fhall  call-,  that  is,  as  in  his 
wifdom  he  fhall  pleafetobringintotheChriftian  fold. 
Here,  we  have  an  indifpu table  evidence/  both  that 
the  fpirit  of  regeneration  m^  be  conveyed  through 
the  outward  means  of  Baptifm,  that  obedience  to  that 
holy  facrament  is  one  condition  of  our  obtaining  it,  and 
depends  fofar  on  durfelves,  and  alfo  that  fuch  oPh& 
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gffts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  then  cooftrre4  on 
chefe  converu  as  were  eiTentially  (leceilanr  to  ialva- 
tioiij  and  which  are  equally  promifcd  to  the  end  of 
time,  to  all  who  will  repent^  and  believe  the  Gofpel ; 
in  other  words,  who  will  humbly  and  fincerely  ufe 
the  appointed  means  of  obtaining  every  Chriftian 
grace.  What  I  am  defirdiis  to  point  out  to  you  in 
this  difcourfe,  is  the  ^j^^^^  bet  ween  the  MnMK&itf, 
and  the  ordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit.  0/  the  tbrte 
thoufand  that  were  baptized^  and  added  to  the  eburcb 
tiat  day^  we  do  not  find  that  they  were  endowed 
with  power  of  working  miracles.  Tbe  many  ^^ns 
and  wonders  that  brought  fucb  fear  upon  them^  were 
done  only  by  the  Apostles  ;  all  that  is  faid,  or  fcems 
to  be  required  of  the  pe^^  (in  (hort^  the  effe&  of 
the  Spirit  of  Grace  in  their  mind)  was,  thai  they  con- 
tinuedftedfqftly  in  tbeApoftle's  doSIrine^  andfeUn^/bip^ 
(that  is«  believing  in  Chrift,  and  holding  in  unity 
together  J  breaking  of  breads  and  in  prayers^  receiv* 
ing  the  holy  coinmunion^  and  imploring  incrtafe  of 
.  grace. 

In  the  account  of  this  fid^  grand  tefttmony  of 
the  truth  of  Chrift's  promife,  it  may  be  profitable 
more  minutely  to  conlider  the  peculiar  motion/or 
iiegree  of  gifl^  which  the  people  tellified  upon  the 
exhortation  of  Chrill's  fervant.  The  expreflion  is 
iingular,  and  ftrong,  they  weretwchedin  tbiir  hearts; 
their  co^cienee  fmote  them  ;  that  candle  of  the  Lord 
in  the  breaft  of  all  men,  fhone  brighter  through  the 
new  light  adminifter^  by  the  Apoftle's  language, 
^d  reflected  their  inward  bafcnefs,  and  foul  mif- 
cpi^du^f    Apd  thus  muft  \%  b9  widi  you,  my 

friends, 


frjeadfty  as  many  of  you  as  are  not  dteply  fenfible 
of  the  weight  of  dutks  that  He  upon  you»  in  your 
Chriftian  warfare.  You  muft  ie  prkhd  ai  bears, 
with  a  fenfe  of  your  manifold  negledsj  tranlgref- 
£on8>  and  great  unworthinef$»  before  you  will  be 
inclined  to  make  any  valuable  advancement  towards 
lalvation.  Yoai  muft  lee  the  danger ,  and  feel  the 
natural  y^4r  attending  it,  before  you  can  fzy Jincerify, 
as  thefe  convided  finners  did.  Mm  Md  iretbrm 
fpbaifimU  we  do?  And  yet,  for  your  comfort,  yott 
have  the  ytxy  Jkme  grace  promifed,  and  means 
zSorAcd  you,  that  they  had ;  viz.  f4iiib  in  tbs  Lord 
J^  Cbrift^  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  fTord^nd 
Sacraments  \  here  are  the  fame  increafe  of  gifts  ftill 
promifed  to  yM  as  to  ibem,  upon  your  obeying  the 
£unc  ttmdkimt.  Repent,  (that  is^  beg  afliftance  lo 
be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  your  mind)  be  baptized, 
fariaie  of  tbe  tardus Jkpper,  and  piay  conftantly  far 
grace.  To  all  who  are  diipofed  to  tumJe  tbe  Lurd, 
and  foriake  their  evil  ways,  to  them  St,  Peter  fpeaks 
^:^  plainly  and  as  effeAually,  in  the  written  word,  as 
faedid  to  the  Jews  by  his  living  veke.  Nay,  it  is  an 
ad£tkmai  gift  of  the  good  Spirit  of  God  that  wc 
have  thefe  words  of  life  recorded  for  our  fupportj 
and  information  4  and  we  may  reft  aiTured,  that  the 
doatines  of  Chrift  are  now  fufficieht  to  accomplifli 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  htr^ 
lieve,  otherwife  a  xmtinuatitm  of  miracles  would 
doubtlefs  have  been  permitted*  We  are  therefore 
no  longer  to  look  for  any  miraculous,  or  inftantaneu 
ous  eifed:  m  confequence  of  a  preternatural  pow^r 
delegated  to  particular  perfons»  and  which  they  cah 

N  4  convey 


f84  A    SERMON    FOR 

convey  to  others.  Thefe  extraordinary  gifts,  it  has 
been  fully  (hewn,  wcrt  granted  in  the  teginmng,  t6 
magnify  Chrift's  power,  to  confirm  the  authority  cf 
the  Apoftles,  and  to  plant  the  Gofpcl  fo  efFeAually, 
that  (he  utmoft  malice  of  the  enemy  fhould  not 
prevail  to  root  it  up.  As  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel, 
'\9t  are  oi\\y  Jiewards  of  the  myfteries  of  God  ;  all 
that  depends  on  us,  is  to  be  found  faithful  in  deciariug 
the  whole  counfel  of  God,  and  to  live,  fb  as  not  to 
ftume  cur  office ;  to  exhort  you^  to  covet  earuejtfy  the 
heft  gifts,  and  to  pray  for  you,  that  you  may  find 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need  ;  all  the  reft  lays  be- 
tween God  and  your  own  fouls.  If  you  rely  wholly 
on  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  to  relieve  your  burthen»  you 
may  fafely  truft  that  he  will  give  you  reft ;  but  you 
muft  be  cautious  not  to  employ  the  means  of  grace 
as  latttform,  without  endeavoring  to  fulfil  what 
they  enjoin  you  to  do.  On  the  other  hand^  you  can 
never  exped  any  (hare  of  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
if  you  entirely  negUSl  the  means.  He  muft  be  a 
weak  brother  indeed^  who  fuppofes  God's  fpirit 
will  abidp  with  thofe  who  forfake  his  houfe,  and 
table  \  who  continually  defpife  his  te;^^,  *and  holy 
ordinances.  This  is  an  admonition  that  leads  me 
naturally^  at  this  time,  to  offer  a  few  words  upon 
that  pariicular  means  of  grace,  which  pious  cuftom, 
and  humble  truft  in  our  Redeemer,  engages  us  to  em- 
ploy in  order  to  obtain  frefti  help,  and  to  ftrengthen 
our  hope  of  everlafting  }ife.  It  has  already  been 
obfcrvcd,  that  among  the  different  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  that  difcovered  themfelves  upon  the  conver- 
sion of  tl^at  happy  ijMmbcr  rpco^ed  i|i  the  A<^s  of 


die  Apoftle^,  the  neceflity  of  conftmt  prayer,  and 
frequently  partaking  of  the  bofy  tommumtm^  feenU  to 
have  made  the  firft  forcible  impreflion.  It  is  cer« 
taiiij  that  the  oftenef  they  remembered  what  that 
glorious  Savior  had  Jdne  for  them^  whom  they  had 
fo  cruelly  perfecuted  and  flain^  the  more  their  Uxft 
and  iiu/j  mull  have  been  enlarged,  and  that  upon  the 
principle  of  Chrift's  w?n  obfervation^  of  the  grate*- 
ful  penitent^  To  whom  much  is  forgiven,  ibey  love 
much ;  and  greats  pad  all  defcriptiohj  is  the  love  of 
God  towards  men.  It  needs  but  very  little  thought 
CO  be  aflurcd^  that  if  the  world  had  not  been  in- 
volved in  moft  ferious  danger,  the  Son  of  God  would 
never  have  left  the  glories  of  his  Father^  and  fuf« 
fered  fo  much  to  fave  it.  And  we  may  be  equally 
cortain^  that  He  who  was  thefulnefs  of  all  wi{dom» 
and  goodnefs,  would  nevjer  have  appointed  any 
lervice  for  his  followers^  but  what  he  knew  would 
help  to  ftrengtben  their  weak  nature^  and  forward 
their Jahation.  He  declares  moft  folemnly  himfel^ 
that  unlefs  his  difciples  eat  the  flejb,  and  drink  the 
hlood  of  the  Son  of  man  (in  a  fpiritual  fenfej  tbey^ 
can  have  no  life  in  them,  and  that  the  words  which  he 
fpake  were  fpirit,  and  life.  How  can  any  profefs  a 
trui  bduf  in  Chrift,  and  at  the  fame  time  deprive 
themfelves  of  this  blcfled  communion  with  him? 
Juftly^  does  our  Lord  lament  the  careleflhefs  and 
pcrverfenefs  of  the  multitude,  in  thefe  affedtionate 
words :  Te  will  not  come  unto  me,  that  ye  may  have 
life.  The  breaking  of  bread  together,  or  receiving 
the  Lord's  fupper^  is  one  folemn  method  of  coming 
wto  him.    In  thisj  we  coipmemoiate  bis  iacrifie^ 
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Upon  ttiecrofi*  It  is  de%iied  to  bring  tadUr  i^ 
jnembnnce  his  dei^th  «nd  paflion,  whkh  naturally 
awaken  in  ua  a  deep  abhorrence  of  our  former 
Jb^  imfiAt.  frefh  refdutiona  of  mniidrnM,  and 
fiioua  defires  to  be  4i^W.  When  our  thoughts  are 
fuitably  engaged  in  this  holy  iirork»  our  hearts,  muft 
•warm  with  gratitude  towards  the  gracious  Author 
of  our  recovery ;  and  breathe  nothing  but  fervent 
piayer»  and  praife.  If  then  this  fdemn  aidt  of 
Worfliip  is  defigacd  to  improve  us  in  all  true  good- 
jie6»  what  poflible  excufe  ean  be  alledged  for  thofe, 
who  wilfully  negltO:  iu  who  continually  turn  their 
backs  upon  it«  as  if  it  were  a  ufelefs  part  of  public 
lervkre;  efpecially  when  w^  view  it  as  a  fqfisive 
€Mmumd  of  Chrift,  which  cannot  be  difobeyod 
without  the  guilt  of  moft  prefumptuous  fin.  They* 
tndefcd*  who  through  a  pure  lenie  of  their  own  un- 
worthinefs*  are  wer  fcrupulous  and  fearful  of  com- 
municating, are  rather  to  be/ir^thanrq>roached; 
but  then  let  all  confider*  and  beware*  left  ib0i  un- 
worthinefs  proceeds  from  wilful  smUmuatue  mjk^ 
any  kind*  or  from  a  fe;icAs^fear  that  obedience  in  this 
refped  will  hinder  them  from  folkiwiiig  many 
favorite,  and  hurtful  pleafures :  woeful  is  the  cafe 
oi  Jiub!  But  where  the  fear  proceeds  from  a 
miftaken  notion  of  the  ordinance  itfeif  i  from  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  weakness  and  depravity 
of  human  nature;  how  little  they  deferve  from 
God,  and  a  truly  religious  dread  of  offmdmg  him ; 
fuch  perfons  will  do  well  to  conlider*  that  by  ftay- 
ing  away*  they  debar  themfelvcs  of  the  moft  likely 
means  to  coaficm  them  .in  a  better  pbtdiena^  and  to 
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fiirwaid  theih  in  all  true  holinefs,  and  that  thete  it 
no  objection  can  be  pkadcd  (rom/ucb  Miiwoithine(a» 
bM  will  equally  hinder  thcni  of  eveiy  benefir  frdm 
aay  other  part  of  religious  worfiiip.  And  laftljr. 
whoever  continues  to  negled  this  duty  from  ipta^ 
rsmcf  of  xht  nature  and  end  of  the  appdintment»  it 
mttft  be  wholly  their  inm  fault  by  not  being  dii|H^ed 
to  4!fic^  and  receive  iftftmSim.  Would  to  God«  chat 
all  who  have  been  hitherto  deficient  in  thia  articlr, 
were  {orcly  pricked  at  kemri,  for  their  fomfter  inconfi* 
derate  condu<fl;  that  they  had  grace  to  come  unto 
me^  their  regular  Minifterj  with  this  important 
queftioUj  What  sHALt  wB  do?  I  humbly  truft  in 
God^  nothing  ifaoukl  be  wanting  on  fVf  part  to  in- 
form theou  Nay^  I  have  frequently  told  you^  mj 
brethren)  that  I  do  not  confider  myfelf  placed  here, 
merely  to  frea^b  to  you^  but  that  I  am  at  mil  iimu 
feady  to  give  yOu  fpititual  advice^  and  confii^ 
lationj  as  your  Own  leifure  fuits,  and  neceffitics 
nquire.  In  this  confifts  the  vdut  of  a  refidest 
minillry ;  would  to  God^  that  many  of  you  were 
iukf  lenfible  of  itj  and  of  the  abundant  opportu* 
Aities  now  afforded  you  of  kmninng  your  duty,  and 
being  efidkUfi^ed  in  it ;  tfaeii  might  ye  happily  efcape 
the  terrible  condemnation  that  certainly  will  over- 
take you,  if  you  perfift  in  flighting  fuch  providen- 
tial bleflings^  and  live  on  in  darknefs  and  iniquity: 
For  now  you  have  no  cloak  for  your  Jin.  May  all  who 
at  this  time  defign  to  obey  Chrifl's  gracious  invita- 
tion, approach  with  gratitude,  and  humility,  to  his 
table.  .Let  us  add  fervent  prayers  to  this  our 
bounden  fervice,  that  we  may  obtain  all  the  benefits 
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of  his  precious  ^eathj  his  glorious  refurredion  and 
afcenfion^  and  the  coming  of  the^  Holy  Ghoft,  of 
all  which  mighty  favors  this  holy  ordinance  was 
inftituted  continually  to  remind  us*  In  it,  we 
have  oiU'Voatd  gifts  continued j  and  the  inward  graces 
promifed.  We  have  only  to  pray,  that  God  would 
firengthen  our  weak  faith,  and  quicken  thefe  graces 
in  Us,  that  we  may  fee,  and  feel  the  great  neceffitj^ 
and  wondrous  mercy  of  our  Redeemer's  death. 
That  this  humble  admonition,  which  my  unfeigned 
regard  for  your  eternal  intercft  induces  me  to 
watch  every  opportunity  of  giving  you,  may  work, 
througli  the  power  of  God's  grace  upon  your 
liearts,  to  determine  you  in  future^  to  a  wife,  and 
Chriftian  condudt  in  this  iropoitant  part  of  your 
religious  vows,  is  my  fincere  and  eflfedhial  prayer 
to  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift.  And  may  the  need- 
ful influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  fo  abundantly 
poured  out  on  all  our  hearts,  that  we  may  daily 
increafe  in  every  Chriftian  virtue,  till  we  are  pro- 
perly prepared  to  join  the  Heavenly  hoft,  and  cele- 
brate the  praife  of  Chrift  to  all  eternity.  Amen, 
in  the  Name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoftj  to 
whom»  be  all  the  Glory  for  ever  and  even   Amem 
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I  John  v.  7. 

For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven ;  the 
Father^  the  fFord,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft^  and  tbefe 
thfee  are  one. 

THERE  is'  nothing  relative  to  the  holy  religion 
we  profefs,  of  whichj  a  Chriftian  fhould  be 
wilfully  ignorant.  Want  of  education^  timej  and 
calentSf  would  inevitably  keep  numbers  unac- 
quainted with  many  valuable  fubje&s  of  religious 
knowledge,  but  for  the  information  they  may  ac- 
quire by  attendii^  the  public  labors  of  their  teach- 
crs«  So  many  ftated  and  happy  opportunities  are 
gracioully  appointed  by  Divine  Providence  for  this 
gbod  end,  that  it  requires  only  diffofttim  in  the 
hearers,  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  that  early 
]nftru<flion9  *which  either  inferior,  or  unfortunate 
circiimftances  of  life,  may  have  denied  them. 

The  words  of  the  text  contain  a  doArine,  moft 
highly  nece0ary  for  all  Chriftiana  to  believe:  in 
honor  of  which,  the  wifdom  of  the  Church  hath 
judgecl  pro|>er  to  appoint  a  particular  day,  and 
fervice.     It  is  called  the  Fellival  o(  the  Trinity^  and 
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U  of  v^ry  ancient  ufage^  having  been  regularly 
obferved  for  many  ages.  That  your  appreheniion 
of  what  I  have  to  fay  on  this  occafion,  may  be  as 
complete  as  pofliblej  I  will  begin  with  the  mtamng 
of  the  wofd.  It  is  derived  from  the  Latin  tongue^ 
and  in  its  literal  acceptation^  is  ufed  to  exprefs  the 
numhtT  three.  It  is  a  term  em|iloyed  in  the  fcience 
of  fchool  divinity,  to  denote  the  incomprehenfible 
union  of  the  three  perfons  of  the  Godhead.  The 
occaiion  of  z  particular  feafon  being  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  this  feail,  was  this.  As  ill  clfc 
carlieft  times,  the  praifes  of  the  Holy  Trinity  iMgap 
every  day  fet  forth  in  the  doxolqgy,  the  hymns,  and 
creeds ;  the  Church  concluded  it  fuperfluous,  to  fee 
apart  ^ftated  day,  for  what  was  punAually  honottd 
a^^y  day*  But  when  the  A/iak  herefy  •  agaifift 
this  dodrine,  began  to  fpread,  when  this  divine 
myftery,  which  real  Chriftians  venerate  as  the  moft 
Cflential  principle  of  their  faith,  was  blafphemotifly 

*  «  Aiitti  vaB  a  Priflft  of  the  Chnidi  of  Afexandrii^  la  At 
TOfn  of  the  Enperor  ConftaQtioe,  about  300  years  after  Chrift  I 
t  m4n  of  a  fubUe  genius^  and  great  ekxjuenoe  of  (pcech,  Thp 
bhfphemy  of  his  herefy  confifts  in  denying  the  co-equali^, 
and  c0-«ternity  of  the  Son  with  the  Father;  which  in  other  wor^ 
is  denying  him  the  attributes  of  the  Divine  nature^  and  coofe* 
qveodjr,  that  we  cannot  worfhip  him  as  (M.  It  is  icamkaUe^ 
that  this,  and  every  othef  impious  doftxioe,  when  dofely  traced^ 
will  be  jfound  to  originate  in  eftvy,  and  nvorUly  ofpofitwM ;  principks 
of  a  diabolical  and  tufbalent  quality,  and  which  cannot  exift  in  a 
Mnd  duly  influenced  by  geneine  piety ;  for  it  is  well  known  duit 
whatiecited  Alius  c»  propagate  }^  impioos  opinion^  was/nUlrin 
kesog  thought  MigUaid,  and  becanfe  another  was  advanced  bete 
luigi;  whom  he  held  inferior  lo  himfclf  in  merit.*   * 
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atOBicked^  then»  inoppofition  to  fuchdbuttf  ndf^ 
chiefs  and  to  guard  as  much  as  poiTible  agadnft  its^ 
gIOwth^  the  Church  concluded  it  expedient^  frdm 
that  unhappy  period,  to  •  mak^  the  fub}e&  of  the 
Bieiled  Trinity  a  fcrvice  of  more  marie  J  re(pe&f 
and  though^  as  before  obfenred,  it  iras  daily  oele-; 
brated  in  the  public  offices  of  devotion,  yet  (he  now 
judged  that  it  nligbt  be  provable  to  render  it  a 
JipsTiOi  day  of  folemn  meditation. 

As  to  the  time  of  the  year  in.  which  it  is  kept, 
the  ynqoiriety  of  it  is  evident  on  /A^. account;  trt* 
oaiaft  after  our  Lard's  afcenfion  into  Heaven,  and 
hiiimg  &lfilled  his  promife'  of  fending  the  Holy 
Ghoft  to  enlighten  his  Apoftles,  and  promote  the 
eiiabliihmeat  of  his  Church  on  earth,  a  Aiiler 
knowledge  of  divine  thb^s  cdn&quently  took  pbcc*; 
than  could  poiBbty  have  teen  obtained^  in  equai 
degree,  b^re  this  infpiracion  of .  the  Hoky  Spirits 
Accordingly,  the  Church  having  dedicated  the  pre^ 
ceding  folemn  feftivals  to  the  honor  of  each  porfim 
fep^tn^ety,  and  thereby  acknowledged  the  Unify  ;|p 
Tfimfy,  it  w^  now  thought  highly  feasfonabk,  (par« 
ticularly  for  the  reafons  pre-advancedi  to  concliidtr 
thefe  ferious  fervicesd)y  one  additiDn4  fraft  ^ft 
honor  of  the  Holy  Trinity  together^  which  delebit'* 
tion  wie  now  diftinguiih  by  the  Trinity  it^  Unity. 

Having,  I  hope,  aflfoided  you  fuSicirnt  inibrma* 
tion  as  to  the  kiftsfj^  cfiht  day,  I  will  juft  take  nottc<^ 
of  a  cotqmoa  objedzbn,  that  the  oppofers  of  the 
dcicbrine  it  waaiinRituted  to  commemorate,  have 
been  accuftomed  S»^empIoy ;  and  I  fliall  then  prQ-. 
cflcd  to  examine.*<he  do^ine  i^/2^  as  rfar  as  it.caqf 
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afford  an  objeA  of  human  enqutiy*  and  as  it  is  an 
cflential  article  of  faith  in  every  genuine  Chriftian. 
It  has  been  weakly  obferved^  by  fome»  that  the 
term  by  which  we  denominate  this  dodrine  in  which 
we  profcfs  ta  believe^  muft  neceflfarily  be  objec- 
tionable, becaufe  we  cannot  produce  authority  of 
Scripture  for  its  ufe.  Further,  that  it  is  a  mere 
term  of  art^  the  invention  of  tfie  fchpol-men,  and 
in  itfelf  conveys  no  valuable  intelligence  to  the 
generality  of  hearers  or  readers,  in  reply  to  which 
tfiBing  charge,  we  may  with  truth  aflert,  that  i^ei- 
ther  are  many  other  "woxA^  to  be  adualiy  found  in 
Holy  Scripture,  which  ncycrthelefs  arc  pcrfeilly 
fcriptural  in  their  application,  and  have  been  con- 
ftantfy  employed,  in  all  ages  of  the  Chriftian  Churclu 
to  reprefent  the  moft  eflential-  dodrines  of  our  reli*- 
gious  faith.  It  would  anfwer  no  good  purpofe  to 
tiefpaft  upon  your  time,  by  enlarging  on  this  head 
at  prefent ;  one  inftance  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  my 
remark,  as  well  as  many.  For  example,  as  the 
^rd  DIVINITY,  is  no  where  to  be  found  through- 
out all  Scripture,  it  rhay  as  truly  be  excepted  to,  as 
this  in  queftion ;  and  yet  the  learned  have  adopted 
ic  as  a  fingle  term  wheveby  to  fignify,  (i.)  the  Su-  i 
pt)enie  Beingi  or. Deity,  the  Caufe  df  caufes,  or  God 
HimfelC  fa.)  We  ufe  th\%  latter  word  to  fpecify 
our  Savior^s  participation  of  the  nature,  and  excel- 
lence of  C^d,  as  diftinguilhable  from  his  bitmamtj, 
or  mortal natve.  And  (3.)  we  ufe  it  as  comprehend- 
ing the  general  knowledge  of  divine  or  heavenly 
things.  In  like  manner  the  wwd  Trinity,  has 
been  univeffally  adopted  by  Divines  and  Religious 
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ftofcflbfs,  to  include  the  union  of  the  three  Bleffed 
Perfons  of  the  Godhead.     The  doOrine.  however, 
which  is  implied  in  the  expreflion,  can  never  ma-^ 
terially  fuffcr,   even  though   the  term  itfelf  was 
proy^  exceptionable^  but  as  it  has  been  warranted* 
by  the  authority  of  time,  and  the  ufage  of  the  moft 
judicious,  and  chriftian  writers,  it  has  every  clami 
to  propriety  that  can  be  defired  ;  being  ftridlly 
grounded    in   the   analogy  of  language,    or   the 
likenefs  of  things  by  means  of  fuitable  figns :  in ; 
other  words,  it  is  that  fign  in  language,  whereby 
we  comprehend,  in  a  fingle  word,  the  myfterious 
concord  of  the  Godhead  or  Divine  Nature.    And. 
there  would  be  equally  as  fufficient^reafon  to  objeft 
to  the  undivided  nature  of  God>  becaufe  m^n  have 
been  accuftomcd  icr  exprefs  this  defcription  of  the 
Supreme,  by  the  word  Unity  of  the  Godhead,  as; 
to  deny  the  feveral  offices  of  his  nature,  becaufe  we 
fig^ify   this  article  of  belief,    by  calling  it  the 
Trinity^ 

But  the  truth  and  importance  of  the  dcSlrine,  is 
what  principally  concerns  us ;  the  other  is  an  un- 
profitable conteft  about  tvcrds.     Concerning  this, 
then,  three  points  arc  neceflary  to  be  confidcred^ 
and  eftablifhed.     (i.)   Whether    the    dodlrine    is- 
clearly  laid  down  in  fcripture,     (2.)  Whether  we 
are  bound  to  believe  what  we  do  not  entirely  com-- 
fubend.    And  (3.)  Whether  becaufe  a  thing  is  above 
our  reafon  (or  prefent  mental  powers  of  under^ . 
Handing)  it  is  therefore  to  be  deemed  ipfonfijiepl  ^ 
with  reafon,  apd  not  a  proper  objed  of  religious 
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ftutb.     To  each  of  thefc  points  Iwill  (peak  pfainl/i 
and  as  bricRy  as  pollible. 

llic  whole  of  this  dotfbrinc  is  particularly  relatedj 
and  guarded  in  the  Creed  appointed  for  the  fervicc 
of  this  dayj  which  bears  the  name  of  Athanasius. 
And  as  the  contents  of  this  celebrated  Formule,  fo 
nearly  concerns  the  prcfent  fubjedt,  it  may  be  pro- 

'  per  to  give  you  a  fhort  account  of  it.  I  am  aware, 
it  has  been  faftiionable  at  different  periods^  and  to 
this  day,  among  the  merely  nominal^  fcrupulous,  or 
ill-gi'ounded  numbers  of  Chijflians,  to  raife  objec- 

.  tions  againft  this  Creed,  and  (as  is  conimonly  the 
cafe)  by  way  of  vilifying  the  doSrine^  to  a^erfc  the 
mabot.  But  when  it  is  on  one  hand  properly  con- 
fidered,  that  this  Creed  was  written  to  oppofe  thd 
moft  blafphembus  dtid  antichriftian  tenets  that  ever 
were  difleminated,  and  to  inform  and  confirm 
Chriftians  in  the  circumftantial  knowledge  of  theif 
ptreft  faith :  and  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  is  cha- 
ritably weighed,  that  the  Author  of  it  was  traduced 
for  no  other  caufc  but  for  his  exemplary  conftancy 
in  Handing  out  againft  a  hoft  of  bitter  enemies,  who 
had  impioufly  and  boldly  denied  the  Divinity  of  the 
S€n  ifGvJ:  the  judgment  of  all  ferious  and  candid 

.  perfons,  muft  take  a  different  turn  from  that  of 
hafty,  and  mif-groundcd  cenfure.  Of  the  truths 
contained  in  the  Creed  itfelf,  more  will  be  faid 
when  we  come  to  take  a  view  of  the  fupport  they 
have  in  Scripture.  Of  the  Per/on,  to  whom  the 
compofttion  of  it  is  afcribed,  it  may  be  neccflary 
M  4)bfcrve  thus  far.    One  of  the  higheft  authority 
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toY  piety  and  learning  *,  affords  us  this  fliort,  biit 
(atisfadtory  account  of  him,  •^  From  the  time  of 
his  cortfecration  to  be  Arch  Bilhop,  during  the 
long  ahd  trying  fpice  of  fi-ic  and  Forty  years,  and 
td  the  liteft  hour  of  his  life  in  this  world,  they 
never  fuffered  him  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  a 
peaceful  day.  Under  four  fuccelTiye  Emperots, 
he  fuffered  the  mbft  grievous  perfecutidn  fot-  hid 
faithful,  and  intrepid  condudl.  Nay,  unable  to 
difprove  the  peffpiciiity  and  po\frer  of  his  rea- 
fonirig,  they  had  recourfe  to  calumny  of  his  pri^i 
vate  charadlef ;  Crimes  were  laid  to  his  charge» 
i¥hich  in  quality,  and  number,  were  enough,  if 
true,  to  have  rendered  him  odibu^  in  the  fight 
'  of  all  men  to  the  ehd  of  time.  And  though  his 
'  y^S^^  ^^''e  ftlM'ays  in  the  number  of  his  accujers^ 
'  yet  the  pofitive  teftimony  of  their  utmoft  vini^ 
'  lence,  pfoved  nothitig  but  difgrace  tb  ibem,  and 
'  triumph  to  kmfelf.*^  It  Wis  not  probable  In^ 
deed,  that  fuch  a  ilrenuous  champion  for  the,ho^ 
hour  of  God,  slrid  the  eternal  nature  of  hi&  beloved 
Son,  as  Athanafius  was,  {hould  be  addidted  to  thef 
tnoft  abottiinable  vices  that  can  mark  the  ch^rafter 
of  a  reprobate :  but  it  is  far  ifiore  likely,  that  they 
who  could  be  fo  cafily  prevarled  upon  to  caft  off 
the  true  catholic  faith,  ihould  yield  to  the  malevo- 
lent prlAice  df  detradtion,  againft  one  efpecially^ 
whrt  fingly  reproached  their  foul  apojiacy,  arid  ex^ 
pbfed  the  fubtle  ddufidns  of  their  falfe,  iind  im<^ 
pious  tenetsi 
The  creed  of  Atlianafius  then,  holds  out  no  tndr< 

*  The  jtldkicKU  ind  venerable  Hooker,  Book  c.  3444 
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tqusj  than  docs  the  word  of  God.  It  only  brings 
into  one  point  of  view^  what  is  difperfed  in  Jevetal 
fari4  of  the  Holy  volume.  It  places  the  n\yftcrics 
of  the  Blefled  ^Trinity  in  fuch  a  ligKtj.  as  naay  af- 
ford a  cornpetcht,  and.  open  profeffion  in,  the 
Church,  of.  our  folencin  bcUf f  of  Chrift's  Divinity ; 
in  oppoQtion  to  the  nnoft  detcftabk  and  fatal  of 
alt  herefies  wl^atever.  In  other  words,  it  declares 
oyr  belief  that  there  is  one  God  in  three  diftin^ 
Pcrfons,  viz.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  GhoA;  aod 
for  this  we,  have  exprefs  authority  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, which  fpcaking  of.the^  three,  doies  always 
dU]tingui(h  them  by  f«p3rate.c|iara(flera^  or  officer* 
But. it  is  time  to  advance,  thq  ,^i^» 

Copious  arc  the  teftinfop^^  ofScriptjurci  t^  this 
po^ijt»  Amoifg  their  nuii>bers^  the  foUp.wiog»  fo 
eajfy  t9be  reiQpmbered  by  you  all^  will  now  fufliff. 
In  the  form,  of  adminiftering  the  Sacrament  of 
Bapfifift,,  Sp.  Matthpwthus  diftinguiftes  thefeve- 
ral  perfons  in  the  Trinity,  ch,  xxviii.  ver»  19.  as 
fpcfjfipiiiy  Chrift,'^  own  words :  Goye,  and  ie^b  M 
nations^  iapiizifig  them  in  the  name  of  the  Fath5R> 
an^cf  the  Son,  a>ui  ofth^  Hoj.y  Gho^t^  And  that 
folcrnn  bleffing  with  which  Sti?  Paul  conc]ude$ .  his^ 
fccpnd. Epiftle  to  ,thf  Cor.  cb.  xiii.  vcr.  14.  fup- 
plies  another  powerful,  teftimony  of  the  fame  difr 
tinSwu  The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesits  Christ,  and 
th^  LOVE  OF  GoD>  andthefeUowfhif  of  the  HotY 
Qhost,  mull  be  allow0  moft  pointedly  to  ni^fk 
the  different  titles  which  defcribe  thcfc  Perfons; 
and  further,  the  three  witneiTcs  in  Heaven,  fo  plain- 
ly mentioned  in  my  text^  viz.    the  Fath^^  the 

*   Word, 


Wdrfl,  tmd  the  Spirit,  do  ^vondefftiHy  confirta  the 
^cfialnty  6f  the  ddftrihfe. 

It  hoW  rdfti^ins,  that  we  Ihould  alfb  Ithew  frtfAi 

Scri|ituf€«  that  each  Holy  Pcrfon  fo  drfcribed,  h 

TRotY  GdD:  And  this  thfe  facred  Oracles  do  in- 

■^iQsiitably  tf^litre,  by  inftahcmg  the  fevdral  naniei, 

•J>r^rtics,  and  perfedions  which  neceflTarily  ?^- 

kfig  to  G6d»   and  cartnot  poUibly  be  afctibed  to 

iny  Inferior  tteing.     For,  firft,  refpedii^  the  ^- 

^Md  perfon  in  the  Holy  Trinity ;    the  Sbi^,  6r 

WkiRD  of  God :  St.  John  tnoft  clearly  alferts  his 

•tWc  to  Dhihiiyi  in  thefe  memorable  words,  ch.  i. 

^ct.  I .  In  the  hegin$tifrg  ^as  the  Word,  hnd  the  Word 

^ai  tuiih  God,  and  the  Word  was  GbD.     St.  V^\ 

^dbclares  nb  lefs  exprefsly  in  iftdf  Tim.  ch-  iii.  vet. 

x6.  T&tf/  God  was  mamfeftfd  fn  the  flejb  (hieaniti^ 

That  the  Divine  nature  was  in  the  Son  of  Man,  the 

Man  Chrift  Jefus)  reconciling  the  world  unto  bimfelf. 

'Agiin,  Rom.  ch.  ix.  ver.  5.  That  Chrift  is  oter  all 

hlejfed  for  ever  %  and  in  Heb.  ch.  iv.  ver.  12.  72^^/ 

the  Word  of  God  (which  liuy  be  here  interpreted 

iSftht  S6U)  is /harper  than  a  two-edged  Jvjord^  And  is 

•^  d^cemer  4f  the  thoughts  and  intentions  of  the  heart. 

Now  no  one  can  know  the  thoughts  of  the  heart 

but  God.     St.  John  again,  in  ch.  v.  ver.  26.  af- 

cribes  the  chief  attribute  of  the  Deity  to  Chrift, 

viz.  his  ETERNAL   BEING.     For  as  the  Father  hath 

^e  hi  himfelf  fo  bath  the  Son  life  in  himfelf.     He  is  the 

fame,  and  his  years  Jhall  not  fail,  faith  St.  Paul,  Heb. 

ch.  i.  ver.  12.    And  St.  John,  ch.  x.  ver.  15.  af- 

"firmeth  another  attribute  of  the  Divine  natui'c  to 

be  bis  right,  and  that  is  perfe^icn  of  all  knowledge. 
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^  the  Fatbtr  kwmetb  me,  Jo  know  I  the  Faiber^ 
Whereby  he  maketh  no  manner  (»f  difference  a^ 
to  the  extent  of  their  intelligence  of  all  things. 
At\^  to  clofe  ^hjs  lift  of  Divine  properties  belong* 
ing  to  the  Son,  to  him  is  giver^  the  whole  wprk  of 
preation  itfelf.  Fo^  All  things,  (fay$  the  fame  evan- 
gelical defender  of  Chrift's  Divinity)  John  ch.  i. 
ye^,  3.}  were,  made  by  him,  amf  wUbout  bim  was  nqt 
jmy  thing  formed  that  was^  made.  Again,  in  ch.  y. 
yer,  23.  we  are  commanded  to  b(inour  the  Son  as  w 
bonoKT  the  F^ben  and  in  the  wondrous  I^evelations 
affofded  to  this  favoured  ApolUe,  it  was  fhewn 
Jjim*  Rev,  ch.  vii.  vcn  ip.  that  the  glorified  faints 
ilbove,  fing  thciv  Hallelujahs,  or  fpngs  of  praife,  jp» 
iefs  $0  the  Jjamb,  than  to  God  the  Father,  for  ever  mifl 
evei^.  It  is  needlef^  to  multiply  the  evidence  fpr 
this  important  truth,  as  what  has  been  already 
prqd^icpdji  muft  (lamp  convidion  of  it  very  fully 
pn  the  mind  of  every  hi?mble,  and  devout  iftr 
guirer. 

As  to  the  titles,  perfe(Stions,  and  mighty  ppweis 
attributed  to  the  third  Holy  Perfon,  in  the  ever 
adorable  Trinity,  they  are  equally  clear,  numerous, 
and  perfuafive.  For  1  ft,  the  Apoftle  St,  Peter  doth 
cxprefsly  ftyle  Lying  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  the 
fame  a^  lying  to  God,  whofe  Divine  Spirit  he  i$. 
And  St.  Paul,  i  Cor.  iii.  ^6.  doth  yri;h  equal 
juftnefs  argue*  that  becaufe  the  bodies  of  ftncece 
and  humble  Chriftians  are  the  Temples  of  the  fAfy 
pHO^Tf  they  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  the  Temples  of 
pQD,  I(  you  require /«r/A^  marks  of  his  poflefs* 
ipg  the  peculiar  attributes  of  the  Deity,  what 
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plainer  charader  of  his  Divinity  can  be  delivered* 
than,  Ti&J/  beteacbetb  all  things,  guidetb  into  allirusbi 
foreteUeth  tbmgs  to  come ;  andjearcbttb  all  things,  turn 
ibe  deep  things  of  God.  All  which  properties  are  po- 
fitively  related  of  him  in  the  Holy  Scriptures^  and 
if  any  thing  can  poffibly  ftrengthen  this  defcrip* 
tion^  it  is  his  being  particularly  called  the  spirit 
OP  God,  in  direfb  oppofition  to  thcj^in/  of  man. 
This  the  Apoflle  illullrates  fully,  i  Con  ii.  ii« 
For  as  a  man's  own  Ipirit  can  only  know  the  things 
concerning  himfelf  Jo  the  things  of  God  knoweth  m 
num,  hut  the  Spirit  of  God ;  from  which  reafoning, 
the  Apoftle  concludes  (as  before  obferved)  that 
they  who  a6t  according  to  the  fpirit,  are  truly  call- 
ed the  Temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  or,  as  he  terms 
it  elfewhere,  the  Temples  of  God,  for  the  Tmple 
of  God  is  holy,  wbqfs  Temple  ye  are  i  i  Cor.  iii.  17* 
laftly,  in  regard  to  the  Divine  honours  due  unto 
the  Son,  as  fpecified  both  in  the  Apoftles  blefling» 
and  the  form  of  Baptifm ;  fo  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
equally  joined  with  God  the  Father,  and  the^M,  in 
thofe  fcriptural  teilimonies  of  their  equality.  And 
as  neither  the  leaft  degree  of  fenfe  or  reafon  will 
admit  that  God  xpould  impart  his  Glory  to  another,  fo 
the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  thereby  equally 
eftablifhcd.  And  indeed,  if  we  had  only  the  fol- 
lowing lingle  text  in  point,  it  would  have  been 
abundantly  fufficient  to  prove  the  fadt,  viz.  That 
there  is  a/»  againji  Him,  which  is  f aid  itf  be  forgive^ 
neither  in  this  world,  nor  in  the  wcrld  to  come.  Now 
this,  in  no  refpeft,  could  be  aflerted  of  any  .other 
being  but  God,  bccaufe  it  is  impoflible  that  fuch 
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offence  could  ever  be  committed  againft  a  l(ni^ 
order  rfDetng.  The  whole  of  our  belief  then,  con- 
cerning the  ever  BlefTed  Trinity,  may  be  comprifcd 

*  in  thcfe  few  words  of  the  firft  article  of  our  Church. 
*'_That  there  is   but  one  living,  and  true  God, 

-^*  everlafting,  without  body  (that  is,  any  form  of 
V  which  we  can  have  idea)  without  parts,  or  paf- 

•*'  fions  (that  is,  any  divided  fubftance,  or  ppffiblc 
degree  of  fuffcring)  but  of  infinite  power,  wif- 
dom,  and  goodnefs,  the  Maker  and  Prefervcr  of 
all  things,  both  vifible  and  invifible,  and  in  the 

'^*  unity  of  this  ^Godhead,  there  be  three  Perfons, 

^'  of  one  fubftance,   power,   and   eternity.    The 

'Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  or  in  other  words, 

"The  Trinity  in  Unity. 

It  having  now,  I  truft,  been  fufBciently  made 

-clear  to  you,  that  this  dodrine  is  trxAy  Jcriptural: 

'The  fecond  objection  prefents  itfelf  for  our  examj- 

^-nation,  viz.  2.  WhHber  this  heing  a  myftery  we  can 
it  culpable  fir  not  believing  it. 

Now  a  myftery  being  fomething  above  the  pow- 
ers of  human  underftanding  (that  is,  involving 
fome  fecret  meaning)  the  queftion  is,  how  far  we 

•are  bound  to  give  our  affcnt,  to  what  we  do  not 
comprehend.  To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  deep 
things  of  God  are  necessarily  myfterious,  and  in 

-this  confifts  the  bicffing  of  a  Divine  Revelatimi 
and  the  very  nature  of  Faiib.     For  faith  is  defined 

hy  the  Apoftle  to  be  the  evidence  0/ things  noi/een.  Now 
becaufe  it  is  impoflible,  that  in  our  prefcnt  weak 
and  limited  condition,  we  can  intimately  difcern 
the  unfearchable   wifdom   of  the  Almighty,  he 

has 


im  Jjflpn  ^pljcafcd  xo  reveal,  or  roakp  JcoQuca^tvcie 
thin^  ,a^  j^Qpfir  ^bjcds  pf  jqut  faith ;  >to  .eKei:Qi(e 
pur^^ufnilitx,  ^nd  to  itnpioYc  and  Tftrccgthflp  wr 
trvft  in  IJipi.  And  as  wc  muft  be  Jure,  tim  tfec 
Sqrlpture  13  ,the  word  pf  |pQd»  we  are  thisr^fefe 
ftri(^ly  bound  to  believe  \(^hatever  is  deliviHtd 
thereip,  to  )»  n^Qj0ary  far  ostr /alvatioH.  FwiJicr, 
9s  we  cannot  be  infenfiblej  that  .we  axe  i^oaipf^f^t 
of  ourfelves  aloine,  to  mcrftixur  falv^tion;  we  van^ 
not  poflib]/  encojjrage  any  valuable  hope  of  it  un- 
lefs  we  believe  in  Him  wbmn  God  h^thjM :  and  )f 
it  is  true,  that  we  cfin  receive  pardon  of  mm  but 
Him»  in  whom  alone  there  is  any  life  or  h^ppineft. 
In  truth,  if  we  need  p^rdoii  from  Him  only,  whom 
mly  we  have  (fended  (that  is,  to  whom,  ^y  a  de«- 
praved  nature,  we  are  become  hateful.  He  being 
all  perfediqn)  confequently  it  is  to  Godpnly  th^t  m: 
mu^  lopl^.  It  jcan  be  np  leisa  Being  th^t  h^s 
faved  us,  pr  tl^at  cot^ld  dp  ;t.  This,  indeed,  Gpd> 
by  the  ififpired  teachjqgof  bis  Servants,  has  poiU 
tively  feyealed,  or  declared  to  be  the  cafe,  V^k^ 
He  w^s  in  Cbr0  JeJkSy  reconcilipg  tke  world  mto  i£n- 
Jelf.  Here,  then,  is  the  gr^nd  article  of  oqr  Faitb> 
on  which  the  hope  of  Chriftian  glpry  r^fts ;  t^nd 
this  (however  wonderful  th?  myftery)  we  npifi  he^ 
Meve.  Qreat^  in  truth,  f?iith  the  Apqftle,  is  /Ar 
nyfiery  ofQodlinefs  (or  of  man's  redempt^pii.)  Th^ 
pride,  ignor?^nce,  an<)l  perverfenefs  of  i^on^  indeed> 
ever  have  been  fo  notorious,  that  ^apy  fuppofe 
tjtiemfelves  excufeable  for  difbe^kving  ^very  Uung 
but  wh^t  tb?y  poUtively  behold  wi,th  tb^v  outwi^rd 
ieu&s  i  90^^  wie  j^4  (hi9  i^  ifUgtosimU  9^  nature 
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to  tlic  grcateft  length,  even  in  the  conduft 
rf onc'oFChrift's  own  difciples,  on  which  occafion 
ourBleifed  Mafter  exalts  the  value  oi  faith y  in  the 
direAeft  terms :  Thomas ^  htcauje  thou  baftjeen  tne,  thou 
hffi  believed^  tteffed  are  thfy  who  ha^e  notjem^  imija 
ietUxre. 

Nor,  in  faft,  caii  any  thing  be  more  abfurd,  prc- 
fuming,  or  dangerous,  than  to  encourage  an  utibe- 
lief  of  God's  ways  or  dealings,  becaufe  they  are 
MYSTERIOUS.  For  what  is  alt  nature  but  a  myf- 
tcry  ?  And  if  we  will  believe  nothing  but  what  we 
thoTMghfy  tender/land,  we  may  even  deny  the  evidence 
of  ov^r/enfej.  For  as  our  Lord  illuftrates  the  way 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  the  minds  of  men,  by  the 
ptaineft  of  comparifons ;  fo  may  we  as  well  deny 
the  power  of  the  wind,  or  air,  becaufe  we  knov 
not  whence  it  ecmeth,  or  whither  it  goeth ;  or  the  genial 
virtue  of  the  fun  upon  the  earth ;  becaufe  we  can- 
not fee  minutely  how  it  operateth  on  ^ariotis  matter 
(though  the  effeSI  of  both  declare  the  power  of  their 
caufe,  to  detnonftration)  as  to  doubt  the  truth  of 
God's  wonderful  revelations  of  Himfelf,  becaufe 
we  do  not  thoroughly  comprehend  his  fevcral  dif- 
penfations  and  methods  of  adling,  and  how  tbejc 
things  ran  he.  Marvellous,  no  doubt,  are  the  mani- 
fold myftcrics  of  God's  love  to  man,  and  to  the  full 
as  much  above  his  prefent  fliallow  abilities  com-' 
plctely  to  account  for,  as  is  the  clear  and  perfcft 
knowledge  of  God's  triune  nature,  or  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity.  As  for  example,  the  incama- 
tion  of  the  Son  of  God ;  the  neceflity  and  all-fuffi- 
cient  piapitiatKHiof  his  death ;  theiecret  power  of 

his 


hh  wiiracks;  the  aflbnifhing  exertion  of  God*s 
mny^  in  order  to  fatisfy  his  jujliie ;  the  creation  of 
this  world  and  all  things  in  it;  the  kingdom  of 
Satan ;  phe  kingdom  of  grace ;  thefe  are  among  the 
ihipentlotis  myfteries  ivhich  even  the  Angehdefire  't9 

«  ft 

iookintoi  and  if  they  are  too  hard  for  themj  fhall 
ws  thai  are  made  hnver  tbun  tbey\  on  purpofe  to  be 
crowned  with  glory  through  faUb  in  the  truths 
and  power  of  God^  (halt  W£  dart  alide,  ^  and  forfeit 
.all  our  happinefs>  becaufe  thefe  deep  things  of  Go4 
dude  the  flender  powers'  of  human  reafon  ?  And 
if  with  aih  the  furprifing  faculties^  with  which  the 
Creator  hath  endowed  his  creatures ;  if  after  all  our 
learning,  ftudy,  indu firry  to  cultivate  thofe  gifts, 
and  the  experience  of  ages  added  to  the  utmcA 
penetration  of  the  brighteft  genius  or  capacity,  the 
commoneft  operations  of  the  animal  and  vegetable 
world  exceed  our  knowledge,  and  lead  us  to  adore 
and  magnify  the  wifdom  of  the  Almighty  Author, 
whofe  ways  are  faji finding  eut  i  is  it  at  all' furprifing, 
that  we  fhould  be  incompetent  to  judge,  or  reafon, 
upon  what  the  human  e^e  bath  never  Jeen,  nor  ear 
beard,  nor  can  enter  into  tbe  beart  or  imagination  of  a 
mtere  mortal  creature  to  conceive  ?  Is  it  a  rational  plea 
for  infidelity,  that  we  do  not  exadly  comprehend  the 
inyftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  particular  manner 
of  the  exiftence  of  the  three  perfons  in  the  Divine. 
Nature?  Surely,  none  who  have  any  becoming 
icnfe  of  their  own  deplorable  imperfections  at  the 
very  heji,  but  will  confefs  their  infufficiency  for  tbefe 
things,  and  humbly  exclaim  with  the  Pfalmift, 
C^p^ix,  6.  Stt(b  inowkd^  is  too  topnderfid for  me,  it 

is 


^i$  Jngb»  J  um%t  ^tmn  WH^  itt  or  'with  'Hdlf  Jtib, 
saiEXiltv.  32.  Tifoi'sMch  J  Jie  ^gtt^  }ti^  STbiu  -hk  io 
.ietiive.  For  thus  is  the  AilAi^ity  rrefSUftncod  to 
.uqgue  with  thb'Uprilgbt  (etvtut,  'xxatii.t^'Iluriim 
^witom^  O  yob;:ftandftitt^  md  ^nn^iiir  the  'umJrHu 
\w9iks^G^.  Thuadidihewiftftiaitdbeft^Ma 
Jtifaittiit  their  nifii4khc  of  f^afon  to  ^  daiBziHig 
bUxe  Qf  D^viae  mtdl^g^Kx !  Thus  did  ithc/Moft 
^U^  voudtiCirfe  ^to  a^gue  with  chc  tfims  of  tecSi 
reren  coneeriiing  this  Jubbmmy  'wtifuUrsi  hbw  ahtei 
j>vi(hoQt  impious  ^rrogancc^  and  excefs  of  feBjr» 
ihaii  we  dare  to  difjpute  the  propriety  and  i&crct 
•,relatioiis  of  heavenhf  things  ? 

JRrom  what  I  have  offered  upon  this  fecmid  hcadj 
I  hope  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  it  is  iby  no 
means  unreafonable  to  bHieve  the  things  which  Gqd 
•has  thought  proper  to  reveal  to  us  of  the  EHvine 
.jMture,  although  at  preftat^  We  cannot /«/f|r  m»- 
yebeni  them.     The  third  partioulifr  I  promifdd  to 
coniider,  wasi  whether  becaufe  a  thing  (tirpaflhslwr 
limited  powers  of  underftandiag,  that  therefore  ic 
onull  be  efteemed  as  immffijhm  with  peifecl  reafon. 
.Havf  this  we  m«ift  as  pofitively  dmf^  unlefs  We  can 
fuppofe  that  God^  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  fe«foB» 
would  propofe  a  thing  to  cMradiS  it,  which  is 
fo  monftrous  an  hypotheiis>  that  it  is  quite  fuper- 
.£4lous  to  dwell  upon  it.    The  few  ^olFawtng  ob- 
fcrvations  willj  I  truil,  remove  all  doubt  upon  the 
fubjed.     The  mod  >perfe(ft  religion^  then,  is  only 
another  name  for  the  iift  reajon^  impriDved  tq  its 
higheft  degree  of  excellency  and  the  fiiblimeft  rea- 
fon, which  is  only  the  union  of  truth  axidigood 
ft  fcnfci 
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fenfi^  liriU  lead  us.  naturaltjr  to  RtvH^^^  fSr^rca* 
(ba  .is  modeft,  and  knows  its  fphere;  reafbndbes^ 
neveroppofe  the  value  of  myfterifes;  nordotnyf^ 
ceric8  contradid  rcafon^  in  thegenmncmeaflmg'of  ^ 
the  word ;  on  the  contrary^  reaibn  teaches  us/  bjr  ^ 
daily. experience,  that.as  our  capacities  are  j£«rV)f^  ot  ' 
haimded^  and  the  perfedliofis  oi'tht^TMiyinfmUei  or  ' 
uifhuikkii,  the  latter  mu  ft  confeqdentl/  he-'oAove^ur  * 
re0cb^    And  as  natural  light  did  never  yet  (in  the^ 
mind  of  a.truly^  wife  man)  pretend  to  equal  the- 
Divim  lights  fo  there  can  be.  na  ju«(l  ground  ^rom-  * 
realbi^  to  difpute  cm:  diibelieve  a  do&rine^  which  ^ 
we  haye  all  imaginable  caufe  to^  think;  has  been  ' 
paspoled  to  us,  for  the  wifdft  *ends ;  altbbugh- we** 
Hid  our :  pvefeht  facukies  are  notXufficiefit  to  con- 
ceive theiMnm^r* 

As  £ur  a&>God  has  thought  proper/  or  needftrh 
ho  hat  vouohfsfol  •  to /^a^  our  reafon*  to-  admit  the" 
certainty  of  his  revelationj  even*  upon  this  difficult 
fubjeft ;  and  this  appears  moft  enfttnently,  in'  the  - 
very  words  of  the  vcrfe  that  follows*  my  text,  where 
by.axomparifon  that  is /^^/ to  reafon,  and  drawn ~ 
from;the  cufti^ms  of  mankind^'  He  condefccnds  to 
addi  ths^t  a&  the  three  perfons  in  the  Trinity ,'  bear 
record  in  Heaven  as  to  this  particular  defcription 
of  the  nature  of  God,  (viz.  thQ  Fafber,,  by  whomfthe 
defy^  of. our  faLvation  was- farmed^,  and. who  oreveakrd 
it  fo  early  loithe  prophets ;  the  Son^  or  Divine  Word, 
whefo  great  buiitiefs  it  was  by  fuch  wonderful  hu^ 
imliatioos,  and  iufTerings,  to  bring  it  into  exeeutun, 
and  iomplfitc  ii,\  and  ;the  >£&z^  G^^i  whoy^M^.it^  aod^ 
^fflkf.it   o  Ji^elievars J. and  thatastbtf^threean-onef 
^  m 


in  tht  agreement  of  their  teftimonyi  €6  ire.th^ 
likewife  in  the  perfeAion  of  their  nature;  and  each 
worthy  of  fuch  divine  honors  as  cannot  be  com-' 
municated  to  any  creature:  and  thus  in  all  difputes 
about  human  affairs^  as  the  pofitive  teftimdnics  of 
two  or  three  credible  witnefTes,  is  thought  fufHcienc 
to  determine  the  truths  in  any  court  of  jullice^  and 
the  Jews  allowed  it  by  their  own  law  to  be  fo ;  fo 
there  are  three  on  earth,  who  bear,  witnefs. to  this 
truth ;  (i.)  thtjpirit  fent  from  above^  by  its  fanfii- 
fying  and  miraculous  operations,  which  gave  wit** 
nefs  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  that  Chrift,  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  was  God's . beloved  Son;.  (2.)  the 
water  of  baptifm,  to  which  facrament  he  vouckfafcd 
to  fubmit;  and  (3.)  the  innocent  blood  he  Ihed 
upon  the  crofs,  when  both  blood  and  water  IfTued 
from  his  fide,  and  proved  his  death  by  the  fepara- 
tion  of  thofe  fluids.  Now  the  reprefentation  of 
this,  is  flill  continued  in  the  facramental  wine ;  and 
both  thefe  facraments  are  intended  through  all  ages^ 
to  preferve  the  memory  of  thefe  furprizing  fads* 
Thefe  three,  then,  do  equally  agree  in  one  proofj 
and  join  to  promote  the  fame  end,  by  eftablifh-i 
ing  the  Gofpel  in  the  world  *.    And  the  Apoftle 

infen 

*  This  !s  the  g^nerallf  received  interpretation  of  this  text. 
But  aa  I  am  endeavouring  to  adopt  my  argument  to  die  &«»* 
eft  capacity,  1  would  humbly  fabmit,  whether  it  would  not 
bear  axoiber  fenfe,  by  way  of  rendering  the  natait  of  this  uaiofl 
ftin  more  famitiat  to  the  human  underftanding :  and  whether  we 
may  not  be  enabled  to  form  feme  judgment  of  the  ntceffity^  and 
fMi&pp  of  it,  by  confidering  the  words  as  they  may  be  applied  ttf 
the  compofition  of  a  Uving  bo^.-   Thus,  Tbiu^n  tbft^tkngt,^^ 

tboi 
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inters  this  pofitivc  duty  from  the  above,  as  an 
aft  of  faith,  fbai  if  tve  receive  the  witneji  of  men ;  if 
our  reafon  and  fenfes  convince  us  of  one  truth,  the 
^itnefs  of  God  (this  exprefs  revelation  of  the  thii^ 
that  concern  himfelf)  is  greater ^  and  ought  by 
Ihonger  confequencc,  to  command  our  faiih  «  hii 
vmd.  For  furely,  if  the  teftimony  of  two  or  three 
men  be  thought  fufficient  to  give  credit  to  any 
matter  of  fad,  in  all  earthly  courts,  the  teftimony 
oF  that  God,  who  cannot  lie,  or  poffibly  deceive 
us,  muft  be  of  greater  force  to  confirm  belief  in  tis* 
But  to  leave  us  without  excufe,  for  want  of  all-fut- 
ficient  evidence,  the  Apoftle  adds,  that  this  is  the 
witncfs  of  God,  even  that  ivhich  he  hath  teftificd 
of,  and  by  his  Son. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  add  a  few 
words  ttiore  upon  the  fubj  edl  of  the  particular  creed. 


that  Utnr  nt^mft  nfo*  tanh^  as  to  the  trttth  of  this  nrfiledoiK  doo* 
Crine»  VIZ.  tbf/pirit^  the  nvater,  and  the  hlood,  which  tbough^if* 
foent  in  their  operatuas  to  produce,  and  coannue  life^  mt  y4X 
each  iJJentiaJiy  neceffary  to  form  we  Irving  creature ;  for  neither  Ac 
iiW,  nor  the  *waUr^  nor  both  together,  would  be  liifiicieot  to 
oMuf^  the  creature,  without  the  Jfirit  oi  hreatb\  aad  the  ^iiic 
dmu^  could  not  poflibly  confiitute  a  human  body.  The  coads- 
fion,  theiefoie,  from  this  prefent  illuftration,  is  moft  obvious,  thit 
as  it  is  by  no  means  contradi^ory  to  reafon^  to  (ay  that  theieihsee 
are  mu  lodj^  though  they  are  certainly  diftinH  things,  which  are 
eftntial  in  their  union,  to  its  exigence ^  and  that  we  know  not  the 
Jecftt  and  necejpiry  manner  of  their  unhn^  fo  we  are  fed  to  fefolve;. 
with  ^qaai  truth,  that  what  b  faid  of  Tki«itt  iv  vKirrii 
abfolntdy  true  (as  far  as  our  prefent  powers  of  mind  can  compro* 
bend  it,}  though  from  the  nueaknefs  of  thoie  powers,  we  cannoc 
pronouAce  exa^ly,  hvtu  the  anion  if  efie^kd  in  om  cafe,  moieahaa 
ia^othct« 
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we  arecfyoinpd  by  our  church  to  ufc  this  day  ;  and 
as  it  is  allotted  by  all  true  believers,  for  above  thefc 
thoufand  years,  to  contain  the  fum  of  the  pureft  di- 
vinity^*  it  cannot  fail  to  ftrike  us  as  a  very  natural 
claufcj  the  pronouncing  condemnation  on  thofe  who 
deny  the  truth  thereof.  But  ft  ill,  in  juftice  to  the 
creed  itfelf,  no  lefs  than  for  the  relief  of  thofe» 
who  have  taken  prejudice  againft  it ;  it  may  be 
tieceflary  to  obferve,  that  it  does  by  no  means  re- 
quire all  perfons  to  aflent  to  every  verfe  of  it,  on 
pain  of  everlafting  punijlnnent,  and  who  (becaufe  of 
many  things  they  may  not  underftand)  objedt  to  ufc 
it,  left  they  Ihbuld  condemn  themfelves.  For  all 
that  it  infifts4ipon,  as  neceffary  to  Jalvaiion^  is,  thai 
hefgte  all  other  things,  we  hold  or  maintain,  the  catholic 
OT'gtncrii'Cbri^ianfaiih,  which  faith  the  third  and 
fourth  verfcs  thus  explain  :  7bat  we  worjhip  oneGoi 
in  Trinity, "^  and  Trinity  in  Unity,  neither  confounding 
ibeperfonPi  nor  di-vidifig  the  fubjlanoe  ;  that  is,  goaid- 
ing'agairtlb  thb  worfhip  of  more  Gods  than  me;  and 
yetliot  denying  the  cfTcntial  divinity  of  each  per/on. 
This,  I  fay,  is  declared  to  be  pofttiveh  necejfary  to  ie 
liliewd  I  hut  all  that  follows  to  the  twenty-fixth 
v«fe^  is  only  brought  asr  prdiff,  or  illuftfatkm  of  this, 
and  therefore  no  more  exacts  our  belief,  (if  we*d6 
not  comprehend  it)  than  the  whole  of  any  fermod 
does  which  is  compofed  to  explain  one  text  of  fcrip« 
tare.  For  in  the  latter  cafe,  the  /«v/^  we  know  is 
trie  word  of  God,  and  neceflary  to  be  believed ; 
but  no  one  can  be  bound  to  believe  every  particular 
of  the  fcrmbn  under  pain  of  ccndemnatiou.  For  . 
this  reafon,  therefore,  the  creed  breaks  off  at  the 
5  twenty- 


'HMRnftlSn  df^h^  hsOltai^l  il^rim,  Hiiid  reiut lis 

.Wtll<KeHli»  i«l<(^'el{ti^Iy>Cbi)Mi^^vlitf^siiii^ 
^MntfaMi,  ^k  h  1i«ed((!6' to  iAfift'iftoftMriUpd^^^ 

truth  of  this  moft  holy  dodlrine,«Md<4a(y]r'^tMAlc 
arguments  might  be  drawn  from  each^  to  prove 
that  it  is  by  no  means  incompatible  with  reafon^ 
however  above  the  reach  of  it,  in  its  prefent.  con- 
traded  Hate.  '  But  enou^  has  been  advanced  at  this 
time»  to  give  you  both  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
day^  and  doBrine.  The  elTential  import  of  the  fervice 
of  this  day,  dircds'us  to  fubmit  the  vain  fuggcf- 
tions  of  our  own  imperfeft  reafon,  to  the  obedience  of 
faith,  in  all  God's  holy  myftcries.  To  believe, 
•whatever  we  areaifured  He  hath  revealed,  and  never 
to  be  fo  ra(h,  or  weak,  as  to  harbour  doubts  be- 
caufe  the  points  are  not  exadlly  level  to  our  under- 
ftanding.  The  following,  will  be  found  no  tricing 
argument  to  fupply  a  general  degreo  of  iatisfaiflion 
on  the  fubjed :  That  though  thefe  things  are  hid  19 
we  fenfe  from  the  wfe  of  this  worlds  no  Icfs  than  from 
the  men  of /9t«;^  attainment,  ytt  are  they  revealed untQ 
very  habes ;  that  is,  to  all  who  lean  not  on  their 
wm  ability  to  guide  them  in  the  truth,  but  who  en- 
courage a  lowly  trull,  thtt  God's  mod  precious  gifts 

P  and 


±1^ 


4  JBltMON^  &C« 


and  .graces^  may  belong  toaU  upon  an  equal  prin- 
ciple of  bwnHefaiib  in  hiamoft  Hdly  Wordi  amdof 
obfcrving  the  precepts  and  conditions  of  his  cove- 
jiant  in  Chrift»  God  grant  us  all  grace  to  abide  by 
the  terms  of  this  Jure  fromife^  and  fo  to  embrace 
this  grand  myfteiy^  our  falvation,  that  we  may 
procure  an  intereft  in  our  Redeemer's  merits^  who 
alone  can  reconcile  us  to  the  favor  of  an  all  perfed 
God.— To  H)m»  Faiber^  S^,  zndHofy  Gbcjt^  Three 
Perfonst  and  Que  God  in  myftical  Trinity  united» 
be  aicribed  ,all.  ^ory ,  praife j  and  power  for.^r 
and  ever»  Amen. 


^ 
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FOR  SACRAMENT   SUNDAY   MORNING, 
IN  THE  TIME  OF.  HARVEST  ♦. 


SBS 


Psalm  Ixv.  2,  3. 

Tbou  that  hiareft  prayer  unto  Tbeefiall  allfiejh  come. 
.  My  mif deeds  prevail  againji  me^  0  be  thou  tnercjful 
unto  my  Jin • 

m 
m 

IPURPOSEi  my  brethren,  to  confider  the  prih- 
cipal  parts  of  this  Pfatm  as  they  convey 
hiritual  ihilfuftiop,  under  the  figure  of  temporal 
bleflings :  and  the  lubjedl,  I  truft,  will  appear  pe- 
culiarly applicable  at  this  time,  on  two  accounts : 
Firft>  as  we  are  invited  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
manner  by  the  Holy  Inftitution  we  are  met  this 
day  to  celebrate^  to  approach  the  Divine  Being, 
who  hath  promifed  to  bear  mtrpr'ayers ;  and  to  wbmn 
eflfiejb  mt^fi  come  for  the  refrefliing  hope  of  mercy ; 
for,  as  our  mi/deeds  camotfaU  to  prevail  agamfi  us,  fo 

*  Tbif  ^feoorTe  was  compoiedon  parpolb^  to  excite  a  gen^ 
faifeof  gratitadt  at  this  Bkfled  Seafon  of  Harvcft,  and  the  fob- 
jcA  is'a&adand  punched  fay  the  oie  of  Bilhop  Home's  Cominen* 
tuy  on  Au  Pialm  •*  FnacMmaSamaHifttSundzf, 
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h  It  neceflafy  that -we  fhould  confefs  tfaemj  in  ordet 
to  obtain /2?r^#»g/Sr;,^2id ^t;^ IS- indeed  is  the  mod 
cffential  part  6f  our  preparation-  for  the.  fokmn 

•  fervicc  we  arc  now  about  to  perform. 

r-  $ccqadly ;  ^.we-havi:  aL.Uiis  j^rticulsr  /!eafQn, 
fuch  fujbftan^ia(prTOfs  of  (5^  undeferved  good- 
Befs  all  aroiind  ui,  thii  may  help  to  fill  our  hearts 
with  gratitude,  and  convey  a  mare  lively  fenfc  of 
the  future  harved  #£--gii6eii|{ion  thc/oul,  under  the 
figure  of  God's  providential  provifion  for  the  buij. 
t.  The  fubjcdt  then,  of  my  endeavours  at  this 
time,  will  be  to  cfftablifli  xhtnec^ty  of  a  true  for- 
row  for  oyr  lii^s.  and  ^«  ^  ,        ^ 

^  av.Tp  fct  forth  -the  praife  Hjat;  is  .duc^jjo  the 
Almighty^  for  his  manifold  mercies  vouchfafed 
to  us  his  unworthy  creatures. 

r.ir^n  ithe  i^pqning  oSh%^  be^utj|u}  Ps(ji)fn4  ;thp  firo- 

ujAel  delfcrilw  /a^f.ftllowsi  if|iE|Lj^y.Go4.  U,t(kbe 

'.^nt§  fKhfiefin^  /^  W0  Hp^f^rme^f^  Jem/akn^J^t 
gjiofibdi^s  ^  praife  and  j^njcfgi[ving'^  and  alf  fi^lj^n 
inrotfUito  Godj  weiferfo^pj^jrly,  njade.in  i^cj2j^|R/if, 
(ion  Jtiount  Sion  i  in  th$  apppipte^place^  4xr  OkuKcb, 
5  where  God  i  hadj  pJieafi^.  ^i^^  hig^  Name  il^oul^  be 
A  honored^    >Thi*wifi  atligurepfpveryvifihlc|^^ 
;  lional  iChi^ch vtbM^ih(H|ld..bei  £|tUfid.  yi  aficcf  ages, 
.':  as  \t1|e  place  ^i^berein  we  mufl:.  wprlbip  ^Gpd^  and 
perform  oqr  Chriftian  rites-  and  religious  fervicc  to 
;  .hin\    As  therefore  the  promijfe  of  man's  redemp- 
tion; by  die  facriftce,pjf  the/Soij.of  (jod,  was  de- 
livered  at  Jtrufedem  fo  (according  to  the  evanigdical 
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interpretation  of  a  pious  Prelate  •  of  our  own 
(M&c^f^"finct  this 'cv«titr  ted  ^thctAllirf  thflr: 
"  Gehtifes;  thd  CMJHak  airrf  his ^becri  the^Hdlr 
•*  City  diiii  Tctnjifer  In  hftr  *bihmurtfenv  we^r# 
tt>' offer  tip  biir  WevotioWs,  anfff  to  toiitform;  thsr 
vo^S  of  obedience'  Which-  w8  made  lit  Bapeifn^ 
unti*  we  icbhie  to  the  Ifeflvbnly-Si(w«'  tO'pftjR 
otrr  voivs  with4:1ie  GfiureR  triuinphartt,  in  eve#4 
'*  laffing%m'nrf*ofiFprairc,*''for bur ddtv^ahct. i^n •■ 
A^eable/ thercforci'to  the  Kflflnrift'rptadHoe,: 
we^muft  tntire  paSticuIarly,  oii'tMs'-dccedidrii  ende»» 
voulr  to  polTeli  t6uf'hea^ts  «^dirii|;'ni!t^ul>rclife'|}f 
(fufe'i^feilfe  id  SGbd-  thr  Fithei?  fo*-  Kitf^ndwyr  ii» 
h<»i^i% thcprdycts oFSiroifiworthy  kr/Mti",  izu^ 
fa&cif,  i!"  is  th^tiT^i'that hc'wtllheafidifr  pmy^nj? 
t1»yt*Wiiurag«Sr*  all-'f^  trimt^  m^bim  ''•  thitJtt^    ' 
"all  'inalikfticf,  out' of  eVd-^'na'tidrij^vho  I^  *««. 
"  gracious- call,  by^theTjleffingititffhd  Gfbfpeld^iw 
"  V^rttfto  the  %oiria,^hiiVt  grt?e^tb  Ihikli  titdir 
"  fupplicatiohs  before  KiAi  in-his  Chilroliii'*-     -  i  r 
Whb  that 'examines  his"  dtpniteirt- carcfiilljr, 
(wl^fch  is  one  '^»Wa/  preikration  {%i^  the  IblefkRi 
fei^ice*  of  the  Moly  Communion)' but  ihun  iiil^c 
Pfaltnift's  words,  ^nd  ackhowYedgd'  with  iWimifi 
arid  confbfibn;  ibat  bif  tiiiJ4teisfrefo(M^it^i0  ^itPi 
VrHo  ckir'^Void  compiaihih^^iitthe  Itngkil^or  :8t; 
Paul,  ^C^toretcbigd  man  iBat  I  ami  toB&  fl>all  ddi9it 
"uuprm  f&s'h(idyof-dea^t^itQxdi\i\f-K^^^  nlOHid^ 
fiofetlhe'feftecfts  of  carriai  aefirc*,  fitihi" life -^irplw- 
table  weaiineft  of  bofly;  afidHiimf,  derived- to  w. 

*  Tlie  bte  tral/  excellent  ^ftop  6f  Kbfwii^,  Or*  Ccoi^ 

How;  '   '••;    "  V  ^*- *;-"*••  '/••    ^'^ 
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by  a  corrupted  conftitution ;  from  the  trouble  and 
grief  that  (his  caufes  us  bere^  and  (what  is  of  in- 
finitely more  ferious  confequencej  from  the  etenud 
punifhment  due  to  fo  much  impurity  and  imper- 
fedipn  ?  The  j&^  part  of  the  verfe  contains  a  juft 
acknowledgment  of  our  guilt,  che  true  fpirit,  in 
which  we  muft  approach  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
\irhich  the  very  beft  muft  feel  and  own,  as  long  as 
tjicy  are^in  the  flefh :  and  which  renders  it  fo  very 
neceflary  that  We  Ihould  lofe  $to  ofparlumty  of  ap- 
plying for  fre&k  recmhs  of  ftrength^  to  help  in  time 
of  need  ;  and  that  of  all  oihr  means  we  Ihould  be 
particularly  careful  to  employ  thh  Jpeciat  means 
Qf  grace  which  the  fecond  part  of  the  verfe  holds 
out  to  us  in  thefe  words :  O  be  ibou  merciful  to  our 
Jbis^  which  is  the  very  language  of  the  humble  pub- 
lican: God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finnert  And  to  .all 
"whp  approach  him  with  a  truly  broken^  and  con-* 
trite  heart.  He  doubdcfs  vnll  be  merciful;  fincc^ 
as  th|c  words  may  be  more  expreflively  tranflated; 
\  33  for  our  tranlgreflions,  thou  (halt  puige  them 
awiijr,'  io  they  contain  a  full  aiTurance  of  pardon 
through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  and  agree  exactly 
with  the  anfwer  which  the  Apoftle  returneth  upon 
the  finner's  lamentation  of  his  ftate  in  the  Epiftle 
to.  the  Romans,  vii.  14.  /  thank  God  through  Jejus 
Cbrift  our  Lord. — If  God  fiouid  be  extreme  to  murk 
,wbat  is  done  amtfs  (my  brethren)  O!  who  could  abide 
bisfenfence!  Who  could  pretend  to  fatisfy  the  rigid 
juftice  qf  iplimte  perfedtion !  Befet  on  all  fides, 
both  within,  and  without,  by  the  enemies  of  our 
^Ivation;  to  whom  caf^we  fly;  on  what  can  we 

depend^ 
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depend^  but  the  rich  mercy  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
Without  faith  in  his  precious^  all  fuflkient  facrificd. 
we  muft  be  mod  miferable ;  aoid  who  tha»  witlv 
any  fenfe  of  their  wretched  fiate  by  naSure,  would 
refufe  fuch  plenteous  redemption  as  is  offered  in 
Chrift's  Holy  Sacrament  I  Even  fardan  of  what  is 
pajl,  and  grace  to  help  in  time  to  cme ;  hope  to 
fupport  us  in  our  warfare^  and  ftrength  to  prevent 
our  backflidings ;  the  blefled*  eameft  that  our  finis* 
are  UoiteJ  out,  and  a  principle  of  godly  life  to  ren- 
der us  acceptable,  when  we  are  pr«fented  to  the* 
Father  in  Chrift's  name.  Thus  will  tki  manheNefs^ 
ed  whim  God  cboqfes^  and  receives  .unto  himftlf;  *  as 
the  4th  verfc  expfcfles  it,  Hejhall  dwell  in  God's  amtts^ 
and  fiaU  be  Jatisfied  with  the  pleafuris  of  his  Tkuje; 
even  of  his  Holy  Vemple. 

Now  all  fuch  zxtypu  (my  brethren)  if  ye  do  noo 
refufe  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  charming  invitation 
of  your  Blefled  Lord  and  Savior*  Fof  zWwho  live 
godly  in  Cbrifi  7c^,- who  obey  his  holy  ordinances, 
in  a  pure  faith,  that  they  were  mercifully  defigned 
to  conv^  to  them  the  powerful  grace  theyftaild  in 
need  of;  all  fuch,  may  be  truly  fatd  ttf  be  chofeh 
out  of  the  world,  that  is,  delivered  f rdm  it*s  cajp- 
tivating  fcenes,  and  temptations.  AH  fuch  are  hap- 
pily admitted  to  the  privilege  of  Chrift *s  Church'; 
and  you  cannot  fail  to  fee,  and  grant,  that  all  ti^hb 
do  not  accept  thefe  invitations,  exclude  themfelveci 
from  the  benefits  therein  promifedto  them/  The 
latter^  refufe  to  dwell  in  his  courts ;  to  come 
to  his  Church  and  his  Sacraments,  and  therefore, 
they  cannot,  in  reafon,  enpe£l  to  he  Je^td  with  the 
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JkfV.jptk^Sfur€S  (f  Us  k^.  By(  wci  a»x j^%;iHiB^* 
tjiat  tb^le  wordA  4cfcr\bd  th^  i9«f<  ^f^^^^vir  Mv 

/ftv^/,i^  G^s  coHTis,  Thefe,  if  fftitWul  ?o  |h»jf. 
trH^.„fk^ll  experience  fuch  pl^fyr^i  ^  pstTsaU  ^^^ 
Icription^  even  tlve  glorious  hppte,  that  s^ofpQ^if^ 

tfejB  turning  <>ffinlle^«^^mo  G^    ^ql^.^o  I  ^ 

Vff*^  «#,  my  l««:hren,  i»y  hjumbJle  If)b^i;i  ^ 
ywf  iinal  injCjer«l|s  may,  prove  5  ;^  woBld  I  jb^v(; 
^MTcoltiyate  the  duties  I  cof^^v^ly  r^jqpjpn^ifi^} 
irbidi  ymi  may  bf^  Air?  I  ^oi4d  not  preft  (b  4ff* 
n^^  lUpon  you,  but  tbat  I  aip  convi^cefil  ypajr 
^vetlailhig  happrndft  or  mifery^  ^pc^^  i|Pf)|i 
your  profcnt  cowpJiiiiicf  wtk,  thejfc  my  ^e^i«J(« 
injundtions^  or  the  negledt  of  thqfe  q\ki\if^  ^if^fffi 
^  grace  \«hich  ?we  fippo^nted  tp  itopfAv^  ^ur 
minds,  and  forward  y«wr  h^pj^i^s  by  fflialifyiijg  iH 
your  JKft  .end[eavoi:s.  And  if  (uphglpr^qHs  tpw^ 
»c  prcmifed  to  .ciocite  ovk  diligspce  ^  KPV  W?l' 
bxc^  (even  as  jmiwptthy  inftrii!««its'uRder  tAe,i}ir 
fluency  of  the  dhine .  .ii^gtkce[;)  m^V'^at  ^'^il^t^ 
leoie  snuft  the  fnan  Ghfift  Jei!i#  bje  blq&<^  V^^P^ 
^Crod  ha«  AQWrrec^lved  to  fit  for  evf r  #t  hfs  ^i|^ 
band  in  Hfl^ven :  Ehd.rprm^s.i^ofi^'^  Qt^riPft^ 
pur  M^  Prieftfor  ever  to  make  inffffgffm/v  ki^ 
fitfpte  itt  the  coHTis  iff  Heqveti,jk»iioifk^tifMM.  ^ 
miy  ke  alfo.  When  we  thifljc  fif  1^(^-9^^ 
things,  to  come  (toy  fer<;brcn}  Ih^ll  ))^e:;MC(y9)f?i 
iOtir  emkavQCSitO.be  of  ,the^^Mi9b<;r  <4:J^  c^M^ 
vpcople,  ftdl  Y{t.  refufe  .tfec  ^G^tz,  :^f  Jga  ^Jh^# 

aad  tabk  Aii;£9xtb>  ^^JIm^  i^iU  ^il  «s  C9rJaf$9>iHflg 

parukers 


THE  iiKE  Q^  WARyEsr:  ^i«l 

pfl|itaIviQrs  qf'hi^  holy  templ^  in  Hgavea  2    Xhe jfvr- 

mar  U  oriy  \JigW^  9^  *«  **?^^»  V>^  ^S  ?^«4  p^| 
through  ^  Mtf^  ^^/  in  gpdlyj  humble  fervicci^ 
bqfai;e  vfo  c^  be  admitt^  intp  the  im^  tallernac^ 
qjf  light,  and  glorjf. 

To  fficht  theii,  aa  do  fubmit  to  be  taught  m  thi^ 
Ii%s  in  th6  manner  Go4'8  wifdom  has  thought; 
proper  to  propofe  for  their  regeneration,  ma]^  th^ 
pr^^tiilein  thp  fifth  verfe  be  applied:  That  the  Go(j| 
c^  our  ialvation  wjU  Jbtytf  us  wonderful  ibings  in 
rig^eo^/kgfs.  And  M^at  ar^  they?  Why,  that  by 
tjbe  influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit  on  die  hearts  ofall 
^o  apply  ^  him  in  Jaiib,  they  ihall  be  a^)med,  an(| 
Jfr^  for  th^ir  jiins,  in  which  they  hav^  heretofor<f 
iqdu^ged  their  carnal  nature.  They  ihi^l  not  onljjr 
Mfff^  them,  but  bri^g  forth  the  fmifs  ^^  rigjktefiuf^ 
Vif^  •  fifT  ifwy  P^^  b^  *^  ^k'lifl  V  ^^  ^  ^^  creafurei 
^  ^k^(^  9T^  f^^i  ^W^J^i  ^^  hehold-aU  things  arc 
hecoipe  new.  { a  Con  v.  17.)  Thefe  thi|i^  then  mu^ 
be  allowed  no  lefs  dpfirablethan  wonderful;  aii<^ 
thus  moll  truly  is  our  S^euior  the  hope  ofall  the  ends  ^ 
tjife  earthy  P!>^?f  ^ofe  '^bo  remain  in  the  hvadjea ;  , 
fhfit  isj  the  inhabitants  pf  the  moft  jdiftant  pations 
afi4  iilands  who  have  believed  in  the  XiOr^  J^Al^* 
'  ^For  '^  by  tfayp  d^th  and  Tefurre<^ion  of  Chrift^ 

•  .yp  .have  feen  t\\e  overthrow  of  idolatry,  and  thf 

*  <fi^iiyerfion.  of  many  nations,  fo  is  the  Jhope  of  9ll 
'peppleftrengthenedby  the  fal^tion  that  he  hu 

*  prpmifed.    And  by  the  prayers  of  the  churcji 

'  Tirhich  fwv^ .  ff,  ^ill  furtbfr  wonderful  tl^ipgs  }p  ^ 
^  right;^ufnefs  be  fevqaled,  at  ^e  iec^nd  cimuiig 

•  ,?f .SbP^Sft^ff  God,  in  thejj^qiy  o^W&f ^hcr/ 
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In  the  fixth,  and  feventh '  vcrfcs,  the  Pfalmift' 
proceeds  to  confirm  tke  faith  of  God's  fcrvants,  in 
thefe  glorious  expcdtations,  by  a  further  defcription 
of  the  mighty  power  of  our  defence ;  and  by  con* 
tinuing  the  figure  of  a  Rock^  and  Mountain^  to  de- 
fcribe  the  lafting  glory  of  his  church.  Far  He  who 
in  bis  ftrehgtb  fettetb  faft  tbe  mountains  of  tbe  tartb^ 
and  is  girded  about  with  power  i  (that  is,  wbofe  will 
and  plcafure  are  above  aJI  control,)  He  who 
originally  laid  the  foundation  of  the  world  fp 
that  it  fhould  never  move  out  of  its  courfe.  who' 
ftilleth  the  raging  of  the  fea,  who  faith  peace,  and 
it  is  calm,  much  more  is  engaged  in  honor  of 
kis  word,  to  fupport  and  preferve  his  eburcb,  and 
never  to  fuffer  the  waves  of  this  troublefome  world 
to  overwhelm  the  mountain  of  his  holinefs;  his  holy 
hill  of  Sion.  Nay  he  has  promifed,  that  the  gates 
of  Hell  fhall  not  prevail  againfl  it;  that  is,  all  the 
arts  and  wiles  of  Satan,  and  the  whole  hoft  or 
legions  of  his  evil  fpirits,  and  malicious  infltu* 
ments. 

Now  this  mountain  of  God's  holinefs,  this  tcm- 
p1e>  or  his  church,  is  compofed  ef  his  faithful 
fervants  wherever  he  hath  publifhed  the  Gofpel 
of  his  Son ;  that  is,  the  glad  tidings  of  falvatien 
through  Jefus  Chrifl.  And  to  every  obedient 
member  of  that  church,  hath  he  engaged  to  make 
good  thefe  precious  promifes :  thofe  who  come  to 
him  in  his'Soil's  name,  will  he  never caft  out:  but 
if  ye  forfake  him,  he  will  forfake  you,  as  he  dc- 
*clareth,  i  Chron.  x vl  2.  For  bis  wratb  is  againji  them 
tbat  firfiAe  bim.  Ezra  viii/  22.    Wherefore,  my 

brcthreo* 
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brethren,  it  behoves  every  one  of  us  forhimfelf,  to 
attend  to  thefe  warnings,  and  not  to  forfake  God's 
holy  covenants,  and  ordinances ;  for  all  that  forfake 
the  Lard  now^  Jball  he  ajbamed,  faith  the  Prophet 
Jeremiah  xvii.  13.  And  to  the  fame  efFeft  is  Chrift's 
own  declaration,  Luke  ix.  26.  That  wbofoever  Jboul^ 
be  afljamed  of  bim  and  bis  words  in  tbis  generation,  cf 
bim  fbaU  tbe fm  of  man  be  afbamed,  wbenbeJbaU  come  in 
bis  awn  glory,  and  in  bis  Fatber*s,  and  of  tbe  Holy 
Angels.  In  proportion,  therefore,  as  our  mifdeeds 
frevml  agmnfl  us;  as  we  are  fenlible  of  our  inanifold 
filings,  offences,  and  provocations,  againft  a  long-* 
fuffering  God ;  againd  a  Savior  who  hath  done  fuch 
great  things  for  us ;  the  more  doth  it  concern  us  ta 
fall  low  on  our  knees  at  the  footftool  of  his  grace, 
and  to  implore  him  to  be  merciful  unto  our  fins. 
Not  to  flight,  but  to  lay  hold  on  the  ojirs  of  accept* 
ance,  on  the  means  of  reconciliation  and  amend- 
ment, now  while  it  is  day,  while  the  hour  of  trial  is 
afforded  us«  Not  to  harden  our  hearts  by  defer* 
ring  our  repentance,  left  the  ^eceitfulnefs  of  fin 
ihould  gain  fuch  poifeflion  of  us,  that  when  wc. 
^vould  repent,  we  (hall  neither  have  time,  or  power. 
Let  no  rafh  example  of  the  multitude  prevent  ua 
from  feeing  the  things  that  belong  to  our  peace,  left  tbey 
be  for  ever  bid  from  our  eyes ;  for  we  muft  not  follow  tbe 
multitude  to  do  evil.  However  the  heathen  may  rage^ 
and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing,  God  can  vifit 
kingdoms  equally,  as  individuals,  with  his  judg- 
ments :  he  humbleth,  and  punifheth  the  madnefs  of 
tbe  petiple,  at  ]iis  pleafure ;  fo  tbat  tbey  alfo,  wbo  dweU 
fn  tbe  uttermoft  parts  of  tbe  eartb,ft^all  be  afraid  at  bis 

tokens^ 
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tfqmtfi^tsi  pra^e^Ifim.  '  ** ' 

'^hc  tokena,  or  Ijgns,  nientH)ned  in  this  ycrfc, 
are  the  cffe^dbs.  iff^  the  divide  power,  and"  nicrcy^ 
called  in  the  verfe  above,  wonderfid  tbin£s  in  rtTbtt" 
mj^s.  At  the  firft  pubhcation  of  the  Gofpel,  the 
roighty  wondp-s  which  i\\c  ^brd  ftjewed  foftH 
through  tjie  power  of  bis  Holy  Spiritj  producra  a 
fav^i^g  fear  of  Gqd  among  the  nations  dwelling  m 
the  uttermofl  parts  of  the  earth.  THe  tjles  ilkith  tAc 
J^rqphet.Ifai^h  on  the  fame  occaHon)  Jaw  1/  ^ 
fi^frti^  the  ends  ef  fbe  earth  were  afraid^  they  drew  near 
md  fame  (ch.  xU.  <•)  And  thus  it  was  that' God 
flight  |truly  be  fai,d,  to  mak^  the  outgoings  'ef  tSe 
mnfin/r  and  the  evenmz  to praik  him;  fb  that  all'  VKd 
h^  enjoyed  theblefled  return  ojf  night  and  day; 
|b?jt  is,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,'  wliere  liis 
Cofund  had  gone  forth,  where  his  Goipelhaa  rcachca, 
•jrere  made  to  rejoice  in  God  jheir  Savior, 'whole 
name  was  praifed  from  the  rifin^,  to  the  (etting  Van, 
om  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other. 
Thus  doth  the  former  part  of  this  beautiful  pfalm 
pcefent  us  with  the  wifdom  and  behelit  oijeiifnt 
atfr  mi/deeds  ctn^tnuaiiy  before  us :  of  exercmng  a 
^pdly  forrow  for  oqr.fins,  and  of  infipKfing  God's 
forgiyene^,  by  uitng  ey^ry  means  of*  bbtaihinj^ 
'jncrqy  at"  his^hands ;  by  praifing  tiim  m  nis  lioly  * 
{loufe,  .by  Submitting  tc^  his  wholefome  laws, land 
ordinances ;  and  by  ferious  repehtarjcel  and 'adHial 
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<i^ur  day  of  trial  fliall  be  clbred,  and  all  the TntereRs 
of  this  life  become  as  nothing  to  us. 

Kow,  then,  ^that  a  fobef  and 'Religious  tourfe  bf 

livirig  IS  fo'ftrohgly  recbmnricnded  to  us  Bythc 

lively. ngure  of  God's  outward  bounties  i  now,  tnat 

^cnuaufejl  gifts  of' his' Providence  Call  forth  dur 

'*gratii;ucle,  in  (o 'great  a  degree ;  we  ihould  be  doubly 

careful  to  obey  him  in  every ,refpe(ft  that  his  wtfdom 

.liath  appointed*  for'  our  fahdfification,  and  becom- 

Ihg  ^his^'true  and  faithful  feWants,     If  plentiful 

Cim&j  and  favorable  ieafdns^  and  the  blefllhgs'of 

J^^^tth  and*  prd^eritv,  will  hot  warm  the'hcifart^ 

tdwards/the  worlhip  and  fervice  of  that  bbiihtiful 

Aiitnor  pf  all  the  good  things  we  da,  ot  ca»  ^j6ys 

'  Ibu-d^  qofd,  and  Unconverted,  muf¥ all  ilUth  appears     , 

inuc|i  does  if  behove  them  to  pray'to  Gbd,  jto  turn 

,  their  Ves^-t^  bfj^one,  to  4  proper  fcnft  of ;/Kffi/!rf,  left 

.  iS\cy  die  in  tK^ir  firts,'  in  the  bfiridiiefs'kf  aifUncon- 

'  vcrfdc^.  rtate/  ttiat  is,  'dead  to' thi  ftcWFur  wbrk  of    " 

!,  God's  grace' upon  the  foul  i  to  all  ttic  gracious  means^ 

^tctnpofal  and  'fpl ritual,  whicM^He  otdaina  to  bting 

.^.tficm^Vp  d  right  fcitle  of  thdr'^ftate  by  natmri  of 

'  tlieir  fhort, 'and  uncertain  continuance  here;  'and 

^  of  the  endlcfs  mifery  that  awaits  all  thole  who  do 

^rio^  prb^t  by  God's  warnings  and  mercies.  '  ft  f$ 

r«9t9f^ly'^^^  ^K*^^^  4/y,  but  the  greateft 'i»/fe^?/f 

of  people,  to  iiilen  to  the  indulgent  method'  of 

God's. drawing  their  hearts  towards  mm,  left  Aey 

'  ^/prdydke'  hini  tp  yifit*rhemin  wrath, 'inftead  of 

jfDcrry.' '  Both  pfdrperity  and  ad yerfity' are  equally 

.^in  bis  pq w^ripi^nd  thOfe  \vhom  he  cannot  bring 

hear  him'bynie  cfiordi  df /k;f,  hd  h^ofecn  Obliged  to 

5  awaken 


I 


< 


222 


A   &KRMON  FOR 


'  awaken  by  wounding  judgments.  This  bis  univcr^ 
fal  delire  for  his.  creatures  happinefs  renders  ab-^ 
foiutely  expecKent.  Not  that  God  takes  pleafure 
in  the  temporal  miferies  oif  mankind^  any  more  than 
he  wiflies  eternal  death  to  the  finner :  but  fuch  is  the 
depravity  of  human  nature^  that  many  are  fo  blind 
and  deaf  to  every  kind  invitation^  but  what  moves 
them  by  correSion,  that  they  perfift  in  abufing  the 
gentlenefs  of  ^God's  calls.  They  cannot  perceive 
the  hand  that  (bowers  his  blefHngs  upon  their 
affairs^  and  would  thereby  gracioufly  incline  them 
to  gratitude,  and  obedience.  Such,  I  fear^  we  may 
pronounce  to  be  the  thanklefs  (late  of  a  con(ider- 
able  portion  of  the  world ;  they  con(ider  not  to 
whom  only,  they  are  indebted  for  all  the  good 
things  the/  enjoy,  nor  the  eafy  acknowledgment 
and  nec^flTary  return,  that  is.  required  from  them. 

And  where  it  unhappily  appears,  that  people 
ftill  continue  deaf  to  every  godly^  caution  and  ad- 
vice, it  then  behoves  all  Chriftians,  and  the  Miniften 
of  God*8  word  and  facraments,  more  forticularfy, 
mo(t  earneftly,  and  conftaiitly,  to  fray  for  them ; 
ibat  He  would  turn  tie  hearts  of  the  eRf§hdieni  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  jufi.  By  this  brotherly  exercife  of 
(phriftian  love,  we  Oiall  cultivate  that  charity, 
which  is  nece(rary  to  be  felt  in  every. devout  hearts 
and  thereby  prepare  ourfelves  in  the  very  heft  manner, 
for  the  receiving  that  further  meafure  of  grace» 
which  the  moft  perfedl  Chriftian  ilill  (hmcjs  in  need 
of,  and  which  is  gracioufly  held  out  to  all,  who 
•with  a  pure  fpirit  of  humility,  a  pious  ohe£enee, 
and  perfedl  ebarity,  call  upon  God  through  Jefus 

Chrift 


THE   TIME  OF   HARVEST.  223 

Chrift  to  fave  tHem  from  this  untoward  generation. 
And  as  we  are  now  about  to  connmeniorate  the 

• 

myfteries  of  that  wondrous  love^  which  alone  de- 
vifed  the  means,  and  procured  the  power  of  fuppljr- 
ing  thefe  needful  graces  to  degenerated  creatures ; 
let  us  lift  up  our  hearts  with  one  accord  in  piOus 
fupplication  to  the  Almighty  Being,  who  hath 
created  and  redeemed  us ;  that  we  may  approach, 
the  Table  of  our  Lord  at  this  time,  with  holy  reve- 
rence, and  obtain  fuch  a  portion  of  his  good  Spirit, 
as  may  enable  us  to  ferve  him  devoutly  and  Jmcerefy 
HIRE,  and  fit  us  for  a  place  in  his  heavenly  king- 
dom HEREAFTER.  And  this  we  beg  for  his  infinite 
merit's  lake,  and  through  his  gracious  and  moft 
needful  mediation.  To  whom,  with  the  Father, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  afcribed.  Sec. 
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SERMON   XIV. 


FOR  SACRAMENT  SUNDAY  EVENING. 
IN  THE  TIME  OF  HARVtST. 


Psalm  Ixv.  9. 

p 

Tbou  vtjiteft  the  earthy  and  blejffji  it^  Tbm  makejt 
,  //  very  plenums. 

IN  my  dtfcourfc  this  morning,  my  brethren,  I 
explained  to  you  as  much  rf  the  firmet  part 
of  this*  bcaaitiful  fong  of  David,  ^s  Teemed  mord 
particularly  fuited  to  the  occafion  of  that  aM^fuI^ 
and  important  Chriftian  fervice,  which  fome  of  us 
have  had  the  grace  again  to  offer  up,  in  obedience 
to  the  pofitive  commands  of  the  Bleffed' Author  of 
our  falvation.  May  the  humble  endeavors  of  all 
who  were  thus  pioufly  difpofcd,  provtf  irtftnimcntal 
to  the  enriching  their  fouls  with  every  ncccflary 
grace,  for  the  forwarding  their  eternal  happinefs't 
May  we  all  experience  fuch  a  further  degree  of 
ftrcngth  or  refignation,  as  may  be  expedient  for 
thcTcfpedivc  circumftances  of  our  prefent  livfts; 
that  wc  may  not  be  deceived,  and  led  allray  by 
trojperitj ;  nor  tempted,  and  fubducd  Ihofild  Sfap^ 
f  ointment,  or  calamity  overtake^  us  i 

Q,  Th<; 
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Tht/econd  portion  of  this  Pfalm  prefcnts  us  with 
the  univerfal  goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Creator,  and 
Prefervcr  of  all  things ;  and  affords  a  very  ufeful 
fubjedt  of  general  meditation  at  this  particular  feafon 
of  the  year.  I  ftiall  confidcr  the  remaining  verfcs 
o(  the  Pfalm,  therefore,  both  in  their  literal,  and 
fpiritual  fenfe,  as  a  fubjeft  to  ftir  up  your  gratitude 
to  the  Author  of  every  good  gift ;  to  render  us  duly 
thankful  for  the  mamfM  bountitf  we  receive  at  his 
hands,  during  this  our  earthly  pilgrimage;  and  by 
fhewing  you  how  the  different  defcriptions  of  God's 
earthly  favors  do  clearly  reprcfent  the  better  things 
he  has  in  ftore  for  them  who  love  bin;,  to  make 
y6u  wife  unhjahation. 

Under  the  beautiful  image  or  figure  of  a  once 
iarren,  and  dry  land,  the  Pfalniift  in  the  words  of 
the.  textj  and  the  following  verfcs,  ^  doth  reprefcnt 
^  to  us  God's  gracious  vifitation  of  his  Church,  or 
'  chofen  fervants,  by  the  fruitful  influence  of  his 
*  Holy  Spirit/  As  his  good-will  and  power,  arc 
pofitively  neceffary  to  vi/it  the  earth  and  blejs  it,  or 
ivithout  his  permiffion,  it  would  never  he  verypUn-* 
ieous }  as  the  foil  of  the  ground  is  rendered  fruitful  by 
timely  fiiowers  of  rain,  and  its  produce  ripened  by 
the  needful  warmth  of  the  fun,  thus  turning  dearth 
into  plenteoufncfs ;  fo  mud  the  foil  of  the  human 
heart  be  tcfrefhed  with  the  regenerating  ipirit  of 
God's  grace,  or  it  will  for  ever  remain  expofed  to 
the  fentence  of  the  law.  As  the  ground  you  till, 
would  continue  under  the  curfe  pronounced  againil 
4f$  (upon  man's  firft  difobedience)  but  for  God's 
daily  blefling  upon  the  human  means  to  fender  it 

fertile; 
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fertile;  fo^  unlefs  the /un  ofrigbteoufnefs  Ihines  upon 
our/ouls,  they  will  continue  as  dead^  and  unprofit'*- 
able^   as   to  every   valuable  produce,  as   the  earth 
would  be  (notwithftanding  all  your  cidture  of  it) 
without  the  benefit  of  the Jun  that  rules  by  dwf»    The« 
Prophet  Ifaiah  hath  the  .very  fame  thought  with  the 
Fjloly  David  on  this  occaiion^  concerning  the  flou- . 
rifhing  of  Chrift's  kingdom^  through  the  Gofpel, 
and  the  needful  afliftance  of  God's  grace^  Iv.  io« 
iFVr  as  i^e  rain  cojnetb  down  from  heaven  and  retumeth. 
not  thither^  but  wateretb  the  earthy  and  maketb  it  bring 
fetrtby  and  bud,  tbat  it  may  give  feed  to  tbejower^  and, 
bread  to  tbe  eater ^  /ofiall  mj  word  be,  tbat  goetb  forth  ^ 
out  of  my  moutb;  it  Jball  not  return  unto  -  me  void,  but 
itfoall  ac€omplifif  tbat  which  Ipleqfe^  and  it  fbali  projjper 
intbe  tbif^  wbereto  I  fend  it*     Thus  ypii  fee,  the 
riches  of  grace  and  mercy  poured  upon  the.  minds 
of  men^  from  the  never^failing  treafures.  of  Cod^. 
are  .compared  to  a  river  that  is  full  of  waiter;  to 
6od's  preparii^  for  the  corn«  and  providing  the 
earth  with ,  its  increafe.     Thus  is  this  bountiful 
provifion  made  by  the  word  of  the  Gofpel»  intended 
tp.. relieve  that  j^Vi/i^tf/ famine^  which  before  this. 
bleiTcd  mark  of  God's  love  for  men's  fouls^  bad 
been /ore  in  all  lands. 

Again^  The  progrefs  of  God's  grace  upon  the 
heart,  is  ftill  further,  and  more  particularly  reprc- 
fented  in  the  feveral  lively  figures  of  the  eleventh 
vcrfe^    for  as  by  God's  providence  He  waiereih 

* 

tbe  furrows  of  tbe  earth,  and  Jendeih  rain  into 
the  little  vallies  thereof,  as  he  maketb  it  wet 
toith  little  drops  of  rain,  and  thereby  bleffetb  the 

Qjx  increafe 
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iticredfiofff.  As  he  docs  moi*c  bj^  his  wife  (Con- 
trivance m  the  cffcfts  of  one  gentle  fhbwei',  thin 
the  ntmoft  art  of  man  could  bring  fiirth,  '  even 
if  he  cbuld  obtain  wjrter,  and  time  enough,  to  rc- 
frelh  the  thiffty  earth:  fo  ^rc  we  moll  plainly 
taught,  the  eflentiul  difference  bctweeh  our  bcft 
exertions  for  the  wdfare  of  our  bA^ri  fouls,  )athd 
GoH's  allfufficient  help.  By  whsft  is  oir  lot  and 
appoirttmeiit  to  dti  for  the  earth,  vre'are  'fhfewn  our 
p'bfitive*  duty  of  ftriving  to  gain  Hciavcrt :  at  the 
fame  timr,  that  neither  the  one,  or  the  other, 
\roUld  yield  any  haf*oeft,  witftotit  God^s  beip,  anfl 
tkfflirg.  But  tb  k^tp  clofer  W  kfie-  '<!6Ytfp^rifert;-^ 
As  after  the  gtbuifd^is  plb^^ed'  xip;*  the  futmer  rdin 
dbftendtng  li^btt  the  ridgefe,  and  iHftYiiWg  ittto  rtie 
fuWow^;  fbfferieth  the  ftubbbrh  tteds  of  the  earJh; 
afttd  Ib'pirepkretH  It  for  the  purt>dffe  bf  cbveriYxg^thc 
fctd  intended  to  tie  foAVn  in  it;  ktiA  as  Ae  lister 
Mn'  is  equally  neceflary  to  ia(17ft^tfi«  f^flhgTfig'up, 
and  fbrwarding  the'ghiwth\tHfettdP'into  aijoyftrt' 
Harvfcft;  thus' dbth  the  good  Spirit  of  (5od  bbrh 
prepare  the  hekrts'  of  thfc  p^of<l6  ibrtHe^tetfcptitfft 
bf  his  holy  M/brd,  and  alfp  enable  theth  tb  brln^f 
fbft?h  fftiif  fome  Ai'Hundrai 'fbld,  fbtne'fixty,  arid 
fome  thirty. 

•  Arid  here  alfb,  we  hdve  in  iHva:luibfe  lelfon 
/Tlcld  out  to  us  of  the  nctcflity  of  our  oWn'  htduftfj, 
in  one  cafe,  as*  Wdl  as  the  other.  The'flbthful  fer- 
vant  in  neither  cafe,  can  expecJt  an  equal'  rex^arf 
with  the  Careful,  and  diligent  hulbahdhian.  'Though 
after  all  that  man  can  do,  without  fiitt  krid  rain,  his 
labor  would' retutn  but  little  profit;  yet  without 

he 
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he  improved  the  foil,  fowed  the  fee<J«  and  kept 
d^wn  the  weeds,  which  naturally  fpring  yp  ampng^ 
it,  he  would  have  no  right  tq  expe^  the  bleflii^gs 
of  God,  or  that  miracles  ihould  he  wrought  for 
him;  fo  (in  ^Jpiritual  fenfej  if  we  do  not  employ 
thofe  talents  already  intruded  to  us ;  \{  we  defpife 
the  ordinary  means  and  meafure  of  grace  that  God 
aSbrds^  by  his  word^  his  churchy  and  minijlers ;  we 
have  no  right  or  reafpn  to  expeft  the  blefling  of 
his  preventing,  or  ailiAing  grace  (however  needful 
for  us  after  all  wq  can  do  ourfclves)  for  He  does 
not  commonly  work  miracles  in  grace,  any  more 
than  in  nature.  On  the  contrary  to  encourage  our 
obedience,  carcj  and  beft  endeavours  m  religtoHs 
purfuits,  as  well  as  temporal  concerns,  he  has  (hewn 
us  in  the  parable  of  the  talents,  that  he  who 
doth  not  make  the  utmoft  ufe  of  thofe  allotted  him^ 
Ihall  have  even  the  fmalleft  taken  from  him,  and 
that  as  a  wife  and  juil  Lord,  he  requireth  only  the 
incfeafe  of  that  portion  he  has  refpc&ively  appointed 
to  each  fervant's  abilities,  and  ftatioi> ;  and  thou^ 
(as  before  obferved)  a  Sleilingof  God  is  neceflajy 
to  attend  owr/malUr  labor^  no  lefs  than  Qur  mod 
earnefi  diligence,  yet  the  fcntence  of  the  flothful  fcr- 
vant,  (hall  be,  to  be  caji  into  outer  darknefs. 

The  next  verfe  of  this  besiutiful  plalo),  c|efcrib§s 
the  blefied  appearance  of  ttie  counjtry  all  arof^qd 
u$ ;  and  t^^  happio^ef^  pi  the  prefent  fruitful  feafoi?, 
ifi  the  clfsareft,  .apteft,  aiMl  ftrP90eA  terrtis  imagiif- 
able ;  for  furely  God  ha^h  w^<^if^lfy  crowffed  the 
year  v^ith  bfs  gopdn^Js,  (^id  hij  clouds  have  dropped 
/atnefs  upon  the  lofid. 

Qj  We 
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Wc  need  only  ride  round  the  fields^  to  be  obliged 
to  confefs  the  truth  of  this  his  blefling  upon  the 
induftrious  labor  of  his  creatures.  And  here  again, 
all  mull  acknowledge  his  univerfal  care^  and  gra- 
cious bounty:  for  bis  fun  fiinetb  on  ibejuft  and  the 
^^j^fi%  in  thi^  gracious  provisions  of  the  rich  fruits 
of  harveft-  That  brea^  may  be/upplied  to  tbe  eater. 
He  overlookcth  the  manifold  failings  and  ingrati^ 
tudc  of  particular  per/ons,  and  blcffeth  them  alike; 
fo  that  the  multitude  (hall  not  fufTcr  for  the  ini- 
quity of  individuals^  Thus,  as  was  intimated  in 
itiy  former  difcourfe,  God,  according  to  his  all 
perfedt  and  loving  nature,  would  touch  the  hearts 
of  men  by  the  rich  overflowings  of  his  mercy,  and 
bounty,  rather  than  by  the  dreadful  fcourge  of 
deartb^  ^nd  famine.  And  by  thus  fmiting  the  con- 
fcience  of  many,  with  a  fcnfe  of  his  long  fuffering 
and  great  kindnefs,  in  the  returns  of  thefe  unde- 
fcrved  blcffings  to  them,  in  common  with  their 
neighbors,  he  would  recall  them  to  a  fenfe  oiduty^ 
that  by  confeHing  their  ingratitude,  and  iin  againft 
him.  He  might  engage  them  by  the  cords  of  love ^ 
to  turn,  and  ferve  him  as  they  ought  to  do.  Now 
if  this  is  a  leflbn  to  the  very  ieft  of  us,  who  fall  6r 
fliort  of  the  mercies  we  receive,^  how  much  more 
ought  it  to  work  upon  the  profune,  and  difoiedient, 
aind  make  tbem  tremble  to  provoke  the  future  ven- 
geance of  the  Lord,  "who  hath  many  ibre  plagues, 
belides  dearth,  and  famine.  And  although  the  Lord 
may  for  a  time  fpare  the  city,  for  the  ten^s  fake, 
— ^for  his  fure  promife  fake,  to  them  who  ferve  hiro 
truly  \  yet  the  thoughtlefs  and  the^  wicked  (hould 

'  fear. 


The  time  of  harvest.  ,   231 

fear,  left  when  the  trial  of  the  few  faithful  is  com- 
pleated;  2,  general  vengeance  Ihould  overtake  the 
ftubborn  and  the  guilty.  They  would  do  well  to 
remember,  that  though  the  righteous  fall  in  the 
great  number  who  provoke  the  Lord  to  punilh  5 
yet  they  are  only  delivered  from  the  greater  evil  to 
come,  in  witnefling  heavier  calamities  upon  their 
devoted  fellow-creatures;  that  tbey  immediately 
enter  into  eternal  reji^  (ind  joy,  while  the  wicked> 
and  rebelliousj  are  condemned  to  endlejs  puni/h^ 
fnenim  — 

God's  crowning  the  year  with  gooclnefs,  will 
admit  of  two  very  proper,  eafy,  and  beautiful  in- 
terpretations. In  the  fenfe  of  crowning  any  things 
we  mean  to  put  a  happy  end  to  any  purfuit ;  thu^ 
in  a  worldly  acceptation  of  the  expreflion,  God 
crowns,  or  finiftics  the  labour  of  the  year,  witK 
the  comfortable  and  joyous  gifts  of  harvefi.  In 
this  verfe,  the  Pfalmift  finely  defcribes  the  herbs. 
fruits,  and  flowers  of  the  earth,  as  a  lovely  crown 
fet  upon  her  head  by  the  Great  Creator,  at  whdfc 
command  the  heavens  coUeding  and  diftilling 
the  occafional  drops  of  rain,  perfedt  hcfr  produce, 
and  make  her  the  parent  of  general  blellings.  It 
likewife  contains  a  fpiritual  meaning,  which  as 
cbriflians^  my  brethren,  it  will  greatly  profit  us 
ever  to  keep  in  view ;  and  that  is,  that;  this  fame 
God  will  crown  with  evcrlafting  goodnefs  the  ac- 
ceptable year  of  the  Lord,  that  is,  the  year  of  his 
redeemed,  when  the  l^irit  of  hi*s  grace  Ihall  have 
accomplifhed  the  work  of  his  kingdom  upon  earth ; 
when  God  ihall  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  hea-1 
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ven  as  well  as  earth  fhall  be  full  of  the  glsKlnefs  of 
Jehovah.  And  here  the  comparifon  again  fupplies 
us  with  frefti  proof  of  God's  great  love  to  us;  for 
though  after  all  we  can  do^  we  are  moil  truly,  un- 
profitable fervants  to  bim,  lince  the  exercifes  of  re- 
ligion are  as  needful  for  our  own  happinefs,  as  our 
prefent  labours  are  for  our  worldly  fupport,  dill 
he  bleflfes  tofb,  far  beyond  our  de/erts ;  for  what  is 
all  we  can  do  for  God's  fake,  in  proportion  to  the 
riches  he  has  proinifed  to  the  obedient?  What  can 
the  beft  of  us  do,  without  his  belf^  and  how  gra- 
cious mud  he  be  for  rewarding  us  for  what  he  even 
enables  us  to  perform?  All  that  he  requires  isjin- 
cerity  in  our  endeavours,  and  to  ufe  thofe  means^ 
which  he  has  appointed  to  convey  ftrength  and 
power  to  his  creatures ;  and  in  fadt,  to  accomplifh 
the  greateft  happinefs  of  our  fouls,  even  more  than 
poflibly  can  be  conceived  by  us  in  the  prefent  cor- 
rupted ftate.  That,  then,  which  we  arc  directed  10 
pray  for  in  the  next  verfe^  is  that  thcfe.  refrefhing 
clouds  of  heavenly  dew,  may  drop  on  the  dwell- 
ings of  our  bearts^  in  this  wildernefs  of  our  earthly 
fojourning.  That  is,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfc,  that  we 
may  receive  faith  and  grace,  to  bring  forth  the  works 
of  righteoufnefs,  that  fo  as  the  rain  which  defcend- 
cth  from  heaven,  caufeth  even  the  barren  wilder- 
nefs to  become  a  green  paflure,  and  clotheth  the 
dry  and  naked  hills  with  garments  of  joy,  and  glad<- 
nefs  (in  which  fenfe  the  little  bills  are /aid  to  rejoice 
on  every  fide) ^  fo  the  fpirit  of  God,  when  poured 
out  from  on  high  upon  the  gentile  world  of  old, 
<:onverted  that  wildernefs  into  a  fruitful  field,  while 

I  the 
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the  churthes  riling  on  all  fides^  like  little  Scttii^ 
hills,  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  gloiy. 
We  (hould  pray,  that  thus  it  may  be  with  all  our 
churches^  which,  according  to  the  figure  ufq4  by 
the  Pfalniift,  we  fee  towering  all  around  the  ha^ 
wc  live  in ;  that  their  minifters  may  be  blcfled  with 
the  grace  of  the  fpirit  of  God ;  rightly  to  xlivide 
the  word,  to  the  convidlion  and  converfiou;i  of 
the  finner ;  and  that  grace  may  be  (hed  aJu-oad  ia 
all  our  hearts ;  that  as  according  to  the  hzj^^y 
cfFedt  of  God's  vifiting  the  earth,  the  vallies  ftw4 
thick  with  corn,  as  he  blelTeth  the  folds  with  ful- 
nefs  of  (hecp ;  fo  all  thefe  figns  which  are  ufed  in  a 
prophetical  fenfe,  in  Scripture,  to  point  out  to  uf 
better  things^  may  be  received  by  us,  as  there  in- 
tended,  to  fignify  the  times  of  confolation,  and  re* 
frefhment,  of  peace  and  fruitfulnefs  in  the  church, 
vhich  breaks  forth  with  joy  in  one  cafe,  as  the  world 
is  always  ready  to  do  in  die  other. 

It  is  a  moft  juft  and  lively  figure  with  which  £hc 
prophet  concludes  this  joyful  Pfalm,  that  the  vaU 
liesjballftandfo  thick  with  com^  that  they /ball  laugh 
andjing.  This  is  a  poetical  mode  of  fpecch  which 
you  may  all  eafily  underftand,  and  fee  the  beauty  of. 
The  joy  of  the  human  heart  doth  naturally  difcover 
itfelf  by  mirth  and  finging.  Therefore,  when  tjh© 
fields  are  filled  with  reapers,  gleaners,  induftrious, 
and  rejoicing  hufbandmen,  the  Pfalmifl,  by  an  eafj 
and  beautiful  figure,  afcribeth  the  voice  of  joy 
and  gladnefs  to  the  very  earthy  that  is  the  cauje  of 
it :  and  thus  doth  truly  fay,  that  the  hills  and  vaU 
iiej  themfelves  appear  to  laugh  andjing.     I  defy  any 

one 
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one  who  hath  the  welfare  of  his  neighbor  and  fel- 
low-creature warm  at  heart ;  that  hath  the  glory  of 
the  good  God  alive  upon  his  foul»  to  enter  the  bufy 
fields  at  this  moll  joyful  feafon,  without  fecret  re- 
joicings and  thankfgiving ;  without  gratitude  to 
God,  and  good-will  to  men.  And  even  though  he 
has  no  immediate  felf-intereft  in  the  Ifcehe  to  excite 
his  mirth,  yet  he  muft  receive  pleafure  at  the  generd 
appearance  of  joy  and  bleflings  all  around  him. 

Now  if  fuch  arf  effe<%  can  be  produced  in  thofe 
who  only  ^ttfpeSlators  of  this  pleafing  fccne,  what 
gratitude  may  we  not  expeft  to  arife  in  the  hearts 
of  tbem  who  arc  materially  benefited  by  thefe  bleflf- 
ings  of  the  Almighty:  Whether  thi^  is  truly  the 
cafe,  or  not,  muft  be  decided  by  the  inward  feel- 
ings of  your  own  hearts :  I  can  only  fay  it  ought  to 
be  the  cafe..  And  as  it  is  my  peculiar  office,  and 
bounden  duty,  to  admonifti  you  on  all  occafions, 
where  your  choiccft  welfare  is  at  ftake,  permit  vm 
here,  to  make  a  few  ferious  applications  upon  the 
general  fubjcft  now  before  us. 

And  firft,  I  would  moft  affeftionatcly  exhort 
you,  my  dear  brethren,  to  attend  to  this  needful 
warning ;  which,  to  the  frail  nature  oi  fome^  may 
be  very  profitable  in  guarding  them  from  a  moft 
ferious  trcfpafs  againft  their  Heavenly  Benefaftor, 
and  confequently,  againft  the  peace  of  their  own 
fouls. 

Bewve  then,  my  friends,  left  at  this  plentiful  fca- 
fon,  when  the  vaUies  should  laugh  snd  Jin^,  upon  a 
principle  of  gratifiil  ]oy  on  your'  part,  and  labor  be 
rendered  eafy^  by  a  chearful  heart  in  them  that  ferve 

you; 
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you ;  beware,  I  fay,  that  no  lurking  fpirit  oi greedi^ 
nefs^  that  no  want  kX fellow-^feeling^  interfere  with  this 
plealing  defcription  of  the  Fja ^mift.   O !  beware,  left 
inflead  of  jajy  and  gladnefs,  fgi>i^gt   and  mourning 
Ihould  enter  into  your  fields !  left  the*  difconfolate 
widow,  or  the  ne)Kdy  children  of  the  poor,  (hould 
be  deprived  of  the  expefted  comforts  that  the  over- 
flowings of  plenty  doth  providentially  yield  them 
at  this  particular  feafon ;  and  left  mifling  the  glean- 
ings oi  your  fruitful  landsy  their  forrowful  complaint 
fhould  reach  the  ears  of  Him,  who  pitieth  the  poor, 
and  lifteneth  to  the  cry  of  the  helplefs,  and  oppreflcd. 
And  particularly,  at  this  time,  I  would  recommend 
a  merciful  delay  in  turning  your  cattle  into  the 
fields  too  foon,  before  the  poor  have  got  the  utmoft 
benefit  of  their  accidental  harveft,  left  there  be  Jpoil 
and  V)afle^  of  what  has  ever  been  defigned  by  the 
appointnient  of  God's  providence,  for  theoccafional 
fuccour,  and  fupport  of  the  needy ;  but  let  the  poor, 
I  fay,  have  tytxy  pofftble  advantage  jCry?,  that  their 
fcanty  circumftance  requires,  and  the  God  of  nature 
hath  allotted  them,  •  You  would  do  well  to  recoi- 
led alfo^  that  even  under  the  late  fore  neceffities  of 
the  multitude,  you  reaped  an  Qccafional,  and  extraor-* 
tinarj  profit.   I  do  not  fay,  that  any  particular  pcr- 
fons  here  prcfent,  were  the  cauje  of  their  wants, 
but  wherever  the  caufe  originated,  every  pojfejfor  of 
grain,    was   eventually  benefited.     And   this    ihould 
afford  another  argument  for  every  kind  of  mercy  and 
indulgence  towards  your  fuffering  brethren.     For, 
pray  let  me  alk,  for  whom  do  they  toil  ?  for  whom 
do^hcy  wafte  their  ftrcngth,  and  wear  out  all  their 

lives? 
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( ves  ?  ^0  whom  a^re  yx>u  4;k^bt£d  for  the  frtpflra- 
iion  of  your  land^^  aa4  for  t\icjffuring  the  product  «f 
tbem,  but  to  che  allifta^e  qf  tj^  laicftrer  ?  Or  if  it 
'  pleafes  God  at  aay  time,  to  fuffcr  fuch  a  temporary 
Icarcity^  a$  in  the  na^re  of  things  tnuft  bjc  rnqfi 
feverely  felt  by  t\^t,'ifidigent  i  who  (in  the  name 
of  common  fen((e)  can  be  fo  much  bound  by  every 
.prii>ciple  of  gratitude  to  God^  and  humanity  to  vum^ 
by  tytxy  plea  of  reqfon^  and  jufiicc^  to  relieve  the 
dillrefle3  of  the  poor  man>  as  they  who  Iroe^  who 
tToJper^  who  often  are  enriched  by  the  fweat  of  their 
brow  ?  Depend  upon  it,  my  brethren,  God  permits 
fuch  occailons  to  try  us  ;  to  afford  judgment 
.i(gai;ift  us  out  of  our  own  mouths^  .if  we  continue 
hard-hearted  to  the  affli(Aed,  and  ungrateful  to  Bm 
for  the  numerous  undeferved  benefits  we  receive 
from  his  hands ;  and  doubtlefs  to  reward  us  like- 
wiicj  w  ith  the  blefTed  expectation  of  good  and  faithful 
ffrvantSy  if  fo  we  prove  ourfelves  to  be  juft  ftewards 
x>i  his  manifold  gifts  and  graces.  I  do  therefore 
moft  carneflly  admonifh  you,  my  friends,  to  forbear 
the  cruel,  and  wicked  pradiice  of  depriving  the 
poor  of  their  right,  by  preferring  the  feeding  your 
cattle  to  the  feeding  your  feUaw^creatures^  lefl  you 
Ihould  draw  down  the  judgment  of  heaven  upon 
you  for  fuch  ,unfee|ing  condud.  The  behefit  of 
gleaning  to  the  poor>  is  a  cuflom  of  as  old  a  date,  as 
any  we  read  of,  it  has  the  fandion  of  divine  com^ 
enand.  Thus  we  re^d  in  Levit.  xix.  9j  iq.  ff^hefi 
ye  reap  the  barvefi  of  your  land^  tboujbalt  not  gather  the 
gleanings  of  thy  hifrvefi.  Again>  Deut.  xxiv.  %o  and 
21.    When  tpfiH    ieateji  thine  olive^tree^   thou  fialt 

net 
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nbt  p  V0&  fhe  ibughs  again  -,  'sobeh  Aeu  geilhirejt  fhg 
grofftsafthj  vineyard,  tbbufidltnot  ghan  it  eftertimr'd: 
it  fitdt  he  for  theftranger,  tbefathlcrkjs,  Oiiithe  wid&a;. 
And  attend  to  the  ecttfe^enci-  of  fuch  libfet^l,  mer- 
dfiil  condutfl,  that  the  Lord  thy  Cod  May  htifs  thee  i>i^ 
the  work  of  tby  Bands;  iberefofe  I'cottMaM  ibei  ti  d6 
this  thiHg.  And  it  wcAild  helji  greatly  to  hUmtirfc, 
attd  foften  thoft  WKb  at-c  unhappily  bthenvife  dif-i 
pofed,  to  confidcralfo,  thcr^-^Oid'givtefortlieiii' 
obfervahce  of  this  liM^,  tbdu  Jbali  r^Mer  tbasAid 
vocft  d bondman  in'&^ypt,  andibe'Ldfd  ti^'tjod redeitfiei 
the  tbenee ;  th«i  kppKcitioh  of  ^ft:H  remttttbranfc^ 
iriaybe  jdftly  made 'to  twariy  in  tfifdife  tiihes,  to  ariy| 
WhbAl  Gbd^ha^'raWHd  froth'k  fow'eWatte  M  lifli',  M 
filhircd'thdi-'ihdffttry  ^ith  ftidcifs;  THfey /rt^a 
fMmer,  rtiifibhlcteltdhgirig- to  'thi^,  wtre  ««(?  itt 
^e'^M  liiitMi^zlie  o(  tiecejfity  i  iinfrf  tttit  astHrf 
forte  hStftd*  thai}  '¥aifetb','  can  bVing  iWwiri^i^/ltr 
%  6^  ^^tf^e^ty  ihcYiniim  be?  i^dftciid' tW  al!{ 
flttia^^fciitbmAWhfees  Ugaih,  as  iheirpdOi-tAigHbdW; 
todthdrt^it  !»•«/»«*' 'and  jW^^'fhbd/d  go  handftf 
hihd-.tij  ehga^  fhelbvii^^-kiniflrfeis  bf^the  Lordttt' 
m/iJ*^  his  biyffli 
Afe/tty  tii-etihtbhi 

wife  t6  UttfertdYo^'a^-kttbthtr  'pt^^Sr'  a^^ieatfdn'bif 
my  fubje<ft.  I  believe  it  will  not  be  deriflJd'bf  Stiiy 
6he  whb  liks  eicpefiefice  of  what  pktt&iii  i\rbibrt, 
whtt'Halb  made  any  feriOUff  obfervktidii  how^WstiHirtif 
is  occifidnillf  afftiftedby  the  things  of  this  ttfdfid'l 
but- that' th«  hotjr  of  Ibccefs  of  any  kind,  arid  We 
ttlortieht  "of'bafy  care,  arc  feafons  big  with  darigitr- 
ousr  tbtnptation,  and  more  to  be  ifeariSi^han  iri^ 

pro/. 
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fro/jperous  conditipn ;  in  fhort^  coo  apt  to  wean  him 

from  coniidering  the  things  that  belong  mod  to  his 

peace.    I  mean  to  fay«  that  the  one  grand  thing  need* 

ful,  is  not  fo  much  in  our  thoughts»  when  thus 

engagedj  as  it  mighty  and  ought  to  be  i  yet  every 

Chriftian    rouft    confefs.    we    (hould    not    have 

our  affections  thus  wholly  engroiTed  by  worldly 

matters.     The  more  the  work  of  our  hands  is 

hkffed,   the  readier  we  fhould  be  to  look  up  to 

Him,  that  profpereth  whatever  diligence  may  b^ 

neceffary    and   commendable,   on  tho/e  days  that 

God  hath  kindly  allotted  for  us^  to  labor  in  our 

callings.    We  fhould  be  veryx^utious,  not  to  rob 

liim  of  that  fervice  which  he  has  particularly  ap« 

pointed  for  his  own  hol^  worlhip,  and  honon   .We 

are  as  much  bound  by  gratitude,  to  praife  and  ferve 

him  when  all  things  go.  well  with, -lis,. .as  we.w'tto 

fear  an^  beg  forgivenefs,  when  <^ui;  affairs  feem  to 

wear  a  left  thriving  proipedt.  .  The  Pfalmift  wifely 

44nionifhes  us,  whm  riches  increqfe  not,  to.  Jet  out  k^^trts 

f^m  them.    We  cannot  be  too  wary,  therefore,  ca 

afcribe^the  glory  where  ^lone  it  is  due,  and  to  let 

no  worldly  cares  what<^ver^  enfnare  us.  ifr9fn  being 

mindful,  that  there  is  mother  harveft  in  liore  for 

us,  of  .which  this  may  be  jnadc. a, very, lively,  aad 

ufeful  j^^lr^e^  ,  -      , 

Induftry .  mud  on  no  account  be  dilcouragM 

among  ;us ;  it  is  the  duty  of  num  not  to  be  flothfui 

Xn  bufinefs.    In  the/weat  of  his  brow  it  was  ordinned 

that  hejhould  eat  his  Ifread^  after  he  was  driven  frooo 

the  eafy  and  happy  flate  in  which  he  was  created, 

and  placed  at  the  beginning.     Meat,  and  clothingi 

'  .         ^  it 
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.  it  is  certain,  mud  be  procured ;  an  honed  return  of 
rent  muft  ht  attended  to :  families  mull  be  pro- 
vided for ;  and  if  a  little  (lore  can  be  obtained  to 
help  the  days  of  age  or  ficknefs,  it  is  a  foreiight 
by  no  means  contradidory  to  Chriftian  duty«    AU 
thisj  we  know^  requires  care  and  labour ;  and  de^ 
pend  upon  it,  God  knew  this  as  well  as  we,  when 
he  diftinguifhed  the  days'  on  which  his  creatures 
fliould  work,  and  when  a  holy  reft  was  peccflTary  for 
them.    Wc  muft  never  forget  then  (my  brethren) 
that  we  have  another  calling  befides  this  outward 
hufbandry,  the  foul  muft  be  provided  for,  or  (like 
the  prodigal)  we  Ihall  ftarve  in  the  midft  of  plenty; 
We  may  be  troubled  and  careful  about  many  tbiflgs^ 
but  we   muft  take  efpecial  care,  likewife,  not  to 
negled:  the  one  thing  needful:  for  though  we  have,  in 
a  worldly  fenfc>  many  affairs  to  attend  to,  yet,  ii> 
tmth,  we  have  but  one,  to  which  all  the  others 
Ihould  be  fubfervientv  We  are  fent  into  this  world, 
merely  to  prepare  for  another ;  and  if  the  grand 
bufinefs  of  our  foul*s  health  is .  minded,  thje  pthen^ 
are  all  Included  in  it.     If  that  fail,  or  languifhes, 
whatever  fucccis  the  others  xt^^Jeem  to  have,  they 
will  all  come  \to  nothing.     God  will  not  give  a  final 
blefling  to  our  labours,  if  they  have  riot  his  gjory 
chiefly  in  view-     They  may  thrive  at  prejent,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  mtural  courfe  of  things,  but  judgment 
will  overtake  o\xx  friends,  our  children,  or  aurf elves, 
if  wc  arc  found  to  labour  only  f^r  the  things  that.p^. 
rip).     Be  cautious,  then  (my  brethren)  not  to  di- 
vide your  heart,  and  care,  for  where  your  treafure  is^ 
there  will  your  heart  be  alfo.     Remember  the  fen- 

tcncc 
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tcncc  agalnft  iht  covetous  worldluig-:  5^wr  JM, 
this  night  JBaH  fby  foul  be  required  of  thee,  and  then, 
^bfefhall  thefe  things  he  ?  Study  to  be  able  to  fay^ 
what  wc  muft  all  fay  at  the  day  of  judgment,  or  it 
would  have  been  better  for  us  wc  had  never  been 
bohi;  Ibavefintjhed  the  work  wbicb  Thou,  O  Faiber, 
gjavefi  me  to  do.  And  herein  appears  the  wifdom  and 
gobdnefe  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  he  hath  ap- 
poirtttd^unto  cvtry  man  his  work.  At  the  fame 
time,  therefore,  that  you-  ate  to  confider  the  bufinefs 
whieK  jirefehts  itfcif  in  the  daily  order  of  provi- 
dence, as  the  work  which  God  appoints  you  in 
this  life;  you  muft  take  efpcciki  care  to  apply 
youiielves  to  it  in  a-manner  worthy  the  grateftil^ 
antf  faithful  (ervants-  of  God.  You  miift  pray  to 
him  thtt  it  fiiay  not  interfere  iiritK  the  neceflSiry 
thoughts  of  his  divine  favouK  Hfft  yoti  ihould  be  * 
iHcliikrf'  to  attribute  too  miiclf  to  your  own  meUtz 
but  you  muft  be  continually  thahkf^l  to  Him 
1«rhb  has  rendered  ybu  bdth  ikiiful,  and  able  to 
worki  and  who  has  given  tiHeffing  on  the  cafKng 
at  which  he  hsls  placed  yod.  A%)OVedl  things,  let 
it  ndt  tempf  you  to  r6b  hini  of  His-ftated  worfhip, 
but  rather  rejoice  at  the  r^/«r»  of  that  fealbti,  which 
aTFbrds  you  the  happy  Ifcifurc  to  think  tif  ^  future 
ftatc ;  to  praife  him  for  thd  blefllngs  of  the  fix 
days' paft;  and*  to  apply  to  him  for  further  pro- 
teftion  and  fuccefs,  in  the  week  before  you.  Thus 
will  all  your  moft  afllduous  labours  be  converted 
into  a  religious  fervice ;  you  will  happily  obtaiii 
grace  to  ferve  God  in  the  f eld,  as  well  as  in  his 

Houfe^  AND  YOUR  SKD   SHALL  BE  BLESSED.      And  tO 

do 
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do  this  more  cfFedually,  accuftom  yourfelvcs  to 
inward  prayeri  and  pious  ejaculation.    In  the  midft 
of  the  moft  plentiful  crop ;  and  even  in  the  natu- 
re expedition  to/ecure  it :  nothing  will  be  hindered 
by  fuch  devout  and    humble  thoughts  as  thefe. 
How  littU  do  I  deferve  tbeje  blejjings  f — In  truths  the 
earth  U  filed  with  the  Goodneft  of  the  Lord^  as  the 
waters  Cover  tbejeal — God  give  me  a  pateful  hearty 
to  confefs  his  care  over  my  affairs^  and  to  make 
the  fuitable  returns  of  a  dependent  creature^— Can 
I  praife   his   holy  name  too  much  for  the  health 
zxAftrengtb  io  needful  to  infpedt  my  worldly  bufi- 
nefs?*>-May  God  enlarge  my  heart  to  etberSi  in 
proportion  as  he  has  profpered  me.^^Mzy  this 
fuccefs  help  to /often,  inftead  of  hardening  my  na*^ 
turcj  and  prevent  my  placing  confidence  in  perilh* 
ing  riches.-<-May  the  wiles  of  the  tempter  have  no 
power  to  feduce  me  in  this  bufy  time  of  triaL^^^ 
May  I  never  lofe  fight  of  this  important  truth  s 
that  I  have  heed  of  continual ftnrgivenefs  for  my  daily 
fins^  and  failings.-^And  may  thefe  good  days^  in^ 
ftead  of  flackening  my  endeavours  for  faith  and 
grace  through  Jefus  Chrift,  remind  me  of  the  prin* 
cipal  duty  of  my  life ;  and  that  I  muft  fo  ufe  all 
the  mercies  God  vouchfafes  me^  as  to  make  me 
meet  for  an  inheritance  among  them  that  are  fane- 
tified. 

By  fuch  ufeful  checks  as  thefe  (my  friends)  the 
bufinefs  of  this  worlds  and  prudent  care,  will  not 
interfere  with  religious  caution ;  but  you  will  expe* 
rience  grace  through  the  help  of  God's  mofi  Blcfied 
Spirit^  to  qus^lify  all  your  toil*     While  you  heat 
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your  vaUies  laugh  and  Jing,  you  will  be  abloj  with 
pious  tranfport^  to  exclaim  j  Manifold  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works,  O  Lord;  whether  of  nature,  or  of 
giace.  Sorely  ift  wifdom,  and  loving  kindnefs^  haft  Jhu 
modi  thcff^  ^«  In  every  feafon  (he  earth  overflow- 
pth  with  thy  riches.  M^y  the  harveft  of  the  prcr 
fent  time^  continually  remind  and  fit  us  for  the 
more  glorious  harveft  of  eternal  glory. 

May  this  be  the  happy  lot  of  all  who  hear  mc, 
,   through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Q\iX\^ 
pur  Lord. '  Now,  &c.    Amen. 
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,  Psalm  Jxiv.  5,6,7,  8,  9. 

They  encourage  tbemfehes  ht  mi/chief:  and  commune 
among  ihemfelves^  bow  they  rnay  lay  Jnares^  and 
Jay,  tb(it  no  man  Jfjall  fee  tbem,  .  ^bey  imagine 
wickednefs  and  practice  it :  that  tbey  keep  fecret 
fimong  tbeipjelves,  every  man  in  the  deep  of  his 
heart f  But  Gqd  Jball Juddenly  Jbqot  at  them  witb 
fif^ift  arrow :  that  tbeyjhatl  be  wounded.  Tea 
their  own  tongue  Jball  make  tbe/n  fall:  infomucb 
that  wbofo  feetb  them  fball  laugh  them  to  f corn. 
And  all  m^n  that  fee  it  Jball  fay,  this  bath  God 
done :  for  tbey  Jhall  perceive  that  it  is  bi^  work. 

IHA VE  made  choice  of  thefe  words,  rtiy  brethren', 
for  my  text,  being  a  portion  of  the  very  fu  it- 
able  fervice  appointed  by  our  church,  on  the  par- 
ticular occafion  of  our  meeting  this  day.  They  fet 
before  us  a  defcription  of  the  method  that  wicked 
fncn  take  in  general,  to  accomplifli  their  fecrct 
Villanies;  and  fo  exadly  defcribe*  the  abominable 
contrivance  of  theenemiesof  our  church  and  ftate, 
in  the  times  to  which  this  anniverfaryrefer?  us, 
$hat  perl^ps  I  coulcf  lix  on  nowofdr  in  fcripttirc 
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more  at>plicablc  to  the  fubjeft  of  wb^t  I  purpoib  to 
deliver  to  you  ft  this  tim^. 

The  text  ppcn^,  w^th  poin^ng  qut  to  u$|  th(( 
manner  in  which  (he  wicked  fr0fied  in  theif  devices.  , 
They  encourage  one  another  in  their  evi)  4^fiKnf ;  ths^ 
i^^  thjcy  uCe  all  kind  qf  art^  to  feduce^  ai)d  bring 
Others  ove^  to  the  CMnm^iHon  of  their  purpofed 
wickednefs.  They  cofpmune  with  tbeftffelve^,  an^ 
fay,  that  no  man  fit^l  fee  them ;  they  cpnfujt  fp 
'deeply^  and  are  (p  clofe  in  their  plots,  tj^at  they  pror 
mUe  themfelves  the  utm^  fecurity.  The  tfsxt  then 
continues  to  (hew  u$»  how  vain  is  thefupport  of  all 
wickednef$ ;  and  thi$  is  If  id  open  in  a  very  fiioft, 
but  complete  difo^very ;  th(^f  Gt^dfiall  fuddenlyjboot 
fit  them  with  a  fwift  arrow^  that  they  fiall  b^ 
wounded.  All  at  once^  in  the  moil  unexpedled 
manner^  and  with  ^he  fureft  aimj  their  contrivances 
ihall  be  difappointed^  and  their  merited  puniih- 
ment  follow.  That  eye  wjiich  furyeycth  all  thing? 
at  one  view^  (hall  prevent  tl|p  fnifchief ;  fnd  fs  to 
thp  infirt^^nt,  thaf,  which  they  of  all  others,  Icaft 
fufpefted,  but  (as  in  all  God*s  operatipns j  the  mo(t 
jpflfedual,  Ihall  pf ove  the  caufe  of  their  deftrudion, 
for  even  their  own  ttmgue^  Jball  make  them  /(dl  ^  which  I 
Ihall  more  particularly  makq  appear.  In  thf  fliQit 
jjiiftory  of  the  cvcnt^  that  may  be  neceflary  to  lay 
before  you  on  this  occf  fion-  Lallly>  ^l  men  tbeit 
fee  it  Jbaafgs;,  this  bath  God  d%ne,  for  tbeyJbaUpar^ 
cehe.  that  it  is,  bi^  work.  yfhtt\  fhe  koowledlgc  of 
thi^  cpnfptrfcy 'cf  m?tQ  ha  made  ^blic,  thp  invctcv 
racy  pf  the  principle^  pfi  iiiiich  i(  wa«  fiwjnded;  the 
f efolu(ion  |nd  confe^ueijc;  ^f  the  feveral  aftors  ia 
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It ;  and  thfe  danger  that  attended  any  one  that  fhould 
diftlofe  it ;  in  fliort^  the  little  probability  of  its 
being  prevented,  from  the  very  fecret  meafu  res  that 
had  been  taken }  and  indeed  from  the  little  fijfpi- 
cion  any  one  could  entertain  of  fo  diabolical  an  in«> 
Ir^ntion^  having  entered  into  the  defign  of  men ; 
all  tended^  to  afcribe  the  deliverance  tti  the  riANb 
or  Gop ;  and  that  by  the  moft  gtxi6vti^  arid  fin** 
gular  intervention.  Every  grateful  perfoh  that 
efcaped,  M*a8  ready  to  exclaim,  TUs  btUb  God  dtmt, 
fittbey  ftainfy  piroivedibai  it  was  his  wtrk.  By,  this 
Aort,  and  eafy  paraphrafe^  or  explanatory  appli»- 
cacioti  <tf  the  principal  portions  of  the  ttxtg  you 
inttft  readily  obferve,  my  brethren^  herw  iftrf 
|>ointed  k  is  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  day^ 

Tjie  general  inftradion  to  be  derived  frofri  the 
^reldifation  of  particular  times  like  thefe^  is  the 
nu^tfying  the  praife  of  Ood  Almighty,  and  cul* 
mating  the  feeda  of  rdigioua  gratitude  in  the  hdirti 
of  Chriftians.  As  precedents,  or  authority  for  thel^ 
national  duties,  we  have  abundant  itiihmces  in  the 
hiftory  of  God's  ancient  pMple^r  whcf  were  ftriAly 
commanded,  to  celebrate  the  gfeat  deliterances 
they  had  received^  by  the  moft  ibletuflf  a<fls  of 
public  worihip,  and  due  thank%iving.  Any  one 
converfant  with  the  Old  Teftamtnt,  iKuft  be  fo 
convinced  of  this,  that  it  would  be  entirely  fuper^ 
fluous  to  enumerate  particulars.  iThe  autbority  oC 
the  proceedii^,  therefidre^  beiog  iodifpucable  from 
evidence  of  Holy  Writ,  it  gives  folemnity  to  the 
pious  cuftoms  of  our  anceftors ;  it  both  evinces  their 
fcnfe  of  God's  favor^^  and  prote^ion  i  and  fiiould 
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animate  us,  to  acknowledge  with  equal  gratitudk', 
and  fincerity,  that  if  the  Lord  himfelf  bad  not  been  on 
(iurfide,  when  fuch  wicked  »«f  ^<if^^  againft  us,  they 
bad /wallowed  us  up  quick,  when  tbey  were  Jo  wraths 
Juily  d/pofed  againjt  Uf. 

The  end  of  all  thiqgSj  is  the  glory -of  God  ;  and 
it  is  the  want  of  due  attention  to  the  innumerable 
mercies  we  have  received,  both  public,  and  private, 
-thfit  we  iwik  into  that, (lumber  of  infenfibility, 
v^hich  disgraces,  the  character  of  dependant  crea- 
jjtures;  th^t  checks^ the  growth,  of  the  religious 
principle  which  ihould  didinguiih  us  as  CbriJUans, 
and  which,  if  encpur^ged,  .vo.ul4  at  thie  fjstmetiroe 
.^at  it  magnified  the  undefervod  favor  of  the  Lord, 
prevent  the.  vifitation  of  his  future  judgment,  dc- 
jiounced  againft  ingratitude  and. dif<d>edience.  «  To 
i>ur  (bame,  we,muft  acknowledge,  our  general  dc- 
j)ortment  is  tOQ  oftcji  thereyerfc.  However  gra- 
cious the  ^ifjps,  however  important  the  deliverance 
ircmi  the  danger,  the  proud,  and  careless  mind  .of 
jnan  di(regard$  i^he  Author  of  every  blefllngt  and 
4oon  forgets  ih&hand  that. made,  andftill.preferves 
him.         ,,.:.. 

The  nogkiS:,  fn  many  places,  to  preferve  the 
femcmbrance  of  this  remarkable  circtimftance  of 
.providential  Ja^^our  towards  our  government  and 
jiaiion,  in  tjie  fojemn.,manner  .which  both  Church 
i^nd  State  have  cc^niiderately  provided,  calls  for 
reformation.  All^  who  by.  their,  attendance  on  the 
fervicc  of  the  day, .  do  teftify.  a  commendable  rc- 
§pt6t  to  the  pious  ordinances  of  our  cihtblilhe4 
Church,  and  .thereby  difcover. a  rcadinefs  to  ex- 
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ifciic  a  proper  fcnfe  of  God's  pafi  mercies  to  us, 
muft  feel  that  inward  fatisfaCtion,  which  cvtty  zA 
of  proper  duty  always  yields ;  aiid  in  truth,  by 
fuch  obedicDCCi  we  offer  God  our  bounden  thanks 
and  praife  for  evciy  national  bleiling  Mre  enjoy,  by 
thus  acknowlddgitig  thc/brf^er  prefcrvation,  which 
alone  could  have  fecured  fuch  great  advantages. 

And  at  nd  time,  furely^  could  more  attention  de- 
ferve  to  be  fhctvn  to  an  anniverfafy  of  this  kind^ 
than  in  our  own  immeJUite  day,  when  we  have  fb  re- 
cently experienced  ftejb  mercy  from  above,  by  the 
marvelous  ^Icape  of  our  prefcnt  Sovereign  from 
the  wicked  deiigns  of  his  eilemies,  and  the  enemies 
of  our  Chilrch,  and  State  of  couffe.  Had  the 
world,  indeed,  been  happily  fo  reformed^  fince  the 
period  of  that  dreadful  plot  (the  deliverance  from 
which  we  this  day  commemorate)  that  by  the  ge- 
neral purity  of  men's  lives,  the  contrivance  of  fuch 
unequalled  wickednefs  might  almofl  pafs  iox  fabu-^ 
lous,  there  might  be  fome  plea  f6r  difcontinuing 
the  rertiembrance  of  it :  But  alas !  do  we  not  fee 
that  the  very  fame  barbarous  fpirit  ftill  dwells  in 
human  nature?  The  fame  rebellious  difpofition 
againfl:  God's  laws,  the  fame  contempt  in  the 
minds  of  many,  againfl  thofe,  whom  by  the  'ap- 
pointment of  his  providence,  he  hath  anointed  as 
law/ul  rulers  over  his  people.  And,  in  fhort,  the 
fame  mad  defire  prevails  to  introduce  anarchy,  and 
univerfal  mifchief  and  diftrcfs  in  the  land  ;  for  the 
purpofe  of  gratifying  private  prejudices.  On  the 
Hioft  deftruftive  principles.  The  only  differenct 
that  we  may  unhappily  difcover  in  the  turbulent 
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and  dinifTcdled  men  of  thcprtfaii  day,  is,  that  they 
are  aduated  by  inter^fia  of  another  complexion  from 
that  which  inftigated  the  P^pift?  plot.  The  bigotry 
of  zfali  religion  infpired  the  cruel  zeat  of  the  con- 
fpirators  of  tbqfe  days ;  the  wa$a  of  all  religion  is  the 
chaiaderiftic  of  modern  innovafors^  as  the  miferies 
of  a  neighbouring  kingdom  fulfy  prove,  and  the 
woeful  con/equence  will  always  be  the,>!wfj  whenever 
lawlefs  power  is  permitted  to  obtain  its  wifhes. 

The  nature  of  the  crime  remains  the^ySww^,  whe- 
ther oor  King  and  rulers  are  deftroyed  by  gunpow^ 
der,  or  afiaflinated  any  other  way,  and  our  ph:fer- 
vation  from  the  horrid  effeSs  of  fuch  a  calamity 
does  equally  demand  our  gratitude  to  God,  and 
abhorrence  of  the  iniquitous  attempt.  As  every 
religious  perfon,  therefore,  knows  that  it  is  He 
alone  viho/nappetb  the  kow  Mnd  breaketb  the  Jpear  a- 
funder\  and  that  it  Is  under  the  divine  protedion 
we  are  (hielded  from  every  harm;  it  behoves  us, 
more  particularly^  my  brethren,  at  this  time^  to  re^* 
turn  our  humble,  and  hearty  thanks  to  our  AU 
mighty  defender,  for  fruftrating  the  ddigns  of  the 
wicked,  againft  our  lawful  Sovereign,  and  faving 
uf  of  courfe,  from  the  manifold  evils  that  mull 
have  followed  fo  (hocking  an  event.  Mmdir,  and 
mifcry  in  every  fhape,  we  fee  hath,  overwhelmed 
the  land,  where  God  hath  fuffered  his  fore  judg- 
ments to  fake  place.  Since  regular  government 
hath  been  deftroyed,  violence,  oppreflion,  and  the 
worl^  of  tyranny  has  fucceeded.  God  will  avenge 
the  blood  of  the  innocent,  and  doubtlefs  in  all 
ihefc  terrible  convulfions,  many  of  /ia^  defcriptioa 
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fall  viAims  to  the  barbarity  of  their  furious  ene-* 
mics.  Surely^  then^  we  cannot  be  too  thankful  Tor 
having  as  yet  efcaped  thefe  bitter  forrows;  and 
with  a  due  fenfe  of  fuch  und^ferved  mercy  to- 
wards us»  I  (hould  have  felt  myfelf  equally  want- 
ing in  profcflional  duty^  if  on  fo  lingular  an  occa* 
fion  of  celcbrapng  God's  praife  for  firmer  deli-* 
veranc«s>  1  had  pafled  over  fo  Jimilar  an  attempt 
to  involve  the  kingdom  in  diftrefs,  and  (b  particu- 
far  an  inltance  of  His  repeated^  and  moft  gracloua 
protedion.  ^ 

From  the  fpirit  of  thefe  fentiments,  my  brethren^ 
I  am  inclined  to  enter  a  little  into  the  particular 
hiftory  of  this  extraordinary  events  and  that  from 
two  confiderations : 

( 1.)  For  the  information  of  any  among  you^  who 
may  be  totally  ignorant  of  the  particulars  of  this 
plot:  and  (2.)  by  placing  it  in  a  religious  point  of 
view;  to  extol  the  prodigious  goodnefs  and  pow- 
er of  the  Mod  High ;  and  thereby  render  it  (as 
was  originally  intended)  a  facrifice  of  humble^ 
grateful  praife  to  our  Divine  Deliverer^  and  as  a 
pradical  fervice  to  hiver  us  in  our  own  efteem ;  to 
Jhrengtbin  our  dependance  uppn  God  for  all  things^ 
by  ihewing  the  infufficiency  of  man,  for  fafety^ 
without  his  care ;  and  in  (hort,  to  prove  that  our 
helpjiaudeib  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord^  who  baib  made 
Heaven  and  earib. 


ku  addition  was  made  in  the  year  1795*  ^^^^  dajrt  after 
the  King  wai  thoaght  to  htjh^t  at^  as  he  was  going  to  the  pariisi- 
ment  houfe,  in  hu  coach  of  ftafei  and  mercifolly  faved  from  any 
harm  by  the  over-roling  power  of  Divine  Providence*  Vvw  hmm 
I,  tigi  the  lerdPrderyttb  bis  ansmtid.    Pfal. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  I  fliall  conclude  with  a  Chriftian  applica- 
tion of  the  whole  fubjecfl,  (hewing  in  what  temper 
1KC  (Iiould  receive  every  aflault  from  the  mofl:  cruel 
enemies,  by  attending  to  this  falutary  admonition, 
That  vengeance  is  the  Lord's^ '  and  be  will  repay ^  in  bii 
iwn  beji  timcy  and  manner. 

(i.)  The  period  when  this  Very  sttrocious  plot 
was  laid,  and  happily  fruftratcd,  was  in  the  reigrt 
of  King  James  the  firft.  The  particular  circum- 
fiances  of  thofe  times,  wiiraffbfd  us  Tome  account 
of  what  could  pofTibly  give  rife,  to  fuch  a  dark,  and 
terrible  confpiracy*  .  Yoii  are  to  obferve,  that  the 
unwarrantable  power  o^  the.  Pope,  or  Fatl^er  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  over  the  (ihurch  government  of 
this  country  had  but  lately  received  its  final  blow, 
by  the  blefled  eftablilhmcht  of  our  ecclefiafticai 
affairs,  under  the  proteftant  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, King  James's  predecelTor  on  the  throne  of 
ihefc  kingdoms.  The  many  and  dangerous  cfrors, 
both  dodrinal,  and  practical,  that  had  drCpt^into 
the  church  (called  Roman,  catholic,)  during  afuc- 
ccffion  of  ages  from  the  firfl:  fettling  of  Chciftianity 
rendered  a  reformation  of  that  church  moft  truly 
xieceffary>  and  dcfirable,  in  the  eyes  of  all  fenfible, 
and  ftridly  pious  Chriftiaris.  Through  the  means 
of  an  event  that  occafioned  a  great  difpute  between 
one  of  our  former  Kings  *,  and  the  Pope  of  Rome, 
the  firft  ftep  towards  a  proteftant  fucceflion  and  re- 
ligious reformation,  was  happily  laid  in  this  country. 
By  aboliftiing   the   Pope's  fupremacy   over  our 

*  Henry  tbe  Eighth,  FatBcr  of  Qgeea  Elizabeth* 
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.chulrh,  and  Princes,  his  power  of  courfe  declined 
apace,  and  began  to  be  difputed  in  other  countries 
likewife ;  for  about  this  time,  the  preaching,  writ- 
ings, and  zealous  induftVy  of  an  aftivc  Prieft  *  iA 
Germany,  greatly  aflifted  the,  proteftant  caufc  in 
general,  and  our  further  deliverance  from  fuperfti- 
tion,  tyranny,  and  error.  Thus,  the  Almighty, 
who  can  bring  good  out  of  evil,  by  inftrumentt 
which,  to  fhallow-fighted  mortals,  might  appear 
inadequate  to  the  end,  was  pleafed  to  dired:  and  lay 
the  bafis  of  our  prefent  degree  of  purity  and  free- 
dom, both  in  church,  and  ftate.  Inftances  innu- 
merable, of  bleilings  and  improvements,  both-  to 
individuals,  and  whole  kingdoms,  might  be  traced 
to  caufes  very  trifling  -  in  themfelves,  or  feeminglf  9 
not  even  correfponding  with  any  pious  effeds.  Wc 
lAoft  be*  caodous,  therefore,  not  to'  be  over  partial 
to  any  proceeding  which  is  in  itfelf  manifeftly  allied 
to  evil,  becaufe  the  Lord  permitted  it. ulttmaiity  to 
produce  a  general  benefit^  but  zl\  fuch  exiraordinmj 
ftn^iquencis  fliould  teach  us,  to  magnify  his  power, 
and  wiidom,  who  can  over-rule  the  blindnefs  of 
the  wicked,  to  produce  fuch  works  as  oblige  man- 
kind to  wonder.  For  inftance, .  in  the  firft  grand 
reformation,  in  the  redemption  >  of  the  world  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  though  the  bafeft  ingratitude,  cruelty, 
and  perve^fenefs,  were  inftrumentaLto  the  iftgheft 
aft  of  mercy  which  earth  and  Heaven  will  join  to 
celebrate  to  all  eternity;  ftill  we  mutt  ever  hold  in 
abhorrence,  the  flagitious  conduct  of.the  a(5lors  who 

.  .*  Maitin  Ladietr . 

had 
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had  no  dejSgftt  to  anf wcr  but  their  own  tvil  inciiiuU 
tions. 

.  But  to  our  fubjed«  You  need  hardly  be  toldj 
that  felfiih,  and  wicked  xrharaders  compofe  a  con«- 
fiderable  portion  of  the  cotntnunity  in  all  nations. 
In  every  revolution  and  alteration  of  worldly  fyf* 
tcntsj  vail  numbers  of  miertftid  perfons  will  be 
found  in  oppofition  to  the  fainft  fide.  Again  i 
prejudice  of  education,  uniting  with  thefe  principles, 
cannot  be  exped»d  to  be  immediately  fubdued,  and 
41$  itiany  of  thefe  prejudices  were  inherited  by  num- 
bers that  were  otherwife  well-meaning  men«  and 
poflefled  of  wealthy  and  popular  irifluencct  pmrtm 
were  naturally  formed  in  various  quartera  of  the 
kingdom,  which  carried  proportionate  weight  in 
their  decifion.  But  above  all^  in  confequence  of 
Che  extreme  ignorance  of  the  people  at  hxfgt^  the 
habit  of  errer  had  thrown  a  power  into  the  innds 
€f  eke  Romiih  clergy  of  thofc  days,  wUch  rendered 
thofn  very  foflmdaUc.  Thefe  being  difpoftffixl  of 
.tiieir  profitablei  and  eafy  pofts^  and  ui^gcd  1^  €bt 
united  influence  of  pride,  prejudice^  ^tyij^^mta^^ 
iK>  wonder  that  they  were  inclined  to  oppofe  a  ipirit 
of  rrfermatum^  which  fo  manifeftly  threatened  the 
downfall  of  their  femar.  They  therefore  higm  i$ 
wuAi  m  fmM  JUi^  0im  A^t  %vMf^  for  by  the  falie  and 
captilfeitiflg  allorements  of  their  art»  $b^  irtigpitf  m 
fmaUffi^  ume  thiwtfehis.  On  all  occafions^  there^ 
lore,  they  afiemUed  the  advocates  of  the  former 
fiiperftition^  and  like  Denkctrius  of  old^  arguing 
tbea  ty  ibif  cr^t  ye  know  we  have  eur  wealth  $  thqr 
proceeded  to  refill  t|ie  protefiant  caufcj  with  all  the 

artifice 
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artifice  that  dcludolf  and  unprincipled  minds  could 
^ibrica(a. 

To  a  confpiracy  of  ilicli  d^Iappointcd,  and  furi-r 
oua  male-contents^  we  owe  the  hiilory  of  the  Pvu^ier 
Pioi ;  a  plan  £b  deeply  mifchievous^  and  cnici  ix|  its 
defign,  that  all  hiflory^  cannot  aflford  one  exceeds 
ing  ir  in  deviliih  (Contrivance.  It  was  by  a 
fecret  ftoragc  of  a  great  quantity  of  that  deftrudive 
compofition  Gunpowderi  that  the  enemies  of  our 
church  and  ftate^  intended  fp  blow  up  the  three 
compofite  parts  of  government ;  King,  Lords,  and 
CommonSi  wh^n  fully  afiembled  on  the  bufinefs  of 
the  nation.  And  had  not  the  ey«  of  Heaven  bee^ 
Uratchful  over  that  K^ormation,  its  Providence  fo 
iM&dofuUy  direAed ;  had  not  the  arm  of  Omni- 
potence  interfered  to  fhelter  the  friend^  of  libeity; 
.  mnd  found  religion ;  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  fuch  # 
plot  would  doubtlefs  have  given  a  wound  not 
fcadiiy  healed«  and  made  way  for  the  ufurpation  of 
that  power,  «nd  the  exercife  of  that  influence^ 
which  the  goodnefs  of  God  towards  us  as  a  nation^ 
(bought  proper  in  time  to  aboliih,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  bis  purrr  krvicft,  ^  thp  happinefi  of  hii 
people. 

But  wt(  do  not  meet  here,  my  brethren,  to  levil^ 
#rrsignf  aod  reproach  our  enemies,  or  to  renew  anf 
odious  enquiries  as  to  the  particular  agents  if}  die 
iniquity ;  |et  iheir  fins,  and  the  memory  of  them^ 
perifli  together,  furdicr  than  thqr  afford  dife  matter 
fKif  pious  gratitude  for  our  efcape  i  and  the  memu  of 
irftablifliing  in  our  hearts,  this  never^iatling  truth, 
fbgt  wbUitoefiU  our  truft  in  G$d^  w$  nnd  mt  fHm 

nghat 
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fobai  tnancan  do  unto  us.  This  leads  'me  to'an  occa«' 
iional  remark,  which  may  be  worthy  your  attention 
in  continuation  of  the  little  (ketch  IHave  afforded 
you  of  this  tranfatSiion,  and  indeed,  to  which  this 
pertinent  obfervation  of  the  Pfalmift  fo  obvioufly 
direds,  in  thefe  remarkable  words,  ^bat  into  tht 
famejnare  which  tbey  bid  privUy,  the  ungodly  (in  one 
{cnttY/ell  tbemfehes ;  fo  certain  is  it  That  when  thi 
fjord  doth  execute  judgmdnt^  the  ungodly  is  trapped  in  the 
work  of  bis  own  bands:  for  it  is  a  fad:  very  memo- 
rable in  the  ilTuc  of  this  dreadful  bufinefs,  that  a 
number  of  the  confpirators,  who  had  been  pre-r 
paring  an  intended  infurredion  of  the  people,  to 
ffcottd  the  mine  that  was  conftiivded  at  WeftniinlleF, 
when  they  found  their  plot  difcovered,  fl<xl  diflferent 
ways  to  alTemble  thofe  friends^  they  hoped  woul4 
rife  in  their  defence.  Thefe  wretched  men,  being 
at  laft  compelled,  to  the  number  of  about  one  hunr 
dredy  to  ftop  at  a  houfe  in  Warwickftiire,  where 
they  were  refolved  to  make  a  dejperate  Jiand,  a  (park 
pf  fire  happening  to  fall  upon  fome  gunpowder, 
that  was  laid  todry^  it  accidentally  blew  up,  and  fo 
jmimed  the  principal  confpirators,  that  the  re- 
mainder were  obliged  to  open  the  doors,  and  make 
the  beftefcape.tbey  could.  By  this*  ftrange  acci- 
i^cnt,*  they  were  punifhed  in  the  very  manner  they 
had  barbaroufly  prajeded  againft  their  King^  and 
Chunt/ywen,  and  at  the  &me  time,  by  this  provi- 
^ntial  •  interfejcence  much  innocent  bloQd(hed  wa$ 
prevented  of  thqfc  oppo(ing  them,  (ince  we  may 
.nTcJl  fuppofe,  they  would  have  foW  their  lives  as 
^raepoflibjic. ,  v  ^ 

-   .,  Th? 
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The  text  prefents  us  with  another  obfervation  dq 

lefs  deferving  notice.     In  the  punilhment  of  the 

wicked  it  is  faid,  their  own  tongue  Jball  make  tbern 

fally  and  this  alludes  particularly  to  the  furpfizing 

method  of  the  difcovery. 

What  a  blelled  principle,  my  brethren,  is  it  to 
encourage  4  belief,  ths^t  God  is  above  the  Devil  Ijx 
all  things }  and  that  out  of  every  difafteri  private^ 
or  public,  he  can,  and  will  deliver  them  who  are 
engaged  in  the  good  work  of  forwarding  his  glory. 
Annpngthe  vaft  variety  of  fccondary  caufes  tha( 
God  employs  in  his  government  of  temporal  events; 
perhaps  there,  stre  none  more  curious,  than  that 
i^hich  led  to  the  prevention  qf  the  fhocking  maf^ 
iacre  intended  to  have  been  perpretatcd  a^  above 
^efcribed.  It  is  truly  lingular,  in  t}iis  extraordi* 
narytcsUe,  how  powerful  virtue  is  in  its  effe£l  (where 
only  ane  particle  of  the  gipnuine  principle  remains), 
to  triumpl^lpver  s|ll  the  treacherous,  and  prevailing 
interefts  of  vice.  Thp  account  I  am  about  to  men« 
f  ion,  is  regiftored  in  all  our  hiftpries. 

One  of  the  traitors,  a  man  of  high  birth,  being 
v^illing  to  fave  the  life  of  a  nobleman^  very  dear  to 
^im,  conveyed  a  letter  to  hi^n  in  an  unknown 
hand,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
inent.  T|ie  letter  was  written  in  very  myfterious 
terms,  and  intreated  him,  as  he  valued  his  life^  to 
fiay  away  from  the  bnsuing  parliament.  Iq 
confequence  of  this  event,  fufpicions,  and  enqui-- 
ries,  were  foon  abroad ;  but  nothing  fatisfadory 
fould  be  decided*  At  length  the  penetration  of 
^he  King  bimfelf^  determined  him  to  conclude,  from 
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the  fingular  wording  of  the  letter,  that  fomc  fud-. 
den  danger  was  preparing,  through  the  means  of 

It  was  only  the  very  mgbt  befcu  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  that  orders  were  fent  to  examine  the 
vaults,  on  which  the  houfe  is  biiilt;  when  a  train 
was  found  leading  to  thirt}vfix  barrels  of  powde^; 
and  one  Fawkes  difcovered  in  diiguife*  and  prepay  • 
ing  to  execute  the  infernal  projed,  in  which  him* 
felf  inevitably  mud  have  periihed.  So  far  then, 
we  may  truly  fay  in  the  words  of  the  text,  yea  their 
0WH  tongues  Jball  make  them  fall. 

But  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Lord  are  no  left 

marvellous,  than  his  power;  his  goodnefs  endureth 

eontinually:  when  he  heginneth  he  maketh  an  end, 

and  well  doth  it  behove  us  to  utter  the  memory  of 

fits  goodnefs;   not  only  by  celebrating  his  Holy 

Name  for  this  mighty  deliverance  of  our  former 

governors  and  proteftant  forefathers,  but  alfo  for 

providing  for  the  continuance  of  thcfe  ineftimable 

benefits  to  «j,  the  happy  pofterity  of  his  rcfcucd 

fervants.    For  by  a  fingular  dire^ion  of  Divine 

Providence,  and  at  a  tiihe  when  mifchief  in  plots 

of  different  fhapes,  were  levelled  at  the  religion 

and  government  of  our  country,  we  are  prefentcd 

with  a  frejb  deliverance  i  with  a  circumftance  of 

douhle  joy,    and    praife:    it  being   in  this  t^xxxt 

iQonth,  and  on  the  day  alfb,  that  the  Prince  of 

Orange,  afterwards  King  Wilfiam  the  Third,  land- 

fA  with  his  army  to  defend  us  againft  the  defigns 

pf  both  inteftine,  znA  foreign  foes,  to  the  protcibklit 

^aufe,  and  Britilh  conftitutipn, 

Jajnes 
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^    yA«ti6%  tW  Second  ^ns  the  grand  fon  of  that  King 

-W1k!>  owed  hks  ftfcty  to  that  \it>ndcrful  PrdvideHce 

l^f  God   whkh   wii  this  day  cotnmemohitc.     In 

confequence  df  th^  crpubtes*of  his  father's  reign*, 

he  WIS  from  liis  in^ncy  cxpofed  to  foreign  eckr-^ 

MtiQn^      He  had  been  brtd  a  papift,    and  was 

ftnmgly  bigotted  to  the  principles  of  the  Romifli 

-Chukich.-      Thie  friends  of  defpotie  governhaent* 

a6  eiiemid  of  the  refofmatiohj    encout^ged  hia 

difpofition  to  arbitrary   power,     and  his  dedgh 

of  changing  th^  ell:abli(hed  religion  of  the  lands 

^ch    attempts    as    thefe    were    truly   alarming 

to  '  Pr^teftanti,    and    ^ngliflimen.     Im  this   t^-^ 

mfhity  of  danger,  the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God 

^iitft^  the  councils  of  our  ancelto^s  to  apply  to 

the  I^iiice  juft  mentioned  (who  had  married  the 

-eldefl:  daiijghtef  6f  the  King),  as  champion  of  thdr 

•  tights  I  his  fuccefs  is  well  knowti,  as  being  ilill 

happily  felt  by  us.     Under  the  gracious  prdteAion 

of  (^e  Almighty,  he  fettled  the  troubles  of  the  nd-* 

tioflj  by  defending  the  interefti  of  Church  artd 

States  he  provided  for  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown, 

in  the  proteftaht  line,  and  in  the  illuftrious  family 

trhicK  now  fills  the  throne.     With  ftrift  propriety 

'  then,  and  boundcn  gratitude,   may  we  celebr^e 

'  thUsfoto^  interference  of  Divine  Favor^  and  it  be- 

'  hoves  us  to  exalt  our  facrifice  of  pious  praife,  by 

iionfidering  what  we  now  enjoy,  in  confeqiience  of 

this  event,  as  well  as  what  we  tnigbt  have  been,  had 

Gdd  withheld  the  fhield  of  his  defence*     Inftead  of 


*  King  Charles  the  Firfti 
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a  free  and  profperous  peopl€»— inftead  of  a  pure 
religion,  and  decent  form  of  wor(hip,«— Ave  .might 
have  been  the  impoverifhed  ftibjeds  o(  injurious 
power,  or  the  flaves  of  foreign  defpots.  The  night 
of  error  and  fuperftition  would  have  again  invaded 
our  fpiritual  dawn,  and  the  extravagant  fopperies 
^of  artifice  and  delufion^  would  have  deprived  us  of 
that  fubftantial  hope,  which  a  rational  and  enlight- 
ened worihip  prefents  to  the  very  loweft  of  Chrift's 
faithful  fervants. 

The  memory  of  fuch  a  valuable  inftniment  of 
good  may  therefore  juilly  be  called  glorious,  both 
from  his^terference,  and  intrepidity  in  reicuing 
us  from  the  yoke  of  foreign  power,  and  immortal 
Ukewife,  we  charitably  truft  it  will  be  found,  in 
proportion  to  the  purity  of  the  motive  that  urged 
this  valiant  Prince  to  rilk  his  perfon,  and  encoun- 
ter various  conflids,  in  order  to  cffcd:  the  bleflings 
we  enjoy . 

With  a  view  of  injuring  the  interefts  of  religion, 
men  of  a  licentious  mind  and  unfair  reafoning,  art 
ready  to  objcdt  that  every  material  revokition  ori- 
ginates in  the  miftakes  of  pions  zealz  a  candid 
review  of  the  mod  memorable  changes  in  our 
own  affairs  will  eaflly  refute  this  chaige.  No  oae 
hardly  will  deny  that  Fawkes  and  CromweU^  were 
equally  divcfted  of  every  particle  of  purr  religm. 
Each  of  them  put  on  the  mafks  of  furious  zeal  to 
cover  the  impulfe  of  malice,  and  ambition.  Prin- 
ciples of  a  very  difFej;ent  caft  induced  them  to  pur- 
fue  their  favourite  defigns,  by  the  aid  of  the  pre- 
vailing oppofitton  that  marked  the  interefls  of  their 

party. 
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{Kuty.  And  for  the  honor  of  genuine  religionj  wc 
may  defy  the  bitiereft  enemy  of  its  caufe,  to  (hew 
one  inftance^  where  perIecution«  or  oppreflion^  were 
inftigated  by  a  chief,  whofe  private  character  was 
eminent^  or  exemplary  fbJ:  christian  virtue. 

To  conclude^  with  a  (hort  application  of  what 
has  been  faid  to  you  upon  this  occafion.  In  every 
viGcation  or  deliverance  we  receive^  whether  as  in-* 
dividuals,  or  members  of  the  community  at  large^ 
it  is  the  part  of  truly  humble  and  experienced 
Chriftians,  to  refolve  the  event  jnto  the  wifdom 
ind  mercy  of  Cod.  The  example  of  our  fuffering 
mafter  admonifties  us  not  to  bear  hard  even  upon 
our  rnemies,  hut  to  forgive,  znd  pray  for  them.  It 
is  enough  that  we  are  refcued  from  thtix  fnares^ 
To  him  be  the  glory  of  out  efcapi^  and  the  recom- 
pence  of  their  animofity* 

And  though  it  may  be  wife  and  proper,  to  guard 
againft  encroachments  upon  thoie  floated  bounda- 
ries, which  are  provided  for  the  general  fafety  of 
eftabliflied  rights,  and  privileges  %  yet  we  muft  be 
Very  cautious,  to  avoid  that  fpirit,  which  has  oc^ 
cafionally  msirked  the  condu(5t  of  our  enemies  in 
former  times. 

Neither  the  advantages  of  our  prefent  education, 
md  our  better  light,  can  warrant  us  to  infult  or  in-- 
jure  any  defcription  of  our  fellow-fubjedls  who 
happen  to  differ  from  us  in  matters  of  fpiritual  con- 
cern; on  the  contrary,  our  emerging  from  bigotry 
fhould  teach  a  pu^er  condudl ;  and  though  we  have 
numbers  on  our  fide ;  this  will  by  no  means  jullify 
our  injuring  their  property,  endangering  their  lives, 

S  2  or 


br  deft  toying  their  irahi tat  ions,  upbti  ^rtty  p^ftitS 
ftitmife  cF  preference  oFophiron,  that  mifgronrided 
lear  of  their  dififFedion,  or  reftlefs,  artful,  and 
Seditious  minds  may  propagate ;  and  mnch  Itfs,  in 
confequence  of  our  fupferiority  in  power.  Thanfc 
lieaven,  the  ancient  prejudices  which  gave  birth  to 
the  turbulent  commotions  of  the  times,  to  which 
this  anniverlary  alludes>  have  long  worn  off.  The 
cxiftence  of  an  idle,  opulent,  and  dangerous  dc- 
fcription  of  priefts  *  has  been  for  fomc  time  pall 
acknowledgedf,  not  only  u/ele/s,  but  even  injurious 
to  the  peace  of  nations,  by  all  enlightened  and  fcn- 
lible  Roman  catholics  themfelves.  Whether  this 
X)nct  powerful  body  of  ihert,  could  poflibly  be  adu- 
lated by  the  pure  principles  ofchriftian  faidi,  wliflc 
To  generally  ettgholTed  by  political  intrigue,  and  de- 
moted to  ambition,  requires  but  little  confideratlbn 
to  determine.  Still,  we  arc  not  juftifiable  in  con- 
founding  the  virtuous  exertions  of  any  people,  with 
the  errors  and  mifconduft  that  may  "have  marked 
T6me  particular  orders  itmong  thein*  We  mull  not 
deny,  nor  can  we  forget,  without  confiderable  in- 
gratitude, that  our  univerfities,  our  churches,  and 
principal  foundations  of  piety,  and  learning,  are 
largely  indebted  to  the  generous,  endownhents,  and 
religious  zeal,  of  Ihofe  judicious  benefadtors,  who 
though  they  lived  under  a  church  government  rf 
lefs  evangelical  coaftitution,  than  that  we  now  en* 
Joy,  yet  had  they  evidently  the  univerfal  welfare  of 
the  church  of  Chrift  at  heart,  or  they  would  never 

•  Thfl  Jeittltt.  ^ 

have 


Tf!£   FI^XH   OF  NOVEMBER.  ^i^ 

H«T  prqh^cd  fych  yalftabl^  and  pcrm^cnt  prpv^ 
fipif  for  iu  aiiniftiy. 

tfapsily  thqfc  jc^loufic?,  wh^ch  fo  frcqucn|)[y 
iaisx^sed  to  difturb  the  harmony  of  fellqY^-(pbJ€<:^js^ 
cti|  the  principles  now  mentioned,  have  long  fincf 
fubfided:  men  are  generally  convinq^d^  that  ^ 
foDBign  power  can  have  no  more  reafoniibl^  clain^ 
to  gpyem  this  reaiip,  than  our  princes  have  tp  d?^ 
iride  upon  the  aflfair^  of  Rome.  The  invaluable 
pr^^eftion  afforded  by  pur  cxceUeijt  lawsi  to  lihrty 
rf  cof{fmnce^  and  fecMrliy  of  property^,  has  madf 
j^ili^ful  rubje(9:s  of  all  denominations  on  principle^ 
<^(Qunde(l  wifdom ;  and  allowing  (or  ;:he  ipQuencf 
0(  fducaim,^s^nd  the  inherent  fentiments  of  parti^ 
cular families^  we  no  loi^r  refted  upon,  our  fellowr 
cit)zen$  for  ferving  God>  as  they  have  been  taught^ 
j>Vt  unite  as  chriftian,  and  loyal  countrymen^  in 
on^  common  baufe>  to  preferve  the  general  free«- 
.doosj  and  defei^  th^  pillars  of  our  conftitution. 
£y  ^is  firm  leag^e^  though  innovation  may  attem{]d: 
oc^onal  attaclfLs^  it  fpon  evaporatps  (under  provir 
ikntjal  guardif^nlhip)  in  the  unnoticed  zeal  of  in^ 
cptifider^te  ii^dividuals ;  who  while  they  venture 
uyoA  i)o  injrlngemenf  of  the  civil  power ^  are  fuflfered 
to  enjoy  their  fayorite  feqtiments  in  peace. 

And  here  I  (hpuld  difmi^s  you>  but  that  the  par.- 
tif;q]ar  occaiioo  of  our  m^etlngj  and  the  alarming 
ferment  of  public  affairs  now  agitating  a  neigh- 
bouring natiofij  fecm  to  require  a  few  (hort  re- 
marHs  refpe^ing  fUch  Jiprriblc  commotions.  In  a 
polUic(il  f^nfe^  we  may  juftly  apply  the  Pfalmift's 
i^^gusge  (o  tliop:  very  feripu^  tr9ubles^  that  the 
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fiundations  of  the  earth  feem  out  of  cmirfe.  This 
marvellous  revolution  is  condu&ed  by  a  party«  thae 
far  from  affuming  the  cloke  oi pious  zeal,  to  cover 
their  temporal  purfuits  (as  is  often  objeded  whendif- 
order&of  this  kind  take  place)  they  molt  boldly  and 
profanely  contemn  all  holy  infltidnce  what  ever  %  de- 
ride in  general  the  interference  of  Divine  protec- 
tion I  and  reprobate  the  value  of  all  religious  inftu 
tulions,  and  Chriftian  ordinances.  They  prefump- 
tuoufly  defend  the  conceits  qf  their  own  vain  hearts, 
by  the  mere  power  of  their  mortal  arm,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  all  prudence^  human^  and  divine^  would 
cred:  a  fyftem  of  their  own  throughout  the  world, 
on  principles  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can 
neither  be  profperous,  or  durable. 

The  ufc,  my  brethren,  that  we  (hould  make  of 
all  fuch  violent  commotions,  is  to  refled^  how  &r 
the  hand  of  Heaven  msiy  be  difcerned,  in  thefe  heavy 
vifitations.  To  attend  how  near  we  arc  approach- 
ing to  the  manners  of  thefe  fuffering  people,  in  &- 
vity,  licentioufnefs,  ahufe  of  God's  moft  folemn  ap- 
pointments (efpecially  his  Holy  Sabbath),  and  above 
all,  our  foul  ingratitude  towards  our  heavenly  Be« 
nefadlor,  for  the  stxy  many  mercies  wc  have  re- 
ceived, and  the  extraordinary  bleflings  we  ftiH 
enjoy.  To  be  content  with  our  prefent  happy 
form  of  government;  to  promote  peace,  and  unity 
among  each  other ;  and  individually  and  fpeedily> 
to  begin  a  reformation  oT.  ihofe  darling  fins  which 
do  moft  eafily  befet  us ;  \  left  finally,  we  contribute 
to  provoke  the  vengeance  of  the  Lord  to  over- 
take us.   as  in  his  wife  4iccree«,  wc  fee  it  daity 
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do^  all  thofe^  who  abofe  his  goodnefs^  and  difputei 
his  power.  Let  us  beware  alfo^  not  uncharitably 
to  fix  the  burthen  of  his  wrath  to  any  particular 
ferfons^  or  to  determine  fuch  awful  events  by  the 
meafures  of  our  own  blind  reafoning ;  but  patiently 
to  wait  the  ifluej  under  due  aflurance^  that  God 
will  overrule  the  wickednefs  of  men  for  fome  good 
end^  to  thoie  who  fear  him ;  and  to  the  eternal 
glory  of  his  own  great  name.  In  the  mean  time, 
let  us  incefiintly  put  up  our  humble  and  earneft 
players  to  God^  (on  principles  of  Chriflian  and/eU 
low  feeling)  that  He  will  be  pleafed  to  fpare  his 
creatures  to  repentance^  fOr  the  fake  of  thofe 
ivho  have  not  yet  bowed  down  to  Baal,  and  in  his 
good  time^  to  give  unity,  peace,  and  concord  to  all 
nations. 

To  concludes — As  to  religion^  I  believe  it  may  be 
truly  faid^  a  fafer  and  lefs  exceptionable  mode  of 
ferving  Godj»  and  glorifying  our  Redeemer  does  not 
exift  in  any  Chriff ian  ftate  than  that  we  profefs. 
It  behoves  us^  therefore^  to  ufe  it  for  the  end  it  was 
vouchfafed  to  us^  and  while  we  forbear  to  hazard 
any  encroachments  that  may  endanger  its  founda- 
tion, let  us  beware  of  yielding  to  intemperate  zeal 
in  oppofing  thofe  who  are  not  partial  to  its  forms  t 
confiding  in  the  found  conftrudion  of  the  fabric, 
and  nothing  doubting,  but  that  when  reafbn  (hall 
be  fated  with  the  unprofitable  flights  of  fancy,  and  • 
in  proportion  as  men  have  wifdom  to  make  the 
plain  word  of  God  thcit general  rule,  fuch  eiforts»  as 
violent  oppofition  may  inflame  to  frenzy^  will  na^ 
turallyfubfido  by  moderate  treatment.    In  fhort; 
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mj  fricndti  wtf  fik>uld  own  no  enefnks  bus  th».^«f 
^  Cbrij}^  our  Blefled  L»ord  and  Savior ;  s^nd  circa:for  ? 
^Ir^  whoj  blinded  by  the  proud  Go||coit$  of  a  wil4i 
philofophy*  do  pbftinately  reje<%  the  p<:!^i,ve  r^* 
velation  of  his  gloriouA  word^  we  ihoMid  ^j\t  s|b4 
fervently  petition^  that  theit  pyes  may-  be  ^pene^ 
in  fee  the  ligbti  ^nd  their  hfiart^  touched*  with  % 
gratcfiil  fenfe  of  the  fundamental  principles<of  tHj^ 
Qpfpcl ;   Chrift  the  power  and  wifdom  of  G^$ 
God  incarnate  atoning  for  the  general  deprajvi^y 
of  human  nature ;  and  purchafing  a  power  to  ce^ 
^K  us  to  the  inheritance  of  the  children,  of  hit 
Heavenly  Father.     In  truths   the  above  defcrip-. 
tion  of  men  are  the  mofl:  dangerous  enemiea  of 
bof  h  Church  and  State,  becaufe  they  ftrikc  at  the 
root  of  all  grace  and  obedience.     From  cbriiliaA 
charity  to  their  own  fouls,  and'  th^  eternfd  inttrr 
efts  of  thofc  over  whom  they  hav*  any  inf)iieilc<^ 
lihey  cannot  be  too  much  difcouraged  s^lid  expofed^ 
by  men  <rf  piety  and  learning)  in  refpcft  to,  nhQ 
general  evil  tendency  of  their  opinions.     But  W\^ 
a&  common  fubjed^  of  the  realmj  they  are  in(itied 
to  all  the  bleifings  of  its  laws,  though  thc^  daiiy 
madly,  and  ungratefully  perfift  in  undervgluing 
the  conftitution. .  Their  worldly  property  alio,  is 
fs  facred  as  their  lives t  nor  can  any  unhappy  bias 
of  their  deluded  minds>  afford  one  particle  of  juft 
i>rctcncp  for  injuring  their  ^wiif,  their  ^<r/&;ffj^.of 
iftatesy    On  this  pure  principle  of  Chriftit^n  amityi 
nn^y  wf  all  haye  grace  to  p^erceive  our  refpedlive 
4uti»;  towa;-ds  pur  King,  our  governors,  and  our 
^|9w-iubje(^,  and  may  we  fo  paf$  tbroHgh  this 
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life  in  peace^  mutual  forbearance  and  good-will. 
that  finally^  we  may  meet  in  the  regions  of  ever^ 
lading  peace  and  joy  through  the  merits  and  media-- 
tion  of  Jefus  Chriflj  the  Lord  of  Life  and  Glory, 
TQwhoiBj  &Cf 


SER- 


SERMON  XVL 


FOR  CHRISTMAS-DAY, 


Luk;  ii.   II. 

For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day^  in  the  city  ofDavid^  a 
Saviour,  which  is  Cbrijl  the  Lord* 

THE  hiftoiy  of  this  blelTed  event,  as  here  re- 
lated by  the  Evangelift,  is  an  exadl  fulfilling 
of  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  who  thus  defcribes  the 
birth,  and  kingdom  of  Chrift,  with  the  overflow* 
ing  joy  that  (hall  be  to  all  people  on  this  glorious 
occafion.  For  unto  us  (faith  he)  a  child  is  hom^ 
unto  us  a  Jon  is  given ;  and  the  government  Jhall  he 
upon  hisftfoulder,  and  bis  name  Jball  be  called  tVon^ 
derfuUCounfellor'^The  Mighty  God— The  Everlaft^ 
ing  Father  ^-^The  Prince  of  Peace  —  Thefe  lofty 
words,  are  part  of  the  firft  leflbn  appointed  for  the 
particular  fervice  of  this  happy  day.  To  fet  forth 
the  riches  of  their  contents,  will  furnifh  abundant, 
and  joyful  matter  for  your  prefent  inftrudtion. 

If  it  is  a  natural  impulfe  to  exprefs  our  joy  when 
a  man  is  bom  into  the  world;  if  it  hath  been  a  cuf- 
torn  to  record  and  celebrate  the  day  that  reminds 
us  of  the  power  and  favor  of  God  in  fuiiering 
an  image  of  ourjelves  to  be  tranfmitted  to  poilerity! 
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How  much  more  incumbent  is  it  on  us,  to  honor 
the  annivcrfary^af'tiifi  Wrfchr  ^'tht  mighty  reprc- 
ientative  and  deliverer  of  the  human  race!  To 
Ihew  ourfelvfs  cxf^^Wg,  gUid  ^t  api  cv^nt,  which 
brought  tidings  of  great  joy  unto  all  nations.  Well 
may  we  exult  in  the  language  of  the  royal  Pfalmiftj 
and  fay^  This  is  theihmH^damg,  and  it  is  marvel- 
lous in  our  eyes :  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  bath 
made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be  gla4  in  it. 

The  method  I  IhaH  take,  for  your  fpiritual  im- 
pravoJWnt.  ^t  this,  timc^  my  brctHr^n,  will  bc  «P 
endeavour,,  with  God's  hc)p,  to  convince  you  of 
the  blefling  conferred  upon  us,  in  the  birth  of  our 
JUprd  ^nd  Saviour  J^fAis  Chrift ;  and  that  I  i^ajr 
the  better  prepare  your  mind  for  receiviag  (lie 
important  truiths  fuggefted  by  this  pleaiing  fubjjs^ 
I  ihall  pr^efent  Jt  to  you^  in  tbr^e  points  of  view*  i 

^    Firft ;  as  it  leads  us  to  examine  the  furpjrifiqg  ; 

pi^phefri^s  which  preceded  thi«  wondeHtil  cv^t.  j 

^   Se<:Qndly  \  a^  it  eng^^es  ithe  attention  tq  confidef  \ 

th^  valuable   benefits  derived  to  the  world  fifooi  ^ 

.Ghrift's.  being  bora  in  it  j  and, 

Trhirdly ;  I  QialJ  make  fuch  an  applkatk)a  qf 
the  whole  fubjei^  to  our  immediate  cond^dl,  wJuc)i 
I  truft,  through  your  prayqr$  to  God,  to  enable  yp)i 
to  zQi  coniifteatly  on  dl  folemp  d^ya  vA  timssi 
will  f  Antributc  to  render  you  ^uly  feiidble  i|i  whjt 
4uaivicr>  it.  concerns  ^very  real  chriftian  to  ^iDfcrvc 
ti^^  4*yr»  >^nd  feafon  .in  ft^rticular^ 

{:i^)  .The  moft  reipa/J^bk  prophecies  rul^tjngip 
4hp,pfW>iife  ci  Che  cgniingpf  ChriA  *r«  thefc  :rrW/p 
jr^E^  in  |h§  Mii^  sn^  .xi^  ^feaptiy-js  ^4  Jiaiabj  i\» 
\  \\  God 
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»       • 

GoJ  fcnt  fiis  Tervant  to  King  Ahai  in  ordtt  W 
comfort  him  in  the  extremity  of  his  fears  of  bcr 
!ng  iiWaded,  and  fpcnled  by  his  enemies ;  and  the 
token  which  he  gave,  that  they  Ihould  not  pre* 
vail  againft  his   people,    was   exprefled  in  theft 
words :  fberefdre  tbf  Lsrd  himfelf^  pall  ghe  you  ajipi ; 
Sebt>ld  a  VirgittJbaU  conceive  aitd  bear  a  fin^  and  jhaH 
tall  his  name  Immanueh    This  prediftion  agrees  ex- 
a<My  with  th^  following,   recoi^led  by  JeremiaSi^ 
irt  chap.  xxxi.  ver.  22.  The  Lord  hath  creaSed  a  nep 
thing  on  the  rartb,  a  "womanJhaU  compafs  a  man.    ThafC 
is,  God  fhall  produce  a  new  creation  of  a  man ;  anA 
it  ifatdl  be  moft  truly  a  creation,  becaufe  it  is  to  b^ 
^pirwugh  t  in  one  ftx,  without  the  other ;  and  thfc 
accomfAiihment  of  the  fame  is  fully  cxprclfed  in 
Luke  i.  35.    When  a  natural  doubt  prcfented  it- 
-ferlf  to  the  highly  favoured  party,  concerning  fiich 
a  mirack,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  was  fent  to  iin- 
^Id  the  manner  of  the  cirtumftancc.    The  Hofy 
Gbojl  fiiatl  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Higb^ 
fb^li  overjhadow  thee,  therefore  alfo  that  holy  one  which 
Jball  be  bnm  of  thee,  fhall  he  called  the  Son  of  God.  And 
agreeable  to  this  declaration  by  the  angel,  the  ori- 
ginal word  Imnianuel,  under  ^vhich  title  the  Met- 
fiah  was  promifed,  is  interpreted,  God  with  us. 

Further;  the  prophet  Micah,  ch.  V.  ver.  2.  ex- 
prcfsly  foretold  the  verypAtf^ofChrift^s  nativity,  iti 

•  thefe  remarkable  words*:  But  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephra^ 
tah,  though  thou  be  Utile  among  the  thoufands  of  ^udah, 

yet  out  of  theeJhaU  He  come  forth  unto  tne,  who  is  to  hi- 

Ruler  in  ^ael,  whofe  goings  forth  have  been  from  old, 

Jrom  rvirli^mg,  that  is,  who  was  pre-ordained  fa 
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the  office  of  Mefliah^  before  the  worlds  were  madet 
who  in  the  wife  and  gracious  decrees  of  the  Moft 
High> .  was  to  take  Our  nature'  upon  him^  and  to 
fuffer^  and  triumph  in  it  over  deaths  finj  and 
Satan. 

From  thefe  extraordinary  pi'edi&ions^  tve  fee 
that  the  expellaiion  of  God's  Holy  a^iointed  Son» 
was  held  out  to  the  world  very  long  before  his 
being  bom  in  it;  antl  herein  the  Wifdom  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  doth  eminently  (hine }  for  as  this 
Divine  Perfon  was  in  the  fame  unerring  defign, 
to  figure  in  a  low  and  defpifed  condition,  in  point 
of  worldly  confequence,  God  thereby  difcovers  the 
infignificancy  of  all  temporal  grandeur  in  bisjigfift, 
and  the  much  more  illuftrious  honours  l^  which 
he  chofe  to  diflinguifh  Him  who  was  to  be  the 
higheft  that  was  born  of  woman.  To  this .  end« 
humble  as  the  birth  of  our  Lord  appeared,  both  in 
regard  to  outward  circumflances,  and  earthly  pa»- 
rentagej  yet  we  find  it  was  thought  worthy  of  being 
announced  by  an  embaffy  of  angels  from  on  high ; 
and  that  even  a  fign  was  appointed  in  the  heavens 
to  lead  to  the  fpot  of  his  nativity.  There,  both  the 
great  and  fmall  ones  of  the  earth  were  fummoned 
to  repair,  and  pay  that  homage  which  his  Holy 
Name,  and  future  office  called  for,  even  in  this  in* 
fant  ftate  of  his  appearing.  Thus  we  read  in  the 
fecond  lefTon  of  this  morning  fervice,  Luke  ii.  9* 
Thai  as  tbejbipberds  were  keeping  watch  over  iheflocis^ 

h  ^i^^»  ^^^  ^S^^  ¥  '^^  ^^^  ^^'^^  HP^^  tbem,  and 
ibe  glory  of  tbe  Lordjhone  round  about  tbem.    And  as 

they  were  naturally  furprifed  and  terrified,  at  fuch 
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an  uimfaal  vifionj  to  difpel  their  fears^  die  angds 
then  accofted  them  in  thefe  moft  cheaiing  wordsb 
which  go  before  the  text :  BeboU  wi  irmg  you  goad 
tidmgs  of  great  joy,  uhicbft>att'he  to  ailfiofle:  far  uatB 
ytm  is  bomtbis  day  m  the  tity  ofDcnnd^  a  Saviar,  whkk 
is  Ofnji  the  Lord. 

And  left  tbey  (hould  be  dilappointed  in  finding 
one  fo  different  in  point  of  ouiward  fituationt  from 
what  might  be  expeded  upon  fo  lingular  and  glo- 
rious a  manner  of  his  being  manifefted^  they  gave 
them  the  further  particular  token  recorded  in  the 
leflbn  of  the  dayj  by  which  they  might  be  certain 
of  the  truth  of  what  was  told  them^  confirming; 
the  value  of  their  blefled  melTagey  by  praiiing  God 
in  that  devout  and  folemn  hymn^  tranfmitted  to  us 
in  the  14th  vecfe— ^/^ry  to  God  in  the  highefi,  and  m 
earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men.  Further;  even 
the  wife  and  wealthy  among  the  Gentiles^  were 
likewife  fore-warned  to  vifit  and  worfhip  the  Hoif 
Child  JefttSj  and  join  in  thofe  honours  which  the 
Almighty  had  ordained  fhould  be  (hewn  his  Son. 
The  particulars  of  the  journey  which  the  wife 
men  of  the  Eaft  were  encouraged  to  undertake  to 
this  purpofe^  with  ^their  holy  zeal  in  obeying  the 
heavenly  fign^  afforded  for  their  diredion  to  the 
place  of  Chrift's  nativity^  is  fully  related  in  the 
fecond  of  St.  Matthew. 

Here  then,  my  brethren,  we  fiave  the  higheft 
authority  from  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  concerning 
this  event,  as  alfo  by  the  marvellous  figns  and  their 
effetfls,  upon  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  to  pay  be- 
coming honours  to  this  blefTed  feafon.    Juftiy  may 
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ire  adopt  the  language  df  the  Pfalmift»  ill  the^aiiU 
^efi  of  our  htertst  and  fay,  A^^2m  I'remmberiiHft 
"tirinp  I  p9mr  imt  my  Jpirit  vkibin  me  ;  /«wtf  witbth 
mutUtuieto  tbt  hmfk  rf  God  wiib  ibe  voice,  ^f  jty$  cml 
frai^,  with  them  that  ieef  hofy  d^y.  Highly  ddtk.it 
behove  us  to  employ  every  poflible  ttooAAs  of  true 
thankfgiviftg,  efpecially  when  we  refl^d  upon 
the  precious  benefits  derived  unto  us  from  Ckrift'^ 
appearance  in  our  nature*  This  was  the  fecdnd 
article  I  purpofed  to  advance  for  your  ferious  and 
grateful  confideration  at  thijs  time* 

As  I  am  now  addreffing  many^  who  notwldi* 
ftanding  all  the  advantages  afibrded  them  linddr  a 
pute>  and  chriftian  efiabliihment,  it  is  l:o  be  feasedi 
are  yet  lamentably  ignorant  df  the  moft  ccmunon 
inibrmation  upon  the  fubjed  of  &cred  hiftory :  and 
though  this  feafon  has  fo  often  returned  within 
thetr  knowledge,  yef  from  ignorance  and  difincli- 
nation  united,  they  are  apt  to  pafs  it  over,  as  a 
time  of  mere  annual  fellivity,  ahd  fenfual  enjof^ 
ment  (  I  will,  therefore,  jult  intimate  to  fucii^  In 
the  plaineft  manner,  the  literal  meaning  of  the 
title  by  which  this  feafon  is  diftinguiihed,  before 
I  proceed  to  the  mdre  material  enquiries  into  its 
fpiritual  and  ferious  confequencc.  This,  I  am 
fenfible,  may  appear  ibperfluous  to  /rnne^  but  in 
an  aflembly,  where  want  of  early  education  is  fo 
Common,  it  may  have  its  ufe  with  thofe  defirous  to 
be  in(lru<S:ed«  The  wotd  Christmas  is  formed 
of  that  particular  name  belonging  to  our  BlitS^ 
Lord,  which  lignifies  Moimed  (and  anfwers  to  tkc 
Hebrew  >^'ord  Me£iab)  and  in  its  united^  and  genr- 
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h\  Ctti^,  v^ith  the  word  mafj  added  Co  it>  implied 
the  fervice  of  the  church  performed  in  honour  of 
Chrift's  birth.  '  The  word  mafs  dpar^^  was  a  ternrl 
employed  in  early  times  to.^xprefs  the  whole  of  the 
tommoh  prayef;or  public  woffhip,  at  aty  bolyfeqfm^ 
By  the  incarndtion  or  tiairoity  of  Chrift,  we  under- 
Aand  the  coming  of  the  Mefliah*  in  human  nature  i 
and  if  we  allow  the  mind  to  d'well  upon  this  <iron-* 
drous  deed,  it  wiir  fSife  fuch  a  ftore  of  pious,  and 
ftffedting  thoughts,  as  will  help  our  growth  in  fpi-^ 
ritual  concerns,  and  prcVent  indifference,  or  dil^  ' 
honpqr  to  the  feafon. 

We  wilt  now  proceed,  to  weigh  tfi^  priiicipslt 
advantages  of  our  Saviour*s  birth,  even  under  th<* 
fctmingly  difcouraging  manner  of  it*  The  Apoftli 
^fligns'a  very  irnportant,  and  fatisfadorjr  reafbn  fof 
the  rfieannefs  and  dbfturity  of  Chrift's  appearantt 

in  ihe  world.  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  nmigb  be  was  ricb,  faith 

•  •  • 

Ae,  yet  for  your  Jakes  be  became  fotfty  tbat  ye  through 
mi  i^ovBRTY  migbt  be  made  rich.  Herein  he  difplayj^ 
ed  theTOoft  aftonilhing  condefcenfion,  and  love.  By 
th?s  humiliation,  he  comforteth  the  poor,  whd 
conipcfe  the  greater  portion  of  fociety,  and  wdlrii* 
cth  the  r/Vfr,  who  are  too  apt  to  be  enfnared  bf 
temporal  prbfperity.  The  fdrmcr  are  taught  td 
look  up  tb  Him  (Under  every  extremity  of.  ixH^ 
digence,  negleA-,  or  perfecution,}  whofc  wifdotfl 
preferred  that  ftate,  which  Providence  has  ord^r^ 
for  their  peculiar  lot*  They  are  encouraged  t6 
biHM  hope,  under  the  fcvereft  vifitfltions,  when  they 
contemplate  bis  fufitririgs,  who  though  tbi  Mghtne/i 
of*  bis  Father* s  glory j;  and  the  exprefs  image  «jf  "Wr 

'       T  Pnfon,^ 


Perfmt  was  ntfgitt  fa  h  ntade  a  tuatt  tffiffotoit  tM 
acfuainted  ^iib  grief,  (^  if  de/fifii  and  reJeSfed  cj 
his  trethnren.  And  when  they  further  reflet,  t}Mi$ 
to  fbe  paw  the  Gofpel  was  preached  i  fOid  that  the^  t>U 
Yine  Author  of  it,  was  pleafad  to  call  (uch  bit 
friends,  9>ho  patiMly  mb^ed  to  d^  (nd ;  furely  the 
humble  Chriftian  ttizy  re^p  great  €<infolatio|i»  tn- 
der  the  worft  of  circirmflCances  9  efpecially  whw 
he  recaffa  the  choice  hb  gracipus  Mai^e^  madej  and 
that  on  piirpefe  to  fecvre  the  tnie$  ripbc^  to  hit 
fel}0wer9.  Thia  will  lead  him  rather  to  prize  hii 
ibtioif  than  be  difiatisfied  with  if  i  he  wiil  rejpice 
fcf  being  fuch,  as  Chrift  judged  proper  to  bf  Ipund; 
and  fetting  loofc  %pA\  fhc  ?harnis  pf  wprldjy  gHwy» 
SBfeadofcpvetingi.  he  will  rather  dread  the  vtk^ 
€U8  baitSj  with  in^bich  fhe  luft  ^f  the  eye*  ^  thf 
pride  of  nfc,  arc  con$iimMly  temping  (hf  Hiiwasy 
imd  worldty-miiidc^. 

s  On  she  other  ha^d^  th«  wfakhy^  f he  p(^f|Mictvir 
SHid  fh^  pQwerfii^  receive  a  yaluab(e  (efion  Irops  tbf 
^mble«  feif-denying  deportment  of  the  mm  Ch«ft 
JefiiSi  npf  ta  be  pufFe^  up  by  worldly  forCinif ,  m 
Je  (e(  (heir  a^Fe^ions  qpqn  uncertjun  riches ;  ^f 
He  who  waa  Lord  of  all  thipgs,  w^p  nu|<}f  (^ 
world,  and  knew  the  fafirltroad  tpunMi^h^pp^- 
fiefs,  was*  pkafed  to  forego  the  fndulgeiif  e  c^  w|iar 
He  mtghf  moft  eafily  have  obraioedf  of  what  hf  cer- 
MVi^  would  never  have  abafed  1  «id  bfci^iie  ^s 
wh^le  life  8^nd  conv.erfation  c^i^'^omtceaaiK;^  fii^ji 
•Itachments,  As  to  thofc,  ta  whoifi,  V  «h?.«Jf- 
pqjiptmanc  of  th^  fapreme  pire&9^^  the  hs^^cardw 
p^rttOR  o(  alftucnce  was  ii^tru^,  Hp  kiiidly  sad 

*      '       *     cams ftfy 
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eantfllly  exhorts  ihmj  to  make  to  tbm/ihes  friends 
tf  tbfi  Mammon  ^  Umighumjhefs,  and  tbat^  on  prin- 
ciples of  grateful  duty^  and  impartial  mercy^  left 
in  this  life  onl/j  they  fhould  find  themfelves  re** 
Warded^ 

Both  rich,  and  p<i6r,  then,  tiiay  teft  allured,  that 
the  nafrowjlefs  of  our  iSavior'ai  outward  circu]ii<* 
fiances,  was  founded  in  that  unerring  will,  which 
r^ulates  all  the  purpofes  of  heaven ;  as  being  con-* 
ducive  to  the  greateft  glory  of  the  Creator,  and  the 
tnoft  perfeft  benefit  of  the  creature.  They  ar* 
thereby  led  to  one  and  the  fame  grind  objedt  of  the 
Chriftiaa  life,  the  cultivation  of  iiuMitiTr.  They 
tnay  eqUllly  perceive  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  this 
from  the  divine  pattern,  fet  before  them,  by  the 
jLord  of  life  and  glory.  They  are  thereby  induced 
to  ftrive  after  the  precious  riches  of  every  true  dif- 
ciple  of  the  Redeemer.  And  what  are  they  ?  3*0 
hfow  tbi  grofi  of  6Ur  Lord  Jefus  <3Mji.  It  was  by 
poverty  or  lowlinefs,  both  in  the  adtual,  and  fpirl-^ 
tual  fenfe  of  the  word,  that  Chrift  obtained  this 
grace  for  mortals.  Through  Juffetingi  hi  advanced  to 
t^^%  9nd  it  is  by  renouncing  ourfelves,  and  the 
world,  to  a  certain  degree  of  ctwigelical  forbear^ 
ttnce,  that  wfc  can  afliire  ourftWes  t>f  havib^  aajr 
flinrc  or  knowledge  of  this  grace.. 

Such  being  the  blelling  deligned  Us  b/  our  dear 
turd's  h«iniiliation»  and  which  furniihes  the  trps 
veddirig  garment,  it  is  very  expedient,  t^t  from 
time  to  timei  we  (houM  txAmine  outfelves  moll 
diligently  upon  this  fubjed.  Aik  yourown  health 
my  brethroH  Is  ^\&jmh^,&lkt    hT%  you  xn 

T  i  any 


Any  good  mcafurc  able  to  make  the  Apoftlc's  c6n- 
ftfRon,  That  ye  are  crucified  to  the  "joorld  and  the 
\x)orld  to  jou  ?  If  not,  pray  and  ftMve,  that  it  maf 
be  fo ;  for  where  fhall  any  of  us  ftarid  at  the  laft 
day,  if  we  have  not,  in  a  valuable  degree,  repented 
6f  our  fins,  and  fubdued  the  fcbellion  that  is  in  the 
ffefh  through  lurt,  6r  evil  defifes?  and  thereby  ad- 
vanced to  si  ftate  of  prepzlration  for  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance, info  the  realms  of  light,  through  thd 
blood  of.  Him,  who  ckanfetb  frotn  all  fin?  Let  u^ 
labour  then  t6  hcpdcr  injpirit,  but  rich  in  grace,  that 
Inftead  of  covetihg  earthly  fplendor,  ours  may  be 
the  kingdoni  of  heaven.  Surely,  this  is  an  inefti- 
mablc  fpecics  of  property,  by  which  we  obtain  re- 
demption, &ven  the  forgivenejs  of  our  fins  \  aiidfuch 
is  the  riches  of  Chrift's  gl'ace,  for  by  Him  all  wha 
believe  arejujlified  or  ckanfedfrom  all  things.  Tht  ori- 
ginal impurity  of  their  fallen  nature  is  wafhed  away 
through  his  blood ;  .the  actual  fins  they  have  com- 
tnitted,  and  truly  repented,  and  forfaken,  arc  no 
more  to  be  remembered  againft  them. 

Poor,  ias  to  Chriftian  attaiitments,.  we  are  all  by 
tiature  1  to  fupply  this  riches  feems  our  trueft  wif- 
dom;  to  have  Chrift  formed  in  us^  a  hope  of  glory, 
Ibbuld'be  die  Chriftian's  boaft;'to  difclaim  all 
merit  x>f  our  own  is  the  way  to  taftc  that  favor. 
Then,  (as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,)  we  Ihall  fsiy^.yet  not  Is 
ht  Cbriji,  tr  the  grace  of  God  within  rfie.  '  But  the 
pride  of  man  cannot  eafily  digeft  this  dodlrine.  It 
doe&  not  meet  falvation  willingly,  in  the  way  that 
Chrift  propofes  it^^  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  with  God. 
Ndvcrthelefs  the  truth  and  ncceflity  of  St.  Paul's 
•  con- 


-  confeflion  is  evident,  pn  the  plaincft  principles  of 
reafon.  The  cafe  ftands  thus :  That  Chrift  muft 
have  an  influence  on  the  human  heart,  before  it  caA 
be  fitted  for  prefentatjon  to  the^  Father  of  Kghts*, 
or  in  other  words,  that  we  rnuftfcel  the  expediency 
of  having  an  intercft  in  our  Savior's  merits,  prq- 
poies  nothing  wonderful  or  difficult  to  credit,  t\  heh 
once  we  are  brought  to  a  due  fenfe'of  our  weaknefs, 
and  bafenefs,  without  God's  help.  ' 

But  what  can  a  depraved  creature  poflibly  perform 
cflentially  plcafing  to  ^n  all-perfedl  Being,  without 
He  gracioufly  renews  a  difpofition  and  power  to  do 
good,  and  fo  far  renders  him  partaker  of  a  better 
nature?  This  is  no  ipore  than  you  will  find  con- 
tinually repeated  in  the  revelation  of  God's  dealing 
with  his  creatureaj  in  vario6V  points' of  viewj  and 
heavy  will  be  the  condemnation  of  thofe,  who  calt 
read  that  word>  who  may  often  bear  it,  and  yet 
negleift  fo  valuable  a  (ludyj  fuch  glorious  opportu- 
nity of  being  converted  to  the  truth.     The  (hort  of 

"the  matter  is  thi^;  Ghrift  (faith  the  Apoftle)  is 
made  unto  us  wifdrnt  and  rigbtedufnefr,  and Jan9ification ^ 
(Old  rcdemptton\  that  is,  in  a  fuller  interpretation  <if 
the  text.  We  are  born  again  bf  God  through  virtue 
of  Chrift's  atonement,  and  if  diftrufting  the  value 
of  our  own  ftrength,  we  rely  eritirtfly  on  the  merits 
of  that  facriftce,'  we  Ihall  findaffiftance  from  above, 
to  enlighten  us  to  diftern  the  true  vsifdom  ;  this  will 
lead  tis  onto  righteous  s^Aions ;  God  will  furthcrhelp 
us  by  His  good  Spirit,  as  he  has  promifed  to  his  Son, 
that!  we  may  become  holy  in  all  manner  of  cohver- 

'Tatidn;  an^^byexcrcifingthefc  joint  aids^  we  fhall, 
"  "^^        -       T  J[  through 


6f  our  fins,  ana  lu""-"        ,,      ?  aiw  ^  ■-•     • 
nt(h  through  luft.  or  CV.1  defi^  P-^^"""™  *« 

cn>tan«.  into   Ae  "f'^lffJ.U/'''     ^%"< 


inef- 


labour  then  »4.ef«H»/f"';ie„aor.  <="»  "^^^ 

the  kingdom  of  heaven.    =j^_,,,icH  «c  ob.- 
mablcfpecics  of  V'°f"VJf,  of  curfi"\  - 
dempt.L.    ^,«  il"  f'^rZJ,  fir  ty  '' 
h  the  riches  °f  <^""  „ftjl»  »«  *"" 
t,l«v<arejuJliM  f  f^iiien  nature 
ginal  impurity  of  ther  ^^^  j.^^, 

through  his  blood  itn=,_        , 

more  to  be  rttTienjb'-U.^^^. 

J*oor,     as  t     '"'■" 
nature  ;      to  1 
dom  i    x.c»  lut]^ 
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ftd  fintamct  u  xxi  the  peculiar  firudhtre  of  the 
«Iifi€«»  ivhetiier  the  delegated  foiif*ier  of  their  re* 
fpcsdiVt  churdi^  dr  cdngfegfkfion»  wu  Ftol^  or 
Pecer,  ot  iny  other  f<kiiid  difciple.  So  th^  have 
beeii  raifed  apon  a  fure  foundations  iii  is  iMrs^ 
(I.)  Thtfnf^Lf,  that  is,  every  thiii^  around  iis  ia 
kmi^tdd  to  contribute  to  their  fpiritual  improve* 
metit.  This  Uff  is  given  them  as  a  ftate  o(  fhia^ 
tmn^  totninthem  in  the  infei'utable  dellgnii  of  ^o^ 
vidtflie^Pj  for  endlefs  hap^ln^fs.  (a.)  Even  Ikaiki 
^k^  was  at  firft  a  curfi  (br  fin,  b^omes,  through 
tiffc  h^ing  efficacy  <^  the  Sun  of  ri^hteoufneis^ 
tte  immecfiate  entrance  inttf  heavehfy  relt ;  the  gato 
tff  lifts  the  moiiiii^  of  an  unfadir^  birth;  Foi^ 
irhere  God  and  Chrifft  retgn  in  holy/  and  myfteri- 
oiisuniohs  wi(b  the  ^iritof  pea^~<i  aiid  j&f^  thertf 
cacn  be  ncithei'  night  nor  dsCrknefs,  pain  nor  (brtoWt 
but  a  pei^etiial  ctfmmuteitacidn  of  light»  aniH  Iove» 
and  praife,  in  meditati|l^  thi  infinite  mercy  of  re«* 
demption* 

(3.}  But  it  is  time  we  (hbuld  conclude.  Let  tia 
therefoire  ftHdbHy  aj^ply  what  has  been  Add  to  our 
immediate  condud.  That  we  inay  not  diihoiior  this 
bkiled  feftlbn^  and  difgHibe  oUr  Chriftian  name/lec 
us  conlider  that  we* are  only  creatiiits'crf'a  day  s  that 
in  the  pndfi  if  lift  w§  ar^  in  iedfb.  Ft  has  pleaied  the 
Aftthor,  and  prcfervcr  of  our  exillcnce»  to  permit 
110  once  more  to' celebrate  toother  this  joyful  fd^ 
rival ;  we  may  never  enjoy  the'  opportunity  of  4ww- 
iber  meeting  on  this  occafioh*  L^  us'  beware  not 
to  pibv'oke  Him,  by  any  ungtHcipus  or  pervcric  de- 
portni^ni;  to^flfOTrtib  our  time  of  trial.    To  ^ard 
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w^  from  offending'  in  this  tcCpt6k^  it  majr  be  <pf 
general  fervicc  to  rccdnfidei-  the  charadcr.of-Him 
wbo  came  ta  vtfit  us  in  ibis  our  mortal  life^m  great  kmi^ 
lit^i  that  when  bejhall  come  again  »  bisgl^rifius  Mfijtfyy 
io  judge  htb  quick  and  dfoi^  ^e  m^  h  fhund  ^f  tb§$ 
bappy  number^  wbofiall  rif^  to^  ^be  lif^  immortal.  .\With 
this  view,  I  Havc  ftt  before,  you  ihc^  lo^ly,  and 
afflicted  ftate  of  qur  Bleffed  Savior;  4s  Q9rtrributing 
to  xkit.frict  qf  our  recovery,  and  tbc-[pftflfegk)n  of 
pur  fpiritual  riches.  I  have  alfp  intrc^i}g:?4  him'.in 
his  oxigtnalj.  and  exaitedf:h2ini£iox»  a$  the^£T^RNAi 
^oRPj^byfwhiqh  his  glpripus  work  is  qualified^  and 
rendered  effeftual  to.  cndlefs  ages.  By  tlw».;.'Cbinn( 
bining  the  virtue  of  his Jdcr^ce,  and  auibesritji^.  wc 
cftablilh  the  ground  of  our  future  hope :  and  by 
incditatinjg  alternately  upon  his  mercy ^  :.and  ^fwffit 
tettccy  .we.lh^U  be  defended  from  coipmittii^  any 
f  refpafs  tha(  might  border  on  ingratitude^  impii^,  or 
prefuniftifiH^  When  we  behqld  this  glorious  perfon 
bleeding  for  our  fake ;  when  we  look  upon  Jeju 
ibe  ,4¥^ber  and  fimjber  of  ^  our  fyitk,  ^bo  for  tbe  jy 
that  was  Jet  before  bim,  (in.faving  the  world  from 
puni(hn)ent)^ff^i^«i/i&^/r£/jr,  de/pi/edtbe  Jbam^,  ani 
is  Jet  down  at  tbe  rigbt  band  of  tbe  throne  cf  God- 
Wheq  ve  confider.  that  fpotlcfs  Lamb  who  fub- 
-"  mitted  to  fuch  contradidion  of  (inners  agaiaft  hitn- 
felf,  whOa  thq^gh  Lord  of  all  things,  became  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might  inherit  endlefs 
riches,  every  t^der  affedion,  every  grateful  fcnti- 
ifient,  every  dutiful  exertion^  mud  actuate  the 
Chriftian  breaft.  But  when  we  refledt  upon  the 
kigber  i^|ur^,^nd  the  dignified  defcription  l>efto«e(^ 
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upon  him  by  tbe  Prophet,  That  this  eiiU  whofe 
^irth  we  noyf  commemorate;  this  Son  who  was  de*- 
voted  for  our  tranfgreflions^  was  the  wonderful,  or 
J^€i^  If^ord  bimfelfi  coequal  with  the  Father ;  The 
Cwnfellor,  Age^t.or.Deiigner  of  all  created  nature 
in  heaven  and  earth ;  nay,  the  Mighty  Cod,  who  in 
his  own  perfon  declared  his  union  with  the  Ever^ 
lafting  Father ;  and  by  his  mediatorial  office>  moft 
truly  was  the  Prince  of  Peace.  In  fhort,  when  wc 
afip  told^  tb^Lt.God  was  xn  Cbrift  reconciling  the  world 
to  Inm/elf  and  not  imputing  their  trejpajfes  mUo  tbemL 
.Surelyj  it  calls  formor^  than  generous  feeling;  .it 
,  .excites  our  wonder,  pratfcy  and  adoration ;  it  exceeds 
our  pr^fenc  linoited  powers,  to  exprefs,  or-to  con- 
ceiye  fuch  infinite,  lov:e,  w^ ,  what  f atigels  wifli  to 
loojc  into^.but  cannot  coniprehendj  leaves  us  np 
otbejr  part.  to.a£t>  but  to  pro(lrate  Qurfclves  tothp 
cai^»  And  worihip  in  deep  humility,  j^^ir  ^^!tf/^/!ist 

y^ion. 

Wbile,  then,  we  fo  frequently  do  honor  to  the 
birth  of  linful  duft  2^nd  aibes  like  ourfelves ;  of  manj 
that  is  born  .to  trouble,  as.  the  fparks  fly  upwa^^s.; 
whil^e  we  are  apt  to  make  fuch  fplendid  prepara- 
tions to  wclc<>nie  many  into  the  world,  concerning 
;iyb9m>  we  knipw  not  but  that  finally,  it  might  have 
been  better,  for  them  had  they  never  been  born; 
would  it  bccome^us  to  flacken  in  our  joy  for  Chris's 
nativity  ?  .Who  was  born  and  perfecuted ;  who 
4i^  and  rofe  again,  for  our  deliverance ;  how  great 
thcn,.muft  be  the  impiety  and  ingratitude  of  thofCj 
A^lio  profane  the  aqniverfary  of  his  incarnation  ? 

After 
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After  what  has  been  (aid^  I  thittft  none  eifi 
f emaih  fo  igjiorant^  or  (o  ftupid^  as  not  to  dificern 
the  heinous  wickednefs  of  abufing  this  holy  day, 
and  feafon.  That  it  is  a  time  ofr^aiciHg,  is  mod  true* 
but  of  a  very  different  kind,  from  that  which  many 
pradife.  k  calls  for  fober  and  reSgious  joy,  noc 
riotous,  and  diffolute  tnirth.  Our  Biefled  Nfefter 
put  on  our  nature,  oi\  purpofe  co  prefcribe  humiRiy^ 
aMd  afTord  us  the  only  means  of  lowering  the  carnal 
appetites,  and  palfions.  Inftead  of  this,  it  is  to6 
<:ommon  a  cuftohi;  to  make  expftefs  provilion  U 
fii^  tpe  hifts  nf  the  jUP)i  and  to  ftudy^  nothing  fii 
much  at  this  particular  feafotiii  ^»  feiAiil  grati(ica>- 
tions.-^^  monjhrous  feroerfim  ^  Us  d^pil  To5 
manyi  alas !  it  is  to  be  feared,  /brTMin  prepating 
their  minds  for  hearing  and  digeftihg'  the  infbnic- 
tibil  afforded  them  this  day,  are  early  ahd  btrify  in 
ftupifying  theijr  underftaqdings,  by  Which  they  m 
a  manner  crucify  to  themfehes  the  Stm^of  God (^^^  mi 
fUt  Mri  to  M  opeHjtmne^  His  infinite  goodnefs  truly, 
inclined^  hhn  to  pray  even  for  them  who  were  Us 
niurderers;  but  then  we  are  to  obferve,  it  was, 
iecaif/iitbey  knew  naf  iubat  they  did.  But  this  is  not 
your  cafe,  you  know  both  the  fin  arid  foul  ihgrati^ 
tilde,  of  difhonoring  the  Lord  who  bought  youi 
nor  can  any  one  who  wilfully  doth  this,^  expeft  in 
reafon  that  Chriit  will  intercede  for  them.  Our 
Lord's  nativity,  indeed,  fupplies  abundant  matter 
for  our  warmeji  tranj^t^  but  we  cannot  be  toa^  care- 
lictl  to  accommodate  the  manner  to  tht/u1je3of  our 
joy.    In  thofe,  who  have  the  means  of  hof|>itablc 
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cxerdbni^  It  ceitaiiiiy  Is  a  dikty,  and  vtiy  com^ 
ihendablc^  t6  afFofd  that  comfort  td  tteir  nttdy 
hfetYircn,  which  ffraitencd  circumllahces'  deiiy  the 
p6wtt  ot  protilring.  Tlfe  vety  fisalbti  6(  the  yeai*, 
exprefsly  calls  for  tender^  and  eonfiderate  notice  of 
the^MT.  this,  like  the  wile  nien's  gift^  ir  offer- 
ing of  the  belt  we  have  unto  the  Lord/  itt  jnexnory 
of  his  piercii^  to  ouffelves.  But  even  laft/r  {hould 
be  attended  to»  witK  j^ieus  judgment ;  not  to  maic'c 
beaifU  of  thore/0f  ^bm  Cbrfft  Jitd,  but  to  fill  their 
beam  ixrlth  ghiteful  ptaife'  to  /JJte,  wh6  only  gtvds 
the  difpofitioh  of  doifig^  genuine  good.  On  the 
Contrary^  all  ^ho  pervert  their  liberality^  by  (avotC 
itfg  any  irr^larity  of  manners^  or  by  gratifying 
the  diforderly  itlcUnatioiis  of  thofe  dependant  oh 
theiif  bc^nty,  all  fuclij  are  ftill  more  blameabie 
than  the'  ignorant  and  thoughtlefs  objects  of  the 
excefi;  fince  Without  the  aimiSr  they  could  not 
tieQiafs  iii  this  particular*  I  humbly  truft,  through 
Cold's  blefliiig  oil  the  eriddtvor,  that  theft  few  plain 
thoughts  upon  thf  joyfiil^  but  folemn  occafton  df 
our  prefent  mefttlng^  ihay  help  to  counterad  any 
dangerous  temptation  df  our  fpiricual  foe^  any  dif- 
grac'eful  (^ohdudt  in  all  who  hear  them.  And  fdr 
thbfcof  the  Ccmgrcgitidn;  who  ha*ppily  entertain 
a  proper  fcnfc  of  what  we*  now  commemorate,  to 
have  been  tranfadted  in  due  time  on  earthy  accord^ 
ing  to  the  gracious  purpofe  of  the  King  of  heaven, 
may  God  infpire  their  minds  wit^  pious  reverence, 
while  we  partake  that  blefTed  fealt  his  mercy  has 
appointed  J  as  an  occaiional  medicine  of  the  foul.  May 
we  io  effeftually  obey  the  kfi  command  of  our  dear 
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Mafter>  as  tbrou^  pprity.pf  faUli*  and  ftedfaft  per- 
feverance^  to  engage  hint  te  become  a  principle  of 
life  unto,  our  fouls*  Thus  Ihall  we  be  rendered 
capable,  of^  profiting  by  the  f^tisfadion  bc  has 
made  to  Qod  for  fin.  ,  .    J  . 

May;  we  all  icc^civc  frejh  |:w^:  and  power>  .froip 
this  good,  dfy^  to, come  .mth  lighter  burfbeni  i\if, 
next  time  ,we.,meet  togeihqr.^t  his  :H61y  Tabic, 
(Ihould  it  pleafe ,  thQ.  Lord  ,l;o  fp^re  us  to  .anoth^ 
opportunity.) ,  And  ^let-^&, be .  Qj^tious  never  to 
turn  our  bac)cs  ppon  fa ,  deiir£ib|e .  an  occafion  of 
Unfeffing  ouf  ftps,,  in  pure^bumility ;  of  imploring 
Chrift's  promifes  to  heal  ^ur jrijixifold  infirmities ; 
and  of  ftrengtbening  th^  cheej'iiig,bope>  thatAll.Qur 
.trefpafles  ihall\bc  blotted. jou^V.through^,his., mod 
.precious  Sacrifice.  May  i/f^^wJiQ  was  iorn^^nA 
Juffered,  tq  redeem  us,  and  kft  thofe  vifible  pledges 
to  fupport  us  in  the  arduous.  Mal^  afllft.,us  in  the 
performance  of  ,cl^s  b^undea  fcrvicq !  .  Nq>y  is  the 
time  to  work  out  our/a,lva,tionV.througH  t,5ie"toce. 
of  Ghrift ;  a,nd  woe  will  fijrcly  fojlow,  if  wc  ncgieft 
tjie  proffered  means  pj-ovided  for  our,  recovery. 
May  God  imprefs  thefc  fa^ving  truths  on '^11  your 
hearts,  that  ye  may  in  time  difcern  the  things  that 
belong  to  your  peace,  through  Jefus  Cbrift,  our 
^Lord.     To  whom*  &c^ 


SER. 


SERMON  XVn, 


A'  SHORT 


,  DISCOURSE   TO  SERVANTS, 

On  the  morning  of  a  public  FAST-DAV, 
i^re.vious  to  family  prayer. 


AS  y6ur  mafter,  and  minifter,  tvhofe  duty  it  ii^ 
to  fet  you  a  becoming  example,  as  one  who 
fnuji  give  account  for  the  failure  in  religious  con* 
terns,  A^hich  through  my  negleft,  you  might  other- 
vife  be  guilty  of,  I  think  it  proper  to  fay  a*  few 
words  to  you,  on  the  peculiar  bufinefs  of  this  day, 
beibre  'we  jo^n  in  family  prayer. 

Our  nation  is  now  engaged  in  an  expenfive,  and 
dangerous  war,  with  a  very  wicked,  and  powerful 
people.  As  nothing  in  all  the  world  can  happei^ 
but  by  divine  permiffion,  we  are  naturally  led  to  - 
believe,  that  God  fufFers  this  people  to  exert  their 
cruel  power  a«  an  inftrument  of  bis  correftion  for 
the  crying  fins  of  their  own  land ;  and  as  they  have 
been  hitherto  far  more  fuccefsful,  than  could  have 
been  apprehended,  confidering  all  the  force,  and 
Ikill,  of  the  feveral  ftates  that  are  united,  to  flop 
'their  mad,  and  barbarous  proceedings ;'  thtfre  is  no 
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finall  itafon  to  fear^  but  they  may  be  pernfiittdl  fo 
continue  the  toftfins  pf  puplftjuig  l;K;tth  tb^  and  MS 
in  a  ibVerer  meafure^  than  we  have  yet  es^tHencedf 
fince  war»  in  any  (hape^  muft  always  be  confideredj 
in  the  light  of  a  m^  £damii(ms  mifiUUkn.  Doubt- 
lefs  there  is  no  kingdom  ontheearth,  but  what  de-* 
ferves  cbaftifetHent,  at  the  hand  of  God ;  and  there-^ 
fore  it  bdioves  all  to  cry  unto  Hitn^  for  merr^^  and 
fuppfift. 

Our  gracious  Soveteign^  and  the  Hilers  of  ouf 
lan.dj  under  whofe  mild  and  happy  government  we 
have  long  enjoyed  fp  many  bleflingSj  duly  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  iins  of  the  nation^  and  religioufly  awara 
that  the  battle  is  not  alvqays  to  tbeftr^g^  but  that 
vidory  wiH  ever  b$  on  tb^  fide>  whiph  the  Lofd^ 
in  his  unerring  wiiidom»  fhall  pleafe  to  favor»  I|a^ 
appointed  this  ()ay  to  be  kept  holy  unto  God^  as  » 
day  oi public  fq/iin^^  p^^yt^^  »nd  bumiliatifm  %  whe|^ 
in  to  confefs  our  great»  ^xA  ni|merou3  iins»  and  to 
humble  ourfelves  before  him^  that  fo  we  may  pre- 
vail with  him  to  haVe  tnercy  uppn  us ;  to  turtt 
^way  the  dangers  that  threaten  us )  and  to  profper 
pur  counjels  and  arms^  in  reducing  our  enemies  to 
reafon^  and  reftoring  general  peilae  to  all* 

Now  as  each  perfpn  in  the  kingdotp  helps  tn 
^ompQ^c  the  coliedive  body,  which  we  call  the 
.Mtion^  fo  the  privfite  fins  of  eich,  cjo  natiq^Uy 
aflift  in  provoking  the  Lord  to  punilh  us  as  a 
feopUi  and  though  there  sire  doubtkfs  n^any  ^ith-» 
ful  fcrvants  of  God  fcattered  up  and  down  ampngft 
us;  (or  the  land  would  long  fince  have  been 
^evoted  to  deftrudion ji  yet  we  mMft  bo  very  fen* 
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(ItAti  tlye  fiumber  of  the  ungodiyt  and  vickcd^ 
greatly  prjevails.  We  cannot  jbut  own,  th^  we  art 
of  the  laifef  defcriptipnj  in  vsirious  finful  refpe&si 
it  behovep  us  this  day  therefqre»  to  call  to  inin4 
our  mpft  particular  ojFenicesj  to  condemn  ourfelven 
for  thenij  to  pray  to  God  to  pardon  them^  and  t€f 
give  us  the  grace  of  repentance,  and  longer  timst 
tp  Ihew  qur  reformation. 

And  that  wc  may  prove  oiiv  Jincetity  in  this,  we 
are  called  upon  to  pra^ife  the  cuftom  qf  all  tepent^ 
ing  nqtions  in  tke  world:  we  are  enjoined,  for  a  time^ 
Ip  dpny  our  carnal  appetites  their  ufual  indulgence^ 
and  to  mortify  our  bodies  by  fuch  adls  of /elf-denial^ 
as  may  bring  us  to  the  moft  deep,  and  ferious  re^ 
^8io^  of  our  vilenefs  and  unwortbinefs  in  the  iight 
of  Cto^.  And  fhould  any  h^  ungracioufly  inclined 
to  refnfs  coin^yifig  "^ith  tliis  highly  needful  duty, 
let  them  only  put  thefe  few  plain  queftions  to  them«- 
felvcsi  I.  What  pofliblp  degree  of  valuable  repen- 
tance can  t|f^y  pofleis?  What  ju  ft  fcnfe  of  the  dan^ 
ger  that  threatensj  or  the  puniihment  we  dcferve^ 
who  think  it  h^d  to  a^flain  for  a  fe)v  hours,  froiri 
their  ufual  meals?  And  who  are  unwilling  to  afford 
this  Render  propf  of  humbling  tl^emfelves  befprc 
Godj  and  joining  with  all  true  Chriftians  in  }^ 
caf]i  tsrfk  of  temporary  felf*d^nial?  Let  them  on}j 
thi^k,  for  a  moment^  how  ki^g  they  m^y  b^  Mged 
tofafi  ihould  God  Tifit  us  with  the  calamities  ex^ 
perienced  by  a  neighbouriqg  nation^  and  then  ^ven 
{el^ncfs  perhaps^  may  ihao^e  the  ifigratitqdci  a^ 
pecvf idfeneia  of  withholdii^  (a  becot^g  a  fp^ajas  of 
ftciisiaig  to  prolong  the  protc£(ion  of  the  Almighty* 
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Not  that  ftie  abftiihing  from  animal,  or  M  foodi 
for  a  few  hours,  can  polTibly  make  any  amenif  16 
the  Mojl  High,  for  6ur  many  terribk  trefpaffes 
againfl  Him :  buc»  that  it  is  a  proper  method  of 
bumbling^  and  punijbing  ourfdves,  as  thereby  we 
lower  the  fpirits,  and  better  prepare  the  mind  fof 
a  ftate  of  trke  godly  Jbrrow,  for  having  fo  often 
abufed  thofe  gifts,  and  indulgences,  which  we  noMT 
willingly  forbear* , 

Befides,  hyfafting  we  afe  rendtfl^d  mbrc  fenfiblft 
of  the  ufe  and  comfort  of  our  daily  food  i  and  that 
feeling  is  calculated  to  make  us  more  grateful  ill 
future,  for  the  bleflings  we  dd  not  deferve.  To 
fome,  I  well  know,  this  will  be  a  very  unplealant 
attempt,  nor  will  it  be  thought  eligible  by  any^ 
further  than  religious  principle  fupports  their  tefo^ 
lutions:  in  fhon^  we  fubmit  to  it,  as  an  ad  of 
felf^deniaU 

Thoroughly  coAvinced  of  the  duty,  and  neceffitj 
of  it,  at  this  particular  time,  if  you  will  follo>V  mj 
example  ^nd  advice,  you  Will  taftc  of  no  food  till 
after  the  hour  of  everting  fervice,  that  is,  till  thefet- 
ting  of  the  fun,  and  you  Will  employ  the  time  be- 
tween the  public  offices  of  the  church  in  reading, 
prayer,  and  examining  your  own  paft  lives  and 
converfation ;  moft  earneftly  befeeching  God  to 
to  give  you  a  new  heart,  and  to  create  a  right  fpirit 
within  you* 

It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  obfervc  to  you,  that  no: 
to  pay  the  mO&flrid  attention  to  the  pofitivc  duties 
of  this  day,  bothih  public,  and  in  privdte,  is  ti>iffTd 


OK   A    PUBLIC   FAST.  2^^ 

mikayof  God,  inftead  of  an  endeavor  to- conci- 
liate hisfofDcr.  It  is  in  a  manner,  feCting  him  at 
defiance  ;  doubting  his  Almighty  power  j  defpifing 
his  needful  help;  and  in  fad:,  contfadiding  the 
whole  of  thoffc  folemn  confeilions,  in  which  we 
are  gding  to  join  in  the  public  worftAp  of  the  Church; 
and  by  fuch  perv€rfe,>nd  rebellious  condud,  call- 
ing down  "^ further  vengeance  on  thofe  undutiful 
fubjeds,  who  remain  infenftble  to  the  neceflity  of 
this  our  bounden  facrifice  of  penitence,  and  fup- 
plication.  ••  ** 

They  who  can  put  their  hands  upon  their  hearts, 

and  with  ^.Jafe  confctence  declare,  that  they  cannot 

ferve  God  fo  purely  sind  Jtncerefy  hy  the  Jlriil  obferv- 

ance  of  the  abftinence  I  have  recommended;  let 

them  make  their  morning  meal  with ^aringnefs,  and 

pray  to  God  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  indulgence 

may  not  afford  him  frefh  offence,  in  that  it  is  done 

for  beal/b  fake  only,  and  not  to  fly  in  the  face  of 

public    Ordinances.      As  to  the  remainder  "of  the 

day,  as  it  is  impoffible  in  the  nature  of  things^  that  any 

can  fuffer  in  their  health  by  abftaining  from  their 

food  a  few  hours,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  it  is  more 

likely  to  contribute  to  health,  it  is  my  order  that  no 

provifion  of  any  kind  may  be  produced,  till  the  hour 

I  have  jufl  now  mentioned.     This  is  the  only  thing 

we  can  do,  to  fhcw  our  readinefs  to  obey  the  pious 

orders  of  our  Rulers ;  to  prove  that  we  wholly  truft 

in  God  for  help ;  that  we  are  truly  forry  for  our 

provocation  of  his  juft  wrath  againft  us  ;  and  that 

we  retain  humble  hope  that  He  will  turn  his  fore 

ju^l^ents  from  u<  at  this  time,  and  continue  to 
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comfort  and  profpcr  his  people^  who  n<t>W  fmfy  twm 
to  him,  in  weepings  fofting^  and  moumwg,  for  their 
former  fins  againft  him. 

And  that  we  may  obtain  grace  to  difcharge  our 
feveral  parts  with  diligence  and  fidelit^^  let  us  now 
unite  in  fuch  a  folemn  form  of  prayer  to  God,  as 
the  nature  of  our  duty  this  ^'xj  farticularhf  direds  u& 
to  employ. 


PRAYER. 


^ER- 
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THE  PLAIN  DUTIES 

o  r 

WISE  AND  CHRISTIAN  SUBJECTS; 

BBING 

TWO  SERMONS 

FOR  THE  MORNING  AND  EVENING, 

OF  THE  NINETEENTH  OF  APRIL.  1793; 
THE  DAY  APPOINT^  VY  SPECIAL  COMMAND  Of 

HIS  MAJESTY, 
FOR  A  GENERAL  FAST. 
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SER.MON  XVIIi; 

FOR  THE  MORNING  OF  A  GENERAL 

FAST  DAY. 


Joel  i.  14. 


SanHify  ye  afaft%  call  afolemn  affemhly:  gather  the 
elders ^  and  all  the \inbabit ants  of  the  land  into  the 
boufe  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  cry  unto  the  Lordl 

BY  the  pious  order  of  our  gracious  Sovereign^ 
the  rulers  of  our  holy  church  hive  appointed 
this  day,  my  brethren,  to  be  folemnly  obfervecl, 
as  a  day  of  abftinence  and  humiliation.  Never  was 
there  a  louder  call  for  both  thefe  chriftian  exercifesr 
throughput  the  land,  than  the  ferious  occafioa 
which  now  prefents  itfelf. 

In  the  words  of  the  text,  we  have  an  example 
of  the  manner  which  God's  people  employed  of 
old,  to  avert  the  judgments  with  which  their  land 
was  threatened  ;  and  in  the  Iviiith  chapter  of  Ifaiali, 
we  have  a  full  defcription  of  that  ^i»iof  fall,  which 
is  calculated  to  engage  the  favour  pf  Heaven,  and 
contrafted  with  a  mtvt  formal,  or  pretended  worfbip> 
which  is  declared  to  offend,  inftcad  of  honoring 
the  Deity.  Thus  God  defcribes  the  latter :  Bebctd^ 
in  the  day  of  your  fajl  you  find  fleafure,  and  exaS  all 
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your  labours ;  that  is^  excepting  the  ceremmal  part, 
ye  make  no  difference  as  to  the  public  amufementi 
and  general  bufinefs  of  the  day :  this  is  an  error  we 
mull  carefully  avoid.     Agjiin,  Beboldy  fays  he,  ye 
faft  for  ftrife  and  debate ^  and  to  f mite  with  tbejifi  of 
wickednefs  :  ye  Jball  not  faft  in  this  manner  to  tnah 
your  voire  to  be  heard  on  high.     Is  it  such  a  faft  thai 
I  have  chofen^  f^ith  the  Lord  f  wilt  thou  cali  this 
a  faft,  and  an  acceptable  day  to  me?     The  Prophet 
then  declares  the  genuine  notion  of  a  day  of  ab- 
ftinence,  in  thefe  words,  and  the  following  verfes : 
Is  not.  THIS  the  day  that  I  have  chofen,  to  loofe  the  bands 
of  wickednefs  ?  or  in  other  terms,  that  eVery  one 
fliould  confefs,  and  lament  their  fins,  and  ftrivc  to 
get  free  from  the  fnares  of  vice,  by  reforming  their 
evil  ways  of  every  •  kindj   and  turning  unto  the 
Lord.     In  regard  to  our  private  condud:,  it  isim- 
poflible  to  be  too  careful  in  the  obfervancc  of  this 
fecmd  rule ;  and  as  to  the  public  objeft  of  our  prc- 
fent  humiliation,  I  truft  we  may  entertain  an  honcft 
hope,  that  it  will  appear  in.  the  fight  of  God,  to 
partake  of  the  very  neceflary,  and  qualifying  token 
.  that  we  do  not  faft  to  fmite  with  thefift  of  wickedtiefti 
for  it  is  no  ambitious  view  pf  conqueft,  that  impels 
us  to  the  meafure  on  which  we  now  implore  fuc- 
cefs.    It  is  not  from  any  proud,  unjuftifiable  prin- 
ciple, that  we  incline  to  ri(k  the  fate  of  war,  but 
merely  to  maintain  thofe  native  rights,  with  which 
a  bounteous  Providence  long  hath  bleflxd  us,  to 
aiford  our  bounden  aid  to  thofe  invaded  fi:ates,  to 
which  we  are  allied,  and  to  reftrain  that  fpirit  oi 
idifcord  and  devailation,  which  the  madnefs  of  a 
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M  icked  people  would  excite  in  every  nation.  Wfi 
only  aim  at  being  mftrumenial^  under  the  gracious 
will  of  heaven^  to  perform  that  part  God's  word 
requires  in  the  clofe  of  the  above  defcription,  to 
mdo  the  heavy  burdens  which  thefe  enemies  of  peace 
have  every  where  impofed ;  to  let  the  opprejfed go  free^ 
and  to  break  the  yoke  thefe  numerous  tyrants  would 
lay  upon  a  deluded^  and  defencelefs  people. 

The  method  I  (hall  take  for  your  inftrudlion  at 
this  time  will  be,  ^ 

Firft,  to  fet  before  you  fome  ancient  precedents' 
on  fcriptural  authority  for  public  fading. 

Secondly,  I  fliali  take  this  opportunity  of  enlarg- 
ing upon  the  neceflity  and  benefit  of  this  pious 
pradice  under  our  prefent  circumftances,  as  a  peo* 
pie  engaged  in  war.     And 

Thirdly,  I  (hall  enforce  the  dodrine  of  the  text» 
by  way  oi  application,  as  the  only  principle  on  which 
we  can  depend  for  fuccefs,  to  either  our  p-ayers^ 
OMtfa/Hngs,  or  our  arms. 

In  treating  each  of  thefe  heads,  I  (hall  have  oc« 
ca(ion  to  advance  and  recommend  a  variety  of 
other  points,  which  I  truft  will  be  found  moft 
clofcly  conneded  with  o6r  duty  as  good  fubje&s» 
and  (incere  Chriftians. 

In  proportion,  then,  as  we  can  truly  claim  a 
title  to  this  latter  charader,  we  (hall  readily  ac- 
knowledge that  the  rule  of  God's  word  is  an  indif« 
putable  warrant  for  every  defcription  of  pious  exer- 
tions. And  to  give  weight  to  the  particular  work 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  it  may  be  ufeful  to 
mention  a  few  cafes  from  holy  writ,  which  origi« 

U  4  nated 
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fiafcd  in  a  caufe  nearly  fimilar  to  that  which  pow 
inclines  us  to  humble  ourfeJves  before  God,  and  ia 
•the  fight  of  each  other*  The  ccxcrcife  of  fyfiing, 
liath  indeed  been  ct)mnion  in  tinaes  of^ourning, 
and  uffli<flion,  in  every  age ;  and  fr^wn  the  general 
example  of  all  natrons,  under  events  of  a  grievous^ 
and  aiarming  nature,  we  msty  collecft  the  juft  fcnfc 
that  mankind  have  ever  held  of  an  all-powerfut 
and  perfeft  Being,  who  exercifes  fupreme  domi- 
nion, and  is  intiiled  to  the  obedience  of  his  crea*- 
tures.  Hence,  when  great  calamities  have  over- 
taken therri,  the  vifitatiqns  have  led  them  t« 
Acknowledge  their  wicked  adions  as  the  caufe, 
and  to  deprecate  the  merited  vengeance  of  the 
JVlmighty :  to  which. end,  they  have  as  regularly 
had  recourfc  to  penitence,  and  humiliation,  i<i 
hopes  of  being  again  reftored  to  the  favor  of  their 
oifendcd  guardian,  and  protedor.  This  remedy, 
in  truth,  fcems  common  to  our  nature^  for  the  very 
heathens,  who  had  not  received  the  benefit  ,of  a 
revealed  light,  but  were  only  guided  by  the  powers 
of  cultivated  reafon  ;  even  tb^  adopted  this  public 
teft  of  forro\i^  for  ^their  avowed  tran%re(nons^  whcn^ 
ever  they  experienced  judgments  of  fo  awakenings 
cafl,  as  could  only  be  refolvcd  into  the  difpleafure 
iof  that  Supreme  Power,  .who  created  and  ruleth  all 
4:hings.  It  will  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  you  a  due,  and  ferious  fenfe  of  the  buiinels 
of  the  day,  to  inftance  a  few  of  the  moft  remark- 
able ads  of  falling,  'and  humiliation,  as  exhibited 
'by  God's  ancient  people,  on  different  occafions  of 
•diflrefs,  and  dangen  > 

I  In 
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In  the  fevcnth  chapter  of  the  book  of  Joftnia, 
and  fixth  verfc»  we  fee,  that  -when  the  recently 
vidtorious  IfraeliteSj  had  turned  their  backs  before 
their  enemies,  in  confcquence  of  their  being  dcferted 
by  the  God  of  their  ftrength,  for  their  wilful  provo^ 
cation  of  him,  thai  Jojhua,  their  gen^jil,  rent  bis 
xlotbes,  and  fell  m  bis /ace  before  the  ark.  of  the  Lord 
until  even- tide,  be  and  tbe  elders  of  Israel,  and  put  du^ 
upon  their  beads.  Again  ;  we  read  in  the  xxth  chap- 
ter of  the  book  of  Judges,  that  upon  that  grievoks 
breach  between  the  tribe  of  Benj?imin,  and  the  reft 
of  the  people  of  Ifrael,  when  the  latter  failed  in 
their  expedition  againfl:  the  former,  and  felt  the 
ncceflity  of  the  Almighty  arm  to  defend  their  caufc, 
then  att  tbe  children  of  Ifr'ael,  and  all  tbe  people^  (proba^ 
bly  concluding  that  they  had  prefumed  too  far,  in 
trufting  chiefly  to  their  own  valour,)  went  np,  and  came 
into  ibe  boufe  of  QfJ,  and  wept,  and  fat  there  before 
tbe  Lord,  and  fafied  that  day  until  tbe  evening,  and 
offered  bumt'offerings  and  peace-offerings  before  tbe  Lord. 
And  at  another  time,  when  the  people  bad  finned, 
as  we  read  in  the  viith  chapter  of  the  fitft  book  of 
Samuel,  by  giving  therafelvcs  up  to  idolatry,  aidl 
dcfertihg  tbe  fervice  of  the  one  true  God,  a6d 
thereby  provoking  him  to  withdraw  the  ark  of  his 
.prefence  from  them  for  a  long  time,  and  to  fubj£& 
them  to  much  flaughter  from  their  enemies ;  it  is 
recorded,  that  on  their  convidlion  of  the  heavy 
trefpafs,  and  their  repentance  for  the  fame,  tbty 
appointed  afolemn  fafi,  gathering  tbemfehes  together  unto 
Mypetb,  andfafhng  on  that  day  before  tbe  Lord,  faying, 
^we  have  finned  againfl  tbe  Lord.     And  after  that 

time. 
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.timej  the  Lord,  according  to  his  promifc  by  his 
fervant  Samuel,  delivered  the  ark  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Philiftines. 

Further :  as  to  the  fentiments  that  even  heathens 
entertained  of  the  expediency  of  thefe  afts  of  folemn 
humiliation,  it  may  be  feen  at  large,  in  the  iiid 
chapter  of  the  Prophet  Jonah,  where  in  the  remark- 
able cafe  of  the  city  of  Nineveh,  the  fincerity  of 
its  repentance  is  fully  ftiewn,  by  the  fcverity  of  its 
abftinence,  and  felf-denial,  which  extended  by  the 
King's  command,  and  from  the  example  of  hid  own 
perfon,  and  all  under  his  authority,  even  to  the 
temporary  punifliment  of  the  very  cattle  of  the 
place.  From  thefe  facred  records,  no  Chriftian 
can  harbour  a  doubt,  of  the  propriety  and  efficaiy  of 
the  duty  this  day  enjoined  us.  I  Ihall  proceed, 
therefore,  to  the 

Second  confideration  that  interefts  our  inquiry, 
viz.  the  neceffity  of  the  taflc  at  this  particular  time,  as 
it  concerns  us  both  in  a  private  capacity,  and  alfo 
as  a  nation,  or  colledive  body. 

SiD,  like  a  peftilence,  is  infe<flious.  From  the 
higheft  to  the  lowcft,  men  corrupt  each  other  by 
their  evil  habits,  and  unhappy  carelefsnefs  as  to 
pious  C9ncems.  On  thefe  occaiions,  therefore,  it 
behoves  every  perfon  /eparately,  to  confider  and 
lament  the  manifold  fins  and  failings  which  contri- 
bute to  the  general  offence,  and  determine  the  Mod 
High  to  viiit  us  with  punifhment. 

The  peculiar  nature  of  my  futjeft,  fuggefls  the 
following  obfervations  in  this  place,  that  from  the 
fatal  negleft  of  due  invocation  of  the  Deity^  and  a 

pro- 


A    GENERAL   FAST^  APRIt  1^,    1793-  ^f^ 

profelTed  dependance  upon  his  help>  we  have  too 
great  reafon  to  conclude  (when  viewed  in  a  reli^ 
gioHs  light)  that  fo  little  fuccefs  attended  a  very 
formidable  army,  under  a  moll  gallant  and  expe« 
rienced  leader  in  the  lad  campaign,  againfl  the 
enemies  of  God,  and  the  peace  of  the  world.     It  is 
but  too  true,  I  fay,  that  the  very  oppofers  of  anarchy, 
and  univerfal  diforder,  feemed  even  to  copy  thofc 
rafh  levellers  in  me  particular.     Like  them^  they 
appeared  to  trull  in  the  might  of  their  own  iirms ; 
like  thevaunting  captain  of  the  Aflyri^n  hoft  before 
Jcrufalem,   they  breathed   death   and   deftruftion 
whenever  it  fhould  pleafe  them  to  inforce  the  execu- 
tion.    They  nriade  no  appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the 
caufe,  as  the  caufe  of  Heaven  againfl  an  unbeliev- 
ing, vain,  and  cruel  foe,  to  God,  and  his  crea- 
tures *9  and  refrained  to  call  upon  him  regularly 
and  fblemnly  as  the  God  of  Battles,  through  the 
medium  of  his  Priells,  and  Minifters.    And  though 
in  his  unbounded  mercy,  they  did  not  experience 
the  entire  fate  of  the  blafpheming  Rabfhakeh  (be- 
caufe  thnr  objedl  doubtlefs,  in  the  main,  was  good^ 
and  that  the  trefpafs  was  of  omiffion  only,  and  not 
defiance  like  that  of  the  proud  Aflyrian  J  yet  their 
deligiis^  for  that  time  we  fee  were  fruftrated,  and 
slkey  likcwife  fuifered  a  mod  fcrious  diminution  of 
their  boafted  ftrength^  and  means  of  vidory. 

*  Ir  might  be  no  nnprofitable  device  to  have  fome  fuch  inicrip'^ 
^on  as  the  foUbwing  apon  the  caps  ox  helmets  of  thofe  embarked 
in  this  laudable  expedition : 
'«  The  Caufe  of  God  and  Peace,  againft  Atheifts  and  AiTaiJins." 

Dif. 


Different  (we  blefs  God)  is  our  method  of  pf*! 
ceediiig  in  the  arduous  and  uncertain  ei>terprife  of 
war;  though)  indeed>  with  a  general  fpirit  that 
never  yet  was  tarnilhed  by  inglorious  condud,  in 
military  exploits  (as  far  as  marks  the  heroifm  of 
the  creature,)  yet  happily  we  feel  convinced,  that 
other  aid  is  needful,  befides  the  (kill  and  courage  ef 
mere  marials.  We  feem  to  have  wifely  profited  by 
the  above-mentioned  error  of  thofe  with  whom  wc 
now  unite,  as  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  Provi- 
dence, to  right  the  caufe  of  the  oppreffcd,  and  in 
the  noble  effort  to  reftore  the  ancient  order  of 
things,  and  give  peace  and  fecurity  to  the  minds 
and  property  of  our  feUpw-creatures,  and  fellow- 
xhriftians.  Wc  humbly  look  up  to  Him,  from 
whom  alone  cometh  our  defence ^  and  we  fupplicate 
with  the  public  voice,  the  interference  of  our  Hea- 
venly Father  to  profper  the  means^  with  which  he 
.hath  moft  gracioufly  enabled  us  to'aflert  the  claims 
•of  genuine  right,  and  freedom.*  We  prefume  not  to 
irufi  in/word^  or  Jpear^  or  jhield^  alone,  (in  any  arts 
of  war,  or  the  terrible  violence  of  its  ruinous 
engines  folely)  hut  we  come  to  our  enemies  in  the  name 
of  tie  Lord  of  bofls,  the  God  of  armies,  whom  they  have 
impioufly  defied.  We  retain  a  grateful  remembrance 
of  paft  favors^  and  an  humble  faith,  that  He  wHo 
mercifully  attended  to  our  former  earnefl  fupplica- 
tions,  in  deep  diftrefs,  by  preferving  to  us  the 
-favorite  objedl  of  our  devout  petitions,  will  ftiH 
proteft  our  gracious  Sovereign  from  every  danger, 
and  continue  him  long,  the  happy  defender  of  our 
religion,  laws,  and  liberties. 

From 
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From  the  general  flatement  of  the  propriety  of 
public  humiliation^  it  may  be  profitable  to  defcend 
to  points  of  a  more  particular  caft>  and  which^  as 
they  intereft  all. in  the  clofeft  fenfe,  may  be  eflfco 
tval  in  rendering  the  duty  of  the  day  more  dili^ 
gently  obferved,  than  mere  matter  of  form,  Ind 
outward  compliance^  in  any  Jbape^  might  otherwife 
produce.  Let  us  ehquite  firft>  then^  mybrethren> 
t^hat  are  the  chief  enis  and  private:  ^^/^/j  we  pro-^* 
fe6  to  purfuej  and  may  reafonably  promife  our^^ 
felves^  from  a  due  difcbarge  of  this  very  neceflkry^ 
and  important  eXercife  of  pure  repeniante,  ^Lod/elf^ 
dewL 

You  muft  all  be  fehfible^  that  what  would  be 
efteemed  a  general  injury^  mud  induce  of  courfe 
much  private  mifery^  What  are  the  things^  then, 
th3t  we  hope  nAay  be  averted  by  our  fincere  con^. 
Yerfion  to  God«  on  this  occalton^  by  the  penitent 
confeilion  of  our  fins,  and  hearty  pitiyer  for  grace 
l;o  mend  our  lives  in  future  ?  In  fhort,  for  vd^at  do 
ive  now  fall  ?  I  would  requell  your  cloTe  attention, 
( I . )  to  the  feveral  valuable  articles  wc  crave  to  have 
aoHtmuid  to  us,  and  (2.)  to  the  many  deplorable 
cvints  from  which  wc  hope  to  be  delivered. 

In  a  moie  comprehenfive  view,  my  brethren,  we 
now  addrefs  Almighty  God,  that  he  will  give  a 
blefling  to  our  arms,  and  prevent  the  numerous 
calamities  which  inevitably  would  overwhelm  us, 
vct^  our  inveterate  enemies  permitted  to  prevail. 
In  this  general  prayer,  we  include  God's  preferva* 

tion 
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tion  of  a  form  of  government^  which  has  arrived 
to  a  degree  of  excellence  that  far  furpaifes  whatever 
the  wifdom  of  mankind  hath  yet  contrived  for  the 
fecuring  the  common  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
fociety^  fo  that  we  may  juftly  afcribe  to  the  favor 
and  providence  of  heaven^  the  pofTel&on  of  (b 
choice  a  conftitution. 

Further,  we  fupplicate,  that  the  wife  and  upright 
fervants  of  the  public,  whom  the  Lord  hath  raifed 
up,  and  fo  long  profpered  in  their  councils  for  the, 
benefit  of  their  country,  may  never  fall  viftims  to 
the  murderous  hands  of  a  lawlefs  race,  whoTe 
hoftile  and  deftrudive  views,  they  are  faithfully  and 
vigoroufly  oppofing  with  all  the  ardour  and  inte- 
grity of  true  born  Britons  s  and  who  confequend/ 
are  the  declared  objects  of  foreign  malice,  and  re- 
venge :  and  efpecially,  that  our  moft  gracious  Sove- 
reign, may  be  defended  from  the  unfeeling  rage  of 
thofe  foes  to  facred  order,  and  falutary  fubje£tion« 
We  cannot  furely  be  too  firmly  devoted  to  a  King, 
on  whom  Heaven  has  beftowed  fo  many  private  vir- 
tues :  who  from  his  pious  fenfe  of  the  divine  favor, 
and  alTiftance,  and  his  attachment  to  his  people,  may 
juflly  be  efteemed  the  moft  exemplary  Prince  dttt 
ever  filled  the  throne,  who,  far  from  the  unnatural 
wifh  of  retrenching  the  native  libertiet  of  hisfubjeds, 
has  manifefted  fo  pure  a  love  of  juftice^  and  abhor- 
rence o{appreffi<m^  as  to  extend  the  influence  of  his  vir- 
tuous reign  even  to  the  remoteft  quarter  of  the  globe. 
Nq  ftronger  teft  can  be  afforded  of  the  confiftency, 
uprightnefs,  and  earneftnefs  of  his  views,  than  the 

choice 
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choice  of  the  general  *»  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  ob« 
je&.  The  noble  fervant^  as  zealous  in  difcharging 
the  important  truftj  as  his  Royal  Mafter,  in  en- 
couraging the  glorious  delign.  In  fliort^  we  peti- 
tion, that  the  beautiful  and  truly  admired  fabric  of 
our  happy  conftitution.  and  the  favored  Sovereign 
who  prefides  over  it,  may  not  be  rent  in  pieces,  by 
the  mercilefs  fury  of  needy  plunderers,  and  impious 
regicides. 

To  give  the  mind  fome  adequate  idea  of  the 
horror  t)f  the  fcenes  to  which  they  ^re  familiar,  we 
need  only  advert,  my  brethren,  to  the  unequalled 
barbarities  that  have  been  already  committed-  by 
thofe  bloody  tyrants,  who  facrilegioufly  aiTume  the 
title  of  Friends  of  Liberty.  Adions  have  been  per- 
petrated under  the  authority  of  this  mock-legifla- 
ture,  that  would  not  only  caufe  abhorrence  to  the 
rooft  uncultivated  race  of  men,  but  even  cloy  th^ 
appetites  of  the  fierceji  heafts  of  frey ;  for  they  arc 
often  fated  with  too  much  blood,  whereas  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  every  thing  in  human  form,  theje  monfters 
Hill  third  for  more.  Unwilling  that  their  fame 
ihould  die  for  want  of  foul  enormity,  they  have 
crowned  their  horrible  proceedings  by  the  murder 

*  Thisy^fon/  Belifarias  for  magnanimity,  difinteitfted  virtue 
and  his  brilliant  conqueft  over  the  barbarian  t}'rants  of  the  Eaf^, 
hatli  exbibitted  talents,  and  forbearance,  equal  to  that  celebrated 
lieroof  antiquity,  and  like  him,  hath  fecured  a  merited  fame  in  the 
annak  of  his  country,  which  can  only  end  with  timi.  Happily, 
more  fortunate  than  the  illuftrious  Roman,  in  ferving  a  roofc 
enlightened  Mafter,  his  valour  and  integrity,  ihftead  of  envy  and 
nnjofi  negleA*  have  met  with  univerfal  praife,  and  the  due  reward 
of  fiiJioelyfiivor* 

of 


J04  A    SERMON  TOR 

of  their  lawful  Monarch;  a  "Prince  as  innoednt,  as 
unfortunate.  They  firft  enticed  him  (with  the 
treacherous  pretence  of  proving  his  true  regard  for 
the  happinefs  of  his  people)  to  licence  ads,  which 
forfeited  his  ovinjuft  rights,  and  in  return  for  fuch 
difinterefted  conceflion,  deprived  him  of  his  lifer 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  their  own  original  decrees, 
contrary  to  every  thiftg  yet  pracflifed  in  the  world, 
by  the  moft  ferocious,  and  unprincipled  people? 
and  as  truly  favagc  and  unjuft,  as  if  they  were  to 
aflault  our  gracious  King,  for  loving  and  protedling 
his  own  people  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  And 
ibisy  in  truth,  we  may  be  certain  they  wwrA/effed; 
with  cruel  pleafure,  did  it  depend  upon  tfic  didlates 
of  their  own  depraved,  and  barbarous  inclinations. 

Thefe,  in  a  brief  and  general  relation,  are  the 
public  evils  we  might  exped,  fliould  Heaven  refufe 
to  liften  to  our  prayers,  and  withhold  fuccefs  to  our 
fleets,  and  armies. 

Some  of  the  miferies  of  z private  nature,  may  now 
be  aptly  fpecified  on  this  occafioa.  Univerfal 
plunder,  and  the  total  confifcation  of  hereditary 
right,  and  property,  would  take  place  of  courfc. 
Tiiis  is  one  certain  confequencc  of  the  french 
liberty,  againft  all  who  venture  to  diflent  from  their 
new  method  of  preferving  peace,  and  happineis. 
Tbehoneft«  the  upright,  and  the  induilrious,  xpull 
yield  to  robbers,  profligates,  and  the  moft  worthlcfe 
of  the  human  race.  To  enumerate  particulars  of 
fuch  a  melancholy  event,  would  be  too  dreadfully 
affeding^  the  imagination  will^readily  paint  the 
Shocking  ads  that  muft  enfue,  were  we  lefttOilh& 

will 
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"Will  of  a  people  profefling  to  fear  neither  God^  or 
devils  and  who^efteem  it  the  ftandard  of  confum« 
mate  wifdom  *,  to  deny  any  future  ftate  of  being. 
Hufbands  and  wivesj  parents  and  children,  and 
every  relation  of  the  moft  endearing  nature^  may 
cafily  conceive  the  horror  of  being  expofed  co  the 
brutal^  and  ungoverned  wilU  of  the  mod  licentious^ 
and   mercilefs  people  upon  earth.     Infenfible  of 
pity  towards  their  fellow  citizens,  they  will  hardly 
fhew  feeling  for  the  fufferings  of  a  long  envied,  and 
rival  nation,  which,  under  Heaven,  has  been  at 
all  times  fo  f<;vere  a  fcoui^e  to  their  afpiring  ambi- 
tion.    We  may  well  imagine  the  defperate  proceed- 
ings of  a  (larving  rabble,  who  having  no  king  in  their 
cwn  land,  are  dejirous  tojeek  inheritance  anf  where  tp 
dwell  in ;  who  labouring  under  every  fpecies  of  dif- 
trefs  at  home,  are  animated  by  the  flattering  hope  of 
dividing  the  riches  of  a  place  where  there  is  no  want 
tf  mrf  thing  that  is  in  the  earth ;  and  who,  as  a  com- 
mon enemy,  would  be  rendered  ftill  more  impla- 
cable in  all  their  ravagesl     If  any  one  Ibould  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  fuch  furmifes,  they  may  judge  of 
the  event,  by  the  regiftered  facfls  of  their  treachery^ 
and  robbing  of  thofe,  whom  they  have  already  de<> 
coyed,  or  frightened  into  this  fnare.     ^he  tender 
mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel ;  and  if  not,  even  the 
heart-rending  eloquence  of  infant  innocence,  plead« 
ing  for  a  father's  life,  couijd  makcs^^  leaft  im« 
preilion  on  the  obduracy  of  the  Rulers,  w^eU  may  ve 

*  Thefe  unhappy  leaded  people  particvliily  boaft>  t^  title  oi 
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dread  the  cfFe<5t  of  their  decrees  to  their  pra<^iced 
executioners  J  againft  all  ages^  and  conditions  of 
people^  whom  they  naturally  hate  and  envy. 

Peftilence,  or  famine,  would  be  preferable  vifita- 
tions,  to  fuch  exccfs  of  woe»  So  David  judged  of 
old;  and  fo  will  all  decide,  who  know  the  fad 
malignity  of  human  nature,  when  quite  devoid  of 
grace,  and  mercy.  Let  us  pray,  therefore,  that 
(hould  we  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  live  to  fee  the  mca- 
fure  of  national  (in  complete,  we  may  fall  into  the  bands 
nf  the  Lord,  and  not  of  men,  for  as  is  bis  Majefiy,  Jo  is 
bis  mercy.  That  God  often  refcrves  the  wicked  to 
deftroy  the  wicked,  we  have  abundant  teftimony  in 
the  hiftory  of  his  own  people,  and  the  remnant  of 
the  different  nations  that  were  prefer ved  as  inftru- 
ments  oi  future punifhment  for  tht  fou  of  ffraeL  This 
is  the  fevered  of  all  temporal  vilitations.  May  wc 
never  experience  its  effcds !  but  humbly  and  fer- 
vently eiclaim,  O  Lord,  give  not  thine  heritage  to  r<- 
proacbj  that  the  heathen  Jhonldft^,  where  is  now  their 
God?^ 

Having  contemplated  the  many  grievances  that 
wait  upon  a  finful  people,  continuing  to  provoke 
€od's  anger,  we  are  naturally  led  to  a  more  minute 
confidcration  of  the  caufe  of  them.  This  will 
form  a  very  valuable  part  of  your  prefent  inftnidion. 
"Similar  cijiifcs  will  have  correfponding  elTedts,  at 
'dU  times.  .  Jf  we  would  efcape  the  punijhment,  it  will 
be  obviQus  wifdom  to  avoid  the  treffafs  that  pro* 
duces  it.  I  (hall  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  mention  ft 
few  of  the  leading  vices  which, mark  the  people 
vith  whom  \ve  are  at  war^  and  who  have  for  ages 
-    I       .  proved 
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proved  the  great  long-fufFering  of  God  towards 
thctn.  The  detail  will  be  fliort,  though  the  confc- 
quence  of  each  tranfgreffion  is  truly  awakening': 
and  I  fpecify  them  as  z,  guard  and  admmiiion  to  our^ 
fehes,  that  we  may  fteer  wide  of  the  danger^  which 
living  in  fuch  courfes  threaten  to  body  and  foul. 

Firft,  That  very  ofFenfivc  trefpafs  in  the  light 
of  God,  the  fcandalous  profiination  of  the  Lord^s 
day^  for  which  that  apparently  devoted  nation  are 
rwtmous.  Secondly,  the  ruinous  crime  of  adultery  t 
which  is  a  daring  breach  of  another  pofithe  com- 
mandment, that  gradually  deftroys  all  fcntiment^ 
purity,  and  honour  in  either  fex ;  and  doubtlefs^ 
may  be  given  as  one  principal  caufe  that  fuch  un- 
precedented and  ihamelcfs  inftahces  of  cruelty^ 
have  been  exhibited  evefi  by  their  women.  Thirdly  4 
that  difgraceful  levity,  and  trifling  manner,  which 
fo  ftrongly  damp  extreme  degeneracy  in  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  really  degrade  the  dignity  of  our 
nature.  And  laftly  (and  above  all)  that  prevailing 
s^  fpirit  of  ifffidelity,  moft  falfely  called  a  fpirit  of 
fbUofopbizing.  By  philofophy,  my  friends,  is  Ute^ 
rally  meant,  a  l&^e  0fwifd(m :  I  leave  it  to  your/elves 
to  judge,  how  inconnftent,  in  the  prefent  cafe^ 
this  title  is,  with  a  conceited  oppofition  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  majority  of  the  moft  learned,  wife, 
and  moral  philofophers  of  all  ages.  They  acknow- 
ledged, and  adored^  one  eternal,  holy,  and  all 
powerful  Caufe.  In  proportion  as  any  people  are 
addidted  to,  and  increafe  in  the  commiflion  of  any 
of  thefe  crying  fins,  they  are  heaping  up  judgment 
agaiaft  the  ^ay  of  wrath.     Mercy  is  the  darling  at« 
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tribute  we  give  to  God>  and  for  the  fake  of  ten, 
comparatively,  he  hath  promlfed  he  will  not  con- 
found the  wicked  and  the  righteous  in  tennporai 
ruin.  Each  individual^  therefore,  in  the  nation, 
is  bound  tofajl  and  pray^  left  he  be  acceflary  to  the 
augmentation  of  fuch  crimes,  as  God  has  folemnly 
fworn  he  will  moft  furely  puniih.  Every  one  of 
you,  my  brethren,  that  hath  obtained  the  grace  of 
\x?ing  family  fray&r^  Ihould  generally  add  to  your 
public,  and  private  devotions,  the  prayer  in  times  ^ 
war,  and  more  parlicularly,  on  fuch  occalions  as  the 
prefent,  fome  proper  form  extraordinary ^  to  engage 
)Lhe  bleffing  of  our  Heavenly  Father  upon  our  pre- 
fent  work,  and  the  important  buiinefs  for  which 
W€  undertake,  it.  If  any  cne  of  thefe  fins  is  in 
itfelf  fufficient  to  excite  the  anger  of  the  Deity 
(nay,  if  perfifted  in,  to  (hut  the  perpetrator  out  of 
licalven)  what  muft  all  united  merit  ?  and  efpecially, 
"uhat  muft  the  bold,  and  impious  denial  of  his 
very  being  challenge?  when  all  natnrc  manifefts 
through  all  her  works,  the  wife  creative  hand  of 
God  omnipotent.  T'bere  is  neither Jpeecb  ner language 
but  the  voiee  of  his  power  is  heard  among  them.  It  is 
the  fool  only,  that  fays  in  his  heart  (or  as  It  may  be 
juftly  interpreted,  who  fecretly  wijhes)  there  is  ne 
God.  And  why  does  he  wifli  it  ?  Becaufe,  notwith* 
ftanding  alt  his  vain  wifdom,  and  infulting  bfa« 
yadoes,  his  confcicnce  occafionalty  aWms  him  with 
cxpeftation  of  the  reward  of  all  his  evil  doings. 
It  is  not  therefore  love  of  wijdem,  to  which  the 
flaring  atheift  it  intitled,  but  it  is  love  of  wickers 
alone,  which  conftirutcs  the  charafter  of  fuch  phi* 
..  ^     .  ;  lofophcr*. 
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lofdphcrs.  From  their  deadly  poifon  may  the  Lord 
deliver  us !  and  whcreinfoever  we  tranfgrefs  as  to 
Ctber  forbidden  refpe(fts,  may  fpecdy  and  earned 
repentance  avail  ^to  the  amendment  of  our  ways, 
and  conciliate  the  proteftion  of  our  Eternal,  High^ 
and  all-fufficient  Friend ! 

But  it  is  time,  my  brethren,  that  we  {hould  now 
examine  into  the  nature  of  the  immediate,  and 
oftcnfiblc  motive,  that  can ,  adtuate  any  people  to 
deeds  of  fbch  extraordinary,  and  univerfiil  violencel 
It  is  the  charm  of  an  unfubftantial  invitation,  con- 
tained in  the  found  of  liberty  and  eostaltty  to 
tbe  world  at  krg$r  I  mean  to  dwell  a  little  on  thjis 
celebrated  manifefto  of  French  good^will,  in  ordet 
both  xo  inform,  and  confirm  yoM,  in  your  refpcc* 
tive  duties  as  loyal  fubjeds^  no  lefs  than  true^ 
and  pious  Chriftians.  But  as  I  have  already  de«>* 
tained  you  rather  beyond  the  ufual  limits  of  my 
^ifcourfe,  and  that  the  fofvice  of  the  day  requires 
fne  to  employ  each  portion  of  it  in  exerciiing  my 
humble  talent  in  the  fulled  manner  for  your  profit^ 
I  (hall  defer  the  remainder  of  my  exhortations,  |br 
your  inftrudion,  in  the  afternOon,  and  conclude 
thefe,  my  feeble,  but  hearty  efforts  of  incumbent 
duty,  with  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  general  prof- 
perity  of  the  nation. 

Be  merciful,  Q  God,  to  us,  a  finful  people, 
who  have  fo  long  enjoyed,  and  fo  much  abu fed 
thy  {:ich,  and  fundry  bleflings,  and  who  dill  go 
on  to  provoke  thy  vengeance  daily,  O  Lord, 
forgive  the  many  crying  fins  for  which  thou 
mighted  ntod^udly  abhor^  and  cad  us  piF,  and 
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*'  lay  us  defolate ;  and  fo  forfake  us  utterly^  as  to 
*'  be  favourable  to  us  no  more.  Grant  us  yet  thy 
•*  grace,  moft  mighty  God,  wc  humbly  befeech 
•*  Thee,  fo  to  repent,  and  amend  our  lives,  that 
*'  we  may  be  fpared  and  faved  from  all  the  judg- 
•*  ments  we  have  fo  much  deferved ;  and  this  wc 
"  bqf  for  Jefus  Chrift's  fake,  thy  only  Son  our 
•'  Lord :  To  whom,  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft,  one  Almighty  God,  in  myftick  Trinity 
*'  united,  be  afcribed  (as  is  molt  due)  ^11  power, 
**  praife,  and  glory,  now  and  for  ever.  Amcoi 
^  Amen, 


%       ♦ 
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PART  THE  SECOND,  FOR  THE  EVENING. 


The  fame  Texf.  .     . 

WE  come  now^  my  brethren^  to  the ^clofe erf 
our  public  fervice  for  this  folemn  day ;  an4 
according  to  my  purpofe  in  the  .momingj  I  mean 
to  renew  the  fubjed  of  my  difcourfe  on  this  oc- 
caiion^  with  a  ftriiH:,  but  candid^  examination  pf 
the  enticing  obje<5t  that  has  mifled  fo  manyj,  and 
from  a  falfe  perfuafion  of  bettering  the  condition  of 
mankind,  has  rendered  them  acceflary  to  the  fpre^d* 
ing  of  diforder  and  diftrefs  wherefoever  their  vai|i 
and  violent  endeavours  have  been  carried  into  ex- 
ecution.  Nay  fo  deeply  has  the  infatuation  taken 
place,  that  J^me  (though  Heaven  be  praifed,  not 
many,  in  a  ct>mpararive  eftimate)  of.  our  own 
codntrymen  have  caught  the  infedion  of  innovating 
profpeds,  and  with  a  zeal  bordering  on  madnefs, 
would  encourage  the  ruinous  principles  of  pyr  bit- 
tereft  enemies,  even  at  the  expence  of  their  own 
fhame,  and  fure  participation  in  the  general  ha- 
voc ;  for  it  is  almoft  impoffibl^  to  believe,  that 
any  in  their  fea/es,  would  be  fo  bafe  as  wilfully  to 
invite  deftrudion  to  their  country^  or  to  compound 
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(with  1  people  now  in  juft  and  univerlal  abhor- 
rence) for  their  own  fafety»  and  fecurity^  under  the 
complete^  and  lamentable  wreck  of  national  hap- 
pinefs.  To  combat  fuch  unnatural  an^.  dangerous 
proceedings^  is  the  wife  delign  of  our  moft  excel- 
lent Sovereign^  and  occupies  the  vigilance  an<l 
abilities  of  his  minifters.  Tq<  check  the  infidiout 
and  ambitious  projed;  of  our  enemies^  they  have 
employed  that  force  which  God  has  put  into  our 
hands,  to  defend  the  meditated  invafion  of  our 
rights,  and'properties,  and  to  preferve  entire^  that 
liappy  conftitution  in  church,  and  flate,  which  qii- 
^er  Providence,  has  fo  long  fecured  to  us  the 
'choiceft  bleflings. 

-  'Kings,  nobles,  clergy,  and  every  order  of  pro- 
vidential appointments^  are  the  avowed  objeds, 
my  brethren,  of  French  deftruftion :  but  under  tho. 
-maik  of  this  profane  ardor,  there  is  a  ftill  more 
'powerful  motive  for  their  defperate  enterprize,  and 
that  is  the  fpils  they  hope  to  reap^  by  exciting 
commotion,  and  plundering  the  rightful  proprietor 
of  his  pofleflions.  As  this  cannot  admit  of  any 
doubt^  it  is  furely  time  to  look  about  us.  9^^ 
we  mufl:  allow,  at  Uny  rate,  is  both  precarious,  and 
tremendous  in  Its  nature.  It  ftrikes  upon  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  and  interferes  with  innumerable 
objefts  of  rhofl:  defirable  import  to  a  thrivii^ 
people ;  But  of  two  evils^  the  lead  U  always  to  be 
preferred  i  and  where  only  temporary  inconve-  j 
niences  are  fet  againft  the  total  'annihilation  of 
a  i^ate,  there  can  be  no  demur  about  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  choice.  We  mull  unanimoufly  de- 
cide for  war,  as  matter  of  defence^    at  prefcnCt 
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or  tamely  condcfcend  to  be  infulted,  and  deprived 
of  all  our  influence  in  the  fcale  of  power.  In  the 
prefent  cafe,  it  is  equally  advifable,  as  inevitable. 
The  innate  perfidy  which  fed  the  unhappy  conteft 
nvith  our  colonies,  and  obvioufly  laid  the  ground 
of  all  the  inteftine  miferies  of  France,  is  ftill  uniform 
in  its  fubtle,  and  deflrudlive  fchemes,  and  cannot 
be  too  clofely  watche^l,  or  early  interrupted.  With 
traitors,  and  the  faithle/s,  there  is  no  negotiating 
but  'vcitbfword  in  band.  Only  to  debate  therefore,  on 
the  propriety  of  caution,  and  to  begin  to  arm^  when 
it  is  time  to  fight,  would  have  argued  deficiency  of 
talentSj  and  prefnmption  like  wife :  our  rulers,  on  the 
contrary,  with  the  wifdom  of  honed  guardians  of 
the  public  fafety*,  have  renewed  the  meafures 
which  heretofore  have  proved  propitious  in  fecur- 
ing  peace,  and  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  enemy 
•iccm  determined  to  uphold  the  cont^ft,  it  is  both 
pur  intereftand  our  duty,  to  repel  their  Ilratagems 
9t  the  utmoft  hazard  of  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

Relying  pn  the  general  fidelity  of  the  nation^ 
the  juiiice  and  expediency  of  the  cmfe,  and  the 
experienced  bravery  of  pur  countrymen  in  arms» 
we  hope  for  vtSwy^  But  dill,  in  pious  confidera*- 
tion  of  the  infufficiency  of  men  alone  to  aflure  fuc^ 
cefi,  and  tkat  the  battle  is  not  always  to  tbeftrong^ 
yic  here  implore  that  needful  fuccour  which  nothing 
can  refift,  and  without  which»  every  other  means 
mujl  fail.      SenQble  of  bis  almighty  power  who 

*  Cavntd^  tffgs  wm  ever  be  a  i^ptxim  adopted  byalljudkioiit 
fiatefmeii.  To  be  reaJy  for  luar,  is  the  moft  obvious,' and  cfiedual 
meaxu  of  preferring,  or  of  obtaining  /eace^ 
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caveretb  the  bead  in  the  day  of  battle^  we  will  not 
iruft  in  our  bow,  neither Jhall  owrf^ord  /ave  us,  but 
we  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  He  is  ourfortrejs^ 
and  ourjhield'y  through  him  wefiall  cafi  out  our  ene^ 
mies ;  through  his  name  will  we  tread  down  them  that 
rife  up  againft  us.  As  a  wife  and  faithful  ifle^  wf 
will  wait  upon  him,  and  in  bis  arm  will  we  trufi. 
Let  none  of  you  then  be  guUed,  my  friends,  with 
the  deceitful  profpcds  of  liberty  and  eouality^ 
to  defcrt  the  principles  of  loyalty  and  duty. 
But  we  will  now  examine  into  the  real  import  of 
thefe  enfnaring  words. 

As  to  LIBERT Y,  my  brethren^  fuch  as  is  necef- 
fary  to  render  honeft  meqf,  and  chriftians  happfi 
where  will  it  be  found  on  earth,  if  not  in  the  prof- 
perpus  territories  of  Great  Britain?  A  liberty  that 
grants  encouragement  to  licentioufnefs,  and  impu- 
nity to  robbery,  and  murder,  is  a  fpecies  of  free- 
dom that  I  think  no  one  prefent  would  wilh  to  fee 
admitted  into  bis  country.  Now  fuch  is  the  pre- 
cious, and  new  invented  freedom  our  neighbours 
are  fo  tenderly  anxious  to  introduce  amongft  us. 

To  be  free  in  the  profeflion  of  our  religion^  free 
in  our  lawful  purfuits,  and  the  pofTeflion  and  dif- 
pofal  of  our  property y  is  enough  for  every  rcafon- 
able  end  of  happinefs,  that  this  life  poflibly  can 
yield  us. 

Refpeding  bqijality.  In  the  fenfc  in  which  the 
French  would  pafs  it  on  the  ignorant  and  credulous 
portion  of  mankind,  it  is  impraSlicable.  In  truth, 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  nature  \  and  we  may  fairly 
borrow  the  language  of  the  fecond  commandment 
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in  defcribing  its  nan^entity^  and  affirm,  //  is  neither 
in  Heaven  abobe,  or*  in  the  earib  heneatb,  or  in  tbf 
waters  under  the  earth.  It  is  the  offspring  of 
FRENZY  begotten  by  profanenefs,  and  \x.i effeSls  arc 
abundantly  fufficient  to  convince  you  all,  my  bre- 
thren, of  its  red  nature ;  only  conlidcr  what  it  has 
already  produced  in  their  own  country,  and  every 
other  place,  where  the  people  have  been  either 
forced,  or  mad  enough,  to  adopt  it,  and  you  will 
prcfcntly  be  fick  of  the  very  word.  I  appeal  to 
your  \Own  common  fenfe,  whether  a  people  who 
are'wading  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow-creatures 
every  where,  who  plunder,  and  destroy,  without 
diftindtion,  all  who  do  not  confenil  to  their  abfurd. 
and  wicked  fyftem ;  who  are  under  no  influence 
from  religion^  (the  only  principle  that  can  foftea 
the  hand  or  heart, .  or  check  licent^oufnefsj  and  in*- 
juftice  5)  only  refolve  ypurftlvesy  1  fay,  whether 
fuch  a  race  have  any  right  to  boafl  of  dealing  hlej^^ 
ings  to  the  world,  or  are  likely  to  promote  fuch 
xneafures,  as  are-  conducive  to  the  morals,  peace, 
or  true  profperity  of  fociety-  This  fyftem  of  equa^ 
lity  however,  though  the  contrivance  of  rebels,  and 
aflaflins,  is  not  without  its  advocates.  There  are 
three  defcriptions  of  people,  by  whom  it  is  embraced 
with  greedy  pleafure.  The  ignorani,  the  diffolutep 
and  the  infatuated.  The  firfl,  are  enticed  and  de^ 
cTeivedj  by  the  wicked  and  plauiible  arts  of  the  other 
two.  The  fecond,  having  neither  property  or 
principle,  are  ripe  for  any  mifchief ;  and  the  laft, 
through  pique,  pride,  prejudice,  and  perverfenefs 
joined^  would  hazard  all  the  ppfitive  happinefs  they 
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enjoy,  merely  for  a  bubble  of  theoretic  nonfcnfc, 
^ '  rather  than  relinquifh  their  wild,  and  dangerous 

opinions.  Such,  hardly  deferve  proteftion  from 
the  troubles,  which  their  raftincfs  provokes,  and 
from  which  the  fuperior  wifdom  of  their  more  con- 
fiderate  fcllow-fubjeds,  would,  under  heaven,  en- 
deavour to  fecure  them.  The  enthufiaftic  admirers 
of  this  Angular  change  in  worldly  affairs,  do  artfully 
avail  themfelves  of  interefted  addreffes  to  that  por- 
tion of  mankind,  whofe  fcanty  lot  too  often  ren- 
ders them  dupes  to  the  feduftive  reafonings  of  dc- 
fig'^ing  men  i  the  bait  held  out  to  them,  no  doubt, 
is  naturally  alluring,  but  it  is  merely  for  want  of 
due  confideration,  t^hat  any  will  be  induced  to  take 
it.  To  contrail  the  circumftances  of  the  rich,  and 
needy,  by  wa)^  of  urging  the  latter  to  repine,  and 
liarbor  difcontent  at  the  difpofal  of  their  temporal 
condition,  is  na  lefs  unjuft*,  than  injurious;  for 
even  though  the  popr  (hould  fometimcs  have  reajm 
to  complain  of  any  unkind  neglcft,  from  thofc  en- 
abled to  relieve  them,  fuch  obduracy  in  private 
perfons,  hath  no  foundation  in  political^  but  only  in 
moral  abufe.  The  wealth  of  individuals,  in  general, 
tends  rather  to  affift  the  poor,  than  hurt  them,  but 
unlefs  the  rich  poilefs  a  f  roper  fenft  of  their  rela- 
tion, upon  religious  grounds^  and  of  the  truft  repofed 
in  them  by  the  fovereign  Lord,  their  opulence  ^H 
never  be  fo  perfeAIy  direfted  in  the  channel  of  bene- 
volence, as  mi^ht  be  ftriftly  wifhed ;  ftillj  that  the 
poor  would  be  no  extraordinary  gainers,  if  all  the 
property  of  the  wealthy  was  diftributed  among  the 
multitude^  will  be  very  evident,  in  calculating  c^ 

the 
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the  nuknber  to  be  benefited,  vfith  the  property  to 
be  divided,  and  efpccially  if  the  few  following  fadb 
are  duly  weighed,  (i,)  as  both  rich  and  poor  are  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  reciprocsdly  dependant 
on  each  other,  and  eflcntial  in  their  refpe<ftivc  (la-* 
tions  to  each  other's  happinefs,  (the  Lord  is  the 
maker  of  them  all),  a  ftate  of  equality  muft  neceifa-* 
rily  deftroy  a  large  portion  of  that  comfort,  which 
at  prefent,  indifputably  exifts  in  various  ranks  and 
clafles  of  fociety.  It  mull  efTcdually  weakeib  thaf 
adlive  fpirit,  which  keeps  the  buiinefs  of  the  world 
in  motion.  But  let  us  for  a  moment  fuppofe  it 
praUicahle.  In.fuch  a  (late,  what  due  encourage* 
ment  could  be  given  to  the  difplay  of  genius,  or  to 
•the  efforts  of  unwearied  induflry?  Extenfive  manu-* 
failures  could  no  longer  (land  their  ground.  With- 
out the  means  to  feed  the  finer  arts,  their  occupa- 
tion mud  be  given  up,  and  in  what  could  fuch 
numerous  idlers  be  employed,  but  rapine,  and 
commotion,,  for  their  fupport  ?  We  have  a  living 
ipftance  of  the  faS,  in  all  the  formerly  opulent 
cities  of  France,  now  quite  a  prey  to  want  and  in- 
fufredlion.  Even  agriculture  would  (land  dill ;  for 
thole  newly  raifed  to  temporary  independence,  would 
refu/e  to  labor,  and  the  ^^r^^  would  neither  be  com- 
petent, ox  able  to  the  talk.  In  (hort,  it  is  level  to  the 
l^erdahding  of  the  mod  ignorant  perfon,that  if  the 
confumption  of  all  conditions  was  equalized,  com- 
merce nece(rarily  would  decline ;  the  grand  fupport 
<)C^in^uI^>^  wealth  and  power,  mud  confequently  be 
cut  off,  and  tht  very  exidence  of  a  flouridiiog  date 
no  longer  tenable.    Iginumcrable  fxds  might  be 
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adduced  to  (hew  how  contirary  to  reftfon^  juflicCi 
and  Iiumanity»  a  change  like  this,  would  prove; 
but  I  (hail  fum  up  all^  with  this  one  intereiling, 
and  mofi^perfualive  voucher.  This,  in  itffif,  will 
be  quite  enough  to  convince  you  of  the  folly  of 
expe&ing  any  benefit  from  the  trial.  Only  a(k 
yourfelves,  this  fingle  queftion, — To  whom  are  ye 
to  be  indebted  for  this  rare  equality?  To  your  new 
brethren  the  French.  And  can  any,  the  duUeft 
clown,  be  yet  fo  miferably  iilly,  as  to  think,  that  if 
ever  they  get  footing  in  this  happy  land,  they  will 
not  FIRST  be  paid  for  the  boafted  blefling  they  had 
brought  you?  Or  thit  after  the  fwarms  of  hungry, 
naked  Frenchmen  have  had  tbeir  Jhare^  your  rem^ 
nant  of  EoyALiTV  could  be  worth  enjoying?  For 
if  this  nation  were  come  up  upon  the  land,  they  would 
foon  complete  the  prophet's  defcription,  of  teing 
ftrong  and  without  numbers^  and  xvhofe  teeth  are  as 
the  teeth  of  a  lion,  who  would  lay  all  wafte,  and  caufe 
the  priefts  and  minifters  to  lament :  for  the  meat  offer^ 
ing  and  the  drink-offering  would  be  withholden  from  the 
houfe  of  God.  And  ihould  even  the  ingratitude  and 
perverfenefs  of  the  people,  draw  down  fuch  heavy 
judgments  on  the  land,  well  may  We  cry  out  alasl 
for  the  day,  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand,  and 
as  deftruStion  from  the  Almighty  Jhalt  it  come.  It 
behoves  us  furely,  then,  tofan£lify  a  faft,  to  call$ 
folemn  ajfemhly,  to  gather  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  into^the  houfe  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  cry  unt9 
him  with  all  our  might,  to  fave  and  deliver  us  from 
fkcb  excefs  of  woe. 

For 
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From  this  view  of  the  matter,  then,  we  arc  na- 
turally led  to  attend  to  the  p<nver  and  authority 
which  ftill  upholds  fuch  monftrous  machinations. 
There  is  a  circumftance  of  very  confiderable  im- 
ptort,  my  brethren,  to  fix  your  judgment  foundly 
on  this  particular  head;  and  thaf  is,  the  cbaraOer 
oitht  authors^  and  leaders  of  this  iniquitous  fcheme. 
That  legiflators  have  been  taken  from  the  body  of 
the  people,  is  indeed  mp(l  true,  but  it  is  from  the 
very  dregs  of  the  community,  from  the  moft  dijfo^ 
/ute,  and  unprincipled,  not  from  the  well-inten-^ 
tioned,  and  peaceable  citizens.  It  is  undeniable, 
that  among  thofe  who  have  the  chief  direftion  of 
affairs,  and  who  intimidate  others  by  their  impetus 
ous,  and  barbarous  ads,  we  do  not  hear  of  any  one 
oi  ftriSi  moral  reputation.  Excefs  of  cruelty,  trea- 
chery, and  ingratitude,  are  the  diftinguifhing  traits 
of  their  principal  fenators.  As  for  religion,  (as  be- 
fore obfcrvcd)  they  have  made  (hort  worlc  with  that 
ingredient  towards  human  happinefs,  by  dehouno- 
INO  the  very  exiftcnce  of  its  glorious  objeft*.  .Nor 
mud  we  pafs  by  in  this  place,  one  principal  abettor 
of  thefe  crimes,  who  likewife  is  a  legiflatort.  It 
mufl  afford  concern  to  every  loyal  Engtifhman, 
that  /ucb  a  charader  ftould  owe  his  birth  to  this 
happy  country ;  but  there  are  villains  in  all  lands^ 

*  ''  A  community  of  atheifts  never  exifted  out  of  Mc  Bayle^ 
head/'  fays  the  celebrated  Lord  Bolingbroke  himfelf,  the  pi^efled 
champion  of  infidelity* — So  perplexed  and  paradoxical  are  the  teoett 
of  this  tribe  of  philofophers. 

Vide  8vo.  Edition.    Fhilof.  Works.    Vol.  II.  Page  228* 
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and  this  hew  legiflatureof  the  French^  is  the  refuge 
©f  every  confummate  knave  that  can  either  efcsLpt 
the  punilhment  hedeferyesat  home^  or  is  tooaban^ 
doned  to  live  with  comfort,  where  pgi2ce  and  virttU 
bflve  any  rule,  and  oppofe  the  workings  of  a  tur- 
bulent>  and  vicious  fpirit.  It  cherilhes  all^  who 
have  any  intelleduaP  abilities  to  lend  a  hand  in 
modellingj  and  affedling  the  moft  pcrnicioui 
ichemes.  I  need  fcarce  name  the  unhappy  perfon 
here  alluded  to,  a  wretch  who  has  proftituted  ta-» 
Jcnts^  which  (if  his  own)  might  have  gained  him 
,valuable^  and  merited  applaufe  and  recompencci 
in  an  upright  caufe.  But  he  fecms  befotted ,  with 
the  dreadful  ambition  of  carrying  fire  and  fword, 
devaftation,  and  mifery,  through  the  earth.  Ar* 
rived  to  the  mod  deteflable  pitch  of  wickednefs ' 
(a  traitor  to  his  King  and  country)  he  lias  crowned 
the  bafenefs  and  barbarity  of  his  vices,  with  foul 
hypocrify,  and  the  pretence  of  iludying  the  cflcn- 
tifld  comforts  of  thofe,  he  knows  mud  ultimately 
curfe  his  efforts  to  feduce  them.  But  it  is  enough, 
my  brethren,  to  confulc  the  narrative  of  t^is  man's 
hfe,  to  open  your  eyes  againft  fuch  poor  delufion 
as  he  would  ufe  to  blind  you.  I  fhall  difmiis  a 
charader  fo  truly  infamous,  and  extraordinary, 
with  a  fpecimen  of  the  mpft  unprecedented  c(m^a* 
dUlion,   and  grofs  ifguftice^  that  ever  diflionored 

human  nature. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  him/elf,  and  thus  deliver- 
ed in  his  own  words,  that  the  late  unfortunate 
King  of  France  was  known  to  be  a  friend  of  the 
nation;  that  no  man  ever  pofTefled  a  heart  (b 
^'  little  dilpofed  to  the  exercife  of  any  thing  op- 

^'  prcffive." 
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^  preffive."  And  in  another  place,  he  as  pofitively 
affirms,  '*  that  the  difpolicion  of  Louis  XVL  and 
that  of  his  predcceffor  Louis  XIV.  were  as  re- 
mote as  tyranny,  and  benevolence,*  could  render 
*'  them/*  This  honed  praife,  even  fo  deadly 
an  enemy,  could  not  withhojd ;  what  then  can  we 
think  of  the  man  who  would  embark  in  a  caufe, 
that  muft  inevitably  ruin  the  perfon,  and  fiimily  of 
fo  jufV,  and  amiable  a' Potentate?  What  but  the 
depth  of  di0imulation,  and  wanton  wickednefs. 
could  urge  him  to  unite  in  dcftroyingthe  prince  ol 
a  country,  who  had  never  done  him  the  fmalleft 
wrong?  and  from  whofe  legiflation  itfcif  (even  in 
its  moll  exceptionable  form)  there  was  not  zpofibility 
of  bis  being  injured  ?  How  defperately  degenerated 
muft  that  mind  be,  who  would  facrifice  innocence, 
and  the  real  friend  of  rational  liberty,  to  the  pro* 
pagation  of  a  fyftcm,  big  y/ith  mmediate,  and 
grievous  mifchief,  and  hoflile  to  any  lading  bene« 
fit,  even  in  its  fuccefs.  Confiftent  with  thefe  atro- 
cious principles,  we  find  him  in  the  clofe  of  tbi^ 
lamented  Monarch's  fate,  exaftly  imitating  the 
hateful  archetype  of  all  abomination,  who,  when  he 
had  TAKEN  the  price  of  innocent  blood,  declaims  upon 
the  virtues  of  the  vidlim,  and  thereby  magnifies  the 
inherent  vilenefs  of  the  betrayer.  Thus  confcience 
to  the  laft,  affaults  the  worft  of  men ;  forces  them  to 
aver  their  guilt,  even  by  the  vain  endeavors  to 
rctraft  its  confcquence.  So  the  parent  of  evil  be- 
guiks  and  betrays  all  thofe  who  fubmit  to  be  takeh 

*      Vide  Paint's  iaflammacory  Ticatife,  Part  I. 
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captive  by  him,  till  he  utterly  deftroys  them  foul 
and  body,  pad  all  recovery  ^  and  thus  this  pefti-* 
lent  promoter  of  fcdition  would  foften  thc/atrocity 
of  his  wijh^  not  heiitating  even  to  falfify  his  own 
exprefs  defivmciation  againll  all  Kings  whatever^  by 
voting  finally  for  the  life  of  bim^  he  had  been  uni- 
formly, and  flagitiouily,  induftrious  to  deflroy. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  brethren,  we  may  draw 
this  fure  conclufion,  that  a  government,  purfuing 
fuch  defigns  as  tliefe  before. us,  and  upheld  by  fuch 
t  hateful  crew  of  barbarous,  felf-interefted  men, 
muft  ultimately  incur  t^c  anger  of  God.  Already, 
indeed,  his  bow  feems  bent ;  wrath  is  gone  forth, 
in  an  alarming  mcafure,  and  the  arrows  of  the 
Almighty  begin  to  fly  againfl  thefe  relentlefs  pro- 
moters of  mifery,  and  infidelity. 

A  fimilar  rule,  my  friends^  will  equally  gruidc 
you  in  a  fafe  opinion  of  the  general  fcntiments  of 
our  own  nation,  upon  thefe  events,  and  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  n>cafures  that  arc  employed  to  pre- 
vent our  being  furprized  by  our  enemies.  When 
we  difcover  fo  very  fmall  a  portion  of  our  fenaton 
on  one  fide  the  quedion,  and  fuch  numbers  of  the 
firft  abilities t  property,  and  reputation,  who  prepon- 
derate on  the  other,  it  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme, 
to  doubt  on  which  fide  right,  and  reafon,  muft  have 
place.  On  the  dilfeniiint  part  of  any  caufc,  indeed, 
we  fhall  always  find  fome  men  of  brilliant  genius, 
and  powerful  talents,  and  it  may  be,  virtuous  cha- 
raders :  but  the  number  of  the  latter,  willalways 
be  the  grand  criterion  to  determine  right.  That 
fome  in  this  particular  cafe,  (hould  ftil)  reihain  fo 

pre- 
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prejudiced  and  blinded,  is  hard  to  be  accounted-- 
•forj  on  any  principle  of  found  reafon,  and  with 
fuch  ftubborn  evidence  againft  their  fcntiments: 
But  from  the  gracious  interpofition  of  Providence 
to  flop  thefe  fpreading  evils,  we  may  charitably 
hope,  their  eyes  will  foon  be  opened ;  that  they  will 
recant  their  errors  by  future  unanimity,  and  fober 
wifdom ;  and  that;  they  may  have  grace  to  fee  the 
dange;-  they  have  efcaped,  and  join  in  the  bounden 
thanklgiving  that  fuch  undeferved  and  fovereign 
mercies  call  for. 

How  arduous,  and  hazardous  the  flatefmen's 
province,  we  may  eafily  judge,  by  the  bppofition, 
and  perplexities,  to  which  they  are  invariably,  and 
inevitably  expofed.  Specious  orators  are  ever  bufy 
from  one  pretence  or  other,  to  counteraA  their 
very  bcft  defigns.  There  are  many  of  our  fellow- 
fubjecfls  at  this  moft  critical  jundlure,  who,  though 
wifely  (rverje  from  any  Trench  improvements  of  our 
government,  are  yet  affiduous  to  introduce  reforms 
of  different  kind^.  A  fhort  remark  or  two  on  this 
fubjeft,  may  notbe  inexpedient,  at  this  particular 
time.  Doubtlefs,  there  is  a  zeal  without  know- 
ledge in  politics^  as  well  as  in  religim.  With  refpedt 
to  reformation  of  thcjate,  it  is  certain  there  is  no-, 
thing  under  heaven,  but  what  needs  amendmeni:  but 
as  this  is  the  condition  of  all  nature,  the  queftion  is, 
whether  in  the  attempt  to  improve  the  national 
conftitution,  we  might  not  rifle  the/poiling  it.  This 
has  been  often  found  the  cafe,  in  crude  experiments 
on  the  human  frame;  the  animal,  and  body  politic 
will  bear  a  near  analogy,  in  their  method  of  treat- 
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mcnt.  As  in  thejbrmsr,  there  arc  times  when  reme* 
dies  will  operate  M'ich  happier  influence^  than  at 
others,  fo  in  the  laUer^  we  ihould  contrive  to  fuil 
the  objedls  of  imprpvement  to  their  proper  feafons. 
If  a  man  was  in  ever  Jo  poor  afiate  ef  bealtb,  and  his 
houfe  reported  to  be  fet  on  fire,  we  fhould  hardly 
think  him  wife  to  enter  upon  a  courfe  of  meduine, 
in/ucb  a  fituation ;  neither  would  it  be  judicious^ 
now,  that  all  the  powers  bf  government  are  fet  in 
motion^  to  refill  the  moft  defperate  evils  that  ever 
threatened  us»  as  a  people,  that  we  (hould  raflily 
divert  their  neceflkry  exertion^  by  calling  them  off 
to  other  obje(&  of  lefs  im  mediate  import ^  even  was 
it  indifputable^  that  the  conllitution  labored  under 
fuch  ferious  maladies^  as  fome  would  reprefent* 
Befidesj  it  remains  to  be  determined^  and  that  by 
much  precarious  adventuirei  whether  any  novel 
fyftem  that  might  be  adopted^  would  prove  in  all 
points*  equal  to  the  prelent  mode  of  ordering  na- 
tional matters.  However  plaufible  the  detail  on 
paper^  Jt  is  ftiU  but  theory,  and  might  fail  confi- 
dcrably  when  reduced  to  praSlice  ♦.  To  avail  myfdf 

of 

*  Even  dippoHng  tbc  various  alterations  propofed  to  lender  die 
reprefentation  of  the  people  lefs  corrupt,  were  all  adinited  aa  iiiies« 
ceptionable,  what  poflible  featrity  could  be  given,  that  tfaey  would 
operate  equal  to  their  defign  ?  The  principles  of  €omtfHut  muft  faa 
eradicated  out  of  hunuin  nature  it/flf,  befoie  atty  plan  can  be  fiig* 
gefted*  that  woold  be  proof  agaioft  the  arts  and  ambitioa  of 
intriguing  men,  Thefe  ultimately,  would  rend^  the  prefent  defigns 
d6ortive,  at  leafl  there  is  no  good  reafon  to  expe^  more  perfe6lioo 
and  benefit  than  already  obtained*  •  In  thtjavorite  article^  (and  of 
noft  promifing  confequencc  in  apgumcnt,)  it  is  to  be  feared  the  cmfy 

difier- 
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of  the  aSufi^n  juft  now  employed,  we  know  that 
many  an  excellent  conftitution  has  been  quite  de^ 
ftroyed  by  quacking ;  and  it  is  furely  fafer,  to  truft 
a  habit  that  has  given  proof  of  fterling  vigor,  than 
to  ri(k  the  failure  of  its  moll  important  fundtions^ 
in  the  uncertain  eflbrt  of  lending  them  renovated 
powen  Of  this  we  are  certain,  paft  all  difpute,  that 
under  the  prefent  interior  fyftem  of  political  admU 
niftration,  we  are  arrived  to  the  mod  profperous^ 
powerful,  and  envied  fituation  the  kingdom  ever 
khew^  and  rivalling  every  other  nation  in  the  World ; 
whatever  therefore  the  real  deficiencies  of  our  go* 
vernment  may  be;  while  we  have  credit,  and  forcef^ 
to  fupport  the  balance  of  powei;  in  Eurc^e,  I  thiilk 
we  have  no  maierial  reafon  to  complain,  nor  can  wt 
be  too  thankful  lo  Heaven,  for  the  fingulari  and 
vndeferved  bleflings  we  enjoy. 

You  have  now,  my  brethren,  been  apprized  what 
miferies  may  be  averted,  find  what  comforts  ftili 
preferved,  by  a  peaeeabte,  and  contented  conduft,  un^ 
der  that  form  6f  government  Providence  has  moft 
gracioufly  allotted  us.  And  as  perhaps  many  of 
you  may  be  ignorant  of  the  intimate  connefUon 
between  the  Church  and  State,  and  how  efientially 
each  depends  upon  the  wdfare  of  the  other,  it  wiU 
fupply  a  very  proper  conclufion  of  my  preient 
exhortation,  to  propofe  a  few  obfervations  that  may 
inform  and  ftrengthen  you  in  the  duties  you  owe 
to  i^oth^ 

diflfafcnce  this  cfaai^  fgpiJd  intiodttcr,  nlgbt  be  tmnbdhudotl^ 
fit^em  fctorns  of  eveiy  esoepdonabk  proceeding  in  ekBtmariHgi 
^a  aoft  obrioui  enor,  and  dangstooito  be  luMcded^ 

Y  3  It 
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.  It  is  incontrovertible,  that  in  every  form  of* go- 
vernment,  both  ancient,  and  modejn,  the  neglefft 
of  the  ejlablijhed  religion,  and  confufion  of  ih^J^cred 
urdefy  has  been  held  out  by  the  writers  on  thefe 
fubje(5l«,  as  the^(?«;,  butyir^  fore-runner  of  national 
decline..  Abundant  inftances  of  this  might  be  pro- 
duced both  from  profane,  and  facred  hiftory ;  and 
if  this  has  been,  in  variably  true,  even  among  itr^* 
then  ftates,  how  much  more  likely  is  the  failure  of 
Cbrii^ian  diligence. in  point  of  foleinn  dutie3,  to 
haften  judgnients  ypoii  an  offending  people,  who 
Dwc'fo  much  to  Heaven  for  the  blefling  of  the 
jSo^el  difpenfatUn.  Wherefore,  however  a  degree 
pf  .brilliant  prpfperity  may,  for  a  time,  beguile  us  to 
ilight  this  very  important  article,  and  render  us 
indiffiprent  to  fiuttre  events  ;  ^11  who  are  truly  inter* 
efted  in  the  permanent  welfare  of  their  country,  will 
jwith  to  promote  the  utmoft  veneration  for  holy  tbiitgs: 
on  one  hfincl,  tq  confult  (he  comfort  and  tranquillity 
of  thofe  who  are  moft  exemplary  in  the  caufe  of  reli^ 
gion ;  and  on  the  other,  to  prevent  ^s  much  as  pofli- 
'.ble,  its  increafmg  difgrace,  which  mull  be  the  con- 
feqyencc  of:pair?ng  over,  andmuch  more  by  encou- 
raging  indolence,  and  profligacy.  In  every  well-re- 
gulated Chriftian  community,  we  find  an  eftablifh- 
jment  under  fandlion  of  national  laws^  This  feenis 
•in  the  dcligns  of  Pfovideiice  (iji  point  of  outward 
form,  and  certain  articles,)  to  be  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  genius  and  government  of  countries.  In 
our  free  conftitution,  we  admit  of  general  tolera- 
tion refpedling  facred  wor{hip,'and  confcientipijis 
tenets.  Stil|j|  ^s  .the  eftablimed  Church  includes, 
by  far  the  largefl  portion  of  the  people^  in  berzom^ 
3  m  union. 
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munton,  and  from  the  nature  lOf  its  polky,  is  con- 
iidered  as  iht  principal  pillar  of  xhtftate^  it  follows, 
that  any  injury  one  receives,  muft  n^eflarily  en- 
danger the  welfare  of  the  other:  and  from  this^con- 
clufion  it' appears,  that  every  truly  wife  and  loyal 
fubjed,  however  he  may  diffent  in  any  particulars 
<i  forms  or  doSrines  from  the  National  Church,  is 
no  lefs  equally  interefied  in  its  prejervation^  and  proj^ 
perityy  than  he  is  in  the  judicial  part  of  the  confti- 
tution,  that  fecures  to  him  his  liberty^  2iX\A  property , 
and  every  comfort  he  enjoys  :  and  that,  for  this  plain 
reafon,  juft  now  intimated,  that  ^^/i' muft  ^tf;;^/ ^r 
faii  together/ in  confequence  of  their  indiflbluble  tie, 
.and  mutual  fupport.    The  purity  and  wifdom  of 
our  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  confider  no 
•man  a  l^fs  valuable  fubjeifl'  for  his  being  educated 
differently  in  matters  of  religion,  or  profefling  ac- 
.cording  to   the  light  and  didates  of  his  private 
judgment,  and  the  bias  it  may  have  received  from 
the  varying  ftandard  of  reafon,  slnd  abilities,  in  dif- 
ferent men.     Nothing  is  profcribed  but  fuch  an 
unwarrantable  interference^  as  tends  to  promote  a 
fcbifm  in  the  body  politic,   and  which  is  no  lefs 
reprehenfible  on  Scripture  grounds,    than  on  the 
principles  of  falutary  fubjedlion  to  the  laws  enadled 
for  the  general  peace  ajid  welfare  of  fociety.     Let 
each  then,  evince  his  zeal  for  God's  honor,  in  his 
own  peculiar  way^  and  be  contented  with  that  holy 
fcrvice  in  which  he  has  been   trained.     Now  if 
thofe  not  educated  in  the  forms,  and  tenets  of  our 
£ilabli(hed  Church,  are  clearly  culpable  for  bufy 
meddling^  9Tid  difturbance  of  her  peace,  and  order« 

y  4  how 
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how  much  more  {<s  muft  ibey  be  counted,  who 
though  from  their  molt  diftant  anceftora^  they  have 
been  taught  to  cberifif  her  principles,  and  ot/erve 
her  laws,  and  who  even  ftill  profefs  a  partial,  and 
natural  attachment  to  her  caufe,  do  neverthelcfs 
mofl:  deeply  wound  it,  by  ufelefs  innovations,  and 
mi/pla^ed^ zeal.  Whatever  meafures  have  any  ten- 
dency to  weaken  the  wholefome  fpirit  oijubordina^ 
tion  ii)  the  low:er  claHes  of  the  people,  or  to  detach 
that  refpeft  from  putlic  offices  (efpecially  of  the 
/acred  otdtr)  muft  fall  under  the  ceqfure  oli  Jdnfm^ 
ticai  interfirence.  In  th;:  opinion  of  individuals,  per«* 
hap^,  it  may  appear  but  a  Jmall  offence,  but  it  is 
ceruinly  a  poiitive  att»:k  agalnft  the  appointment^ 
of  God's  ordinary  providence :  fuch  a^  give  oIn 
viou3  wounds  to  decency  and  order ;  they  are  unjufti- 
fiable  rejiftances  of  holy  ordinances^  and  all  who  pro» 
pofe,  or  encourage  them,  muft  be  coniidered  as 
difaffeiftcd  members  of  the  Mother  Church,  and 
unliable  friends  to  the  Conftitution.  The  meam^ 
tvellf  as  to  private  opinion,  cannot  poflibly  excufe  a 
pqfitive  offence  againft  public  jurifdiftion ;  if  therefore 
we  would  prove  ourfelves  true  advocates  for  Cburcb 
and  State,  we  muil  drive  our  utmoft,  to  uphold  the 
fame,  and  hazard  nothing  that  can  in  the  leaft 
incline  to  leffen  their  authority,  and  legal  influence. 
We  muft  all  adt  within  our  proper  ^bere,  keeping 
always  before  us  the  Apoftle's  rule  of  genuine  peace 
and  godlinejs^  to  be  quiet,  andmndour  own  biiftnefs,  and 
leaving  both  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  rule,  to  the 
refpe<!ilive,  and  commiffioned  charaders  to  whom 
it  may  occafionally  be  ihtrufted,  under  the  fupreme 

9  will 
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.will  and  direction  of  Heaven.  In  religious  concernst 
ifpmalfyt  the  dangerous  habit  ofprofeffional  encroach- 
meats  fhould  carefully  be  avoided.  Without  una^ 
nimiiy^  and  efiabiijhcd  order  there  is  no  fecurity  for 
any  profitable  return  in  the  progreffive  work  of 
piety.  Where  Providence,  by  regular  appointments 
appears  to  mark  the  method  of  proceeding  in  hi$ 
fervice;  it  is  unwarrantable  liberty  to  itmvate^ 
The  ufual,  and  natural  confequcnce  of  fuch  con- 
dud:,  is  complaint  on  one  fide,  and  uncharitable 
reflexions  on  the  othn.  forties  are  formed^  and  the 
noxious  fruits  of  fuch  diffentiw^  are  fpiritual  de* 
fcate>  railings,  and  partial  preference.  Subftantial 
-morality  too  frequently  is  exchanged  to  fuperficiat, 
and  vain  profeffion  ;•  the  rage  for  nevei/y  fupplants 
the  love  oi  ancient  order ,  and  a  value  iov  Jlated forms : 
and  the  diffimulation  and  hypocri^  of  many,  are 
fupplied  with  nieans  of  impofitionj  which  they 
could  not  pafs  off  fo  eafily,  under  the  uniform,  |ind 
regular  mode  of  fpiritual  inftrudlion  *t 

Thus, 

*  Bat  notwithftanding  what  I  have  judged  expedient  to  ofir  oa 
this  particular  fubjedt  as  naturally  falling  in  with  what  relatet 
to  the  value  of  good  order,  and  regular  gvuerntmnt  in  general,  of 
iiriuch  it  forms  an  ej/entialpart,  yet  I  would  not  have  it  underftood, 
that  I  am  an  advocate  for  any  degree  of  violent  oppofition  in  re- 
ligious matters.  If  after  proper  remonftrance,  (as  confiftent  with 
doe  lefpefl  to  the  authority  of  efiabliihed  office^]  no  conviAion  of 
error  takes  place,  nor  any  change ;  more  good  may^be  produced  to 
ottrfehes^  by  a  humble  fubmiffion  to  theprefent  inconvenience*  than 
from  any  fevere  exertions  of  power,'  that  might  perhaps  be  con- 
firued.  into  perfecution  of  a  holy  caufe.  In  fuch  cafes  therefoie^ 
the  Scripture  rule  will  be  the  fafeft  to  perfue.  Let  them  aloiu,  and 
if  ii  hi  of  man,  it  will  ultimately  come  to  wmght  \  and  if  it  be 

of 
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,  Thus,  my  brethren,  have  J  endeavoured  to  dit 
charge  the  duty  of  my  public  office,  at  this  par- 
ticular time,  in  the  bed  manner  I  am  able,  and  in 
all  refpeds  the  fubjedt  would  embrace.  I  have 
ftated  to  you  the  many,  and  great  bleilings  for 
.which  it  behoves  us  all  to  be  moft  grateful  to  the 
Giver  of  every  good  gift ;  and  by  warning  you  againft 
{he  danger  and  diforder  you  may  incur,  by  being 
JifcmtenteJ ^  tbankUJs,  waverh^,  and  faithUfs  fub- 
jcfts  to  your  Prince,  and  country,  I  have  guarded 
you  from  falling  into  the  fnare  of  the  tempter.  I 
Jiave  offered  you  fome  plain,  jufl,  and  found  rules, 
for  your  conduA,  as  good  citizens  of  the  ftatc  in 
which  you  are  fo  happy  as  to  live,  and  I  fhall  con- 
jclude  with  repeating.iht  gpjiA  means  of  alLtoIecuie 
the  grace  of  Heaven  upon  every  undertaking  of 
your  lives ;  viz.  To  avoid  all  manner  ofprofaneK^ 
as  a  peftilence ;  for  this,  is  that  horrid  crime  againft 
God,  our  gracious,  holy,  and  long-fufficring  Fa- 
ther, which  nQW.  lights  up  the  torch  of  his  difplea- 
fure  againft  an  impious,  and  rebellious  people.  On 
the  contrary,  pay  due,  and  conftant  reverence  to 

of  God.  it  ig  in  vain  to  refifi^  left  fwe  he  found  to  fight  •gamfi  Gml: 
and  as  fome  good  may  be  expeded,  or  is  intended  in  the  atiempc* 
'it  will  be  better  to  ftrive  to  unite  thje  parties  by  the  bonds  of 
Chriiliaa  fellowihip*  than  to  ferment  anlmofitiesj  and  divifioos 
between  friends  and  neighbours,  on  account  of  their  private  pic|«- 
dices  and  opinions.  Still  it  muft  be  allowed ,  th^t  all  encroachaeiits 
on  eftablifhed  authority,  are  highly  improper ^  and  afibrd  matter  of 
mueb  trial  in  many  inilances,  and  that  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  e»- 
ercife  that  humility,  and  forbearance,  which  a  pure  Chriftian  fpi* 
rit  will  naturally  di^te,  on  fuch  occafions,  as  moft  advifeable  to 
cpconrage, 

God's 
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God*shcfy  day.  [Hallow  ity  Sabbath,  iaith  he,  amlii 
Jball  be  a  Jgp  between  me  and  thee.  :This  Jign,  alas  ! 
we  muft  Confefs,  my  brethren,  is  in  our  days,  too 
much  defpifed  by  ail  defcriptions  of  nominal  Chrif* 
tians;  Avhereas  the  promife  to  the  due  obfervancc 
pf  it  is  fo  full,  fo  free,  and  chearing,  that  it  may 
weU  engage  us  to  be  faithful  and  obedient  in  this 
our  bounden  duty ;  for  thus  God  Q)eaks  by  the 
mouth  of  his  Prophet,  Ifaiah  Iviii.  13.  Ifibou 
€ail  $be  Sabbath  a  delist ^  the  Holy  of  the  Lord  honor a^ 
Nc^  and  Jbalt  honour  him,  not  doing  thine  own  w^s^ 
nor  finding  thine  -  own  fleqfiite^  norjfieaking  thine  own 
words,  then  jhalt  thou  dehght  thjfelf  in  the  Lord,  and  I 
will  caiffe  thee  to  ride  ufonthe  high  pUfces  of  the  earths  5 
Again,  refpeding  the  fincerity  of  our  peculiar  ho- 
mage and  humiliatioa  this  d:2Ly ,  If  we  rettd  our  hearts 
infiead .  of  our  garment f,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  our 
Cod,  with  all  our  mind,  .and  foul,  and  ftrength,  then 
vrill  our  alms  and  prayers  and  faftings  be  fan&ified 
aind  accepted ;  they  will  afcend  up  to  Heaven  with 
a  fweet  favour ;  then  will  the  Lord  be  jealous  for  our 
land,  and  pity  us  his  people,  Then  will  he  move  far 
from  us  the  numerous  armies  of  our  boailing  enemies, 
and  will  drive  them  into  their  own  land,  rendered 
harren,  and  defolate,  by  their  rebellion  againil  Him  ;  * 

*  Part  of  this,  it  is  granted,  is  according  to  the  rigid  piecot 
of  the  M  tanu,  and  is  to  be  underftood  with  fuch  limUatkm,  as  rae 
lanAion  of  Chriftian  liberty  hath  gracioufly  added  to  the  N^ 
Covetumt.  The  admonition  therefore,  extends  no  further  than  to 
pay  that  re(pcA  to  the  LortPs  Daj^,  which  as  Cbriftiams,  we  mull^ 
rcafonably  acknowledge  to  be  due  to  it,  and  for  the  negleA  of  which, 
mre  ihall  be  as  culpable  as  the  Jews,  and  xn^iy  cxpeA  proportionate 
vifitation  accordipg  to  mr  olcdtme* 

by 
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by  the  murder  of  their  Prince*  and  governors^  and 
hy  the  doxneftic  troubles  which  their  fcandalou^ 
vices  have  brought  upon  thedn.  Finally,  if  we 
keep  this  day  in  purity  of  defipt,  with  unfeigned 
grief  for  what  our  fins  defervc,  and  an  humble 
dread  of  offending  the  moft  high  God  of  heaven 
and  earth,  then  ihall  we  be  enabled  to  exclaim  with 
joy  and  confidence.  Fear  wt,  O  limd^  he  glad,  md 
refcice,  fir  the  Jjord  will  ^  great  $hin^j  fir  ibee.  O 
may  xve  ever  be  prepared  to  fing  this  fong,  to  the 
confiifion  of  all  God's  enemies,  as  tbe  blefied  means 
even  of  fbeir  convcrfion  to  the  truth,  afld  to  die 
honour  and  glory  of  bis  Name,  that  all  natlmt 
may  b^ve  caufe  to  fing,  the  work  will  pro«pbr« 
The  work  ci Peace^xA  Ri^tedn/nejs  on  earth.  Amen^ 
For  the  fake  of  Jefiis  Chrifis  tnir  Lord,  and  all  his 
true  and  ^ithfiii  fervants  in  all  lands :  To  Hinii 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  &c. 
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<•  Cfj  alood,  Ipaxe  not,  flieir  the  people  their  tnnlaeffions* 

IIAIAV  IviiL  !• 

M  mm^^AM  we  are  allowed  of  God,  to  be  pat  in  tnift  with  the  Got 
««  pd/CTtolbwefpeak;  notaipkafingnen,  bat  God,  whotrieth 
**  oar  beartt/%  ■  i  ■  ■  i  THiiSt  tit  4* 


^  •  f 
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through  Chrillj   fecure  red^ption;   or  veKoratlon 

to  the  divine  favor,  which  was  forfeited  by  orijginal 

difobedience,  and  which  our  Lord  has  purchafed 

for  us  by  fulfilling  the  whole  law  perfomlly>  and 

fatisfying  oiTi^nded  juflice,  by  fuiFering  in  our  ftead, 

In  whatever  light  we  view  the  hiftory  of  our  re- 

demptionj  we  ihall  be  convinced,  that  it  wa^  through 

Chrift's  temporal  poverty  that  we  become  rich  unto 

eternal  life.    And  when  once  we  arrive  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  grace  of  God,  ^  it  is  in  Jefus, 

then,  jUI  things  (as  the  Apoftle  obfervesj^^  oursi 

whether.  Paul y  or  ApoUos^  or  Qephas^  or  the  worlds  or 

Ufi,  or  death y  or  things  prffentj  or  things  to  ^ome,  all  oTf 

yours t  and  ye  are  QbrJJl*s,  andChriJl  is  God's ^     Here, 

\n  gopd.truth,  is  much  in  few  words.    In  faft,  thi^ 

inighty  blcfling  ^s  included  in  this  fingle  paiTage ; 

-viz.  that  if  w^  belong  to  Chrift  in  earneftj  jisHeif 

yGod^s^  yea  even  God  Himjelf^  fp  clearly^  all  goo4 

things  muft  nectifarily  be  our  final  portion, 

A$  general  inflrudkion  is  the  object  of  our  ei^-r 
des^vorg  from  this  place,  it  may  be  allowable  to 
.enlai^e  a  little  on  this  gloriovs  fcripture.     To  real 
.  Chriftians,  then,  to  thofe .  who  look  up  to  Chrii^ 
their  Savior,  as  their  only  friend  with  God  thQ 
Father,  and  to  whofe  mediation  nothiqg^  will  be 
denied  :  who  are  thoroughly  feni^bje,  ths^t  they  re- 
quire fuch  an  advocate^  s^nd  that  without  his  favor, 
they  muft  for  ever  pcrifh,     To  thefe^  all  things  are 
become  new.    The  A^oftle,  you  muft  oblcfve^  is 
here  addrefling  the  «»/v^/C^Krri& /f  0&>xtf^*  thCBi 
who  love  the  Lx)rd  Jefus  in  fincefityi  them  who 
/(li«w  their  love  by  their  obedience.    He  intinuatea 
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othen*ife  be  fpccdily  executed  upon  them.  ,  To 
this  end,  he  propofes  both  an  inward  and  outward 
mode  of  condu<5t>  mod  fuitable  to  their  hazardous 
iicuation.  Hcfrfi  advifes  them  to  repenf ;  fecond- 
ly,  he  appoints  a  faftj  as  ^Jign  of  their  unfeigned 
forrow :  and  to  comfort  them  under  their  diftrefs- 
ful  apprchenfions,  he  thirdly ^  promifes  a  bleiling  to 
their  due  objervance  of  it.  ^berefore^  now,  /cub  the 
Lord^  turn  ye  even  wtto  me,  with  all  your  bearts ;  and 
with  f  aft ing^  and  witb  weeping,  and  wit  b  mourning,  and 
rend  your  bearts  and  not  your  garments^  and  turn  unto 
tbe  Lord  your  Gc{i,  for  He  is  Gracious,  and  Merci/kl^ 
flow  to  anger,  ^and  of  great  kindnefs^  And  repentetb  bim  (f 
tbe  eviL 

In  this  cbara<fler,  and  with  the  fame  cordial  ex- 
ertions,  will  every  faithful  minider  of  the  Gofpel 
come  forward  to-day,  to  warn  the  people  com- 
mitted to  his  charge  i  and  exhort  them»  from  va- 
rious fuitable  portions  of  God's  word,  to  ctrnfider 
their  ways.  This  it  is  our  duty  to  enforce  in  a 
manner,  that  to  the  beft  of  ou*  judgmenf  may  fit 
ttieir  ca(e,  and  be  likely  to  awaken  them  to  a  fenfe 
of  the  urgent  neceflity  oifpeedy  reformation. 

When  I  addrcfled  you  lalt  year,  my  brethren, 
upon  xht  fame  ferious  occafion  for  which  we  are 
now  again  aflembled,  t  took  tbat  opportuntt/  of 
proving  to  you  at  large,  from  Holy  Writ,  the 
many  examples  iot  pubUc  alts  of  humiliation,  and  the 
great  expediency  of  their  being  appointed,  at  times 
of  any  national  diftrefs,  or  fipprehenfion  of  ap* 
proaching  danger.  I  gave  you  Hktwife,  a  very  par* 
ticular  view  of  the  various  caufcs  of  that  mifery 

which 
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aMfhich  had  then.bega/i.to  defqlatea.neighbouring, 
and  extenfive  ikingdom»  atid  I  entered  very  isi- 
-nutelyj  into  xh^wHutf  of  the  maoy,  apd  alarmipg 
CQnfequonces.that  would,  certainly  be&l  us^  ifGpd 
'ihould  permit  the  plagues  pripfurrefflion  a^d  an^r-- 
.chy  to  reach  our  Imppy  land.    And  as  I  then  felt 
it  very  neceiTary^  td^t  ^e.-fhoi^ld  think  £^^j  and^- 
.m«ji^  upon  this  fubjeft^  in  pr^f r  to  keep  alive  the 
"good  .refdlutions  we  <:h^itably  hope  tszt^  ti;ue 
Chriftian,  and  lover  of  his  country^  will  always  c^- 
. courage. at. fuch  pjirticylar  f|^mes> , I  publifhed  fny 
.humble,  thoughts  .upo|i  pjir  very  precarious-  fitya« 
tion^  that. many  of  yo|u  might  be  fupplled  with;;he 
>nady  i^ieans  of  r^-cgto^Qdcii^ilg  the  in^pprtance  ,of 
itbefe  thifigs,  Mfhcoever  leiO^re^  ^nd  a  turji.fpr^c- 
'fious  refledlioits>  might  dii^ofe  you  to  fuch  .c;fn« 
^p^cyment.    It  will  be^eedlefs^  ^he^efcu-e^  jiow»,to 
repeat  the  deplorable  events  that  molt,  aflurei^ly 
would aife(5l  U3  4//j  if: any  one  of  God's  lore  judg- 
ments ihould  be  vii^ted  jupon  us.     Indeed  ypur 
own  conunon  obfervation,   during  the  cpurfe^of 
this  laft.  year,  muft  have  afforded  you  ample  intel- 
ligence of.  the  horrors  of  Ml  wflr,  and  your  Q>vn 
xeafon^ .  will  direct  you  to  conclude^  how  fatal,-  to 
thoufands  ^he  invafipn  of  fuch  a  foe.wo^ld  prqye ; 
iince.befides  the  cruelties j.  that  would  be  executed 
,  on  juimbers.of  dcf^ncelefs^  innocent  persons ;  the 
,u£nioft<iefources  Qf  ^irr  country  .would  be  |ns^de« 
.i]uitr.toi  tJie.ftipply  both  of  puiperous  enemies j.^nd 
:  the.wre&Ched  n^tives^:that  .wpuld  expedience,  their 
tyrannical  dominion. 

Z  As 


33^  'a  sermon  for 

As  on  this  day,  it  is  not  likely  (at  lead  it  ought 
not  to  be  the  cafe)  that  your  ufual  meals  m\{  r\k 
the  danger  of  being  fpoiled,  I  ihall  make  no  apo- 
logy for  availing  myfelf  of  fuch  an  opportunity,  to 
be  more  full  in  what  I  have  prepared  for  your  in- 
ftrudtion  on  this  occafion»  than  the  accuftomed  U* 
mits  of  my  preaching  would  otherwifc  allow. 

The  purport  of  my  pref€9U  difcourfe,  will  be  di- 
reAed  cbUfly,  in  examining  the  becoming  frame  of 
mind,  and  condud:,  that  the  nature  of  the  folemn 
and  neceffary  duty  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
requires  from  us,  in  our  refpedlive  ftations  and  a- 
pacities,  as  good  fubjedls,  and  fello w-chriltians ; 
fo  as  to  render  us  inftrumental  (through  God's 
compaflion)  and  according' to  the  Prophet's  con- 
folatory  intimation,  to  divert  the  fierce  anger  of 
the  Lord,  from  viOting  our  fins  fo  grievouily  as 
they  defcrve. 

Ifi  the  firft  place  then,  it  will  be  proper,  in  or- 
der to  fix  a  profitable  convidion  of  our  demerit, 
to ,  advert  to  the  one  general,  and  moft  probable 
caufe,  which  has  induced  fuch  a  fcene  of  flaughccr 
and  devaluation  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  it 
being  the  higheft  wifdom  to  avail  ourfelves  at  all 
times  of  the  failings  of  our  enemies  *>  and  thereby 
guard  againfl:  the  like  misfortunes  becoming  wr 
ownforism»  There  is  no  part  of  hiftory  I  can  £nd, 
that  i^mifhes,  in  idl  refpeSs,  an  infhince  of  foj^i^i 
extraonUnaijt  and  ruinous  a  revolution  as  the  prcfenc 
ftate  of  France  exhibits :  and  though  the  ignorant 

^  *  Fat  eft  ab  bofte  doceri." 

and 
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and  thoughtlefs  multitude,  may  continue  blind  and 
deaf  to  Icflbns  of  religigus  exhortation  from  fuch 
awakening  tranfadlions,  yet  by  the  confidcrate  and 
good,  events  of  fuch  uncommon  and  alarming  nlag^ 
nitude,  will  ever  be  refolved  into  the  unerring 
appointment  of  the  divine  providence ;  and  it  moft 
nearly  concerns  us,  who  are  fo  ferioufly  interefted 
in  the  iflue  of  this  unparalleled  commotion,  to 
attend  to  fome  ufeful  remarks  which  religious  en- 
quiry, and  the  fate  of  former  Hates,  will  juftify  pur 
bringing  home  unto  ourfelves. 

When  we  contemplate  then,  my  brethren,  a  moft 
awful  vifitation,  that  in  fo  fhort  a  time  has  over^ 
thrown  the  Kingly  power;  (for  many  centuries  the 
eftabli(he(j[  government  of  the  country;)  when  we 
ice  -the  whole  race  of  a  numerous,  and  powerful 
nobility,  in  a  manner  entirely  extirpated ;  and  even 
.the  national  mode  of  worlhippjng  the  Deity  (not* 
withftanding  all  its  long  political  influence  over  the 
common  people)  completely  fet  afide,  and  all  who 
could  not  fave  themfelves  of  both  thefe  diftin- 
guiihed  orders,  inhumanly  facriiiced  to  the  refent* 
ment  of  bloody  tyrants,  and  men  of  no  religioHt 
but  (on  the  contrary)  profefled  blafphemers  of  the 
Most  High  God,  and  all  mod  dear  to  the ir^^i^^ and 
office  of  his  glorified,  incarnate  Son  j  what,  I  fay, 
can  we  conclude,  upon  fo  ferious  a  review  as  this, 
but  that  th^  hand  of  God  is  eminently  raifed  to 
punifh  for  long,  and  grofs  enormities  againft  Him  ? 
Not  that  we  are  juftifi^te  in  pafling  any  unchari- 
table fentence  againft  particular  fuflferers  in  confe- 
quence  pf  the  Almighty's  ordinary  judgmentsj  and 

Tfi  %  pronounce 
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pronounce  indifcriminately  that  ali  who  fall  in  fuch 
a  perfecution,  Arc  guilty  peifohs.,    Oiir  BleiHed  Lord 
admonifhes  us  againft  this  error,. both  in  the  cafe 
of  the  murdered  Galileans  flain  by  Pilate,  as  alfo, 
of  the  unifortunate  perfons  who  fufiered  fatally  by 
the  ace  ident  at  Siloam .     Think  ye  that  they  werejmers 
alfove  ali  others,  becauje  tbeyfuffer^d  theje  things  ?    I  tell 
ye  fiay,  but  except  ye  repefit,  ye  Jhdll  dll  like*a>ije  perl^. 
Many  of  thefe  people,  o'n  the  contrary,  mij^htliave 
htcn  prepared  to  quit  this  miferable  fcene^  ahtl  mer- 
cifully favcd  from  feeing  more,  and  heavier  troubles 
though  (to  the  (hallow  view  of  mortals)  the  fnawur 
of  their  releafe  had  fomethmg  terrible,  an,d  unnatural 
in  It,     And  indeed, .  happy  are  they,  whom  fuch 
jdreadful  calamities  threaten,  whcii  they  are  tatin 
from  the  evil  to  come^  and  have  pafled  from  the  mife- 
ries  of  earth,  to  the  happinefs  of  Paradife,  where 
they  are  neither  tempted,  nor  molefted  more;  and 
fpr  fuch  as  remain  in  perilous  tinges,  that  devout 
ch?^rafter  whom  a  gracious    Providence  has  caft 
ajbpre  tpwardk  the  clofe  of  life,  in  fomc  retired 
corner,    from    whence    he    views    thefe    worldly 
tun(iultis,  is  perhaps  arrived  at  the  next  degree  of 
.happinefs  to  that  of  welUdifpofed   fpirits,  made 
perfedt  in  another  ftate.     It  is  further  no  unrcafon- 
•  able  prefumption,  that  they  who  have  efcaped  the 
ftrange  barbarities   of  their  unchriftian,  deluded 
countrymen,  are  fo  far  favored  by  the  divine  pro- 
tedioh,  that  they  are  fpared^  either  to  glorify  6od 
in  this  life,  by .  imprpvcmeAt  ^n  a  Chriftian  cpuHc  of 
refignation  to  his  will ;  or  froiji  the  humble  ac- 
fetiDwledgment  of  unmerited  reprieve/  to  ^'epent 
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them  of  their  former  trefpafTcs,  and  ameffdlheir  lives% 

for  Whpn  thefe  perftcuted  Mi nifters  revert  to'  ^lic 

cruel  treatment  of  theiV  flaught^re^  brefhrej|/  welXi 

ma^  they' adopt  *tVp  Pfalmift's  language^  .^^^  fay,' 

Out  bon^s  lidjcatieredahr.oad  (fsw^en  m  culteib  and 

ckavetb  wood  upn  the  earth,     ^p  giv^  ypi{  fpmc? 

idea  of  the  horrifcle  carnage  that?  hath  already  taken 

place  ^mong  this  devoted  people,  1  can  a^ure  ybii, 

from  the  authority  of  an  emigrant  dier^ym^n/  oj 

moft  rej^^lia^le  chardli^^  *ha  j^a^  reguUrly  pum- 

bcxed  the  rpgiftered*  accounts  of  tiiofe  .who  hay^ 

fallen  in  the  war,  that,  (without  reckoning  the 

a|L|^ero^6  facrifices^  toVylefs  power,  ojthofe  (lain  irf 

vax^pu^  fkirjTili|ie^.)  ;be  funi  amounted  to  near  twi 

bundrjsd.tbQufand  men^  even  in  Ju'ne,  1793.    Itmuft 

natujally  firike  the  feelint^s  oi  humanity  to  renedl  on 

ajl.the  obvipi^s  circumftances  o\  Jevere  diftfejj,  that 

at|:^nd  the  6"x^/»g-  relatives  of  luch  a  fls^ughtered  hdft. 

Buf  what  is  this  (painful  as  ityf(/?/y'  is)  to  the  .11  ill 

Xnore  ajfedirig  contenciplation  of  the  Chri/lian/     He 

conj&d^rs  iobfioo  Jouls  launched   into  a  ftatc  ejF 

endlejs  4ur^tion\    He  trembles  for  their  fate,  upon 

the  unalterable  decifion  of  the  Golpel !     His  Toul 

is    harrowed  up,  on  the  reQ,exion,  that  as  pirfeEi 

charity  is  an  eflential  paflport  to  eternal  peace,  (and 

ilhat  without  it,  neither  /i//i  or  w&rks  avail}  the 

cpnfequence  .of  the  fpirits  of  men  appearing  before 

Qod,    blackened  with  malice,   murder,  bla/pbemi^ 

and  daring  unbelief,  muft  be  woe  unutterable!  He 

grieves  for  this  too  probable  acceilion  to  the  king« 

^oA  of  the  Evil  one,  th6  inveterate  foe  of  God 

^nd  man.    Now  this*  my  brethren,  Ihould  route 
•-.    •-»._         ....  • 

Z  3  our 
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bur  Chriftian  fentiments  towards  our  very  cnemieij 
itnd  animate  thofe  prayers  particularly  adapted  to 
tlieir  unhappy  iituation.  Let  us  implore  the  inter- 
<;effion  of  the  Savior  of  mankind  to  fpare  this 
guilty  jface,  from  further  bloodftied  and  iniquity ; 
to  vduchfafe  fome  precious  means  to  Open  their  eyes 
in  time;  to  confound  the  counfcU  of  the incortigiili, 
dnd  to  deprive  Satan,  the  common  Enemy,  of  his 
triumph:  This  is  the  principle  that  will  qualify 
ftU  our  national  facrifices  of  penitence  ztid/upplica-^ 
Hon;  that  will  evince  oMxdifite  to  obtain  that  evan- 
gelical fpirit,  without  which,  the  Apoftle  tells  us, 
ill  our  other  attainments  will  be  in  vain.  This  will 
be  to  imitate  the  prime  example  of  our  Divine 
Teacher,  who  prayed  for  his  very  murderers,  upon 
the  companionate  principle  that  tbey  knew  not  what 
tbey  did.  And  of  thefe  deluded,  infatuated  viAims, 
we  may  charitably  fuppofe,  rndtry  are  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  univerfal  mifery  to  which  they  are  aflift- 
ing.  Their  cafe  is  truly  pitiable;  they  are  either 
Jeduced,  or  driven  to  the  murder  of  their  country- 
men. And  in  truth,  fo  diabolical  is  the  apoftacy 
of  thofe  who  command  their  wretched  fate,  that  tbeir 
eternal  portion  is  ftill  more  terrible  to  contemplate. 
As  therefore  fevcral  of  our  pious  forms,  include 
the  melancholy  cafe  of  Jewj,  Turks,  Hereticks,  and 
Infidels,  let  thefe,  who  fo  notorioufly  deferve  the 
hft  defcription,  engage  our  conftarit,  and  unfeigned 
petition  for  their  reformation.  Under  the  happy 
influence  of  this  pure  fpirit,  we  (hall  not  be  flack, 
in  commiferating  the  deplorable  lot  of  thofe  affliiflcd 
fuiFererSj  who  (as  juft  now  obferved}  have  efcaped 

the 
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the  facrilegious  fury  of  thefe  tyrants,  barely  with 
their  Uves.  A  circumftance  (my  friends)  that  war- 
rants,, nay  indeed  enjoins  our  further  charitable 
notice  of  the  lamentable  reverfe  of  fortune  that  hath 
be&Uen  fo  many  of  our  fellow  creatures,  and  fellow 
Chriftians^  however  formerly  they  might  be  looked 
upon  as  political  adverfaries,  or  differing  from  us 
in  the  articles  of  faith,  which  prejudice  of  educa^ 
tim,.  t\ic  force  of  babit^  and  the  univerfal  influence 
of  their  fuperiors,  might  jointly  juftify  them  to 
fuf^ort. 

But  after  att^  of  this  we  may  be  very  certainj 
that  the  fin^  of  the  people  at  largei  have  incurred 
the  vengeance  of  Heaven.  Ai;  to  (he  higher  ranks 
in  France,  it  Js  no  cenfure  to  obferve»  that  they 
were  ever  mtofiin^  licentious  in  their  1ms  i  and 
equally  oppreilive  in  ihtixjway.'  The  confequence 
<]{  ages  of  increafing  Uoity,  deiaiabery^  and  exira^ 
vagjonce,  led  them  naturally  from  thus  foully  pro- 
voking God,  at  length  to  difpute  his  very  Being, 
and  to  liilen  to  fuch  abfurd  philofophy  as  was  cal- 
^  culated  to  filence  the  occafional  fharp  reproaches  of 
their  confcience,  and  make  them  converts,  to  ihcbope 
ef  fools ^  that  there  was  no  God.  For  this  laft  century^ 
particularly,  this  deadly  poifqn  to  inens  fouls,  has 
been  the  favorite  ftudy  of  the  mod  brilliant  wits  in 
France.  To  numbers,  doubtlefs,  in  the  more  ex- 
alted fphere  of  life,  ibis  crime  has  proved  their 
pumflment^  for  they  have  fallen  vidlims  to  the  power 
that  b  now  alone  encouraged  by  this  horribly  delttfivi 
Jyfitun ;  and  thty  who  flill  cmitinue  to  fupport  the 
,  Involution,  are  fo  infatuated  by  the  principles  of 

Z  4  their 


ihcif  impi6us,  ihd  bliAdcd  rulers^  whdm  God  hai 
j|6w  raifed  up  to  cbcttute  hi^  fuitbef  purpofes  of 
yfcngeancc,  that  f*FiD8LlTY  is  b^coMe  the  gcReral 
^REED,  and6ri6  c^fri6)c  meahs  df  driVhig  them  to 
/e/piriition.    Ifi  truth,  it  is  a  thoA  tremendoosi  and 
^fFedliialinftrunfteiit  ofdf^ftfu^idil,  when penbiffitti 
fl  given  to  Satan  td  icoutg^  &  finftil  people  bjit} 
for  wheri  an  ignorahti  wretched  dftmdtt^  is  rioids 
Id  believe  in  the  ejudlShf  of  AAi^iHiLATioit  aftet 
death;  ^nd  to  hope  i^i pre/ihF tc^zWty  tf  tn^md 
Oomfort,  on  this  fccne  only,  where  there  is  any  m^ 
fciouftiefi  of  «j/S^,  or  injtiyfheHi,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
irfiagihe  what  the  aklftce  of  fhtt  itJOf,  cbuld  evti 
)lkve  iiivehted,  iiiorft  likely  m  itilike  men  unrelent^ 
in^  indeldro^lA^  ai6fe  Who  ftand  in  thtt^vay  cf  tbeir 
fromijid,  zndjile  bf>fi  6f  hapfHnefs^  and  i9Hio  (to 
whet  the  fjjirit  of  reWiig^  ahd  affiire  fuccefs]  they 
are  given  to  i^iidl^Ht^nd,  have  been  the  eaa^  trf  iA 
the  difference  ih  fchilr  fdrtHer  fhicion :  the  txtraoidi^ 
Yiary  etfeAs  <k  fiith  pernitioufi  principlbs^  have 
lieen  Ifuily  proved  Already  by  repeated  afts. 

^ut  the  bUnhefs  of  thik  di^y  diretc^fs  us  dlfo,  to 
^ehofher  Vfery  ferious,  and  affefting  enqisiry  ioto  tht 
fburcc  bif  ^'e  mftffortunc^  this  fingulki"  reyoiudon 
has  produced,  ft  is  held  as  a  ma!xini  bjr  fooieof 
^he  wifeft  mcii,  and  mdft  accurate  obftrVcw  of  the 
connedtionj  and  natural  conl^quences  of  hunuQi 
affairs,  thkt  Whenever  ^e  religion  of  a  ftlitc  fills 
intp  difregard,  'and  tohtetapt,  it  is  morally  im- 
pbffible  for  thkt  ftate  te  continue  long  :  and  this  is 
kh  article  of  the  hi^ft  moment  for  us  to  mtofl. 
i^/tfrii  ^e^ovidditi^  trial  Irfforded  us,  t>f  Iwrog 

under 
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Wider  a  reformation  from  the  errors  of  tlvtt  relu 

gion»    which  ^  formed  the  eftabliftied  church  of 

France^  we  havehad  the  opportunity  of  bei^g  Ufifj^ 

and  well  informed  as  to  the  feveral  exceptionable^ 

and  dangerous  tcBete  of  the  Romifb  church;  byC 

let  us  not,  becaufe  *e  have  hitherto  enjoyed  fii 

large  ,a  ihare  of  heavenly  favor,  therefore  bo^ft^ 

and  prefume  upon  it ;.  for  the  continuance  of  thefi; 

bleilings  depemleth  on  the  continuance  of  our jfide^ 

lijy,    and   obedience.     Mighty  empires  with  theij 

Princes  (as  in  the  cafe  before  us,)  have  for  their  in^ 

fjTiUitude  and  wickednefs  been  brought  low  by  thf 

arm  of  Jehovah.    Even  this  church,  now  fp  terribly 

himibled,  had  a  Chriftian  origin,  and  objecfti  an4 

at  drifereBt  periods  has  polTefled  mofl  emifi^M 

faints.    It  is  indifputable^  [howevej>  that  in  many 

parts  .of  its  conftitutioo,  it  is  become  eJj^iaUy  d^iir 

cient  in  purity  of  faith,  a^d  pra^^ice  i  and  whei) 

the  increafing  light  of  learnings  abd  the  decleniipi^ 

of  t^e  Papal  power,  became  more  genera],  men  ol* 

improved  talents,  and  growing  confequence,  top]^ 

umbrage  at  the  man^  glaring  defers  they  dete!6te4 

in  the  mother  churctu  and  n^t  being  able,  or  pc^r- 

haps  difp^ed^  to  aim  at  any  valuable  refprmatipi^ 

they  combined  its  faults  andioBuence  tc^ethgr,^nd 

condemned  it  wholly  as  a  fyilom  of  impufiMr^,  and 

mere  political  4:oMirivance,  to  keep  the  world  in  awe. 

Thus  from  having  been  long  the  dupe  of  j^IigioUf^ 

errors,  they  fell  into  the  other  extreme  of  baling  doftm^ 

right  Infidels.    Nor  is  it  to  be  difguifed,  that  the 

failings  of  the  xkrgy^  as  individuals,  had  Jtoo  great 

in  railing  this  ^ilgu^ :  to  alTert^the  cmtrary^ 

^  would 
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ivould  be  to  contradidt  the  uniform  evidence  of 
modern  hiftory ;  and  indeed^  we  have  the  authority 
of  Holy  Scripture  to  prove,  that  in  moft  extraor- 
dinary vifitations  from  above,  the  increafe  of  vice, 
and  the  defedion  of  the  people  from  religion,  arc 
frequently  attributed  to  the  degeneracy  of  the  priejt^ 
hood  as  the  leading  caufe.     *  View  Jerufalcm  of  old 

•  encompafled  with  Roman  armies  wilbouf,  and 

•  torn  to  pieces  by  the  animofity  of  defperate  and 
'  bloody  fadions    wiibin,    and   no  further  com- 

•  mentary  is  ncceffary  on  the  threats  the  Pfalmift 
'  utters  againft  thofe,  whofc  difobedient  and  un- 

•  grateful  condud  had  rendered  them  objefts  of 

•  divine  defertion,*  therefore  fbalt  thou  make  them 
turn  their  hack.  They  had  not  condud  to  rcfift  the 
beginning  of  their  troubles  r  defedt  of  pious  princi- 
ple left  them  deftitute    of  any  divine  fupport- 

•  Tremble,  and  repent,  is  therefore  the  inference  to 
'  be  drawn  by  every  chriftian  community  under 

•  Heaven,  in  which  appear  the  figns  of  any  dcge- 

•  neracy  in  religious  duties/  This  is  a  circum- 
ftance  of  ferious  admonition  to  every  ciafs  of  peo- 
ple in  the  nation,  and  to  the  religious  oiall  defcrip- 
tions,  more  efpecially,  in  regard  both  to  their  moral, 
and  exemplary  deportment. 

But  it  being  the  bleding  of  a  regular  eftablijbmemt 
in  every  country,  that  introduced  thefe  obferva- 
"tions,  fo  I  would  further  remark,  that  as* in  all 
public  ads  the  minds  of  the  people  are  neceflarily 
and  profitably  attrafted  by  outward  forms ;  fucb 
muftconfequcntly  be  the  cafe  in  the  public  worfli^ 
of  the  Deity :  the  purer  the  form  indeed,  the  haf^ 

fieri 
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pier;  but  fome  decent  uniformity  and  appointed 
ceremonies,  are  abfolutely  elTeiltial  to  the  cxiftencfe 
of  general  religion,  amoilg  Siny  people ;  ^nd  this  if 
^  truth  fo  univerfally  admitted,  and  confirmed  by 
precedent,  that  it  it  becbme  Si  fundamental  princi^ 
p]e  (as  was  jufl:  now  intimlated,)  that  the  ejiahlifbed 
religion  can  never  be  abolifhed  without  the  total  de^ 
JlruElion  of  the  civil  government,  of  which  it  forms 
To  valuable  a  part.  Nothing  can  be  more  evident 
than  this,  by  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  Church  oi 
France.  What  a  dreadful  change  has  taken  place 
In  all  the  pomp,  fplendor,  riches,  aild  comforts,  of 
that  Dtice  powerful  hierarchy,  now  entirely  defo- 
lated?  Let  not  jfiy  chriftian  church,  (after  wliat 
has  happened  in  France),  continue  to  be  high 
tninded,  but  let  us  fear.  Let  our  humble  and 
grateful  fenfe  of  God*s  mercy,  in  ftill  continuing 
Mr  eftablifhed  form  of  worHiip,  (b  influence  our 
faithful  ufe  of  it,  that  we  may  prevail  on  Heaven 
to  appoint  a  wall  and  bulwark  r6und  thefervants  tf 
bis  temple^  and  that  God  may  blefs  her  priejls  with 
peace,  and  plenty.  But  to  prove  how  woven  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  is  the  confiderable  effeds 
'  of  certain  outward  forms,  and  popular  ceremonies,  do 
Mne  not  fee,  that  even  the  equalizing  fyftem  of  infi* 
delity»  finds  the  expediency  of  adopting  them?  In- 
deed }t  probably  would  never  have  obtained  its  pre- 
fcnt  influence,  or  exifted  long  Without  them.  The 
demagogues  are  even  Ic^ifb  in  their  ufe  of  them ; 
and  the  gaudy  (hews  of  Romilh  fuperftition  are 
'  only  changed  for  the  abominable  pageantry  of  pa^ 

ganifm  itfelf.    Inftead  of  proceflions  being  graced 

by 
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by  the  attendant  figures  of  cmincntlx  holy  men  de« 
ceare()— their  pr^fi^t  celebration^  are  rendered  con- 
fpicuous  by  the.  ftUhy  rentains  of  inveterate  infidels^ 
(pf  ^be  bulls  and  portr?^ts  ftf  the  mqfl;  in/apfpus^ 
3fid  vici9^s  chara^lcrs^ 

My  dpfign  ip  w^fit  I  have  here  advginced*  mf 

bccthren^  15  to.  im^^'efs  the  gre0  nec^ty^  of  avQid* 

ii^  e^ery  ibhfili^i  rji^y  m»k?  us  inlVupientaJ,  in 

4t4^ii}g  dP>Ya  live  If ^vicft  judgments  ,tt\at  c^|l.b4^- 

4aI^.3^  ki^gdon^,  the  c^tir{)ation  qf  a  rpgyl^r,  ^d 

^Jijf^ifprm  e^aljift\iiiven^  ii^  chuifch^  ^nd  itatc;  and 

if0(jaj:hi5  coii virion,.  I  (hall  lab9ui:  ^  ^c^ooiipf  n4- 

jfi^  fi^ch  ?n  univ^rfaUy  yirt^oys  condu<3:,  ^  wiU 

^ijeyepj:  the  ^lt^o|i  Ufcely  tq  prepuce  (t.    I  ui- 

^jt^fally  infet'ftooj  ^yhat  h^^  l^eei^  ^r^ifedi   that 

;|)ftth.prie(is  af|d.  Pf  pplc  h^d  loi^  aoc^  daringly  pr^ 

.]^kpd  the  in^rciful  forbpar^nc^  ojf  %^c  Sui^remb; 

..iirifl.^hat  tlie|r  yiery'fpypre  piinilhpent  bo|ds  out  an 

,g\vful  warning  tgotb^r  nations^  to  l^^ke  heed  mnto 

Jbdr  ways,  ^nd  if  ppffible  to  cqpcilia,te  tjyc  faypr  of 

Hp^aycn,  kef  ore  wrafb  is  ganf  qut.^  und  tt^  ^'^cn^i^ 

-An^l  he  commiffioned  to  deftroy.     Left  Qod  ihould 

extend  bis  judgments  to  us  alfo^  and  (as  he  threatens 

in  tljefe  words  laf  bis  hply  Prophet,  Ifaiahj  Ixv.  12.J 

include  pur  c^ey^ted  counttr^r  in  .tlys  affliftive  fen- 

tic^oe.     ^berefore  will  I  number  you  to  tbe  /word, 

iin(jl  you  alfojball  bow  down  tq  tbe  fiaugbter,  becauje 

wben  f  called  (thjit  is,  when  I  witrned  you  by  the 

fsLt^c^fotbers  in.ccmfequcnce  of  tbeir  iniquity) j^  did 

^ot  a^/wen  wbeif  I /pake,  ye  would  not  hear,  but  did 

evil  before  mine  eyes,  and  did  choofe  that  wbfrein  I 

I  delighted  not. 

Words 
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"Words  ot  fnch  ifeafful  import,  my  tretTiren,  do 

now  naturally  Tead  us  to  cbnfider'hbw  £vr  we  may 

"Have  aeferved  tli is  characfter,  iahd  in  Si^hat  particu'^ 

*ars,  it  is  to  be  feared,  all  ranks  of  men  have  Fmi- 

tated  the  ruinous  mariners  ofour  iieiglibbur. 

As  to  the  hiaiority  oF  the  nobler  and*  higher  or- 

Iders  in  fociety,  they  will  do  well  to  examine  how 

fcir  they  have  been  jiift  fte wards  of  the  fuperior 

*talentt,'ahd  thoke  good  things  iritrulfed  %o  ibeir 

care,  tor  trial  of  their  Virtues,  and  gratitude  to  the 

gracious  jDlfpofer  of  all  conditions.     If  they  arc 

polfelled  of  Toiind  'religious  principles,  they  will 

"^acknowledge  that  it  Is  in  the  prbVidencc  of  God, 

they  are  allotted  to  inherit  the  laiour^  of  the  people^ 

that  they  may  obferve  his  fidtkies^  aniohey  his  laivs^ 

'"and  prdife  his  %oly  name.     Their*  lot  having  fallen 

in  d  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.     *  Let  them 

*  rcfteci  that  'God  lias  given  <hem  riches  and  the 

*  'tesfure,  riches  profcarc,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
^  diilgirig/  and  corrupting  themfelyes,  and  others, 

*  but  that  they  may  glorify  him,  benefit  their  rieigh- 
*l)ors,  and  fa vc  their  (7te?«  ^«/j:*  and  their  too 
<men  eihploying  thefe  glorious  means  *to  quite  con^ 
trary  ends,  is  the  cafe  our  Bfefled  Mafter  repre- 

'  fehtiof  the  very  arduous  cbnWidf  to'  which  a  rich 

man  naturally  is  exppfed.  1 

/  As  to^thc  CLERGY,' it'behoves  us  to  prove  our- 

'  lclves,'how  far  we  tiave  \ktTi  faithful  in  (?«r  flil! 

more  ferious  truft,  in  that  w/r  charge,  and  calhng 

^'cxadls '^^r«//ir  diligence:,  ^^jlewardsofWe  myfteries 

cjfatvaiion  \  as  xhcfatt  of  the  earth  i  as  being  com- 

imnded  to  let  our  light' fofhine  dviong'  men,  thai  our 

'  *  Heavenly 
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Heavenly  Father  may  be  gl<hrified  by  the  fidelity  of 
odr  cominiflion.    Our  refponfibility  becometh  great 
indeed.     It  behoves  us^to  conlider  whether  we  have 
been  ihduflriou$  or  flothful  ?  Zealous^  or  lukewarm 
in  our  holy  office?  Earneft  and  fincere  in  delivering 
the  whole  counfel  of  God  unto  our  flocks^  that  the  blood 
of  none  may  be  laid  to  our  charge  ?  Whether  we  have 
been  exemplary  in  our  lives  and  converfation^  that 
our  people  may  be  edified  xhtxthy^  left  after  preach^ 
ing  to  others^  we  ourfelvesjhould  be  caft  ctway.    Let 
many  judge  themfclves,  whether  inftead  of  r^;u- 
larlyi  and  indefatigably  laboring  to  difchai^ge  their 
outward  duties^  they  do  not  fiznd  f elf -condemned  for 
fcarcely  ever  preaching  at  all?  or  when  they  do  oc- 
cafionally  appear^  as  public  teachers^  whether  they 
have  moft  confcientioufly  delivered  the  pure  milk  of 
the  word,  the  plain  healing  doctrines  of  gofpel  peni- 
ience,  and  falvation«  through  the  merits  and  media- 
tion of  that  only  BlefTed  NamCj^  given  under  HeavcOi 
by  which  we  can  be  faved^  or  whether,  they  have 
mot  rather  iludied  the  effedls  of  human  eloquence  in 
their  difcourfe^,  and  employed  too  often  an  uncoU" 
vising  and(perhaps  to  many)  an  unintelligible  flyk 
of  profedional  inflrudlion. 

Let  the  poor  of  the  earth  examine  themfelvis^ 
whether  they  are  content  arid  religned  to  the  lot 
in  which  the  wifdom  of  Providence  has  placed 
them,  doubtlefs,  as  moft  conducive  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  ftations,  to  their  preparation  for  eternal 
happinefs,  and  the  reward  of  all  their  prefent  trials. 
Or  whether  they  do  not  murmur  at  the  decrees 
of  the  Almighty  ?  whether  they  do  not  cpvy  ^hcir 

fuperion 
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fuperiors  in  rank  and  fortune  ?  whether  they  do  not 
take  unlawful  ways  to  better  their  condition  ?  or 
whether  they  are  not  too  ready  to  rebel  againft  the  ap- 
pointments eflabliflied  in  God's  wifdom  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  peaccj  and  order^  by  which  untoward^  dif- 
contented  temper^  they  join  the  general  provocation- 
of  national  judgments  ?  Judgments^  already  vifited  by 
the  Moft  High,  that  the  people  may  perceive  the 
ruin  attending  a  blind  rage  for  novelty,  and  refilling 
the.  ordinance  of  God»  by  which  they  court  both 
temporal  and  eternal  nUfery.  In  Ihort,  the  higher 
powers  muft  ferioufly  refleft,  how  far  their  inju- 
dicious^  and  faulty  conduct^  may  gradually  have 
been  produdtive  of  the  unfettled  principles  of  the 
lower  clafs  of  people;  and  hoyvrever  great  their 
reproach,  and  puniihment  will  be^  let  not  the  others 
imagine^  that  they  are  juftifiable  in  violating  the 
known  and  fettled  order  of  fociety;  in  rebelling 
^ainft  their  lawful  rulers*  and  joining  the  inve- 
terate enemies  of  their  country  to  introduce  all 
manner  of  mifery. 

Refpeding  men  of  rank  and  fortnue>  it  is  to 
be  fearedj  too  many  have  been  contaminated  by 
the  diiTolute  manners  of  our  fuflfering  neighbours. 
The  charadcriftic  vices  of  the  French  have  long 
been  gaining  ground  amongll  us.  Adultery*  laf- 
Civioufnefs*  unmanly  levity*  excefljve  diflipation* 
extravagance*  and  infidelity*  have  many  votaries 
among  tbofe  that  are  full  and  have  much  to /pare.  May 
the  all-powerful  grace  of  God  avert  the  infedion 
of  indolence  and  fenfual  pleafure*  from  ever  per- 
vading the  facred  order  !    It  is  a  melancholy  truth 

however, 
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liowever,  that  the  prefent  age  is  grown  to  Tuch 
a  pitch  of  irreligion,  and  profanen^rs,   that  the 
niinillerifti  office  no  longer  has  that  check  upon 
the  manners  of  the  peopIe»  which  in  thehinnble 
times  of  due  rcfped  to  God's  appointed  fcrvanrs, 
was  ufed  to  be  efFedtual  in  fecuring  a  mod0  (if  not 
a  pious)  outward  conduft.    To  whi<;h  part  thhcfly, 
or  whether  to  the  failings  of  hoth^  this  change  is 
to  be  placed^  I  fliall  not  venture  to  decide^  but 
that  it  unhappily  txifts^  is  undeniabIe^  and  calls 
aloud  for  reformation.    The  affedtionate  remon- 
ftrance  of  the  'Lord,  as  delivered  in  Pfilm  \xtt\. 
14.  and  a  pious  comment  on  it  by  an  excellent 
and  eminent  divine,  will  Tuit  our  general  caie  at 
this  time:  0  that  my  fettle  bad bearkined mtie  m, 
and  had  walked^  in  my  w^ys^  I  Jbculdfom  bavejkbduei 
their  enemies^  and  turned  my  hand  againft  their  4Uher^ 
Jaries.     ''It  is  the  tranfgrcfTions,  doubtlefs,  of  the 
*'  church,  as  a  c611e<5Hvc  body,  that  gives  her  aic- 
•*  mics  all  their  power  agaihft  her  calling^the  A- 
••  venger  from  afar,  and.fetting  an  edge  on  die 
•'.fword  of  the  Perfecutor.     Where  the  carcafe  is 
**  (that  is,  where  the  Jpirit  of  religion  being  de- 
*'  parted,  and  has  left  the  body  to  corrupt)  there 
•'  the  Eagles  are  gathered  together;  in  other  words, 
•'  all  the  inftruments  of  vengeance,  terreftrial  and 
"  infernal,  flock  by  permiffion  to  the  prey  6f  the 
'*'  impenitent  rebellious  creatures/*    But  fbouid  it 
be  Gontefted  by  fome,  that  upon  the  wbek^  there 
is  not  yet  materially ,  fo  great,  alteration  for  the 
ivorfc,  in  any  walk  of  life,  as  to  make  us  apprc- 
hcnfive  of  the  meajure  of  our  iniquities  being  filed  up ; 
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^Ict  US  only  take  a  (hort  view  of  the  conducft  of 

many,  comparatively  with  the  fpirit  of  the  pufUs 

frayer,  and  coffeffitms,  they  have  openly  offered  up 

vnto  God  this  day  :  as,  for  example :  What  jufl: 

pretenfions  can  any  one  have  to  found  and  vital 

piety,  whoi  while  imploring  God*s  goodnefs  "  to 

"  cleanfe  their  fouls  by  the  influence  of  his  Hply 

Spirit,  to  give  them  grace  to  put  away  all  un- 

godlinefs,  and  linful  lulls,  and  to  hold  faft  the 

profei&)[>n  of  their  faith  in  purity  of  heart  and 

mindj  that  his  judgments  may  be  with*drawn 

**  from  us." — What  a  mockery  of  a  profeflion^ 

*'  will  it  prove,  I  fay,  my  brethren,  to  pray  to 

•*  God  not  to  fuffer  us  to  return  to  the  indulgence 

of  thofe  evil  paflions  and  defires  which  are  the 

caufe  of  his  difpleafure"*  ?  if  at  the  fame  time 

vc  (hould  be  found  meditating  a  vain  and  public 

exhibition  of  ourfclves  perhaps  io^morrinv,  in  places 

•where  nothing  but  the  "  vaineft  imaginations"  t  are 

rcprefented,  and  calculated  in  their  very  ejfence^  to 

grieve  the  Spirit  of  piety,  and  grace,  and  to  fill 

us  with  a  fpirit  as  contrary  to  genuine  holinefs,  and 

true  Chriftian  faith,  as  darknefs  is  oppoiite  to  light 

itfelf  ?   In  (hort,  in  the  fcnfe  of  thefe  truly  evange- 

ipical  words  of  this  day's  fervice,  we  fupplicate  God 

NOT  /^  lead  us  into  temptation  % ;  yet  fcarcely  have  we 

left  his  houfe,  but  we  rulh  into  a  hoji  of  danger,  where 

every  circumftance  encourages  vice  in  all  fliapcs. 

Pride ^  vanity,  oftentation,  ewvy,  extravagance^  folfy^  and 

iniquity  unite  to  throw  us  off  our  guard,  and  to 

•  Word*  of  the  Form  of  Prujrer.  +  Ihid,  %  IbicU  . 

A  a  drown 
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drown  the  voice  of  confcience/  and  the  goodne&of 
God  that  leadeth  to  repentance ;  and  this  is  a  truth 
of  which  we  ma/  be  certain,  that  the  foul  that 
is  thus  habituated  to  fenfual  pleafure,  and  vain  in- 
dulgencesj  can  never  have  room  or  relifli  for  pure» 
and  fpiritual  delights. 

But  it  is  time  I  (hould  draw  to  a  conclufion. 
Letourjuft  fear,  then,  for  the  infincerity  of  many- 
nominal  Chridians,  put  us  upon  our  guards  to  a(5t 
a  different  part ;  let  us  truly  cultivate  that  portion  of 
the  text>  which  diredls  us  to  the  probable  means  of 
ftill  experiencing  the  favor  of  the  Moft  High.  Let 
us  rend  our  hearts ,  and  not  our  garments,  and  turn  to 
inftead  of  from  the  Lord.  Mere /^rwtf/ forrowj  the 
appearance  only  of  concern,  unlefs  the  heart  is  dcqJy 
fmitten,  and  indignant  for  its  offences,  will  profit 
nothing.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  greatcft  hypo- 
crites to  offer  thefc  outward  figns  of  grief,  and  flill 
retain  a  fecret  love  for  all  their  carnal  trefpaifes* 
We  muft  rend  our  hearts  this  day,  if  we  fincercly 
"wjifh  to  keep  the  Lord  upon  our  fide. 

The  heart,  in  its  literal  fenfe,  is  that  moft  noble 
part  in  the  wonderful  conflrudion  of  our  bodily 
frame,  which  gives  motion  to  every  vital  power; 
-when  that  is  effentially  hurt,  immediate  death  en- 
fues;  and  in  proportion  as  it  is  any  ways  offered, 
diforders  of  various  kinds,  are  communicated  to  * 
every  other  part.  From  its  primary  c^nfequencc 
to  mortal^ife,  the  word  is  figuratively  ufed,  by 
moral  and'  religious  writers,  to  fignify  the  feat  o£, 
human  adions,  good,  or  evil.  Thus  our  BlefTcd 
^ordji  who  knew  the  hearts  of  men  mcjl  intimaiefy, 

alTures 
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alfiires  us  that  mit  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  tbougbis, 
murJerSy  adulteries^  fornication,  thefts,  falfe  wiSnefs  ani 
ilafpbemies.  And  the  wife  man^  who  by  woeful  ex- 
perience^  had  no  fmall  acquaintance  with  its  infir- 
mity, and  corruption,  declares  it  to  be  deceitful 
above  alltbings,  defperately  wicked.  Nay,  fo  difpofed 
to  «;//,  in  cbnfequence  of  m^n*s  fallen  nature,  that 
he  aggravates  the  defcription  of  its  impurity,  by 
expreffing  a  doubt,  whether  it  was  podible  to  dif- 
cover  f2//its  fin ;  wbo,^  (fays  he)  can  know  it?  And 
one  of  the  fined  writers  of  our  nation,  moft  deeply 
fenfible  of  this  fad  truth>  from  his  great  knowledge 
of  mankind,  moil  forcibly  confirms  the  fadt,  in  thefe 
afledling  lines, 

*'  Heaven's  Sovereign  faves  all  beings  bat  hmjtlf 
'<  That  hidtnu  fight,  a  nakip  homan  heart." 

HcnceJs  eftimated,  the  abundant  ftreams  of  wicke(^- 
nefs  which  flow  from  that  polluted  fource.  This 
is  the  nature  we  every  one  poiTefs^  'till  God  cor- 
redls  the  evil  principle  within  us,  and  this  is  what 
the  Prophet  urges  us  in  the  text  to  rend,  or  tear  to. 
pieces.  As  the  quickeft  way  of  deftroying  a  mor-. 
tal,  would  be  to  ftrike  at  the  heart  at  once ;  fo,  if 
we  would  make  any  valuable  improvement  in  our 
lives,  we  muft  endeavor  to  obtain  a  new  heart,  to 
clcanfe  this  fountain  of  all  evil.  But  as  this  is  only 
in  the  power  of  God  to  do,  we  muft  therefore 
eamcftly  implore  his  help  to  promote  the  neceflary 
work.  We  muft  forfake  every  evil  way,  and  turn 
unto  the  Lord  our  God,  and  inceffantly  pray.  Turn 
gbou  us  Q  Lord,  and  fo  Jball  we  be  turned*    Now  this 

A  a  2  implies  , 
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*  implies  repentance  for  the  fafl;  not,  (as  I  before 
Obfer^edj  a  merely  paflionate  expreflion  of  our 
grief,  fuch  as  the  rending  or  deftroying  our  clothes 
would  fignify,  but  the  deepeft  affliSlim  of  the  be^tri ; 
tor  it  htbtrey  all  fin  begins,  by  its  defiring^  wander^ 
ing,  and  going  aftray  after  forbidden  objedls ;  and 
iJ^'hence  proceeds  all   inattention  to  the  ways  of 
God,  his  mercies,  and  our  duty  to  him.     Luft  in 
the  heart/  like  vapour  in  thfi  ftomach,  foon  affWb 
the  head,  and  clouds  the  underflanding.     Now  this, 
(my  brethren)  I  need  hardly  tell  ypu,  is  z/ad  dif^ 
orders  and  R  very  arduous  talk  to  cure  ;  but  it  is  no 
lefs  neteffary  than  difficult  to  be  accomplifhed :  and 
were  not  this  the  gift  of  God^  likewife,  we  might 
be  hopelefs  of  ever  obtaining  any  valuable  repent- 
ance, for  truly  to  repent,  is  not  only  to  break  oflf 
every  evil  habit  of  fin,  (a  very  laborious^  painful 
work  indeed)  but  to  feel  fuch  deteftation  of  okr-* 
ftlvesy  for  having  committed  it,  as  to  go  mourning 
aU  cur  days ^  for  our  bafe  ingratitude  towards  fo 
glorious  a  Benefadtor,  who  gave  usbeing  at  firjt^ 
that  we  might  ferve  him  faithfully  here^  and  warns 
us  againft  firt,  that  we  may  live  with  him  forrt«r. 
On  /^V  account,  you  fee,  we  Ttiyx?<,  thoroughly  bate  \x^ 
as  well  as  Uanje  it  off\  ftrive  to  root  out  the  increafcd 
corruption  it  has  wrought  in  our  naturally  depraved 
hearts,  no  Icfs  than  fear  the  merited  punifiunent 
Jt  threatens ;  and  abhor  every  circumftance,  how- 
ever agreeable  to  our  carnal  nature,  which  fin  in- 
vites us  to  Commit :    i,  becaufe  it  is  the  command 
of  God  to  dp  fo;  2.  becaufe  by  yielding  to  its 
temptations,  we  (hall  be  ever  feparated  firom  hi» 

Mr, 


A  GENERAL  PAST,    FEBRUARY  28>    1794-      357 

Icve,  and  made  ihtirely  incapable  of  heavenly  hap- 
pincfs.  Yet,  alas!  men  continue  deliberately  to 
commit  thofc  fins  which  the  Almighty  ftand*  en- 
gaged to  punifh  with  deftru<5tion  1  And  how  cah 
we  then  wonder,  that  while  we  go  on  to  provoke 
his  unmerited  long  fuflfering,  he  at  lafl  (hould 
exert  his  power,  and  exercifc  juft  vengeance  on  the 
ungodly. 

iThere  is  a  fpirit  of  worldly  confidence  and 

fecurity,  which  the  generality  of  people  are  too 

apt  to  encourage,  and  which  amounts  in  grea^ 

meafure,  to  an  independance  upon  God* sproteSion,  if 

not  an  open  contempt  of  it.    They  build  upon  our  ^ 

manifold  political  refouues;  our  national  charade^ 

for  iravery;   our  celebrated  advantages  over  the 

enemy  in  farmer  times ;  our  navai  force  e/pecially^  and 

the  reputed  (kill  of  its  commanders.    AH  thefe,  no 

doubt,  are  valuable  helps,  for  which  it  is  impof- 

iible  to  fhew  ourfelves  too  grateful  to  our  heavenly 

fienefador ;  but  to  place  any  hope  in  thefe,  with-i 

out  the  bkffmg  of  Of$mpotence,  what  is  it  but  wicked 

boafting  in  the  arm  of  Jkfi?    And  fo  flack  are 

men  in  general,  to  look  up  to  fSm,  from  whence 

alotie  our  help  proceeds,  that  we  feldom  hear  them 

mentioned  together^    When  we  confider  our  prefent 

lituation,  my  brethren,  as  a  people  expofed  to  n^any 

dangers  from  the  uncertain  events  of  war,  let  us 

ufe  ourfelves  to  a  wifer  method  of  difcourfing  upon 

the  fubjed.    Let  us  adopt  the  language  of  the 

Pialmift,  Some  put  their  trufi  in  chariots ,  andjome  in 

kor/cs,  hut  we  wiU  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

T^bfs  ihould  be  the  refolution  of  every  Chriftian 

A  a  3  King 
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King,  and  people,  in  the  day  of  bsttU  or  adverJHyf 
What  is  the  boafted  valour  of  man's  owni  ftrcngth, 
and  all  the  might ieft  preparations  of  his  power,  if 
God  vouchfafes  not  to  qffifi  the  enter  prize  ?    He  who 
commands    the   dread  artillery  of  Heaven,  who 
couid  deftroy  185,000  in  a  night i  who  marfhak  the 
winds,  and  they  obey  him,  who  direds  the  tempcfts 
to  his  deftroying  purpofe.  He  alone  is  to  be  feared, 
and  trufted  i;\,  yet  we  are  apt  to  fear  every  frown, 
but  thofe  of  Heaven ;  and  one  poor,  vain,  fihf  crea- 
ture, fhall,   through  a  courfe  of  60  or  70  yean, 
incelTantly,  and  audadoujfy  tempt  and  provoke  the 
^  Maker  and  Preferver  of  the  univerfe ;  what  \%  this 
but  madneis!     Why  are  the  miraculous  powers  of 
the  Almighty  recorded  in  the  book  bf  Hfe,  but  to 
lead  us  to  the  reflexion  that  <}od,  and  God  cntj,  is 
the  proper  objcft  of  our  confidence,    and  fear? 
fince  neither  the  wifdom   of  the   wife,  nor  the 
power  of  the  mighty,  nor  the  whole  world  iijilf^  can 
ftatid  a  iingle  moment  before  him,  when  once  his 
anger  is  terribly  purpofed  to  puni/h,  and  deftroy.— 
Wc  ihould  therefore  keep  in  mind  this  profitable 
vA  eternal  truth ;  "That  except  the  Lord  keep  the  fiiy, 
the  toaidman  icdketb  but  in  vain.     In  every  tinder- 
taking  of  worldly  bullnefs,  or  religious  ftnprtJxt- 
meat,  the  blefling  of  the  Lord   muft  accompany 
the  labours  of  the  creature,  to  render  theih  iff^hd. 
No  work  can  profper  without  him,  nor  <:ah  atty 
defign  mifcarry  under  his  ^elHan,  which  arc  equally 
aeccflary  to  thci«/ifer  in  the  time  6(  peaee,  as  to 
tht/oldier  in  time  of  wnr.    An  admdnttion  hf^Wy 
'^  tdeferving  notice  of  every  Governor  and  Mihifte*, 

I  *  however 
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'  bliwever  eKdowed  with  talents,  or  upheld  fojr  the 
popular  favor. 

In  Aiorti  Ti>ey  that  truft  in  tb£  LordJbaUh^as  m^uni 
Sion.  While  the  inhabitants  of  Jerofalem  coir- 
cinued  to  truft  in  God,  this  was  the  cafe  with  tbem^ 
but  when  they  became  faithlefs,  and  diibbedienCj 
(he  becanie  Veak,  and  like  to  any  other  city.  Let 
us  not  ibrget,  that  the  promiles  lo  ms,  like  thofe  to 
Ifrael  ot  old>  ^rc  equzWy  candUioitaL  Becaitfe  of  un^ 
ielief,  they  wer€  tr^en  of:  let  us  take  care,  to  pmd 
faft,  in  the  faith. 

And  it  is  through  want  of  this  &ith>  or  proper 
confidence  in  God's  power  andgoodnefs,  that  fome 
on  the  other  hand^  are  no  lei^  ready  to  defpond^  aod 
from  inconiideration  of  God's  moft  tender  mercy 
i  towards  his  faithful  fervants,  are  for  giving  up  the 
caufe  as  dejperate.  Viewing  the  too  general  depra- 
vity of  the  age  with  an  eye  of  juft  concern  and 
apprehenlion,  they  are  apt  to  cry,  ^  the  foundations 
are  deftroyed  what  -can  the  righteous  do^  That  is,  the 
foundations  or  principles  of  religion  and  law  being 
defpiied,  and  trampled  upon,  what  encouragemeot 
is  there  for  any  further  refiftance?  What  can  a 
man  ehgagSS  ia  the  moft  righteous  undertaking 
hope  for^  when  that  appears  the  cafe  ?  Such  argu- 
ments have  ever  been  urged  by  the  timid  in  fimilar 
ca(es,  but  they  ^rtfalfe,  and  ftedfaftly  to  be  refifiedi 
fincc  all  is  not  oroer,  while  there  is  «y  left. to  re-, 
prove  public  error,  and  bear  honeft  teftimony  to 
the  truth,  and  the  man  who  does  fo,  with  becom* 
ing  fpirit,  may  ftop  a  Prince,  or  a  Senator  when  in 
full  career  to  ruin,  and.  prove  happily  inftrumental^ 
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Cb  recover  the  day.  And  this  leads  me  to  the  U/t 
obfervation  I  fhall  make  at  this  time^  concerning 
thofe  grofs  and  dangerous  (ins  by  which^  as  indi. 
viduals,  or  a  nationi  we  may  be  truly  faid  to  offend 
the  Lord  our  God,  and  provoke  him  finally  to 
tlefert  our  caufe. 

There  Is  one  tranfgreflion,  my  brethren,  which 
on  no  account  muft  be  paiTed  over  at  this  time«  for 
it  is  in  iife^  altme^  fully  fufficient  to  bring  the  heamefi 
judgments  on  any  land  profefling  to  believe  in  God; 
I  mean  the  profanation  of  thtjabbaib^day ;  and  how 
deplorably  that  is  become  the  cuftom  in  our  land,  is 
quite  unneceflary  for  me  to  prove ;  general  obferva- 

.  tion  muft  yield  the  Jad  confent.  Inftead  of  pious 
veneration  to  God's  pofitive  law^  it  is  moft  fcan* 
daloufly  diflionored  by  all  defcriptions  of  people, 
but  chiefly  by  thofe,  whofe  example  in  this  refpcft, 
is  of  the  utmoji  ccnfequence  to  the  good  order  of 
foc^ety,  and  whofe  life  of  kifure^  from  their  more 
exalted  ftation, .  leaves  them  without  a  particle  of 
cxcufe  for  frequently  employing  this  bleffed  fcafon 
in  public  travelling,  and  unprofitable  vifits.  It  is 
no  lefs  difgraceful  to  a  Chriftian  land,  to  fee  the 
roads  on  Qod's  moft  holy  day,^as  full  of  public 

>  ftagesj  and  the  concerns  of  trade,  as  in  the  fix 
appointed  days  for  worldly  bufinejs.  In  neceflary  con- 
ftquence  of  this,  the  UttU  opportunity  of  thofe  in 
fubUc  life^  to  repair  the  weekly  errors  induced  by 
the  hurry  of  their  dangerous  occupations^  is  wholly 
interrupted,  and  inftead  of  hallowing,  they  ailift  in 
violating.  God's  facred  law.  This  furcly  calls  for  a 
nfform^    The  regular  veneration  of  our  pious  anccf- 

ton 
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tors  in  this  important  article  of  Chriftianduty, 
condemns  the  gracelefs  condudi:  of  their  long  pro--' 
teSed,  and  Ungrateful  pofterity.  The  awful  threat^ 
ening  of  the  Pfalmifl:/  ihould  awaken  us  to  a  peni^ 
tent  fenfe  of  this  grofs  impiety ;  //  is  time  for  thee, 
O  Lord^  to  work,  for  tbey  have  made  void  my  law. 
This  is  done  by  alK  who  deny  its  authority  or  its 
obligation ;  by  all  who  render  it  of  no  effe^  by 
their  vicious  writings,  or  their  lives.  Of  this  offence, 
our  enemies  the  French,  have  been  notorioujly  guilty. 
May  we  profit  by  their  chaftifement !  This  (in, 
hath  ever  been  confefled  the  itilet  of  all  other  vice 
whatever,  and  it  will  invariably  be  feen,  wherever 
a  deluge  of  wickednefs  and  impiety  entering  at 
thefe  gates,  hath  overwhelmed  a  land,  (as  is  the 
lamentable  cafe  of  the  profane  and  unhappy  people 
of  France)  it  may  be  juftly  faid  it  is  time  for  the 
Lord  to  work.  There  is  a  certain  meafure  of  ini* 
quity,  which  when  communities,  or  individuals, 
have  filled  up,  the  deflroying  angel  i%  difpatched^ 
and  executes  his  dire  commiflion.  Among  the 
numerous  teftimonies  that  might  be  brought  from 
Holy  Writ  to  fhew  how  highly  God  refents  the  pro- 
fanation of  the  Sabbath,  this  iingle  paiTage  from 
Nehemiah  xiii.  17,  18.  will  be  abundantly  Jtifficient, 
an^  I  feledt  it  in  particular,  becaufe  it  is  diredly 
levelled  at  that  order  of  men,  whofe  virtuous,  or 
vicious  precedent,  hath  the  happiefi,  or  the  molt 
pernicious  effed  in  determining  the  deportment  of 
their  inferiors  and  dependants,  and  who  feem  in  aU 
times,. to  have  been  the  per/bns  culpable  of  thi^ 
ttDgracioufi    trefpafs.     7hen  J  contended  with   the 

NoBLSt 


362  A    SERMON    FOR. 

Nobles  Jif  Judab,  mdfaidnntd  tbem^  what  tvUihUii 
is  this  tbat  ye  doy  to  violate  the  Sabbath-day  ?  Did  not 
your  fathers  thus  f  And  did  not  God  bring  aS  this  evil 
upon  usy  and  this  city?  Tet  ye  would  bring  mor^ 
wrath  upon  the  people  by  profaning  this  holy  day.  Let 
the  guilty  in  this  great  crime  apply  the  juft  reproof 
as  to  themjthesi  and  repent  them  of  their  foul 
tranfgreflions. 

*  The  true  (late  of  any  people,  is  to  be  eftimatcd 

*  from  one  fingle  circumftance,  viz.  whether  in 

*  their  aSlions  they  remember ,  or  forget  God.  Rc- 
'  iricmbrancc  of  him  is  the  well-fpring  of  virtue  \ 

*  forgetfulnefs  of  him  the  fountain  of  vice;  let  men 
^  liipport  religion,  and  God  will  fupport  them." 
As  the  fear y  therefore,  of  God,  is  the  beginning  if 
wifdomy  let  us  pray,  that  our  Rulers,  ai)d  Magit- 
ffeites,  may  evince  their  good  underjianding,  by  every 
future  exertion  of  their  authority  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  God's  laws,  and  efpecially  to  remove  the 
cenfure  they  mull  incur  in  the  judgntent  of  fytry 
real  Chriftian  for  not  preventing  the  public  alpfcs 
pi  divine  appointments,  which  depends  entirely 
upon  a  pious  refolution  in  the  legiflature.   • 

Finally ;  as  God  hath  '  threatened  to  tread  down  eU 

*  them  that  err  from  his  fiatutes  through  deceit,  and 

*  falfbood.     Surely  the  fulfilling  of   his   dreadful 

*  judgment  in  aH  ages  of  the  world,  and  which  he 

*  ftill  can,  and  wiZf  execute  upon  impenitent  finncrs'^ 
(efpecially  the  alarming  vengeance  we  tec  iww- 
diatehf  excrcifed  fofignally  upon  our  ungodly  neigh- 
bors j  J  '*  furely,  I  fay,  this  (hould  afford  us  a  ttioft 

'  kind 
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"**  kind  warning,    and  powerful    motive  to  obe- 

*  dience/ 

And  as  we  all  bear  a  very  grievous  part  both  in 
thofe  fins  of  commiflion,  and  negledl,  which  if 
not  confeifed,  and  mended,  will  afluredly  light  up 
the  anger  of  the  Lord  to  vifit  us  with  fome  fevere 
correftion  in  the  end  4  Let  us  unite  moft  fervently^ 
in  the  words  of  God's  Prophet,  and  faithful  fervant, 
and  hunftbly  befeech  him,  to  have  mercy  upon  us ;  to 
forgive  us  our  pad  fins,  and  grant  us  grace  to  ferve 
him  better  for  the  future.  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us,  muft  be  the  natural  cry  of  every  trembling  fin- 
ner,  under  dread  of  merited  judgment.  But  let 
all  know  who  have  returned  unto  the  ferving  of 
their  Maker  with  all  their  heart,  with  a  truly  peni<- 
tent  fenfe  of  their  offences,  '  that  for  their  comfort^ 

*  the  Lord  will  have  mercy  upon  them  in  that  day, 

*  when  unreformed  wickednefs  lliall  be  fucceeded 
?  by  torment,  and  pride  fhall  end  in  fliame,  and 
'  utter  confufion.  When  patient  poverty  fhall 
'  inherit  everlafling  riches,  and  opprefTed  humility 
'  Ihall  be  exalted  to  a  throne  above  the  flars.' 

God  grant  qs  grace  in  time,  to  cultivate  the 
"virtues  that  may  prepare  us  to  he  partakers  of  thefc 
blefled  promifes,  for  the/ake,  and  through  the  me- 
diation of  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord,  to  whom,  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  glory,  praife, 
and  power,  for  ever  and  ever.     Jmen. 
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SERMON  XXI. 


FOR  THE  EVENING  OF  A  GENERAL 

FAST-DAY. 


The  fame  text. 

WE  are  once  more  met  thfs  day^  my  brethren^ 
upon  the  folemn  occafion  of  its  uleful  ap- 
pointment ;  for  the  important  purpole  of  implorii^ 
Go4  to  pardon  our  offences^  and  avert  the  judg« 
ments  we  have  ju(Uy  merited  at  hij  hands.  If  you 
have  any  ferious  attachment^  therefore^  for  whae 
ought  to  be  moft  dear  ta  you  on  earthy  your  property, 
wives,  cbUdreHt  friends ^  or  your  cwn  lives ;  nayj  if 
you  duly  regard  what  is  of  far  greaier  value  than 
the  whole  earthy  or  even  Ufa  UJeff^  (the  (kfety  dT  your 
eternal  /mls)i  let  us  alU  then^  endeavor  to  fet  a 
good  example  this  day  by  our  moft  fincere  atten* 
tion  to  the  duties  it  enjoins.  Let  us  beware  of 
J^iubly  provoking  Heaven  by  ads  of  merely  formal* 
deprecation  of  God*s  anger ;  and  let  us  take  care 
that  we  do  not  deferve  the  heavy  fentence  He  hath 
of  old  denounced,  againft  all  hypocritical  humilia- 
tion. O  may  we  not  prove  acceflary  to  fuch  a 
divine  contempt  of  our  fervicesj  as  that  once  uttered 
l^y  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  i*  13*  Bring  no  more  vmi 

0blati$ns, 
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eblationSi'  incenje  is  an  abominatim  to  me ;  the  neib  mm 
and  the  Jabbaiby  lAr  P^Ui^  rf  afemUU^  I  cannoi  amy 
^witb:  it  is  iniquity  even  the  folemn  meeting  \  your 
APPOINTED  DAYS  my  foul  batetb;  tbey  are  a  trouble 
untg  me»  J  aim  ^tjBafy^  to  heat  tbem*  Thua  terribly 
doth  the  Lord  dei^Ottnecr  hf  (he  rnodth  of  his  holjr 
fervant^  againft  all  religious  fcrvice  that  hath  no- 
thing but  outward /^m  to  recommend  it.  But  if 
you  would  gratify  the  prcfcnt  bounden  facrificc  of 
penitential  forrow ;  then  take  the  Lord's  advicCi 
IVaJhyouy  make  you  cleam,  put  away  tbe  evil  of  your 
doings  from  before  mens  eye 9^  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to 
d0  w^Ua 

Rut  ft  \$  to  be  f^H^M  thif  in  tmny  places,  and 
hf  imiMroiis  ipdividtistla^  even  fuchicTere  dtffriea- 
fi^fc  m^y  be  juAly  due.  How  many  oa  this  boif 
occitffonj  (fk  ivrit  intieittHKMd  by  our  chinch  and 
ftate)j  will  tiif»  the  folemn  MdinaQce  into  meie 
ptrtde?.  How  mmy  willmeke n format faft all dif, 
wd  ceinel  mdfe^  kiywiottflyiit  night?  Aad  cananj 
fiaexcted  fiieh  wilful  mockfry  otGoA  I  F^rjt  is  not 
fk^b  a  fiift  that  Oo^.  requires  at  their  hsndii.  Were 
people  bot  purely  jknfib\fi  of  the  grpf  t  neceffitf 
of  pobHe  humiKatk)!!  for  their  provocation  of 
the  Utnj  t  tod  earnestly  dctprmned  te  promote 
it  by  ckdir  csonnplary  behavipr.  Their  deq>  con- 
yttStioa^  ami  iowaxd.  iprrow^  would  thus  exprefs 
ilfidf  »  Daivi4^»  woithi,— jMy  bearf  is  fmitten,  and 
wtbefiid  like  gr^r,  fo  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  bread, 
*tht  aonfeqacnce  of  real  grief  upon  the  fpi- 
^xks*  WK  lukow  is  apt  to  nender  ua  reganUcfs  of 
^  that  food>  whofe  nature  i^  to  tecniitj  and  raife 
...»  •  thciw. 
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'  tbem.     Of  this  there  are  eminent  inftances  in  the  ~ 
'  various  cafes  of  jlbat,  David,  Daniel,  ^nd  other 

*  forrowing  penitents.     They  all  forgat,  that  \%, 
'  nfufed  to  eat  their  bread,  while  trouble  fet  fore 

*  upon  them^  fuch  natural  coropanions  are  mourn- , 

*  ing  and  fading,  when  unaffeSed.*  But  it  is  too 
likely,  that  the  unwillingnefs  in  many,  iofaftatall 
will  give  yitx"^  different  proofs  of  the  fincerity  of 
their  repentance.  How  many  this  day  have  openly 
profeifed  their  deep  concern,  not  only  for  their  awn, 
and  the  joint  and  glaring.  trefpalTes.of,  the  people^ 
who  to-morrow  perhaps,  will  mingle  with  the 
thoughtlefs  multitude  again ;  contribute  largely  to 
the  increafe  of  fafhionable  follies ;  nay  injure  their 
families,  to  maintain  a  figure  at  the  moll  unprofit- 
able diverfions,  while  every  nerve  and  iinew  of 
oeconomy  is  necelTary  to  defray  the  charge  of  an 
unavoidable,  and  I  may  truly  fay,  a  holy  war.-t. 
Holy»  not  in  the  meaning  of  any  religious y!i^/M, 
QtfaiiiUical  rs^e,  but  becaufe  it  Js  an  indifpenfable 
defence  againft  a  race  of  impious,  and  ufurping  ty-. 
ra|H8>  who  holding  G^d,  his  Revelation,  and  every^ 
religioiiB  Ordinance  in^  contempt^  are  bold  to  propo--^ 
gate  the  mod  deftrudive  principles,  and  would  fbw 
rebellion  and  qonfufion  throughout  the  kingdoms  of 
the^evth.  W\}iifu<b,  ii  is  impoflible  to  hold  wy 
fiiitb,  fincc  4(hey  have  nothing  io  bind  them  but  their 
awn  jURcertain»  and  licenitious  will.  Still  they^are 
formidable,  (^  inftruments  in  the  hand  of  God  to 
p^ijb^  ^fi^  roquire  t^e  wifeft,  and  mpft  a&iyC' 
mQRfuf\c«,  ix>  repel  tlieir  ruinous*  defign^;  and  efpe^ 
dalljlithcy  dccwnd  oorappUca^uoo  ti^tliat  Almighty* 

.  i        •  Power, 
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Powcfj  who  fpeedily  can  reftrain  the  lawlefs  vio- 
lence of  the  wicked ;  give  wifdom  to  the  coun/els, 
and  y'i&ory  to  the  arms  we  naturally  employ  to 
check  their  rage;  and  thereby  confine  the  (courge 
to  thofe  who  ntadly  difdain  dependence  upon  his 
help,  and  neither  refpedt  his  promifes,  or  threats. 
But  if  we  are  faithful  in  this  needful  iruft^  there  is 
no  fear  but  Gk)d  in  his  good  time  will  pour  out  ven-- 
geance  upon  the  heathen  that  have  not  known  him^ 
and  on  the  kingdom  that  hath  ceafed  to  call  upon  bis 
name.  They  are  to  be  confidered  as  engines  of 
chaftifement  under  Divine  control,  '  for  thus  of 

*  old,  pagan  ambition  and  cruelty,  were  often  em- 

*  ployed  to  corred  offending  Ifrael,  but  were  them- 

*  felves  moft  fully  puniihed  in  their  turn,  by  other 

*  powers  raifed  up  for  that  juft  purpofe.'  But  alas! 
my  brethren,  with  all  thefe  terrors  of  the  Lord  fo 
near  us,  we  difcover  no  relaxation  in  the  general 
purfuit  of  fenfual  pleafure,  and  the  moft  vain  de- 
lights. It  is  true,  fome  human  exertions  have  been 
made  by  many  conitderate,  and  generous  indivi- 
duals, to  furnifh  temporary  comfort  tothoft,  whofe 
lot  expofes  them  to  the  brunt  of  battle;  nor  is  it 
more  than  jufl,  that  they  (hould  enjoy  all  poflible 
fupport,  whofe  courage,  fufferings,  and  Oves,  are 
inftrumental  in  defending  our  polTcflions,  and  every 
thing  moft  dear  to  us.  But  what  is  the  utmoft  of 
diofe  contributions  comparatively  with  the  coa« 
tinual  demands  of  luxury,  and  the  fuperfluous  gtati- 
ficatioBs  of  the  opulent  ?  What  proportion  do  thqr 
bear  to  the  immenfe  fubfcriptions  towards  mulci« 
pl^^ing  places  of  public  enteruiAmrat  ?  in  tbem^ 

/eh€h 
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fehts,  by  no  means  ftritftly  cbriJUan;  but  on  the 
contrary^  in  abundant  inftances  (were  this  a'  tiropbr 
;  place  to  prove  it)^  produdive  of  moft  dangerou& 
*  levity,  and  pofitivc  profaneAefs.     Ad  the  increafing 
'degeneracy,  and  ruinous  profufenefs  of  the' times, 
'liave  occafiohed  itie  to  touch  on  articles  of  this  na- 
'  ture,  I  cannot  avoid  reverting  to  a  late,  and  hbt-ri^ 
'  ble  calamity,  fatal,  in  the  hftant  death  of  man]^, 
"who  were* afferhbled  zt^ipulUc  theatre.     Surely,  in 
'tim^s  like  thefe,  when  war  and  defolation  are'kt 
'  our  very  doors,  fuch  fad  events*  n>ay,  without  any 
imputation  of  too  fevere  reflexion,   be  termed  ^a 
Jerious^  ind  /i/»<?»*^dry  judgment,  to  Caution  aih'ers 
frem  perfifting  in  the  waftc  of  fo  much  pucims 
/'im*,  and.abufing  x)ttt  i^o^^\y  fitort  Jpace  kllott^d 
them  to  prepare'  for  their  irrevocahle  doom\  and  to 
.  cultivate  repentance  for  the  manifold  omiilions,  aiid 
heavy  trtinfgrcflitons  of  their  lives.     Coufd  the/o«r- 
'  teen  fo61s  thus  ihockingly  hurried  "into  the  bound- 
Icfs  theatre  of  eternity!  thus  quickly  fummoned  to 
the  prelfcnce  of  an  holy,  juft,  and  all  perfedl  God; 
could   tb^y  Yiz\t,  had  a  temporary  relief  afforded 
'  thcrn,  wh<?ri  crying  out  for'  help  to  all  around ;  we 
'  may  charitably  conclude,  they  would  have  viewed 
with  horror  their  miferable  preparation  in  fuch  pur- 
fuits,  for  fccncs  of  epdlefs  purity^  and  praife,  artd 
have  been  vti-y  circumfpeft,  in  future,  from  hazard- 
ing fo /nJden,  and  ill-timed  an  audit,  before  the 

GLORIOUS  MAJESTY  OF  HEAVEN  ! 

'  ■  .       *       » ■  '1 

It  ij^  too  common  for  the  young  Indeed,  (from 
various  caufes  attending  their  ineicpis^ienccd  flate^, 

'B^b  'to 
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to  be  mifled  by  fa(hionabIe  precedent.     Eager  cu- 
riofity,  deficiency  of  religious  confideration,  viva- 
city of  fpirits^  and  the  torrent  of  licentious  cuftom, 
may  carry  tbem  with  the  tide  of  modern  diflipa- 
tion.     Tber,  perhaps,  experience  but  little  influence 
of  grace  upon  their  minds.     But  people  in  the  zvanf 
of  life ;  parents  polTeffing  every  benefit  from  the 
hand  of  lifuei   whofe  incumbent  duty  is  regular 
example,  no  kfs  than  prudent  c^un/el;  people  in- 
debted, in  the  cpurle  of  nature,  to  Divine  protec- 
tion for  miracles  of  mercies  t  for  thoufands  of  ac* 
knowledged  deliverances,  and  ten  times  ten  thou- 
fand  known  to  their  heavenly  Preferver'^onlyi  tbem^ 
felvest  perhaps,  the  firenuous  advocates  for  every 
chriftian  grace,  in  private  life;  for  tbem  to  mingle 
in  the  common  herd  of  fimple,  uninformed,  and 
thoughtlefs  idlers ;  to  attend  their  dearell  relatiom 
to  the  Ihrine  of  wantonnefs^  impiety ,  and  every  dif- 
folute  invention  that  can  eftrange  the  heart  from 
ferious  thoughts ;  this  marks  fuch  inconfiftency  of 
charader,  fuch  folly,  fuch  mockery  of  all  fincctc 
affciflion  towards  holy  things,  that  to  negled  an 
opportunity  of  noticing  thefe  dangerous  habits  op 
fuch  a  particular  occafion,  as  the  preient,  would 
merit  juftifiable  reproach,  and  fuppofe  the  fpeaker 
unconcerned  for  the  efied:  of  fuch  prevailing  vani- 
ties, as  mud  be  hateful  to  an  all-perfe(fl,   holy 
Being.     He  aflTures  us,  that  his  temple  is  tht  heart 
of  all  who  truly  love  him,  and  into  which  no  vain, 
or  filthy  fancy,  can  be  wilfully  indulged,  by  any 

one  defirous  of  becoming  his  difciple. 

Now 
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Now  if  this  13  XOj  then  confequently^  to  paft 
whole  hours  in  exercifing  the  mind  upon  fuch 
unprofitable  fubjedlSj  and  premeditateiy  to  give  «t« 
tention  to  the  trifling  produdtions  of  loo/e,  and 
mercenary  writers ;  mufl  be  allowed  a  very  different 
effort  from  the  injunction  in  the  text,  to  turn  to 
God  y/iTH  ALL  THE  HEART.  S\^  habitual  prac^ 
tice,  fpeaks  pofirive  condemnation  to  the  inconli- 
derate  fpedator,  who  would  be  thought  poifeiTed 
of  any  feriotis  acquifiiion  of  humble  love  towards  God» 
or  even  deiire  for  the  growth^  of  general  virtue^ 
This  univerfal  turn  for  levity,  fupplies  indifputablc 
proof,  that  the  influence  of  fober  manners^  and 
folid  piety,  is  greatly  on  the  decline  amonglt  us* 
Such  a  rage  for  every  kind  of  fenfual  pleafure^  and 
idle  fportsj  can  never  be  agreeable  to  that  glorious 
Being,  whodeferves  lYi^firft  place  in  our  affe&ions^ 
and  which  it  is  impqffible  to  afford  him,  while  the 
mind  is  occupied  by  fuch  fedudlive  entertain- 
ments ;  while  luxury,  extravagance^  and  diflipation, 
nourifh  a  difaffe&ion  towards  every  ferhus  prin^^ 
ciple.     *  Thefe    are    the   maladies   under   which 

*  our  body  politic  now  languifhes ;  it  is  this  dif- 

*  cafe  that  weakens  our  coun/els^  and  undertakings , 
/  but  few  believe  that  this  has  any  evil  influence 
'  upon  them,'  becaufe  their  faith  is  not  well 
grounded  in  the  protedtion  of  a  fuperintending 
Power,  who  is  jealous  of  the  fervice,  and  th^  con- 
fidence he  requires  at  their  hands,  *  and  for  which 

*  reafon  the  cure  of  the  diforder  is  not  confidered 

*  as  expedient,  to  relieve  a  weakened  and  bleeding 
'  countrj'.* 

B  b  2  But 


571  A    ff£RMON    POU 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  faid^  chat  with  many  of 
thefe  idle  vanities,  and  faftiionable  fancies  of  higher 
Vik,  WE  have  no  concern  in  this  our  bumhUy  and 
retired  lituation.  It  is  in  (me  fenfe  true,  my  bre- 
thren,  and  happy  for  us  we  have  not ;  happy  that 
(bme  of  us  have  never  been  expofcd  to  their  temp- 
tations, and  tha&iMfters  have  been  convinced  of  their 
pernicious  effedls,  afi4.haYe  bewailed  and  repented, 
that  they  ever  yielded  to'them.  My  defence  for  enter- 
ing on  thefe  fubjedts,  is  this\  that  as  the  ferious  bufi- 
ncfs  of  the  day,  exads  a  clofe  examination  of  evBy 
failing,  incident  to  all  ranks  of  people,  which  evi- 
dently tends  to  difpleafe  the  great  Creator  and  Pre- 
ftrver  of -mankind,  (b  it  is  neteflary  we  ihould  ex^ 
pofe  them  ^^  that  we  may  be  better  judges  how 
manifold  are  the  provoAtions  of  the  land,  and  be 
led,  by  a  ferious  conlideration  of  thefe  errors,  tb 
wean  ourfelves  from  every  dangerous  baUt.  But 
though  we  may  not  incur  the  guilt  attending  /igft 
fartictdar  trejpajfes  oi  xYit  great  i  ftill  there  is  not  a 
fingle  pcrfon  in  this  congregation  (however* itwwWf 
his  lot  of  life  may  be)  who  is  not  equally  cvcpzhXe  by 
difobedience^  and  finful  defiance  of  the  God  who 
made,  and  ftill  preferves  him,  to  add  bis  ruinous 
portion  to  the  meafure  of  the  natiohal  iniquity ; 
and  to  fiaften  that  judgment,  which,  without  a  true 
repentance,  and  valuable  reformation,  will  mbft 
affuredly  overtake  us  in  the  end:  and  this  we  Ihall 
find  has  been  the  cafe  with  every  wicked  people  that 
have  had  their  day  of  trial  upon  earth ;  and  whofc 
.linal  overthrow  doth  yet  record  a  ufefiil  monument 
of  their  ingratitude,  and  madnefs. 

V  It 
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It  eojitcrns  tny  immediate  ofB€e>  a^Eid  tdik  at  this 

'time,  ti>  be  oioft  diligeftt  in  warning  you  fr^rp  liet- 

ing  any  longer  a  party  in  producing  ih^k  grm<9»s 

jildgmentSi  which  we  have  unaniaioUfly  CQnfeiSKi 

this  day»  defcifvcdly  are  due  to  wrwm^$us  ^tnas^ 

and  vretigioHs  biukflidings.    If  you  are  truly  fenflble 

of  the  weighty  charge  that  ftaiqd^  againft  yQy  £  (^ 

you  are  noi  dead  in  tre^qfif  and  Jim ;  each  pcrfon  prf« 

fent»  will  fearch  his  own  hearty  and  ppt  a  guard 

upon  his  lips«  and  watch  his  own  fi^psi  and  tutn 

unie  the  Lord  bis  God,  with  weefing,  and  murningt 

aitd  faJUng.'^^li  we  are  earneftly  refolved  tp  h^n^r 

God   hy   this   day's  fervice,   w^.  fljall  all  pf  us 

pafs  it  in  moft  religious  reBexioiiaC'f  what  wq  have 

heard^  and  prayed  to  be  delivered  frwp.     ff^e  Jball 

'tend our  hearts,  and  riot  our garm^its,  only:  that  is» 

.  we  ihall  not  appear  outwardly Jbflwiofnl,  whil^  wf  r<« 

min  inwardly  unaffeiled ;  but  we  fbftU- ihew  our  iinc^- 

Tity  by  the  becoming  behaviour  ofqur  H^es ;  we  (halj 

be  very  cautious  neither  to  give  up  cut/elves^  nf  r 

encourage  others,  in-  the  »ufe  of  any  ordinary «  aqd 

.  (at  other  time&J  Ait^/ indulgences^ ;  apdn^u^}i^s 

ii:  is  to  be  hoped>  will  any  boldly  daire  to  pro/axe  tfiiC 

day,  and  provoke  the  long  (uffering  of  God,  by  i»- 

temperate,  or  oiber  vicious  courfes.     An^  it  behQvcs 

all  tho(c  particularly,  who  are  in.  the  dangerous  way 

of  getting  a  livelihood  by  the  falc  of  liquor/?,  to  take 

'the  greateft  care  of  their  own  behavicyrj  and  that 

of  thofe  who  may  be  in  their  hgufes  on  this  da^. 

Were  fuch  perfons  duly  fci^ible  of  the  great  im- 

ports^icc  of  this  day's  work  towards  the  happincfs 

of  our  country,  (in  which  we  all  have  fo  nwch 

B  b  3  weighty 
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^weighty  ifltereilj  they  would  not  allow  of  any  tip* 
ling»  or  idle  company  in  their  fiiniiiies,  but  would 
devote  this  opportunity  of  holy  leifure  from  ordi- 
nary labors^  to  implore  the  pardon  of  God  for 
their  repeated^  and  pad  offences  of^this  defcription. 
After  alU  it  is  only  in  thc^  power  of  us,  the  bumble 
Mi^ifters  of  God's  word,  to  exhort  you  feithfully, 
and  mod  aife<%ionately,  not  to  be  thus  aflifting  to 
-the  terrible  vengeance  which  feems  to  threaten  the 
kingdom,  and  alfo  to  exert  the  authority  ^ven  us, 
by  the  laws,  to  prevent  the  profanation  of  fuch 
iblemn  feafons,  during  the  hours  of  God's  public 
worfliip :  but  this  we  are  bound  to  do,  at  the  very 
peril  of  our  fouls,  if  when  our  lad  account  is 
called  for  it  (hall  appear  we  have  been  unfaithful  in 
our  truft,  or  to  have  paid  more  deference  to  finftil 
creatures,  like  ourfelves,  than  to  the  pure  and  rooft 
High  God  of  Heaven  and  earth. 

In  this  place,  likewife,  it  is  incumbent  upon  mc^ 
to  admoniih  thofe  among  you  (my  brethren]  whofe 
immediate  ofHce  and  duty  It  may  be  to  protedl  the 
peace  and  order  of  the  community,  not  to  flackeo 
in  your  mod  folemn  engagements  to  fupport  the 
honor  of  God's  name,  and  fervice,  to  the  uimo^cf 
your  poweri  For  the  confcientious  difcharge  of^yowr 
refpeftive  pods  you  have  mod  folemnly  bound 
yourfcl vcs  by  oath,  defirtng  God  only  so  ta  beifycu, 
in  all  your  manifold  necefltties  of  body,  and  foul» 
as  you  (hall  prove  obedient  to  your  engagement; 
fo  that  in  fadl  (my  dear  friends)  here  is  a  cur/e  legif- 
tered  on  earth  and  in  Heaven  againd  ymrfehis  for 
every  wilful  and  unlawful  negledl  of  public  Hattf  to. 

which 
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which  \irhen  you  are  entering  office^  you  give  your 
own  Amen.  This  circumftance  akne,  ta  every  redl 
ckriftian  mind,  muft  furely  hold  out  a  very  awful 
cmtfequiHce!  Tcu  will  be  no  lefs  accountable  than 
/  Ihall,  for  every  undue  omilfion  of  your  refpe6live 
duties.  If  we  favor  fin,  and  the  thoughtlefs  difpo* 
iition  of  our  ignorant  brethren,  we  mud  expedl  to 
ihare  the  punifhment  of  ibiir  crimes.  Nay  there 
is  reafon  to  fear,  our  condemnation  will  be  the  majl 
fcvere,  becaufe  as  far  as  in  our  power  to  prevent 
them,  (if  we  do  not  uf:  that  power)  we  certainly 
are  accomplices  in  the  tranfgreflion ;  but  if  we  adt 
an  bonefl^  legal,  part  in  driving  to  prevent  the 
breach  of  the  peace,  and  the  di  (honoring  of  our 
Maker ;  ^and  men  Aill  obftinately  periill  to  oppo/e 
both  God,  and  man.  Their  blood  will  be  on  their  om 
beads,  wehaverefcuedottrjouls. 

'  It  is  the  flender  regard  fo  many  pay  to  the  pro- 
digious bleflings  of  the  feveral  wholefome  laws 
enaded  to  preferve  the  honor  due  to  God,  and  to 
fecure  our  temporal  happinefs,  that  the  woeful 
vifitation  of  anarchy,  tyranny»  and  all  violent  diff- 
order,  are  inflided  by  the  Lord  upon  thofe  who 
abufe  fuch  happy  means  of  the  peaceable  enjoyment 
of  life  and  property,  during  this  rugged  journey  to 
a  better  world.  It  is  the  injudicious  and  vct^ 
faulty  negledt  to  put  juft  laws  in  execution,  that 
paves  the  way  to  the  growth  of  every  vice,,  and 
helps  the  dangerpus  fpirit  of  commotion  in  any 
country.  When  bold  offenders  are  made  an  early^ 
and  a  public  example  for  their  crimes,  or  mifde- 
meanors,  the  confequence  is  always  bapfy^  both  for 

B  b  4  thern^ 
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t^en;UeIvesj^  apd  the  community :  and  ie^uft  tkrikt . 
every  perfen  pf  cbmmen  fenfe,  a&  no  lefs  ungnte- 
ful  to  IXvinejR'Ovidence,  than  extreme  folly  in  thfir ' 
own  cpncluft,  lightly  to^  value  fuck  ^g^  fi^'^'^c 
as  .the  iefi  of  governments,  fecured  by  tbem^  sm^ 
partial  laws.     By  fuch  remifTnefs  we  trample  under 
$bot  thef^  n^anifeft  marks  of  the  fupreme  ppdtec- 
ttoa»  and  are  inftrumental^  by  our  omt  deficiency, 
tp  cy.ery  evil  we  lament  folpgdly,  and  pray  fo  coii* 
tinually,  to, have  averted^    It  is  only  tjirougk  the 
gr?icious  permiflion  of  Divine  Pr^ovidcnpe  in  defend* 
ihg  the  ftrenuous,  and.difcrete  exertions  of  our 
Kulcr$»  that  the  infectious  fpirit  of  difcord  and  in- 
fvirrq6tian\  has   rcceivejl  a  timely  fbeck,  and  been 
prevented  from  fpreading  every  poflible  mifery  in 
tne  land.     Had  they  been '  indifferent  about  inforc-' 
ing  t\ic  penal  laws  that  God  has  fviffered  to  be 
fiprmecifpr  the  proiedion  of  his  fervants,  and  which, 
in  truth,  preclude  tlie  abfplute  neccflity  of  conftant 
intervening  miracle  to  prcferve  thenri  wiihfui  this 
general  providential  blefling,  very  different  had  been 
durprefent  fituation  ,-  we  had  probablj^  been  without 
zjbtircb  to  pray  in,  or  liberty  to  offer  09^  puUic 
homage  to.our  Heavenly  Pupteftort    ^Thc  uryi vailed 
cxccilcncc  of  our  governnnicnt  would  have  been  de- 
fpoliftied,  and  fupplanted  by  the  oppreffivc  violence^ 
and  fliifting  power,  of  unprincipled  men,.     It  is  far 
hettfry  therefore,  that  a  few  mad,  turbulent  fpirits^ 
ftiould  be  tranfportc^  out  of  danger  of  continuing' 
iools;  t^  x\it  crafty,  fecret  enemies  of  our  church 
and  ftatp,  than  that  our  Prince,  and  religion,  lives, 
and  fprtunc,  fhould  have  been  made  a  gefieral  facri- 
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^e  to  an  u.npf cocdknted,  and  crbd  fyftem.  Wt 
have  abundant  reafon,  therefofCt  to  einilt  at  our  be* 
t^g  yet  fj^red  to  enjoy  this  mefcy,  and  to  implore 
die  continued  favor  of  the  MafiJ£gb.  Kitigs  4(f  tie 
idrA,  Md  all  peopb  who  have  efcaped  the  mediuted 
riiin  of  their  rnoft  implacable  foes«  cannot, be  toy 
exemplary  in  grateful  praife  to  the  liOrd  Jehovah. 
iCiKGS,  whbfe  power  God  reprefent^  as  an  .image 
of  his  OWN,  and  who  may  be  oonfidered  as  the  funs 
of  their  refpeAive  fyftem$ ;  judge;  viA  magiflrales  of 
all  kinds,  who  derive  their  power  from  thm,  as. 
the  planets  tbmrs  from  the  fun^s  CH'iginal  iight, 
ilfey  furely,  muft  rejoice  in  being  prate&ed.— We 
cannot  too  highly  eftimate  the  bteffing  of  dwdSng^ 
tagesber  m  unity ^  for  as  the  Prophet  truly  fays,  //  Is 
the  moft  ddighiful  pUqfani  thing  m  ionh;  and  nevet 
tould  its  worth  be  more  confpicuous,  than  by  compa- 
ring our  prcifent  inward  ftate  of  peaceful  rule,  with  the 
tumultuous  fiiffering  kingdom  of  our  enemy.  Thfc 
pi&upe  of  a  flouriihing  date  is  moft  elegantly  de^- 
fcribed  as  follows,  by  a  truly  pious^  and  eminent 
author,  in  his  comment  oit  the  abovi  pafiage. 
'  Unify  beginning    in    the  Princit    and  fpreading 

•  throughout  the  people^  is  thus  beautifully  reprc- 

*  fented  by  the  Pfalmift ;  kingdoms  are  confidercd 
'  as  bodies  politic,  of  which  the  King  is  head, 

♦  ahd  the  people  in  their  feveral  ranks,  and  orders, 
'  the  parts  and  members  of  it.     Union  in  a  nation  is 

*  the  gift  of  God,  artd  therefore,  unity  among 
*,  brethren,  beginning  from  their  King,  is  like  the 
'.dew  of  Heaven,  as  elTential  to  general  peace  and 

happi-. 
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'  liappiaefs^  as  dew  torefrelh  and  moiftcn  the  pro- 
'  duce  of  the  earth.* 

.  Where  *  the  wprd  of  a  King  is,  there  is  perma* 
ncnu  ^^d'  falutary  power.  Truft  me^  my  friends^ 
it  is  equally  6tsr  duty  and  inUreft,  to  Jufport  that 
pawer>  and  not.  to  provoke  the  Lord>  by  diftoniem 
amd  diflention>  to  withdraw  that  earthly  ihield  of 
oat  defence  againft  the  horrors  <A  rebellion^  and 
vkked  ufurpation  :of  natural  inheritance^  and  legd 
rights.  We  may  profit  by  the  information  of  both 
profane  and  facred  hiilory>  as  alfo  by  the  woeful 
fcenes  of  bloodibed  and  ruin*  adliully  before  us> 
that  ^  civil  difcord  always  introduced  the  dev»ft- 

*  ation  oi  foreign  enemies ,  brought  confufion  into 
'  ilates,  and  diflblved  their  long  eftabliihed  forms 

*  of  government>  'till  by  the  re-efiablilhment  of 
*'  Royal  authority >  countenance  and  fupport  were 

*  again  renewed  to  all  the  fubordinate  powers  who 

*  in  the  language  of  infpired  writes,  may  be  juftly 

*  called  the  fUlaws  of  a  country;'  and  as  of  old 
die  holy  Prophet  thus  addrefled  the  oppofers  of 
fuch  government,  .and  the  difturbers  of  the  public 
peace,  S^ing  unto  tbefo^  deal  not  Jo  maJfy  (expofing 
the  folly  of  exalting  themfelves  againft^heirPrince^j 
fo  lie  exhorts  them  for  their  own  fakes,  to  humility, 
and  obedience. — But  while  we  contemplate  the(e 
pleafiint  images  of  union  and  pre^eri/y,  we  (hould 
remember,  that  the  hydra  of  infurre<^ion,  is  by  no 
means  crushed.  It  only  sleeps,  under  the  graci- 
ous reftraint  of  Almighty  power,  to  try  us  yet  a 
little  longer.  ShouId»he  be  pleafed  to  confoun4  th^ 
wifdom  of  our  fenators^  or  to  deftroy  their  unani- 
mity 
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mity  in  the  public  caiife>  the  monfter  wouid  in-* 
ilantly  (hew  its  ruinous  front,  and  prey  with  un* 
diftinguiihing  and  redoubled  fury  upon  the  devoted 
6bje<^  of  its  revenge,— That  wc  may  never  expe* 
rience  fo  horrible  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  let  us  all 
look  to  our  particular  fiiults,  and  labor  to  repair 
thofe  evil  courfes  which  are4ikely  to  involve  us  in 
the  general  ruin.  Let  us  crucify  the  affe&iaiu  andhijh, 
which  we  are  plainly  told  in  fcripturcj  will  render  it 
impoffible  for  us  t6  be  admitted  into  God*s  moft 
holy  kingdom,  and  for  whicb  the  wrath  of  God  is 
vifited  upon  the  children  of  Mjohei^ce.  And  let  U9 
pray  for  grace  to  cultivate  the  op)K>iite  tempers  and 
difpofitions,  which  alone  can  prepare  us  for  the 
enjoyment  of  heavenly  happinefs  (where  nothing 
impure,  or  that  maketh  a  He  can  pollibly  enter), 
and  reconcile  us  to  divine  care  during  our  earthly 
fbjouming.  Let'  us  make  it  the  chief  ftudy  of  this 
day  frivtaely  to  examine  our  former  lives ;  to  judge 
eurfehes^  that  we  be  not  finally  judged  of  the  Lordi 
to  probe  to  the  very  bottom  of  our  finful  hearts, 
and  eameftly  befeech  the  Lord^  (who  knoweth 
them  better  than  we  ourfdves)^  to  cleanle  them 
from  all  thofe  felfifh  principles,  which  fully  our 
v^Tj  bell  works,  and  if  not  eradicated,  or  at  lead 
fubdued,  will  prevent  our  being  temples  for  his  good 
fpirit  to  dwell  in,  and  of  courfc  deprive  us  of  ever 
becoming  pleafing  in  his  fight,  or  paying  him  fuch 
facrifices  as  can  be  acceptable  to  Him. 

But  perhaps  fome  of  you  may  juftly  fay  within 
yourfelveS)  all  this  is  good  aduice^  and  highly  proper 
to  be  ohferved^  but  how  to  perform  it  is  the  queftion ; 

we 


» 

JMothiii^  it  Bipm  trwj  mjr  hreihron*  Alttnd  ihefu 
I  befeech  you,  to  tke  onfy  rmi^  tbut  can  be  oflStroi. 
.We  muft. appiy^  to  Hi m, -who  alone  4s  both  able 
and  wilting  to  fave  us  from  deftnitftion.  If  jmi 
are  cffedually  Omwadyt  tbia*  you  have  happily 
arrived  A  great  ivay  towandb  ii  atrf.  Ta  m  (lays 
^Chrift)  if  pim  ^U  fonm  n  hUrven  $h4  i^rth^  ^ 
mw  can  c^m^  wto  tbt  Fatktr  hA  tbnmgh  m.  In 
other  wQrd^»  it  is  for  i>i^^^  that  God  has  my  m^y 
tovasds  us  finf^l  creaturca. .  And  it.  ja  alfp  through 
»thc  graced  or.  h^e^»  coiriQiufiicatkd  by  Chnft's  g^ift 
of  the  Holy  .Spiiriij  ift  conTecluoiice  of  his  merits, 
and  medktmi:  ch^t  we  feel  at  j(ny  time  at  all 
inclhted  to  cotne  to  him.  It  ifc  by  thefe  cords  of '/!nv, 
love  of  his  &i?^  and  in  him  ktve  ito  us^  (for  whom 
he  dted^}  that  the  Father  voochfafes  to  draw  ua  to 
his  fervic>d.;.this  he  does  in:  numeious  ways,  and 
meafuresi  according  as  hia  -wiidom'  fees  it  likely 
to  work  upon  us^.ior  our  good/  and  his  own  eternal 
giory ;  which' is  the  end  of  aU.hisiuiforks  of  nature, 
.and  of  grace:  Jn  purfuande  of  thii  grand,  and 
:  merciful  d^fign,  are  all  the  cutwarH  meoBs  of  grace 
propofed  to  us;  jDhe  light  and  purity  of  the  Gofpel 
precepts*  and  thefe  very  forms  of  public  humilia- 
tion, which  from  an  humble  fenfe  of.  what  is  due 
to  God's  exalted  maj/eft)»,  our  Sovereign  recom- 
mends fo  folcmnly,  to  be  obferved.by  all  his  Chrif- 
tian  fubjeAs.  Thefe  puWic  ads  .of  felf-dcnial  you 
have  been  fully  ftie«wni  sGbd:  ha^  ever  ajsprovcd  oi 
by  the  example  of  all  his  holy  Ph)phets,  and  xnt£- 
fcngers  of  old>  and  it  is  proper  to  attribute  to  the 

influence 
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influence  of  religious  principle  upon  the  hearts  of 
our  fuperiors,  this  very  neceflkry  duty  enjoined  upon 
MS ;  and  as  we  can  but  own,  we  are  by  nature,  verf 
avcrfe  to  ilridl:  and  pure  compliance  with  fuch  a 
method  of  appeafing  heaven,  we  muft  fall  low 
before  the  footftool'  of  the  Moft  High,  whom  we 
continue  daily  to  offend,  and  intreat  thai  Advocate 
who  ficteth  on  the  right  hand  of  his  dread  Majefty, 
to  intercede  for  our  acceptance,  and  to  pour  hU 
grace  into  our  hearts,  that  M'c  may  offer  6p  a  wil^ 
iiffg,  not  a  feigned  fervicc.  That  he  would  pleafc 
to  change  their  flinty  nature,  and  make  them  foft, 
and  forrowfuL  That  we  may  in  fuch  manner  a/\ 
as  readily  to  recm;e  his  help ;  ib  to  feek,  that  we 
may  furelyjforfit;  and  to  apply  {oeamefily,  that  a 
door  of  favor  may  be  opened  unto  us,  of  peaceful 
prcfcrvatibn  while  we  continue  itrr^,  and  everlafting 
glory  when  our  day  of  trial  is  over.  When  we 
have  once  exj>erienced  that  nKlting  influence  which 
is  neceffary  to  diffolve  the  hardnefs  of  our  natural 
hearts,  we  thenlhall  eafily  nWthem  in  2i  fpirituM 
fenje^  and  find  fafiing^  ^^eeping^  and  mourning,  not  only 
a  becoming,  but  a  pleafing  tribute  to  our  Divine 
Redeemer.  We  (hall  then  recall,  with  Chriftian 
faith  and  hope,  Chrift's  cheering  promife  in  St, 
Matthew,  Bleffid  are  ibey  that  fnourn,  for  they  fi^all  be 
comforted.  We  Hiall  then  be  made  fo  fenfible  of 
the  neceffity,  and  value  of  contrition,  that  inftcad 
of  thinking  it  hard  to  f aft,  or  mourn  (as  many  I  fcalr 
nov/  doj  even  once  a  year^  we  fliall  feel  inclined  to 
mourn  the  whol^  remainder  of  our  lives,  fo  that 
cur  forrow  at  lall  be  changed  into  joys  ttemal^    Such 

tears 
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tears*  make  happy  thofe  that  fiied  them  even  mw ; 
for  in  truch>  how  can  a  real  Ghriftian  forbear  to 
mourn  ?  It  is  a  valuable  mark  of  grace^  my  bre- 
thren^  *  to  feel  afflided  for  the  wickedncfs  of  the 
'  world  we  live  in^  the  many  dangers  that  furround 

*  us»  and  the  Ihexhauftible  corruption  of  our  owo 

*  hearts !     It  is  a  great  gift  of  God  to  feel  fearful 

*  of  lofing  his  favor,  and  left  we  fhould  wander 

*  from  the  ^raif  way.     All  genuine  faints,  that  is» 

*  real  Chriftians,  have  ever  flie3  tears  for  this/ 
And  if  not  always  affual  tears^  they  have  experiencd 
fuch  inward  groanixgs,  or  contrition  of  fpirit,  as 
eannot  properly  ie  uttered  by  any .  oulward  Jiffu, 
When  once  we  are  brought  to  think  as  wtjbtmld  do, 

*  it  will  be  difficult  fdr  us  to  rejoice,  as  long  as  we 
'  are  in  danger  of  lofing  all  mod  (fear  to  us,  and 
^  our/elves,   that  is,  omt  fouls  befides*     How  is  it 

*  poflible  to  avoid  concern  while  nothing  but  errtir, 

*  vanify,  tffences^  ingratitude^  and  difregard  of  Him, 

*  whom  only  we  (hould  love,  pr^fent  themfclvcs 

*  wherever  we  turn!  Grief  furely  is  due  to  fo 
*,  many  fad  occafions  of  forrow !    This  is  a  mourn- 

*  ing  f leafing  unto  God ;  He  himfclf  infpires  itf 
for  we  can  never  pay  it  till  He  has  touched  the 
heart  with  grateful  fonJUnlity  i  and  though  our  tears 
fliould  flow  as  rivers  of  water.  He  in  good  time 
ihall  wipe  them  all  away. 

But  let  us  attend  as  matter  of  further  admoni- 
tion, to  what  God*s  Bleffed  Son  obferves,  of  thofe 
who  a(5t  fo  very  differently  from  this  charader :  ff^ce 
-unto  you  that  laugh  now^  for  ye  fball  mourn  and  weep  \ 

that  is,  they  who  are  fo  though tlefs  of , the  only 

end 
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end  atfid  value  of  Vffc,  as  -wbolly  to  neglcA  tbdr 
€veriaftmg  iuterefis ;  who  fport  and  trijk  away  thdr 
d(rf  of  trial  I  thqr  will  have  caufe  for  enpiess  giieC 
and  lamentatioru  Again;  vce  mPo  you  that  mr€ 
rub,  far  ye  have  received  your  confolaiitm.  As  Acy 
valued  their  poiTeffions  fo  far,  as  they  gratified  cfacar 
ifWttd^reSy  independant  of  any  Chriilian  applicatioa 
of  them,  tbey  have  had  their  g9od  things ;  '  yet  mea 

*  feek  mirth,  and  riches,  as  objeds  valuable  in  ibem^ 

*  /ehes,  and  contributing  to  the  eilential  happine& 

*  of  their  exiftrnce :'  and  why  ?  becaafe  they  have 
^o  juft  rclddi  for  Chriilian  graces*  Chrift  aKb 
.faith,  Ueffidnre  tboje  that  weep  y  yet  men  dread  no- 
thing more  than  forrow.  The  fame  caufe  recurs  \ 
they  forget  the  fcriptural  charader  of  their  tjcm- 
poral  ilate,  that  in  the  world  thtyjball  have  tribubitiim^ 
But  trials  have  ever  been  found  the  lot  of  ChriA*s 
approved  fervahts,  and  be  afTured  that  nothing  is 
more  true ;  for  though  in  the  number  of  his  Difci- 
ples  there  are  many  who  are  trufled  with  a  compe- 
tent Ihare  of  this  world's  goods,  yet  tboJe  in  their 
heart,  endure  the  crofs  of  their  fuffcring  Matter; 
fbg  are  weary  and  heavy  laden  with  the  burden  tf  their 

fins.  They  are  wounded  for  the  foul  depravity  of 
ithegr  nature  \  •and  if  in  this  life  only,  they  hadhcfe  m 
Cbriji,  they  would  be  of  all  men  the  moft  mifemble^ 
although  their  outward  circumftances  are  eafy,  or 
even  opulent  I  for  thofe  they  confider  both  as  a 
fteward/hip,  and  an  arduous  trial,  to  employ  with 
uifc,  and  grateful  judgment.  Happy,  then,  my 
friends,  thofe  t^rs  or  forrows  which  flow  fiXMn 
grace^  which  wean  us  from  the  vain  and  flectiiig 

enjoy- 
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chj6yfheikts  of  this  unceftain  life^  and  work  in  tn 
the  defire  of  Chrift's  prbmiled^  rich'irewards,  ii 

.   Thus  have  I  fet  before  vou,  tn  the  fulleft,  and 

'plaineft  manner  I  am  altle^  the  juft  caufes  of  our 
prefent  fears ;  the  terrible  confequence  of  their 
cffedtS)  Ihould  they  be  infii&ed ;  the  only  poflible 
theans  for  us  to  avirt  tfiem ;  and  that  it  is  our  dutr 
and  intereft  to  eihploy  thofe  rneans,i»^  faiih/klfy. 
Laftly,  and  above  a lU  I  have  direded  ycki  howto 
qualify  yourfelves  for  the  very  nAility  of  erhploying 
them  to  any  good  purpofe*  Firft>  by  acknowledg** 
ing  your  own  infufficicncy  for  any  thing  that  i» 
good;  fecondly»  the  punilhment  we  have  all  ^- 

Jeroedi  and  thirdly,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  apply- 
ing to  Him,  who  alone  is  mighty  to  fave  from  tl^ 
hands  of  our  bittereft  enemies,  in  times  of  greatcft 
danger,  and  to  give  us  a  heart  both  to  wiil  and  to  in 
€f  bis^  good  plea/ure. 

JffiiBms^  are  among  the  choiceft  of  God'l  pre* 
fervations  from  final  ruin.  His  warnings  and 
corredlions  are  inilances  of  the  pureft  regard,  and 
fatherly  affedion.  We  may  always  judge  how  fir 
they  have  Wrought  their  defigned  effedt,  by  the 
degree  of  our  comiaion  of  iln>  and  the  fifteerity 

'  of  our  repentance.  All  would  gladly  be  delivered 
from  the  punijhment  of  a  nation  ;  let  all  depart  from 

'  thofe  tran/greffions  that  are  likely  to  oca^n  it.  Let 
us  take  comfort  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  text 
(which  we  muft  gratefully  confefs,  we  have  long 
unworthily  experienced)  i'bat  the  Lord  is  graeiiMS 

and  merciful^  fio'uo  to  anger,  ami  of  j^eat  kindnefs,  and 

repentctb 
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repentetb  bim  of  the  evil ;  and  therefore,  though  God 
may  fufTer  thofe  who  profefs  his  holy  worihip  to  be 
fometimes  delivered  into  the  hands  of  their  ene- 
mies for  the  challifements  of  their  finss  let  us  hope 
in  our  C4ffe^  it  is  only  to  fhow  us  our  tranfgreffions^ 
and  lead  us  to  repentance.  When  this  effed:  is 
wrought,  he  is  always  ready  to  avenge  their  caufe» 
He  repentetb  Him  of  the  evil,  and  avertetb  it,  that  is» 
changeth  his  purpofe  of  punifhment,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  creatures  bumbling  themfelves  be« 
fore  Him  :  He  is  entreated  for  tbe  land,  and  hecometb 
gracious  unto  bis  Jervants.  Therefore,  being  duly 
fenfible  that  all  redrefs  muft  flow  from  his  moft 
free  and  tender  mercy,  and  ytt  alive  to  that  refpeft 
his  High  and  Holy  Name  defcrves,  we  humbly  cry. 
Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  tby  Name, 
give  tbe  glory,  for  tby  goodnefs,'  and  tby  truth's  fake. 
Wberrfore  fbould  tbe  beatben.fay,  where  is  now 
THEIR  Gob  ! 

I  cannot  more  properly  conclude  our  prefent 
bounden  facrifice  of  forrow,  and  fupplication  to 
the  Moft  High ;  than  under  a  becoming  fign  of 
its  great  and  manifold  imperfecftions,  to  beg  God's 
needful  pardon,  and  favour  at  the  fame  time,  and 
in  the  penitential  language  of  the  pious  Pfalmift, 
to  fupplicate  his  forbearance  by  this  humble  prayer : 
O  remember  not  againft  us  our  former  iniquities,  but 
let  tby  loving  kindnefs  JjpeeSly  prevent  us,  for  we  are 
brougbt  very  low.  Ifelp  us,  0  God  ofaurfahation,  fat 
tbe  glory  of  tby  N4ime  §  and  cleanfe  and  deliver  usfrotif 
all  our  fins,  for  tby  gracious  merwf  fifke^  in  Jefus 
Chrifti  Amen. 

C  Q  SER. 
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Is^kiAH  Iviii.  u 
Oy  aJoud,  /fare  mi,  lift  nft  thy  wiu  IH»  a  tmmpei^ 

Matthiw  xxiv.  15. 

jjnoB  yt  tlHT^we  JMlfte  ibi  abomimawB  rfdifiiUHm^ 
(Jf^km  of  iy  J)09Mibe  Profhrt)  Jimdmg  in  $bi  H^ 
PldHii  wkofo  readab  /a  bim  undarftaiid. 

I  MEAN  to  ^ak  to  you  this  day^  my  bmhr^tt^ 
fronx  kotb  thefe  pafl^es  of  Hoiy  Scripture,  I 
)iave  i;jped  upon  ih^  firfi  text»  to  (hew  you  aor 
i^Qrpmtflion  aQ4  authority^  for  the  needful  tdiH  ^f 
^dmomfiouj  anc}  exb^rMiw :  and  I  hi|ve  made  choioe 
<if  the  (Uk^,  as  a  Aiiubie  p^ftign  of  God's  tvordjt 
%o  monkfH  you  %q  a  proper  f^nfe  of  the  impoitatip 
c^cafipn  of  ouv  stlfembling  heff  this  day«  The 
iH^l^nsfs  is  truly  urgfnu  ^nd  €nfui^  and  k  demqiiids 

C  c  a  Firft 
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Firft  then,  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  the  talk  of 
convincing  you,  of  the  heavy  charge  that  licth  on 
every  Pajlor,  no  lefs  than  of  the  incumbent  duties 
of  the  fiock^  over  which  he  is  appointed  overfccr ; 
that  fo  by  confidering  our  refpeSfive  obligations  to 
fervcour  Maker,  we  may  happily  be  difpofed  to 
corrcft  our  mutual  errors,  and  negledls,  and  ob- 
tain grace  to  walk  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  wbetber 
we  live,  we  may  live  unto  the  Lord,  or  wbetber  we  die, 
we  may  die  unto  the  Lard. 

If  you  turn  to  the  3d  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  17th 
verfe,  you  will  there  fee  the  peculiar  command 
given  to  the  minifters  of  Cod's  Word,  to  be  moft 
faithful  in  this  part  of  their  facred  office.  Son  of  man, 
I  have  made  thee  a  watchman/^  the  boufe  of  Ifrad, 
therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them 
warning  from  me.  For  (faith  the  Lord,  again  by  the 
word  of  the  fame  Prophet,  xxxiii.  7.)  if  the  watchman 
fee  thejword  come,  and  take  away  any  terfonfrem  amprg  - 
them,  he  is  taken  away  in  bis  iniqmty,  hut  his  bhod  will 
/require  at  the  watchman's  hands.  Nothing  cah 
be  more  expreffive  of  the  charader  of  a  minifler  of 
God's  word,  than  this  figure,  of  a  watchmak. 
Yqu'all  know  his  bufinefs  is  to  guard  againft  acci- 
dents befalling  thofe  who  flumber,  or  fleep ;  who 
rcpofe  in  his  vigilance,  trufting  that  he  will  point 
out  any  danger  as  foon  as  he  apprehends  it  is  at 
hand.  There  \s  another  ftrong  pailage  in  the  Old 
Tcftament  which  you  will  find  in  the  <zoth  chapter 
of  this  fame  book;  and  which  will  powerfully  provfc 
to  you  the  ntc^ty  th^i  is  laid  upon  us  to  be  meft 
Jmcere,  diluent,  and  earneft  in  our  conduft  in  this 

rcfpcft, 
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refpe(9:>  towards  all  committed  to  our  care :  j^ 
fbouy/an  tfman,  Jhalljpeak  my  words  to  ibem,  whether 
tbej  v^ill  bear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear.  And  is 
it  not  alarming,  my  brethren,  to  confider  what 
'  thefe  words  imparted:  nolefs  than,  lamentation; 
MOURNING;  and  WOE.  I  ^ill  only  mention  two 
paflages  from  the  New  Teftament  to  confirm  the 
fame  bounden  duty  on  our  partj  and  then  proceed 
to  the  main  fubjedt  of  my  intende'd  exhortation* 
on  this  particular  occafion.  St.  Paul,  in  his  id; 
Epiftle  to  Timothy,  excites  his  difciples  to  be  con^^ 
fiant  in/eqfon  and  out  of  Jeajon^  to  reprove ,  rebuke^  and, 
exhort^  with  all  long-fuffering^ ,  and  doSlrine^  that  is^ 
bearing  with  the  utmoft  dulnefs,  perverfenefs,  and 
thoughtlefsnefs^  of.  particular  perfons^  and  ftriving, 
to  awaken  and  convert  them,  by  every  pffible  plea^ 
that  the  word  of  God  contains.  And  in  the  former 
parts  of  the  chapter  he  fets  out  with  accounting  for 
the  necfffity  of  fuch  circumfpedion ;  for  this  reafon 
(fays  he)  you  are  to  do  it ;  that  in  the  lajl  da^s  perilous 
times  fi>aU  come.  Farther,  in  Ads  xx.  2  S.  he  thus 
^nxioufly  recommends  the  fame  duty  in  thefe  mol^ 
interefting  words.  Take  heed  therefore  to  your* 
SELVES,  and  to  all  the  flock,  over  which  the  Holy. 
Ghojl  hath  made  you  overfeers^  to  feed  the  Church  of 
Cody  which  he  hath  purcha/ed  with  his  blood.  '^In 
thefe  texts  are  contained  abundant  teflimony  of  thq 
vafl:  expediency  of  this  duty  towards  you ;  of  our 
full  authority  to  exercife  it  flriSly ;  and  of  the 
danger  to  both  our  fouls  if  we  negledb  it. 

From  the  paflages  juft  now  repeated  to  you>  we 
have  an  exadl;  defcription   of  the  dangers    tha( 

C  c  3  threaten 
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threftten  eur  country,  and  ivhich  wt  Mtt  met  th» 
dty  to  fuppliciatc  the  Alitiigtity  to  4^^/ from  M. 
Jk  the  lafi  days  pefihus  imes^wiU  Mm.  In  truth 9 
they  feem  to  be  nearly  att  oiir  door^  sind  the  nafttrml 
Confequence  (ihould  God  permit  the  fcdufge  to 
rbachiis}  muft  be  lamentat-ion^  MOijRNtM^  uni 
WOE  in  the  extreme. 

Having  upon  former  occafions  of  the  like  natint 
wilh  the  prefentj  mod  minutely  detaikd  th^  hfftorjr 
df  *aH  public  ads  of  abrftineiice,  and  htliniUation, 
and^at  the  fame  tiifne  ex^ptained  to  you,  iht  vnrious 
ent^s  ^hidh  have  <pik)Vdked  the  Lord  to>iKirtiten 
and  jiunifh  the  nations  of  old,  I  ilmll  n6W  cut  tke 
matter  very  Abort;  by  pronouhditig  lit  4hc^  tlMt 
fbiih  Vifita!i6ns,  eVer  w^re,  and  eUer  Mijff  tte  te- 
to  *the  prevailing  firifuliiefs  of  the  'people. 

We  have  tin  ^wakertittg  authority  in  ^Mdly  WWt, 
that  among  the  many  i^haftifemerifs  that  €he'4itfltf* 
greffions  of  diffefdht  nations  hdVe  dhifwh^dOwrn^frdili 
Heave^h,  the  mbft  tfrei&dfu!  <ha^e  alWay^lfeeii  tfadb 
^hi(fh  have  reachied  tht  cHui^fcfk ;  »iA  f^f^Wif 
obvious  reafdn ;  becaiife  -ibai  being  ^the  fbutltitn 
txrhence  all  Inftruiftidn  sind  g€k)d  crin  be  'titp^SM, 
that  God  i^  pleafed  to  beftow  upOn  his  creallilTes, 
ind  the  fecondary  iheans  of  traitaing  'them  for  hia 
fervice  both  here,  and  hereafter  %  \{  (bat  llrMm  be- 
comes corrupted,  or  ceafes  to  flow  in  thoie<:faaii^ 
hels  Which  will  readily  convey  refrelhmehCto'thMi, 
who  feek  the  pure  water-fprings  of  IfWth,  ind 
holinefs,  the  influence  ihuft  become  fatal  in  CoUfft 
of  time.  And  when  \V€  fee  whole  churches  tie- 
itroyed,  in  a  manner  on  ^  Jui§en^  what  ean  wc 

^      -  conclude 
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conclude^  but  that  thejr  were  efiemially  dcficitflt 
in  principle  or  pra^^ioe,  and  ripe  for  difftnidioh. 
Thus  we  read  of  ivhat  befel  the  early  Chrifltafi 
churches,  which  had  forfaken  their  firfi  tfforJcs ;  they^ 
previoufly.  were  moft  gracioufly  exhorted  to  repent, 
jbut  they  took  not  the  Divine  counfel ;  and  as 
fome  were  condemned  Cor  their  foul  apoftacy,  fb 
others  were  equally  rejefted  of  God  for  their  luke^ 
warmnejs^  and  indifference.  He^  therefore,  that  hatb 
tars  (faith  the  holy  Revelation)  will  da  tvelttd  hear 
nAat  the  Spirit  bath  find  to  the  cburche?  of  old  i  and  for 
the  woeful  account  of  which,  I  refer  you  to  the 
^d  chapter  of  the  book  of  Revelations, 

In  the  utter  defolation  that  hath  been  permitted 
of  kte  tp  overtake  the  whole  church  of  a  mighty 
l^ingdom,  we  have  an  immediate,  and  thorough 
warning  to  look  to  our  tmn  fate.  I  fhall  not 
prefume  to  enter  into  an  account  of  the  peculiar 
errors  of  that  particular  churchy  or  the  trefpalles  of 
her  members,  but  only  fuggeft  thofe  things  which 
feem  moft  to  infeA  our  own ;  and  which,  by  the 
Solemnity  of  the  Divine  Revelation  above  aAuded 
to,  promifes  a  fearful  rejedUon,  if  fpeedy  care  is 
not  employed  to  conciliate  the  Divine  favour }  for 
this  is  iht  fign  TcoAf entente  which  feem  to  fuit  otnr 
own  declining  ftate>  Becaufe  thou  art  lukewarm  (faith 
God,  in  the  flrongeft  language  of  contempt)  I  will 
utterfy  cafl  thee  tff,  andforfake  thee. 

'Happily,  we  are  yet  blefled  with  a  church  that 
emits  the  light  in  purity :  but  alas  I  how  many  ar^ 
there,  who  wilfully  fliut  their  eyes  againft  it.  itt 
fenfc,  we  may  truly  fay  of  her,  we  are  rich,  and 

Cc  4  incrtafed 
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imridfed  with  godds,  mi  have,  need  of  nothing :   but 

withal'  wc  muft  confcfs,  that  in  confequence  of  not 

employing  the  ileffing,   ivc  are  truly "  wretched,   and 

mjerable,  and  poor^  and  blind,  and  naked,  as  though 

wc  had  it  not.     That  is,  confidcring  our  moft  fin- 

fiil  ncgle<ft  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  our  bdi^ 

iukewarni,  or  indifFerent,  to  fuch  prodigious  be- 
nefits. 

For  every  infirmity,  and  delinquency  of  his 
creatures,  the  Almighty  in  the  boundlefs  riqhes  of 
his  mercy,  holds  out  a  kind  and  fovereign  remed^^ 
and  that  is  repentance.  Repent,  and  be  converted, 
that  your  Jins  may  be  blotted  out  when  the  times  of  re- 
frejhing  Jhall  come  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  But 
even  this  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  previous  con* 
dition  of  obtaining  it,  in  perfcd  purity,  and  to 
good  purpofe,  is  to  do  all  ixi  o\ix  power  to  poflefs 
it,  by  humble  and  hearty  confej^on  of  our  tranf*  * 
greflion,  and  provocation  of  the  Moft  High.  To 
this  immediate  ta(k  we  are  exprefsly  called,  my 
brethren,  by  the  folemn  fervice  of  this  day.  And 
that  the  work  may  therefore  take  due  tSeOt  upon 
us,  it  will  be  highly  profitable  that  we  fhould  come  . 
,to  fome  earneft  examination  oi  ourfdves^  and  rc- 
folvc,  with  God's  help,  to  put  away  the  fins  that 
do  moft  eqfily  bejet  us. 

Now,  as  an  exercife  of  fui table  humiliation  at 
this  feafon,  and  to  convince  you  that  we  are 
making  hafty  ftrides  to  univerfal  ruin,  it  may  help 
your  fpiritual  interefts  to  take  a  fair  view  of  fome 
of  the  moft  leading,  daring,  and  prevailing  vices  for 
which  we  arc  notorious,  as  a  nation  5  and  which»  if 

not 
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not  repented  of^  and  reformed j  will  as  furely  fubjed 
us^  to  Goc{'s  heavy  difpleafure  and  puniihment^  as 
it  has  done  other  offending  people^  in  all  ages  of  the 
world. 

Thefc  I  (hall  not  divide  into  feparate  claflfes  of 
puUic,  and  .prtvate  fins,  becaufe  as  the  community 
is  Compofed  of  individuals^  by  expofing  the  former, 
the  latter  will  naturally  be  brought  home  to  each 
particular  perfon,  who  is  unhappily  addidled  to 
them :  but  at  the  fame  time^  as  I  go  on  I  ihall  take 
the  opportunity  of  making  fuch  immediate  applied* 
tion  as  I  think  moft  nearly  concerns  our  own  piace^ 
and  perjons.  In  fo  doing,  the  confciences  of  all  who 
hear  me,  will  prove  competent  to  judge  of  their 
Mtmfiare  in  the  mifchief,  and  be  better  able  to 
determine  whether  there  is  not  real  reafon  to  be 
alarmed  I  (not  for  what  the  arm  offlejh  can  do  ahme 
to  hurt  us)  but  left  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty 
Ihould  employ  as^an  inftrument  the  force  and  enmity 
of  a  wicked,  and  powerful  people  to  punifh  our 
ingratitude,  and  humble  us  in  the  duft,  according 
to  the  variety  of  his  fore  threatenings  and  judg- 
ments recorded  in  his  holy  word.  And  for  this 
caufe  (as  He  fpeaks  Himfelf,  by  the  mouth  of  his 
Pipphet,)  thai  we  have  moved  Him  to  jioloujy  with 
that  which  is  not  God,  provoking  Him  to  anger  with  our 
vanities,  therefore  wiU  He  move  us  tojealoufy  with  them 
that  are  not  a  people,  (that  is,  a  profane^  vicious,  un-> 
believing  race;)  and  as  his  own  word  declares,  pro^ 
voke  us  to  anger  with  a  foolijh  nation.  This  is  the 
WARNING,  and  here  follows  the  judgment:  ^Thi 
Jwerd  without,  and  terror  within,  Jhall  deftrtrf  both  the 

youn^ 
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ycuHg  man  ditd  the  virgin  i  A9  fiuUiag  nlf9  with  dm 
mm  tfgrty  bairi^  D^t.  xxxti.  2i,  25*  After  whicfai 
zs  if  Ufnentii%  cbe  mifcries  of  his  gnieclefs  people^ 
and  deiirous  th^t  they  Ihould  efcapc  the  calamitiei 
and  horrors  of  intefttne  vaxj  the  Lord  cxprefles 
Himfelf  in  this  tender  Atain  of  ptdent  conuTa(eta<« 
tioif :  O  thai  ttky  were  ^mfe^  dM  tBey  underJUpd  dns, 
ihat  ibey  wmU  ^fjfider  their  iatur  end^  (that  is>  (b 
live  that  they  m^ht  \>tjii  to  die)  dwi  would  ibej  he 
kd  to  fkt  their  tri^  ready  in  dbe  Lard  their  raeic  rf 
defence,  ^then  iw»Jbctdd  one  £bqfe  a  thoufemd^  md  an 
put  ten  thoi^ttd  to  jHghti  exeept  their  rack  hadjdd 
them,  md  their  Lard  had  Jbut  them  upt  By  all  this 
i»e  are  tat^ht  the  hatde  is  not  aiuuys  to  the  ftfmtgt 
but  that  vidory  depends  upon  the  vodl  of  ba^nm^ 
}n  this  humble  confidonce»  afid  che  hope^hat  0(A 
wiH  proteift  and  fave  us»  wc  iiow  approach  cbc 
dirone  of  nneroy,  -^Xx^fe^mg,  mnmang,  ^/aApre^er^ 
fupplicat^ng  Him  to  avert  the  evils  we  have  fa 
juftly  defepved. 

But  to  (hew  that  ire  are  fincere  in  this  <Mff!f^finr, 
kt  us  now  proceed  to  refleft  upon  the  weight  of 
|>uni(hfnent  that  is  due  to  the  many  enormous 
f  ranfgreniions  6f  the  people.  And^^rft  I  b^  you 
to  judge  of  that  -mod  inopious  and  <fhockii\g  oiMtom 
of  profaning  the  name  of  she  Moft  High*  This 
fin  doth  daily  incret^  amot^ftus;  to  >the  dtigfwe 
of  our  religious  profeflions ;  4II  mgess  all  tiviikaxif 
nieo>  are  more  or  lefs  additfled  to  it.  ^x^  infimo 
jg}>  out  oaths  and  corAss,  and  in  this  ve^pedl  voaa 
be  truly  fiiid>  to  go  afiray  from  4he  womb.  Among 
thole -ii^hcfe  adwnuiges  of  cTcry'ikind  might  xcndcr 
;       .      3  *  decent 
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dfmt  ^Kon^  at  leaft  to  be  expeifted,  wc  ftt-- 
queiitly  aperlence  the  moft  (hameful,  and  fliameteft 
treffiafs  in  %\m  suticle.  Magiftrates,  who  by  their 
offi<5^  are  hourly  liable  (in  compliance'  with  the 
wholdbmelaws  of  the  land)  to  funiftp  their  iff  mors 
for  this  breach  of  veneration  for  the  Deity,  air  too 
dften  guilty  of  the  foci  oifenct  themj^vei^  agarnft 
v^bicfh  the  laws  of  God  and  nnan  are  fo  'exprefsiy 
and  juftly  levelled.  iNay,  it  is  a  troth  t<aiO  noto* 
rioiis  to  be  ^nied,  that  cwcnfamaks^  and  the^^rnif 
charaifter,  whofe  very  prtfince^  in  farmer  days,  v^as 
fuflkieiit  to  check  ^x^lieatbeniflb  habit;  ev^n  they 
are  not  exempt  irom  the  conftagicm  of  this  vile 
praAice.  At  .liie  fame  time  all  know,  and  fub« 
(cyibe  intpi^jKer,  tothetexprefs  command  forbidding 
this  foul  crime.  With  their  lips  they  cry,  IncKne 
our  beards,  O'Lard,  to  "keep  ihy  Uifoo%  2xA'hafoe  mercy 
on  our  failings  I  and  ^retuimi  immediatelyi^wfeh  their 
l^  ioj^n.  Thus  making  good  the  Pfalmift^  words, 
OUi  ofsbe&mt  mouth  proceed  ilefing  and  curfing.  The 
worflvp  of  fuch,  is  manifeftly  mBckery,  and  onlf 
help6  to  aggmvate  their  guilt,  and  harden  them 
from  repenting ;  »for  fbe  prayers  ff  the  toickid  arr  am 
ahomhMion  U>  tbt  Lord.  To  imprefs  your  minda 
vi^ith  the  atrocioufnefs  df  the  aft,  and  the  hateful- 
nels  of  it  in  the  fight  of  God  i  attend  to  a  few  paC- 
iages  of  holy  writ  which  fpeak  direftly  to  th^prc- 
fent  fubj^ft.  For  iccaufe  of  swEARrKC,  tbc  land 
meurnetb  ('faifh  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  xxm.  ip/) 
'and  their  courfe  is  evil,  and  sbcir  force  is  net  right,  (that 
Is,  both  their  councils  and  their  projedls  fball  not 
^fj^er}  for  Mb  prophet  aud  pfieft  arepfrofi0^  ^^ 
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m  my  houfe  have  I  found  their  wiekidnefs,  J^itb  the 
Lord.)  Again  J  He  declareth  by  his  fervant  Hofca, 
that  he  hath  a  controvcrfy  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Iand>  becaufe  there  is  neither  truth,  nar  merey, 
mr  knowledge  of  God  in  the  land;  for  iy  swearing^ 
and  lying,  and  killing,  andftealing,  and  committing  add» 
iery,  they  break  out,  (that  is»  they  defile  their  fouls 
and  forfeit  all  pretenfions  to  be  God's  fervants.) 
And  what  follows  declare  CoA'^  private  curfe  upon 
the  perfons  fo  offending.  jIs  be  loved  curfing,  fo  let 
it  come  unto  him ;  let  it  come  into  his  bowels  like  water, 
and  into  his  bones  like  oil*  Let  it  he  as  a  garment  that 
covereth  him,  and  as  a  girdle  wherewith  be  is  contimuJfy 
girded.  (Pf.  cix.)  And  on  account  of  the  great 
finfulnefs  of  this  pradice^  our  Blelfed  Lord  enjoin- 
eth  his  difciples  not  to.be  guilty  of  any  manner  of 
fwearing  in  common  difcourfe*  Swear  not  atoll. 
Make  ufe  of  no  raih  or  vain  oaths ;  much  lels  dare 
to  difhonor  that  Holy  Name^  at  which  the  earth 
irembles,  and  the  heavens  do  bow.  And  hence  I  would 
take  occafion»  my  brethren^  to  admonifh  you  againft 
the  ufe  of  this  mod  Bleffed  Name  at  all,  but  in  the 
Iblemn  exercifes  of  prayer.  We  have  an  example 
of  one  of  the  mod  eminent  chara&ers  of  this,  or 
any  other  country  for  learning,  and  exalted  virtues, 
who  never  uttered  the  name  of  the  Mod  High^  but 
with  a  pointed  paufe  before  it.  How  different  is 
the  common  pradice  of  the  thoughtlefs  Cbriftian  I 
Al  almoft  every  word,  and  on  the  moft  infignifi- 
cant  occafionsj  God,  and  Lord,  efcape  the  lips  <^  tbe 
gracdefs  multitude^  who  inconfiderately  blafpheitie 
the  facred  Majcfty  of  Heaven*    Your  cbildreii  and 

depeadU 
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dependants  follow  your  example,  and  from  their 
earl  left  years»  inftead  of  learning  reverence  to  the 
nanne  ,oi  the  Supreme,  they  become  hardened  in 
the  impious  habit  of  taking  bis  name  in  vain.  I  ihall 
conclude  this  head,  with  fubmitting  to  yourfehjfs,  if 
it  is  judged  by  Jehovah  himfelf  to  be  i^ng  his  name 
vainly ,  when  even  in  our  devotims,  we  are  not  dulf 
thoughtful  of  that  holy  bufinefs,  how  heavy  muft 
be  the  iin  of  proftituting  it  continuallyj  upon  the 
moft  trifling  fubjedts,  and  without  any  concern  for 
the  tranlgreflion  ?  The  ignorant^  and  dead  in 
trefpafles  and  fins,  may  foolifhly  fuggeft,  that  the 
intention  principally  makes  the  crime ;  to  which  the 
anfwer  is  as  ready, -as  conviBive,  viz*  that  the  com- 
mandment againft  it,  is  too  plain  to  be  miftaken 
by  any  rational  being ;  and  that  the  impiety  of  the 
habit,  doth  as  plainly  (hew  that  there  is  no  intentiom 
to  ohferve  it. 

Allied  to  this,  is  that  ftill  (if  pofHble)  more  ini- 
quitous iin  of  ferjury,  or  falfe  Jwearing,  which  adds 
d^nce  to  contempt  of  God's  High  Name ;  a  crime 
by  far  more  general  than  people  are  aware  of,  and 
equally  reprobated  in  the  book  of  Life,  as  caku- 
lated  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty. 
For  thus  the  Lord  fpeaks  by  his  Prophet  Malachi 
(iii.  5O  ^  ^^  ^^  ^f^fi  wisnefs  againft  tbefidfejwear^ 
ers,  who /wear  hy  the  Lord,  but  not  in  truth.  And  this 
is  the  peculiar  curfe  attending  it,  as  denounced  in 
Zechariah,  v.  3,  4«  Every  one  tbat/wearetb  JhdUbe 
gui  off,  and  the  cutfe  Jhall  enter  into  his  boufe  who 
8WEARBTH  FALSELY  by  my  name.  For  you  JbaU  not 
^ear  by  wy  namefalfefy,  (Jaifb  the  Lord)  Levit.  xix. 

la. 
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J  2.  ^  But  tow  vegajrdkfa  are  manf  of  all  tkcfe  U  w$. 
and  tJiceatenings^  ftri&»  and  dreadful  aa  they  are  ? 
Where  is  there  a  public  officer  to  be  found,  diat  is 
not  perjured>  in  Jome  dtgree,  in  the  fight  of  an  ^Ul^ 
furt  God^  and  his  owb  eartfcieHCi?  What  a  depth  ef 
iniquity  of  ibU  kindy  is  carried  on  in  all  the  Courts 
of  Law  by  men  who  have,  not  the  fear  of  God  before 
thdr  eyes?  Contpute  the  prodigioufly  growiag 
burthen  of  this  damning  offence  for  ages^  and  by 
miliums  of  tranfgreflbrs  in  the  Iand>  and  thenyau^ 
if  God  is  VfAJkm  io  anger,  and  whether  He  is  C9ctr^mf 
f  mark  wbai  is  done  amifs  ?  But  though  ijf  is  Img^ 
fi^ering^  and  of  great  ga&dnefs^'Vf:  muft  not  fuppofethat 
he  wiU  never  vific  us  for  thefe  things ;  you  hear,  that 
He  has  declaried  the  eontrary ;  and  it  is  our  duty 
and  intereft,  to  reform  in  time>  and  ft  rive  to  avert 
the  dreaded  judgment.  The  longer  He  in  mercy 
has  borne  with  our  provocations^  the  header  will 
be  the  chaftifement  if  we  do  not  repent ,  and  amend 
mxt  ways.  And  it  muft  be  evident,,  to  every  man 
^  ^#M0Kr  underftanding,  that  in  proportion  as  any 
of  us  are  addided  to  thefe  fins,  we  do  not  only 
provoke  God  to  vifit  us  with  variooa  donoeftic  cala- 
mities, ttjkknefs^  lofs  oi friends^  oifeeperty^  cnjef-- 
4um,  but  we  contribute,  with  other  ofifenders^  to  the 
(mpending  evils  that  await  a  iin&h  ^Oid  impenitent 
nation* 

The  next  enomioua  fin  that  prefents  if  ftlf  for 
our  coiifidentioa,  is  the  fcanda^us  proBmaCioB  of 
the  LoRD'a  Day.    Tho  univerfitl  breach  of  the 
fourth  commandmeat  is  a  mattex,of  juft  complainta 
and  concerni  to  every  pious  Chtiftinu    la  is  a  »« 

pra(ch 
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proacfa  CO  the  mannersbland  teligibn  of  out*  count- 
*tiy ;  and  if  not  refcftmtd.  Will  ultinaately  bring  a 
(gM^e  upon  it.  This^n^/^  Crefpafs  id  enough^  if 
petfifiii  inj  to  fqbj^  the  natlcn  to  the  fevereft 
marks  of  the  Divine  difpleafure.  Hallvtv  my  Jshr 
htths^  and  they  Jhall  he  a  fign  htween  me^  and  tbee^ 
faith  the  Lord.  Only  vifit  the  houfe  of  the  great, 
in  general,  in  the  metfopolia^  at  the  hours  of  public 
v^rlhip,  and  then  judg^  what  i^iov  there  is  of  thii 
coane&ion  betwetn  the  Creator^  and  his  creatures. 
SiONS  of  every  thing  moft  eppofiie  to  the.  holy  bu^ 
finefs  of  the  day  nta^  be  difcovered  in  themfelves 
and  fainilie6»  inftead  of  figns  i€  holy  rejl.  Vrtpa^ 
tfttioR  fox  fe^Aing,  ViGtingj  and  journeying^  but 
ftw>  (comparatively  with  the  number  of  thought^ 
left  Sabbath-breakers}  in  preparation  fortheySsit. 
^ce  of  God's  boufe.  The  crafik  of  the  world,  in 
various  pi^blic,  and  difgraceful  iaftances,.  goes  on 
the^^Mv^,  as  on  the  common  days  of  bufied  labor^ 
contnuy  to  politivelaw^  to  the  fpirit  of  royal  .pio- 
ctnimtion,  a^*  cfery  precedent  of  decency,  and 
piety ;  and  this  woukl  ttevef  be  the  cafe  but  for  the 
wi^gracftous  indi^erence  of  thofe  in  authority,  to^ 
wlurds  holy  things.  Nay,  if  you  vifit  the  churches^ 
even  tbePe,  we  Aall  behold  the  generality  nwre  oc^ 
c^ed  with  their  ^own  perfons,  or  dseir  neighbor* t 
^ifst  with  impertmebt  inquiries,  and  lKcdle& 
^dtitporinumt^  than  in  a  wary,  bumbk  demeanor,  or 
fervor  of  devotion^  As  greait  improprieties  (I  am 
^iorrow-  to  obfervt)  are  often  to  be  feen,  even  ia 
<#sitf/i:yc€H^egSittons,  wherpi;  in  truth,  through  freew 
4wn  c^infeGtipn  from  higher,  and  more  licentious 

example. 
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example^  Icfs  vitiated  miners  might  be  expcflcd, 
and  marks  of  genuine  piety  more  frequent.  But 
the  cau/e  of  indevotion  is  the  fame  in  all,  and 
XVEKY  WHERE.  Want  of  ftr^^eligious  cofrfiderar 
fian,  originates  in  want  of  ^r^r^j  and  want  of  grace, 
is  a  deficiency  of  pure  dejire  to  attain  it.  For  example, 
what  can  be  more  prepofterpus,  or-  foreign  to  the 
very  nature  of  all  religious  profeilion,  than  an  ha- 
bitual pradice  oijleeping  in  the  boufe  of  God.  To 
iatisfy  yourfelves  at  once,  of  the  horrible  indecency 
of  fuch  ftupid  negligence,  only  ingenuoudy  confefs 
what  judgment  you  would  pafs  upon  a  perlbn,  who 
under  a  ruinous  ftate  of  worldly  circumftances,  be- 
ing invited  to  a  public  conference  upon  the  moil 
important  iilterefts  of  himfelf  and  family,  Ihould 
i)e  fo  loll  to  decency  and  propriety,  as  to  compofe 
himfelf  to  fleep^  alnK>ll  as  foon  as  the  concerns  of 
his  difordered  affairs  were  opened  ?  Such  a  perfon 
furely,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  real  in- 
tcreft  in  the  proceedings^  and  much  lefs  to  deferoe 
tenefit  from  their  decijion.  The  only  apology  for 
fuch  extraordinary  behaviour,  even  among  men^ 
would  be  the  influence  of  bodily  malady^  it  being 
almoft  impoflible  to  find  an  inflancc  of  fuch  rude- 
nefs  or  imbecillity  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  our 
'<;ondu&  towards  each  othen  But  when  we  con- 
fiderwHOM  we  flight,  and  tvbat  we  lofe,  by  fuck 
unpardonable  remilTnefs  under  that  roof,  where  the 
Savior  of  mankind^  the  eternal  word,  declares  He 
ever  is  prefent ;  and  his  Holy  Angels  waiting  to 
record  our  prayers  and  praifes :  it  fliould  make  meft 
ihudder  to  be  guilty  of  iueh  repeated  errc»v,  and 

wilifuily 
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wilfulty  to  yietd  to  fuch  proline  indoflgence.  I 
fiiali  clofe  this  inftance  of  moft  unchriftian  conduft  . 
with  the  rebuke  of  the  Apofile  on  another  occa«» 
fion>  who  applies  this  deferved  reproach  to  the 
oflender :  IVbai^  baoe  ye  not  houses  to  eat  and  drink 
inf  which  accufation  may  equally  apply  to  thofet 
whg  when  at  churchy  are  more  inclined  to  fieef^ 
than  pray. 

There  is  another  unholy  pradice  to  which  fome 
are  given^  and  whichj  though  happily  not  (b  fre-^ 
qucnt^  is  no  lefs  irreverent,  and  thoughtlefs  in  the 
extremcj  and  that  is  when  people  abruptly  leave 
the  congregation  in  the  niiddle  of  the  fervice  on 
being  fent  for  by  relations  or  acquaintances*    No^ 
thing  can  exceed  the  grofliiefs  of  this  affront  ta 
God.    Nothing  but  life  and  deaths  or  the  fudd^n 
illneis  oi  a  friend,  can  poflibly  excufe  fuch  xnoii« 
ftrous  violation  of  all  religious  order.    To  fee  it  in: 
its  proper,  and  truly  diigufting  light,  only  make 
the  cuftom  of  the  worlds  again  the  rule  of  meajuring 
the  offence.     Now  were  you  regularly  invited  tq 
theTeaft  of  a  fuperior,  and  in  the  midft  of  his  choice 
provifions  for  your  entertainment,  you  were  fud^ 
denly  to  ftaft  up,  (difturb  the  company,  with  the 
conjeiSxire  at  fuch  grofs  behaviour)  and  leave  t)ie 
room  in  preference  of  fome  idle,  infignificant  em« 
ploymcnt,  what  opinion,  think  you,  would  be  pafled 
upon  fuch ^r^ii^^  infultingcondudl?  Svck  agueft, 
I  apprehend,  would  hardly  be  aflted  again.  Whereas 
the  dread  Lord  of  Heaven  and  earth,  although  io^ 
rudely,  and  ungratefully  infuked,  dill  bears  wi^ 
tho  repeated  provocation ;   invites  afreih  th<i  ua- 

D  d  worthy 


40^  .     .   .    A  SERMON  FOR 

^vorthy  tran^rcflbr^— warns  him  to  confider,  and 

repent^  and  affords  him  time  to  corred  his  errors, 

and  repair  his  foul  ingratitude.  Surely  fuch  boundlefs 

mercy  fiiould.both  Jhame  and  /often  men's  ungodly 

manners.     If  .your  connexions  have  no  more  grafcc 

jthan  to  violate  the  Sabbath  at  home^  nor  to  take 

advantage  of  an  opportunity  of,  in  yow^  degree^  r^- 

f  airing  their  offence  by  ferving  God  abroad^  let 

thefti  ^ait,  /till  your  own  jufthomage  is  difcharged, 

and  then,  r^jprwv^' them  feridufly  for  their  woeful 

want  of  thought ;  let  not  their  impiety  contaminate 

your  behaviour,  but  reproach  them  in  the  language 

of  the  Apoftlp ;  JVbether  it  be  right  in  the  ftght  ef 

God^  to  attend  unto  men  more  than  unto  God^  judge  yet 

(Aifls  iv.  15.)  \  ir  mere  worldly  buiinefs   is  the 

caufe  of  fuch  ipterruption,  the  fin  is  aggravated  by 

doubly  breaking  the  Lord's  commandments ;   and 

tbdftif entente  not  fuccefs^  muft  finally  be  cxpedcd 

.on  fuch  mifcondud.     If  people  were  refolute  in 

Jofhua's  determination^    that  they  and  their  houje 

Jhould/erve  the  Lord,  their  acquaintance  would  not 

hazard  a  vifit,  that  they  knew  would  be  unwelcome, 

.and  you  would  be  in  fome  meafure  inftrumental  to 

preventing  their  abuling  the  Sabbath  Day,     O!  did 

y^t  but  confider  duly,  what  it  is  to  live  to  all  eter^ 

Mfty,   in  happine/s,   or  mi/ery,   inconceivable,   we 

•ftould  not  fo  lightly  regard  the  means,  of  obtaining 

dnff  ziid  avoiding  the  other.   It  is  impoflible  to 

:pay  too  much  refped:  to  the  Lord's  Day.     Without 

.It.'we  can  lay  no  juft  claim  to  any  vital  religion. 

;it  is  the  foundation,  and  nurfe  of  all  our  growth  in 

^ietjfs'    For  this  reafon  alfo,.  you  cannot  be  too 

careful 
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careful  in  training  your  children,  and  dependants  to 
an  exadl  obfervance  of  its  public  duties,  and  private 
refpeft  for  its  holy  appointment.  In  their  cate- 
chifm  you  alk  t|icm,  year  after  year,  thi5  eafy,  ufe- 
ful  queftiort.  Is  playing  on  the  Sabbath  day,  confiftent 
with  keeping  it'  holy  ?  Yet  alas  !  how  few  are  at  all- 
concerned  in  what  manner  their  carelefs  offspring 
pafs  this  holy  day?  They  (hould  never  be  fufFered 
ro  indulge  their  ufual  innocent  fports  upon  iht 
Sabbath  day;  you  ftiould  keep  them  in  your  fight 
as  much  as  poffible;  employ  them  at  their  books, 
hear  them  their  catechifm,  and  prayers,  talk  to 
them  diferious  things  \  reach  them  fhort,  and  eafy 
hymns,  and  leflbns ;  keep  them  at  home,  and  fend 
them  rather  earlier  to  reft,  than  on  a  common  day.- 
By  this  method  they  will  remember  their  Creator  in 
the  days  of  their  youth.  They  will  grow  up  an  ho- 
nour and  happinefs  to  your/elves,  and  you  will  be 
bleft  by  them  when  you  meet  the  enemy  together  iH 
the  gate.  On  the  contrary,  by  not  training  them  up 
in  the  way  they  Jhould  go,  (in  this  refpeft  efpecially')^ 
they  will  moft  likely  become  a  burden,  or  difgracc 
to  you  here,  will  forfeit  the  protedlion  and  bleffing 
of  Heaven,  and  Ihould  you  meet  in  endlefs  dark-. 
ncfs,  they  will  add  to  your  eternal  torment,  in  the 
mutual,    but  unavailing  wifb,    that  they   had 

NEVER  BEEN  BORN. 

So  alarming  has  been  the  increaling  evil  of  dif- 
honoring  God's  Sabbath,  that  a  few  year's  back, 
God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  fome  confideratc 
chriftians,  in  different  places,  to  endeavor  to  check 
the  dreaded  anger  of  the  Almighty  in  confequcncc 
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of  this  general  profanation^  b/  ellabliihing  Suwdap 
fcbools^  whereby  provifion  might  be  nude  in  future 
timej  for  more  refpedt  to  this  mod  holy  day.  Great 
has  been  the  fuccef^i,  and  benefit^  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  of  thefe  mod  pious  and  awful  infti* 
tutions*  Being  founded  (oKely  on  a  principle  of 
honouring  God's  n^me^  they  muft  fuccced.  Where 
proper  mailers  and  miftrefTes  can  be  procured,  who 
have  a  religious  confcientioufnefs  of  their  duty  in 
the  bufinefs,  much  valuable  knowledge  may  be  ob« 
tained  in  courfe  of  time  by  fuch  pcoviiion.  But  if 
nothing  elfe  is  learnt,  a  habit  of  venerating  the 
Sabbath  from  their  earlieft  years ;  of  being  prevented 
from  idlcnefs^  and  niifchief  on  that  lacred  day;  is 
iWe  to  be  cflfeded :  and  where  lefs  benefit  is  de-> 
rivedj  than  the  xieiign  is  calcylated  to  produce 
it  is  greatly  owing* to  the  inattention  of  thofe* 
whofe  pofitive  duty  it  is,  as  members  of  the  com- 
munity, to  fupport,  infpcitj  and  regulate  thefe 
Burferies  of  piety  and  good  order.  It  is  ihtfarentU, 
exprefs  concern,  and  intcreft,  that  their  children 
ihould  never  mifs  attending ;  and  woe  be  to  all  who 
difcourage  or  negled  fuch  happy  opportuaities  of 
promoting  good !  But  how  hard  is  it  to  perftuule 
Jome  of  the  necefTuy  and  value  of  thefe  reftraints  on 
vice,  and  the  benefits  to  be  expcdied  from  an  ad-* 
vancement  in  religious  duties!  Perhs^ps  you  would 
hardly  believe  it,  unlcfs  the  authority  come  fimn 
this  place,  but  I  have  good  grounds  for  the  truth 
of  the  alTertion ;  that  in  a  parifti,  which  you  all 
well  know,  for  the  charader  it  has,  of  charitable 
adiftance  from  9//^rr/ ;  even  in^Mfi^  aplace^  where 

4  ^ 


A  GENERAL  PAST,    FEBRUAItY  2^^    1795*      4^^ 

the  pariihioners  experience  fo  general  an  advantage^ 
the  Minifter  had  not  influence  to  raifc  a  contribu- 
tion of  three  fartbings  per  week  each  among  the  moft 
fubftantial  farmers  ^,  though  he  has  fupplicated  it 
for  years,  and  ufed  every  poflible  argument  and 
method  to  perfuade  them  of  the  expediency  and 
value  of  the  work.  How  can  any  people  expeft 
fiivor  from  Heaven,  while  trefpafling  in  fo  many 
grievous  inftances,  and  continuing  dead  to  the 
means  of  encouraging  veneration  to  the  fahbaih,  and 
the  honor  due  to  our  Divine  BenefaHor!  Surely, 
wherever  fuch  ungrateful  indifference  ex  ids,  there 
is  mournful  caufe  to  rake  up  the  language  of  the 
text ;  fo  cry  akud  and  [pare  not. 

Permit  me  to  remind  you,  my  brethren,  ofano^ 
tber  great  irregularity  and  very  ferious.  failing,  that 
too  generally  prevails  amongft  us  in  the  courfe  of 
God's'  folemn  fervice.  I  mean  the  late  attendance 
of  many  on  the  worlhip  of  their  Maker.  I  need  ufc 
but  few  words  to  conviiice  you  of  the  great  inde- 
cency of  this  pra(5iice ;  you  muft  be  equally  fenfible 
alfo,  that  thereby  you  lofe  the  benefit  of  the  moft 
incumbent  and  valuable  part  of  the  holy  fervice  of 

« 

'^  ^  This  was  intended  as  a  prcfiffiomd  rebuke  to  part  of  the  congre- 
gatioQ»  who  had  a^ually  been  deficient  ia  this  nfeiy  arikU.  To 
mention  all  the  cifcamft^nces  that  would  aggravate  this  exception- 
able condo^,  might  be  improper ;  and  what  rendered  it  more  extra* 
9rdiwary^  Was  the  general  good  chara^r  of  the  farmers,  and  their 
midineft  on  9iher  occafions  to  attend  to  their  Miniver's  propoftls ; 
lor  thongb.  fome  were  perfe^r  Icniibic  of  the  propHetjf  and  mje  of 
the  inftittvtioa,  and  ijpoke  highly  in  lu/avor,  none  could  be  con« 
vinoed  of  the  grace  ind  happinefs  of  being  /r/i  in  a  good  tzufc, 
and«  for  want  of  a  good  example »  all  declined. 
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the  churchi  tht  joins  tonfeffion  of  your  fins,  in  com-* 
jnunion  with  your  fellow  Chriftians;  God's  promife 
of  their  pardon  by  the  mouth  of  his  Minifter ;  be- 
fides  the  certain^  and  vexatious  confequences  to 
every  devout  Chriftiani  of  being  difturbed  in  their 
prayers  and  praifes  to  their  DivincProtedor.  I  do 
iTiofl  earneflly  exhort^  and  affeftionately  entreat 
you,  my  dear  friends,  to  weigh  the  extreme  impro- 
priety and  offence  of  fuch  a  habit,  aad  labor  to 
irorreft  it.  For  the  comfort  oli  Jomc  who  hear  me, 
you  have  their  becoming  example  of  a  very  different 
pra(5lice,  by  their  timely  attendance  before  the  fer- 
vice  begins.  Surely  people  do  not  think  at  all^  or 
they  muft  be  fenfible  of  t\y€ abjurdity^  as  well  as  guiti 
of  fuch  remiflhefs  in  holy  things.  Wifdom  and 
duty  fliould  direft  us,  that  on  the  contrary  we  (hould 
rather  be  earlier  in  God's  houfe,  than  after  his  wor- 
ihip  is  commenced  ;  for  who  can  be  too  well  pre* 
pared  to  meet  the  prefcncc  of  the  Deity  ?  And  how, 
in  hurry  and  confufion,  can  the  mind  be  equal  to 
its  becoming  compofure^  and'  reverence  of  godly  ado- 
ration? If  unhappily  any  of  you  are  not  duly 
'fenfible  of  the  difrefpect  of  fuch  behaviour  towards 
the  dread  Majefty  of  Heaven  and  Earth;  let  me 
once  more  recommend  to  you  to  try  the  groflhefs 
of  a  fimilar  treatment  even  of  our  worldly  fuperiors. 
None  among  you  can  be  fo  wholly  ignorant  as  not  to 
know,  that  nothing  argues  more  contempt  even  of 
man's  authority,  and  natural  right  to  certain  marks 
of  honor,  than  to  <;omc  to  an  eiltertainment  when 
it  is  half  over ;  or  to  difturb  a  ferious  converfation 
by  noife^  or  any  unmannerly  interruption ;  but  O ! 
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where  is  the  proportion  between  the  reverence  dud 
to  HiM^  who  made  and  bought  us,  the  infinite 
Majefty  of  Heaven,  at  whofe  voice  all  nature 
trembles,  and  obeys,  and  the  ordinary  homage  paid 
tofinfttl  duft  and  ajhes  !  Would  that  I  could  imprefs 
all  who  thus  offend,  with  a  juft  fenfe  both  of  the 
error,  and  guilt  of  fuch  proceedings  !  But  /  can. 
only  point  them  outs  /am  loaded  with  infirmities 
and  failings  as  well  z&  others i  and  God  alone,  (whofe 
honor  I  would  excite  you  to  exalt)  mud  be  applied 
to  if  you  wifli  to  change :  and  as  one  (lage  towards 
that  blefling,  I  Ihali  clofe  this  portion  of  my  dif^ 
courfe,  and  this  particular  head  of  it,  with  fugged- 
ing  an  improvement  in  the  manner  of  the  df^votions 
of  many  which  I  am  confident  would  4^  thefpirit 
of  our  religious  addrc(|cs;  which  is  far  more  be- 
coming the  condition  of  dependant,  finful  crea- 
tures, and  confcquently  muft  be  better  pleafing  to 
the  dread  Sovereign  of  all  nature ;  I  mean  the  jx)f- 
ture  of  KNEELING,  inflcad  of  Jlanding,  ov  Jilting^ 
while  in  humble  fupplication  for  grace,  and  pardon, 
at  the  hands  of  the  Almighty.  I  do  not  mention 
the  omiflion  of  this,  as  a  matter  oipofttive  criminality 
(for  the  heart  is  the  feat  of  prayer,)  but  would  only 
affedlionately  intimate  the  evident,  and  far  grc-ater 
propriety  of  the  more  fubmiffive  attitude.  .  And  as 
all  men  like  a  reajon  for  what  is  propofed  to  them,  I 
will  b^  your  attention  to  a  few  fhort  remarks  upon 
this  article,  fupported  by  fcripture. 

Firft ;  it  muft  be  obvious,  that  there  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  any  good  argument  advanced  \s\vj^m(men 
ihould  fubmit  to  this  more  becoming  pofture  in  their 

D  d  4  prayera 


40t  A   SERMON    FOB. 

prayen  to  God^  than  our /ex.    AreVe  not  all  equally 
indebted  for  his  mercies,  and  in  need  of  his  for* 
givonefs  ?    Why  then  this  diftindion  in  the  mode 
of  approaching  our  heavenly  Benefador?    It  can 
only  be  accounted  for,  by  cujlem;  and  that  com* 
tnencing  from  early  years,  apd  want  of  due  religi- 
ous training ;  but  when  we  come  to  years  of  under^ 
Handings    bumilUy^  fi^ty»    &nd   gratiiudi^     ihould 
triumph  over  ^v^ry  indevout,  or  unbecoming  habit* 
When  >ve  petition  our  lawful  Sovereign  for  any 
favors  in  teftimony  of  our  fubjedion,  and  refpefi, 
we  approach  his  prefence  with  a  bend^  kneei  and 
iball  we  refiife  to  fall  low  before  the  footftool  of 
Abmgbty  gr^ue  f    Every  man  of  common  fenfe  maft 
fee  the^r^^  reafon  of  humbling  ourfelves  before 
the  Kino  of  Kings.    Nay  the  very  extraordinary  of- 
fforancc,  in  the  cmgnpgaticm,  fuificiemly  declares  the  y 
impropriety  of  not  employing  an   unifottniiy  of 
fofture  in  divine  worfhip ;  for,  to  {ttjme^  on  their 
knwi  more  ereSt ;  and  part  in  the  mod  difdainful, 
and  irreverent  attitude,  during  the  mod  humble  pnK 
teftation  of  our  general  unworthinefs,  and  the  moft 
folemn  intreaties  for  divine  afliftance,  it  (hould 
feem  as  though  4iU  were  not  equally  jerry  for  their  fins, 
and  defirous  of  the  needful  help :  that  iomt  had 
not  fo  much  occalipn  as  others  to  cxpreis  fuch  ^ns 
of  humiliation  and  refped.    Still  it  may  be  faid, 
this  is  man^s,  weak  judgment  only.     In  order  there- 
fore that  you  may  want  no  aigument  to  eftablii^  the 
projiriety  of  the  phfervation*  and  tg  convince  you 
that  kneeling  at  our  devotion  isthe  moil  decent»  and 
requifite  attitude  of  Cbrifiians  to  omployt   I  flisll 
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beg  your  attention  to  the  following  authorities  from   . 
Ood's  own  word.     The  ytvj  firft,  indeed^  include* 
i^  whole \  for  in  Luke  xxii.  41 ,  we  hare  an  ex- 
timple^  that  implies  commands  Jesuz  kmeled dotvn 
and  prayed.     In  |iis  office  of  man's  reprefentatroe^ 
He  thus  approaches  His  Father,  and  our  Father, 
HIS  God,  and  our  God.    Hear  the  Supreme  Him^ 
^EiF,  (Ifaiah  xlv.  23.)  /  have  fuoom  iy  mjfelf,  the 
word  is  gone  out  of  my  month  in  right eon/nefs,  andfiaU 
not  return,  that  unto  me,  every  knee  Jball  how.     It 
hath  ever  been  the  potture  of  God's  moft  faithful 
fervants  in  their  devotion,  firice  He  firft  revea:led 
himfelf  to  man :  we  read  of  Daniel,  That  be  kneeled 
m  Im  knees  three  times  a  day  and  prayed^    Nay  we  are 
enjoined  by  the  exprefs  order  and  rubric  of  our 
church,  to  addrefs  the  Almighty  Lord  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  meekly  kneeling  on  our  knees i  according  to 
the  pious  pradlice  and  exhortation  of  the  Pfalmift, 
O  come  let  us  fall  down,  and  kneel  before  the  Lord  our 
Maker.     For  this  caufe,  (fays  the  Apoftle,)  I  bow  my 
knees  before  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  0mjl  *,  and 
much  more  as  Chrijlians,  are  we  bound  to  teftify 
this  mark  of  adoration  to  the  Holy  Trinity;  for  as 
our  religion  teaches  us  that  we  can  approach  the 
Majefty  on  High,  but  only  through  the  mediation 
of  his  beloved  Son,  our  advocate  in  Heaven,  in. 
now,  being  feated  on  the  right  hand  of  his  Father^ 
and  having  all  authority,  and  rule,  and  power,  it : 
behoves  us  to  conform  to  the  ApoiVIe's  injrfnftion, 
and  confef^  in  aSlion,  as  weli  as  words,  ^at  at  tb^' 
Mamejof  Jefus  ^ery  kneefidB  bow,  of  things  in  heaven^ 
md  things  in  earthy  andihings  mnkr  fbt  earth,  and  that 
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evern  tongue  Jhould  confejs  that  Jefus  is  the  Lord^  to  tU 
glory  of  God  the  Father.  , 

t  could  wifti,  therefore,  my  dear  friends,  that  you 
would  lay  this  valuable  and  affedionate  advice  to 
htart ;  and  depend  upon  it,  in  complying  with  the 
holy  ledbn  1  have  delivered  to  you  on  the  fubjcft, 
j^ou  will  find  the  benefit  to  your  own  fouls  both 
«^w,  and  when  your  day  of  trial  is  paji :  when  in 
heaven,  to  all  eternity,  your  employment  and  hap- 
pinefs  will  in  great  meafure  confift,  of  the  moft 
'  bumble  and,  willing  adorations  of  that  gracious  glo- 
rious Being,  that  hath  created  and  redeemed  you ; 
where,  with  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  and  the 
whole  heavenly  hoft,  you  fhall  be  i^iduced,  in  grate- 
ful wonder  at  your  deliverance,  to  fall  down  and  wor- 
finp  before  the  throne^  and  before  the  Lamb,  crying^  Hofy, 
Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  «, 
and  is  to  come. 

I  have  but  one  more  article  to  mention  as  more 
particularly  relative  to  the  bufinefs  of  this  day^  and 
with  which  I  Ihall  finifh  my  difcourfe  at  prefcnt. 
It  hath  been  noticed  in  the  public  prints,  and 
with  much  Chriftian  judgment,  that  at  a  time  of 
fuch  univerfal  appreheniion  for  the  fafety  of  the 
kingdom,  it  would  afford  a  facrifice  of  fweet  fmcl- 
ling  favour  to  the  Almighty,  did  every  pious  family 
adopt  the  cuflom,  at,  a  fettled  hour,  either  of  morn- 
ing, night,,  or  both,  to  put  up  a  Ihort,  humble, 
and  earned  fupplication  for  God's  blefUng  on  our 
arms,  and  for  deliverance  from  our  enemies.  Such 
a  mark  of  humble  confidence,  in  God's  power 
and  goodnefs^  cpuld  not  fai)  to  have  ^n  happy 
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cfFed.  At  all  events,  it  would  ibpport,  and 
flrengthen  our  own  faith ^  and  lit  us  tp  meet  the* 
divine  decrees,  with  fuitable  gratitude,  of  pure  fub- 
miflion.  The  recording  AngeH  will  with  joy  deli- 
ver in  fuch  a  becoming  tribute  of  national  co%* 
trition,  and  becoming  truft  in  God's  mercy ;  and 
while  permitted  to  repofe  fecurely  in  tJic  bofom  of 
our  family^  we  ihould  enjoy  the  confcioufnicfs  of 
having  done  our  duty.  No  form,  on  this  occafion« 
can  be  more  proper,  than  that  employed  by  us  in 
the  puilic  worjbip ;  it  is  concife,  plain,  and  fcriptuiaL 
This  pradlice,  therefore,  I  would  likewife  recom- 
mend to  all  who  ferioufly  think  upon  the  hazardous 
condition  of  the  times. 

To  conclude.  Take  heed,  my  brethren,  I  be- ' 
feech  you,  that  you  make  not  a  mere  formal  bufinefs 
of  this  day's  engagement.  If  the  offering  is  univer- 
Tally  iincere,  and  fruit  attends  our  ferious,  general 
profeflions,  good  to  the  land  will  certainly  accrue ; 
and  even  as  far  as  the  humiliation  is  individually 
pure,  the  blelfing  will  be  vifited  upon  our  owH 
fquls.  But  if  you  confider  it  only  as  man*s  ordi- 
nance, and  negle<fl  the  important,  holy  deiign,  of 
this  day's  fervice,  it  will  then  only  add  to  our 
former  fins  and  provocations,  both  of  a  public,  and 
private  feature,  and  we  Ihall  have  ndthing  to  expeA, 
but  fpeedy,  juft,  and  heavy  puniftiment.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  and  to  leave  a  due  impreflion  on  your 
minds,  of  a  confequence  fo  truly  df^^dful,  take 
God's  own  words  upon  the  fubjefb,  and  meditate 
upon  them  in  your  hearts,  at  home.  Do  they  pro* 
voke  me  to  anger  (faith  the  Lord  ?)  Do  tbey  not  Merely 
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i^$y  themfi/hiSi  to  the  tinfufim  tf  their  im  faces  f 
Thus  again,  God  upbraidcth  the  whole  of  a  merely 
outward  fervice*  Bring  no  more  vain  ohiations,  incet^ 
is  an  abomination  to  me,  (meining  the  mere  flattering 
leHict  of  the  Rps.)  Tie  ealling  of  aJfemiUes  Icmmot 
fut  up  with,  (that  is,  fuch  days  as  tbefe,  when  thfy 
are  unduly  kept.)  //  is  iniquity  even  thejblemn  meet^ 
ihgi  that  is,  the  more  folemn  i\it  preienfions^  if  void 
t>f  genuine  repentance,  and  refolution  to  am^nd,  die 
greater  the  offence  in  the  fight  of  infinite  purity. 
Wherefore  when  any  people  perfift  in  fuch  danger- 
ous mockery,  God  moftjuftly  exclaims,  as  follows, 
Sh^U  I  not  vijit  for  thtje  things  ?  And  foall  not  wj 
Jbtd  be  avenged  of  fuch  a  nation  as  this?  Thus  alfo 
He  accounts  for  his  feveral  judgments.  Tourin- 
juities  have  turned  away  all  good  things,  and  your  fas 
have  fvithholden  them  from  you.  He  then  in  meicyi 
dire6ts  to  the  cure.  Jjl  for  the  old  paths,  wbetm 
is  the  good  way,  a}id  walk  therein,  and  ye  flfaUfind  rtft 
for  your  fouls.  But  they f aid,  we  will  not  xoalk  tberoK. 
Alfo  Ifet  watchmen  over  you,  faying,  hearken  to  the 
found  of  the  trumpet,  but  ye  would  not  hearken^  tker^ 
bear  ye  nations,  and  know  ye  congregations  that  art 
among  them,  that  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  people, 
the  fathers  and  fons  together,  the  nei^bor  and  his  fried 
fbaUperifh.  Even  the  hufband  and  wifefiaU  be  taken, 
and  I  will  pour  out  my  fury  upon  the  very  children,  and 
their  houfes  and  their  fields,  and  their  wives  will  I  pot 
unto  others.  I  will  Jtr  etch  out  my  hand  on  the  istbabita^ 
of  the  land,  and  raife  up  a  great  nation  againfi  them, 
who  are  cruel,  and  have  m  mercy.  O  daughter  ^  nrf 
people,  gird  thee  with  fackcloth,  and  wallow  in  afbes, 
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mid  make  thee  mourning  as  for  an  only  /on ;  moft  Uiter 
Limentatitm^  for  the  Jpoiltr  fhall fuddady  conn  uponyoUm 
Wc  are  here  told,  my  brethren,  what  wc  muft 
4^9,  and  what  we  muft  avoid,  if  we  would  efcape 
thefe  terrible  judgments  of  the  Lord ;  and  alio 
what  we  muft  expeifl,  if  difobedience  and  rebellion 
mark  our  condud.  That  we  may  have  grace  to 
profit  by  the  awful  warning,  and  to  confuh  in  time^ 
the  things  belonging  to  our  peace,  ^God  of  his  infi- 
nite mercy  grant,  through  the  merits  and  mediation 
of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  To  whom,  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  praife  and  ado- 
ration for  ever  and  ever,    jfmen. 
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mtty  in  the  public  caufe,  the  monfter  would  in«^ 
ftantly  (hew  its  ruinous  front,  and  prejr  with  un- 
diftinguiihing  and  redoubled  fury  upon  the  devoted 
6bje<&  of  its  revenge.— That  we  may  never  expe* 
rience  fo  horrible  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  let  us  all 
look  to  our  particular  £iults,  and  labor  to  repair 
thole  evil  courfes  which  arc'likely  to  involve  us  itt 
the  general  ruin.  Let  us  muify  ibt  affe&ms  andlufti, 
which  we  are  plainly,  told  infcripture,  will  render  it 
inopoffible  for  us  t6  be  admitted  into  God*s  moft 
holy  kingdom,  and  for  which^  the  wrath  of  God  is 
vifiied  upon  the  children  ef  difobedience.  And  let  us 
pray  for  grace  to  cultivate  the  op|K>fite  tempers  and 
dtfpolitions,  which  alone  can  prepare  us  for  the 
enjoyment  of  heavenly  happinefs  (where  nothing 
impure,  or  that  maketh  a  lie  can  poflibly  enter), 
and  reconcile  us  to  divine  care  during  our  earthly 
fojouming»  Let  us  make  it  the  chief  ftudy  of  this 
day  privately  to  examine  our  firmer  lives ;  to  judge 
eur/ehes,  that  we  be  not  finally  judged  of  the  Lordi 
to  probe  to  the  very  bottom  of  our  (inful  hearts, 
and  eameflly  befeech  the  Lord,  (who  knoweth 
them  better  than  we  ourfelves)^  to  cleanfe  them 
from  all  thofe  felfifh  principles,  which  fully  our 
very  bell  works,  and  if  not  eradicated,  or  at  leall 
fubdued,  will  prevent  our  being  temples  for  his  good 
fpirit  to  dwell  in,  and  of  courfc  deprive  us  of  ever 
becoming  pleaiikig  in  his  fight,  or  paying  him  fuch 
facrifices  as  can  be  acceptable  to  Him. 

But  perhaps  fome  of  you  may  juftly  fay  within 
yourfelves,  all  this  is  good  advice,  and  highly  proper 
to  be  obferved,  but  how  to  perform  it  is  the  queftion ; 

v;e 
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fervice  of  the  Almighty  was  happily  ufed  to  be 
celebrated,  we  (hall  lee  nothing  hut  CDnfiifioiij  and 
impieties  tranfaded,  as  is  moft  fatally,  and  iiilly 
come  to  pafs  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom  (an  awful 
warning  to  all  around  them)  then  wb^  readeth  let 
bim  underftand ;  that  is,  it  is  high  time  for  us  to 
b^n  to  coniider  the  import  of  thefe  feveral  warn- 
ings in  the  divine,  oracles  ;  to  fly  to  the  throne 
of  mercy;  to  call  off  all  our  fins;  to  weep  and 
mourn  for  our  pad  offences  and  provocations,  and 
to  turn  unto  the  Lord  in  eanuft^  with  the  wboU  beaii^ 
Jt^d^  mind,  andftrengtb ;  lefl  it  happen  to  us,  as  it 
hath  done  to  other  nations  of  old,  according  to  the 
further  prophetic  intimation  of  the  fame  Daniel, 
in  chap.  xi.  ver.  30.  who  fpeaks  as  follows,  of  the 
^Memi^r  that  were  to  punifti  the  people  ^^ 
Jews ;  ?1hgr  fnUl  come,  fays  he,  andbofoe  imdligaa 
mM>  fbfife  tbai  forfake  the  bofy  covm^nti  that  is,  thcf 
.fiiatt  join  with  all  thofe  pro£ine  and  wicked  iahs- 
liittms  o(  the  land,  that  are  ripe  for  ii>furredioa, 
^rad  the  ruin  of  their  country,  and  arms  fiM }ed 
^mArirfmt  (that  is»  they  (ball  be  found  in  mighty 
^orce  of  battle)  and  fbej fimll  foUeeU  JbeJguBwmy  if 
pmffb,  emd  Jball  t4ih  atM^  ibe  daily  Joififiet  (thii 
.is«  overturn  the  religion  of  their  fore&chen,  pio* 
lane  its  ceremonies,  diihonov  its  hallowed  coma 
and  temples,  and  difpofTefs  its  aiini(lers)M^/A9 
JbaUflmtbe  ahaminatim  wbicb  makes  tbe  defdoMi 
(ichat  is,  tbey  (halt  eredl  their  own  vain  fiandaris. 
Wider  which  they  have  fought,  and  brought  about 

^e  dmded  nufery.j  This^  is  a  brief  and  clear  ienfc 

of 
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of  the  prophecy.    The  Lord  «^ert  it  from  being 
MT&te!  ^ 

Our  eifential  bufineis  then  in  this  time,  my 
brethren,  is  to  endeavour  how  we  may  e/ci^  it, 
and  tathat  end,  to  enquire  further  into  the  caifes 
that  may  produce  it.  That  it  is  apprehended,  ^»e 
may 'be  certain;  or  fuch  frequent,  ferious,  and 
fffead  forms  of  fupplication  to  the  throne  of  gface^ 
to  fave  us  from  our  foes,  would  never  have  been 
enjoined  us.  Such  penitent  confeffions,  as  to  our 
diferts^  would  not  be  necejjittyj  nor  would  fuch  vaff> 
unufual  preparations  of  internal  national  defente, 
be  every  where  coUeSing,  unlefs  the  events  were 
probable,  and  the  danger  great. 

The  temper,  then,  my  friends,   in  which  We 
Ihoold  obferve  the  very  interefting  bufinefs  of  this 
day,  would'  be  to  confider  mott/emufy,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  impofiible,  but  that  it  will  be  the  lafft 
religions  fall ;  the  laft  aft  of  joint  humiliation  w6 
(ball  ever  have  opportunity  to  employ :  the  laft  effbrt 
God  will  vouchfafe  to  allow  us,  to  make  bur  peace-' 
with  his  offended  Majefty,  and  to  engage  Him  to 
avert  the  judgments  we  have  fo  long,  and  juftly' 
merited;    O I  if  every  perfon  in  the  nation,  wdft 
to  pafs  this  day  in/ucb  a  fpirit  of  fbrrowful  dread 
of  what   rhay   befal  them,    what  valua^b  hope* 
ihight  be  encouraged,  that  the  Lord,  who  is  Jllrt»* 
to  mg&^  and  of  great  goddnefs^  'Obmld  repM  Him  of 
the  evit^  that  his  juftice  othcrwife  may  have  in  ftorc* 
for  us^  and  overwhelm  our  inveterate  adverfaries^ 
as.be  did  of  old,  the  enemies  of  his  chofen  people. 
^Jwf^  as  He  fpeaks  by  the  mouth  of  his  fervanc 

£  e  Mofes, 
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Mofcs,  one  Jhould  chafe  a  tboufand,  and  two  put  ten 
thoujand  to  flight.  And  verily,  unlcfs  the  Lord  he  on  onr 

'  Jide^  fo  numerbus  arc  the  hofts  with  which  we  have 
to  conflid^  that  in  the  common  courfc  of  things, 
it  is  morally  impoflible  to  fubdue  them,  for  they 
exceed  us  (at  prefent  at  lead)  in  ftores>  and  every 
inftrument  of  war,  no  lefs  than  numbers.  For  what 
is  MONEY  (in  which  perhaps  we  are  fuperior)  with- 
out the  other  means,  which  money  cannot  always 
produce  ?  Nay,  what  in  truth  is  all  the  worlds  if 
the  Lord  will  no  longer  go  out  with  our  armies. 
But  alas !  it  is  to  be  feared,  inftead  of  cherifhing 
Juch  a  temper,  many  will  remain  fo  blind  to  the 
foffibility  of  thefe  alarming  events,  and  fo  deaf  to 
the  methods  propofed  to  keep  them  from  us,  that 

"  they  will  hardly  vouchfafe  to  attend  to  the  ap- 
pointed forms,  and  ordinances,  to  prepare  us  for  an 
humble,  and  fuitable  fupplication  for  our  deU^ 
verance.  But  ftill,  even  where  a  different  conduft 
is  pundlually  obferved,  it  is  my  duty  to  aflure  you, 
that  let  the  day  be  ever  fo  ftriftly  kept,  in  point 
of  outward  compliance ;  if  we  are  not  rcfolved  to 
beliege  the  throne  of  grace  to  help  us  to  fubdtie 
our  manifold  ^ifj',  to  quicken  and  qualify  our  r/- 
pentance,  and  to  enable  us  to  live  hereafter  more 
to  the  glory  of  God,  tlian  we  hitherto  have  done; 
more  like  thd  faithful  fervants  of  our  dear  Lord 
and  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift;  and  more  produAive 
of  the  genuine  fruits  of  his  moft  Holy  Spirit  \  the 
whole  fervice  will  prove  but  a  folemn  mockery, 
and  a  terrible  aggravation  of  ouf  former  demerits. 

Now 
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Now  as  this,  my  brethren,  will  moft  indif'- 
putably  be  the  cafe,  I  ftiall  proceed  to  enumerate 
a  few  general  vices  of  the  moft  flagitious  kind,  and 
which  are  mentioned  in  holy  writ,  as  thofe,  which 
inore  efpecially  provoke  the  Deity  to  punifti  his 
perverfc  and  diffolute  creatures,  and  determine 
Hiin,  in  courfe.  of  time,  to  cut  Jhort,  and  make  an 
end  of  all  upon  ibe  earthy  who  daringly  continue 
to  add  fin  to  fin.  ^ 

The  only  portion  of  the  long  and  black  cata- 
logue, which  I  (hall  inftance  on  this  occafion,  arc 
two  of  a  very  foul,  and  damning  nature,  ADutTERVi 
and  INGRATITUDE*  The  firft  is  moft  highly  ofFen^ 
five  to  the  Almighty,  as  it  fo  effectually  pollutes 
fociety,  and  eftranges  the  perpetrators  of  it  from 
all  inclination  to  godlinefs.  The  other  is  the  ori«« 
ginal  fin  of  Satan,  which  changes  us  completely 
into  children  of  darknefs ;  and  which,  in  proportion 
as  we  flight  the  purpofes  of  thefe  folemn  adls  of 
public  penance,  or  abufe  the  mercies  that  may 
follow  on'  God's  blcfling  of  the  petition  of  hii 
faithful  Jervants^  will  render  us  objefts  of  abhorrence 
to  every  grateful  Chriftian,  arid  fubjedls  of  merited 
punifiiment,  ill  the  fight  of  our  heavenly  Judge. 
Of  this  latter  crime  I  ftiall  fpea[k  more  particu- 
larly, in  its  proper  place* 

I  have  endeavoured  to  inftrud  and  eftablifti  yoif 
in  this  truth,-  my  friends,  that  it  is  for  the  heinous 
and  urtreformed  fins  of  every  nation,  that  the  LoM. 
poufeth  out  the  phials  of  his  anger  tipon  the  heads 
of  thfe  ungodly,  upon  the  people  that  have  forfakenf 
his  covenant.  Such* heavy  juxigment^  as  arenoM^ 
-  "  •  .Ec  a         '.  in 
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in  the  worl^  can  be  attribtited  to  mo  other  ctufc 
Now  amongft  the  Hioft  odious^  and  iRfe(Sioiia  of 
impure  vices^  thaC  of  adultery  ftand^  the  forcmoft. 
It  vr^  (o  abominable  in  the  (ight  of  the  Lord,  that 
by  his  Jirfi  laws,  given  to  his  people  of  oId>  both 
€he  adidttrar^  and  aduU^eJs^  w^re   wtfffediaiefy^  put 
Ar  Jeafb^ ;  and  againft  all  fuch  offenders  He  <teclaiTa^ 
tJ^  He  will  be  a/wjfi  witnefs,  that  is>  that  he  wiU 
Too^/urely  punilh  them,  znA  Jeverely^    It  is.  grievous 
to  obferve,  (but  the  daily  public  regifters  of  the 
iniquity  con^firm  the  (hameful  charge),  that  tbe^  Uutd 
is  full  of  aduUeri^    Scarce  a.  paper  can  we  look  intoi 
but  fome  infa^mous  relation  of  thift  crimc>  repre- 
ienting  the  guili  of  bath  foxes  eq^ly^  prefents^  itfetf 
to  OMF  Qre.     What  appears  comnof0^  through  theft 
discoveries,  gives  too  great  reafon.to  Aippofe,  moy 
be  ilill  mare  general^  as  to  focret  pra&ice.    Nay,  to 
the  utter  difgrace  of  hun;ian  naturcj  ao4  woefiilly 
pott^ntQUs  of  the  impending  icourge  of   God's 
diipleafure,  even  infhnccs  of  elerfcal  tref^afe  this 
way,   too  frequently  {hock  our  court)  of  Juftice. 
So^e  impious  fervants  of  the  altarj  dill  dare  to 
tread  in  the  impute  fteps  of  Eli's  diflblutefopss 
and  are  yet   fuffered  to  abide  in  the  holy  office 
tliey  have  didionoured,  with  no  other  fligma  than 
the  penalty  of  the  common  laws^  which  is  no  mcMi; 
equivalent   to  fuch  foul   offence,,  thaa  was*  the 
JkpJer  rebuke  of  the  lukewarm  Elit  Nay  myjm$^ 
for  it  is  no  good  report  I  bear,  ye^make  tb^  Lerd^s  fe^pki 
to  troMfgrefs.     It  is  to  be  fear^4j  I  ^y^  fuch  Mnbolyi 
ilUjudged  favour,  may .  finaUy.  br^ng  a  curfe  upon 
tiie  facred  order,  and  that  i^  th]^  coippleti^p  of 

-K  the 
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irfalalion^  mawf  may  crtucbfor  apiece  ofjiher^  andjm 
fir  d  marjel  of  iread^  not  in  the  office  of  priejl,  but 
(as  we  have  the  daily  example  before  our  eyes,  in 
the  cafe  of  an  out^aft  priefthood  of  another  nation) 
as  needy  futcors  for  common  charity.  This  is  a  vice 
which  frequently  atUches  murder  to  its  train  of 
evil.  The  adukerer  will  hunt  for  the  precious  life 
(faith  Solomon,  Prov.  xxvi.)  We  have  a  tremen- 
dous inftance  of  it  in  the  deplorable  condudl  of  the 
offending  David,  It  is  generally  at  a  period  when 
plenty  increafeth,  and  luxury  abounds,  that  this 
crime  becomes  more  prevalent,  and  always  in  pro- 
portion as  the  fear  of  God  hath  ceafed  to  be  pre- 
dominant in  the  land :  witnefs  the  fate  of  a  neigh- 
bouring people,  notorioufly  guilty  of  this  breach 
of  the  Divine  commandment,  fo  as  to  look  upon  it 
as  no  difgrace,  or  inconvenience,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, to  indulge  and  licenfe  it^  by  univerfal  habit. 
Thus  God  rcproacheth*  thefe  crimes  in  Jer.  v.  7. 
Unvjball  I  pardon  t  bee  for  this?  thy  children  havefor^ 

* 

Jhken  me,  andjwom  iy  tbofe  that  are  no  gods ;  when  I 
bad  fed  them  to  the  full  (that  is,  brought  them  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  worldly  profperityj  they  then  com^ 
mitted  adultery y  and  ajfembled  tbemfelves  by  troops  in 
the  harlots  boufes  ;  they  v^ere  as  fed  borfes  in  the  morn-- 
if^,  every  man  neighed  after  bis  neighbour's  wife. 
Shall  I  not  vifit  for  tbefe  things,  faith  the  Lord?  and 
toallnot  my  foul  be  avenged  of  ^ch  a  nation  as  ibis  t 
And. now  attend  to  the  final  and  dreaded  fcntehce: 
Go  ye  up  upon  her  walls,  and  d^roy,  take  away  the 
battlements,  for  they  are  not  the  Lord^s.  In  fhort, 
this  i^  the  moft  ungenerous,  filthy,  treacherous,  cruel, 

E  e  3  and 
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and  ruinous  fin  that  man  or  ivoman  can  be  gaih/ 
of^  and  as  there  is  no  neceflity  to  dwell  longer  on 
its  evil  tendency!  after  what  hath  been  advanced 
;igainft  it  from  the  ?nouth  of  God  Himfelf,  I  (hall 
clofe  this  charge,  with  the  Apoftle's  awful  fcntencc, 
nai  whoremongers  and  adulterers  God  will  judge.  And 
that  all  addicfled  to  this  abominable  crime  deceive 
themfclves  moft  woefully,  for  neif  her  fornicators  nor 
iidulterers  Jhall  ever  inherit  the  kingdonkrf  God.  This 
I  mention  as  a  terror  to  private  offenders,  who  not 
pnly  contribute  by  their  iniquities  to  the  general 
calamities  of  the. nation,  but. will  hpreafter  thcm- 
felves  receive  the  due  reward  of  their  impure,  and 
gracelefs  condud:,  unlcfs  forfakenjand  moft  heartily 
repented  of. 

From  a  carnal,  (though  moft  deadly)  fin,  I  pro* 
ceed  to  inftance  one,*  if  poffible,  ftill  fouUer  and 
more  fatal,  and  that  is  ingratitude  %  'the  fin  of  fallen 
fpirits ;  which  in  proportion  as  it  xlifcovers  itfclf 
to  have  infeded  our  nature,  aflimilates  us  to  the 
fountain  of  all  iniquity,  the  evil  fpirit  himfelf.*  I 
ihall  not  enlarge  much  upon  t^is  foul  fpot  in  our 
common  nature ;  we  all  know,  and  feel,  how  black 
it  is,  by  experiencing  its  eifecfls  from  one  another. 
But  when  it  is  confidered  as  ftiewn  to  God,  the 
Author  of  our  very  exiftencei  the  Cau/e  of  our  redemption: 
bur  conftant  Friend,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave, 
whofe  condefcendinjg^  love  is  boundlefs  as  Himje^y 
the  account  is  juftly  magnified  ajgainft  us,  and  we 
ihould  hide  our  heads,  in  forrow,  and  contrition^ 
for  the  very  heft  arc  more  or  lels  contaminated  by 
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pride  and  felf-conceit,  and  confequently  difpofed 

to  leflcn  the  glory  that  alone  is  due  to  God. 

.    Wc  arc  now  aflcmblcd  to  make  a  public^  pofi- 

tive,  avowal  of  thefe  feveral  blemilbes  in  our  coit>J 

pofition^  and  of  our  various  trefpaiTeS' againft  Hea-* 

ven.     Wc   have    this  day  acknowledged   in  our 

prayers,- and  with  ftrift  truth,  **  *  that  wc  have 

been  fignally  bleflcd  in  the  unmolefted  enjoyment 

of  true  religion,  and  the  pofleflion  of  abundant 

temporal  profperity,  but  that  we  have  ungratefully 

forfaken  God,  the  fource  of  all  truehappinefs,  and 

fought  for  it  in  our  vain  and  iinful  imaginations." 

Wc  have  prayed  for  grace  **  to  put  away  all  ungodli- 

^^  Aefs  and  (infullufls;  to  be  delivered  from  the 

?*'  power  and  .wicked  counfels  of  6ur  enemies."   We 

have  allowed  that^rwithout  God's  aid,  all  our  utmoft 

**  efforts  will  be  in  vain,"  and  have  humbly  and 
wifely,  fubmitted  our  ^' counfels,  hands,  and  hearts^ 

•'  to  his  divine  diredion."     And  we  feal  our  fin- 

cerity  by  pcrfonal  a<fls  of  felf-denial,  abftincnce^ 

and  public  humiliation.     Now  what  is  tbe  e^td  of 

all  this?  is  it  not  to  conciliate  the  favor  of  God  to 

us^  and  to  endeavor  to  prevail  upon  him  toprotedl 

us  from  deftrudlion?-  and  to  convince  the  unbe-r 

iieving  foes  of  our  peace,  that  God's  armftreicbed  out 

ioJoDe^  can  defeat  the  mod  daring  defiigns;  of  humau 

force  or  policy  ?    Well,  fuppofe  the  gracious  Lord 

fliould  be  fo  merciful  as  to  bear  ox^  very  imperfe<^ 

petitions  at  this  time ;  to  grant  us  viiftory,  and  tp 

give  us  a  farther  day  of  trial.     What  I  if  we  were 

ta  take  no  notice  of  fucb  deliverance ;  Xfx  appoint 

•  "Wqrds  of  tho  Form  of  Prayer, 

5  C  4  n A 


no  general  lolemn  thanks  in  ntum  for  fuch  great 
and  unmerited  favor ;  or  to  teftify  the  fcofe  of  our 
fuccefs  no  otherwijTe  than  by  riolous,  Jatfud  nitrth^ 
by  extravagiaBt,  and  licentipus  rejoicing$>  and  '^wsi 
and  mutual  gcatiilatipn  of  our  national  wifdom  and 
valour  ?  Would  fiub  a  mode  of  celejbrating  our 
deliverance  be  correfpondent  with  the  profeflion 
of  this  day's  fervice  ?  Should  we  not  be  juftly  cen^ 
|uced»  by  any  pious  obferver^  as  guilty  of  t^^mm 
ingraiitude  f  Of  the  moft  foul  neglecl  ?  nay»  of  bfdc 
inconfideration^  bordering  upon  inianity  1  I  witt 
again  expofe  the  grofs  unworthinefs  of  fuch  omif-^ 
iion,  by  bringing  it  to  the  teft^  of  what  we  owiCt  and 
ufualiy  pay  our  earthly  benefactors.  If  a  man  was 
involved  in  debt»  and  ready  to  be  dragged  to  pjEifon^ 
by  mercilefs  creditors,  till .  he  had  paid  the  Mtter*- 
moft  &rthing;  his  property  all  feized,  and  hia 
dearcft  kindred  expofed  to  vwU,  and  rtmi  how 
would  it  be  expe&ed  he  would  treat  that  generous 
friend,  yiYiofnefy  fliould  interpofe  his  power,  pxo^ 

*cure  his  hberty^  and  afford  the  means  of  rMtJiaSmg 
his  affairs  ?  Would  it  be  by  taking  m  noiici  of 
him,  but  by  making  mary  with  diffUutt  com- 
panions ?  Could  any  thing  furpafs  ingratitude  like 
this  ?  Would  it  not  deferve  a  future  juft  defertion  ) 
and  that  every  misfortune  might  ^edily  overtake 
the  worthleffi  objeft  oi  f^mtr  fevor?  I  leave  the 
applicaftion  to  yourfelves ;  i(  is  too  qbvious  to  be 

.  piore  explicit.  - 

*  May  Godj  in  his  mercy,  'grant  our  pre(ent  petiii 
tion !  May  we  find  grace  to  keep  our  holy  refolu- 
tiqns!   And  fhould  we  prove  fp  fortunate^  as  to 

expc. 
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experience  zreprUvit  may  bur  vntxmi  jbe  dicwnj  be« 
eomiag  refcued  fisiners^  and  pious  Ckxiftians. 

Thus  have  I  fhevn  yau»  in  ti%efe  two  dttcouries^ 
the  realj  and  alarming  caufe^  {ib  lar  as  private 
tre^iles  and  iie^efts  contribute  fo  make  up  the 
ncafure  of  pubflic  iniquity,)  mhkh  are  Hkdy  to 
bring  down  viikacions  from  Heaven  for  our  of* 
fimces.  No  man  furely  cm  be  fo  duU  or  obftmace. 
as  not  to  know,  and  own,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
kngtfa  of  time  that  we  have  experienced  mercies 
without  number,  the  more  w^  have  t-o  iinfwer  ^ar 
in  having  siufrd  them.  And  confequencly,  the 
frequent  calls  and  warnings,  and  favors  we  bave^^e* 
ceived,  do  render  us  riper  for  correAion  c  the  inea-' 
fure  of  our  iniquities  being  fuller  tban  at  the  begin^ 
niflg.  For  as  the  Apoftle  ^Mslks  on  anotW  ocea* 
fion  (but  very  applicabk  to  the  preftnt  rafej  A  nr 
Mwh^ttmetbaifoe-flMildwiAiimi  offleep^  (that% 
it  is  tiine  to  roufe  from  the  death  of  fin)  .fince  m 
^ur/ohaiim  is  nearer  tban  whin  t^efifjt  MiewJ,  fo  is  our 
deftnrdion  nearer  than  when  we  firft  offended. 

Nor  let  any  man  be  fo  rafli,  on  one  hand,  or  lb 
ifsiak  on  the  other,  as  becaufe  vengeance  againfi 
had  iiuarks  is  not  /peidily  executed,  therefore  fulfy  te 
Jtt  bis  be  art  in  him  to  do  e^>il\  or  to  conclude, 
beoaufe  our  enemies  have  been  fo  long  prevented 
from  effecting  our  loiin,  that  therefore  they  witl 
never  be  allowed  to  puniih  us.  Only  confult  the 
Hiilory  of  the  Bible,  and  you  will  there  fee  abun- 
dant inftances  of  God's  deferting  whole  nations, 
larger  and  more  powerful  than  our  own,  to  quick 
and  utl«r  deftruiStion,  and  wherein  are  fpeciiied  the 
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mofl;  terrible  pcrfonal  calamities^  to  men,  women, 
and  children,  and  even  the  cattle,  and  produce  of  the 
land,  that  can  be  defcribed,  or  fiuicied;  though  in 
the.infktuatioB  and  .pride  of  tbeir  heart r^  they  aifo 
boafted,  as  many  do  in  tbefe  days,  no?i£  of  this  nil 
Jhall  come  uponMs,  neither  fialLwe  fee  fword  or  feel 
fymine^  Jen  v* .  1 2  •  .  And  if  you  further  confult  the 
hiftories  of  the  world,  you  wilhhave  full  conviftioa 
of  dill,  more  and  heavier  judgments  occafionally 
vifited  on  the  ungodly;  adnd  indeed.; we. need  no 
ilronger  warning,  to  opeaour.^yjts  tp;the  probability 
of  fuch  events,  than  the  fpeedy  and  weighty  oiife- 
ties  tha(  harve:  d/diuged  France  with'  blood.  People 
dp  not  confider,  that  as  it  wasinithi^.days  of  Noah, 
fo  hath  it  ever  bcicn,  and  ever  wiUihc  to  thofe  whom 
God  hath  devoted  to  deftrudibn.  .  ^bey  eat ^.  they, 
drank,  they  married,  and  Hiere  giving  in  marriage^ 
and  knew,  not,  (that  is,  would  not  believe  and  ice 
;he  danger),  ////  the  flood  came,  and  took  them  all 
avoay.  And  why  was  this  ?  They  were  deluded 
through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  and  I  repeat  it, 
(for  the  common  benefit  of  us  all,  and  that  we  may 
never  experience  any  of  God's  four  fore  j.udgroents») 
that  our  fins,  continued  in  and  unirpented  of,  will 
confign  us  to  a  fimUar  fate.  ^  For  thus  faith  the 
Lord  in  reproach  of  his  backhfliding  people :  Ee^ 
held  ye  truft  in  lying  zvords  that  cannot  profit ;  will 
ye  fteal,  murder,  and  commit  adultery,  and  fwear 
falf^ly*  ^nd,  curfe  and  ftand  before  me  in  this  houfc 
which  is  called  by  my  name  ?  Becaufe  of  fuch  profa^ 
nation  and  hypocrify,  and  becaufe  ye  have  done  all 
thefe  works  ({kith  the  Lord),  and  I  fpake  unto  you, 
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fifing  up  early,  and  fpeedily,  hut  ye  beard  not,  ami 
calling  unto  you  but  ye  anfwered  not,  therefore  will.  I 
do  unto  this  bou/e,  wbicb  is  called  hy  n^  name,  wherein 
ye  trufi,  and  unto  tbe  place  tbat  I  gave  unto  you i  and  /^. 
yourfatbers,  as  I  bame  done  before  to  Sbilob.  That  is# 
I  u^ill  deprive  you  of  your  religion,  and  the  ark* 
of  my  phteSim,  and  rejcd  you  from  being  any 
longer  my  fervants,  and  I  will  caft  you  out  of  my- 
fight  a»  I  have  caft  out  others  of  your  brethren. 
And  to  increafe  the  horror  of  the  threatening.  He 
adds,  therefore  pray  m>t  thou  for  this  people,  neither 
caft  up  try  or  prayer  for  them ;  neither  viake  intettef^ 
^on  to  me,  for  I  will  not  bear  thee,  Jer.  vii.  8,  9, 10,^ 
&c.  Sad,  hopelefs,  dreadful  ftatet  Far,  far  be 
fuch  difpleafure  from  us!  or  rather,  never  may  wc 
provoke  it.  * 

.  But  if  men  are  yet  fo  confident  as  to  build 
upon  the  ai:it^^of  oMr  own  ftreogth;*  the  ikiil  and 
valour  of  our  forces,  ihe  power  of  our  naval  ar-* 
maments,  and  the  happy  fituation  of  our  ifland; 
then  let  them  remember  what  they  have,  con- 
fefled  this  day,-^-that  all  thefe  are  vain  without 
thatfucour  of  Omnipotence.  And  fliould  any  igno«: 
rantly  conclude,  that  becaufe  our  foes  have  not 
been  fuffered  to  invade  us  in  our  memory,  there-^ 
fore  that  event  is  never  likely  to  take  place ;  they' 
muft  be  told  that  in  former  days,  when  our  Cbl- 
diery  were  no  lefs  renowned  for  courage,  and  the 
mafs  of  the  community  far  lefs  corrupted  by  effe- 
minate manners,  and  the  poifon  of  luxury,  this 
our  ifland  hath  been  often  reduced  by  foreign  plun- 
derers. Let  them  recoiled,  that  at  no  period  of 
time  before,  were  pur  inveterate  enemies  fo  ftrong  by 
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&ft  or  land;  nevi;r  before  had  they  conquered  a 

vtholc  maritime  power  whofe  country  commands 

our  coafts ;  never  before  had  they  fo  large  a  navy 

of  their  own,  and  the  addition  of  another  to  it»  the 

Bavy  of  a  people,  who  were  always  our  rivals  in 

oommerce,  and  from  treacherous  allies,  have  now 

(!^clared  themfelves  our  conimon,  and  determined 

foe.     Thefe  circumftances  wear  a  ferious  afped^ 

and  (hould  make  us  think  in  time  for  what  fad  end 

they  may,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  have  been 

permitted  to  take  place. 

fiat  there  is  another  error  which  many  indulge 

upon  this  fubje^t.     How,  fay  they>  can  there  be 

My  thing  to  fear,  from  fuch  a  wkked  people?— 

fuch  an  wiMieving,  JacrUegiouSi  via$us  race !  furety 

fuch  mifcreants  muft  not  always  expecfl  fuccefs! 

They  quite  miftak^  the  cafe.     God  certainly  doth 

not  approve  tht  impious  conduA  of  any  people, 

nor  doth  He  proteft  itheir  caufe  through  jfewr 

to  them.    He  employs-  them  only  as  proper  tools 

to  puniih  others,  whofe  ungrateftil  treipafles  have 

provoked  his  vengeance,  and  in  due  time  he  wiH 

w  furely  vifit  and  condemn  thcfe  proud  blafphe- 

mers  and  contemners  of  Chrifl^s  religion,  as  iy  them 

He  puniihes  the  polluted  and  fi^lfc  profeflTors  of  it. 

*7o  fuppofe  that  Heaven  licences  fuch  power  fbr* 

ther  than  as  it  is  inftrumental  to  the  wife  and  juft 

deiigni  of  Providence,  would  bt  as  faulty «  and  ab^ 

fiird,  as  to  conceive  that  an. earthly  Judge  admires 

thecbarader  of  a  hangman,  becaufe  the  hw  con- 

^gns  the  crinoinal  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  ihocking 

office^ 

To 
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.  Ta  cpnckidci  though  a-  fmell  portieai  we  yef 
fomir  a  pan  of  the  body,  of  the  naitkm^  and  majr  caxir 
tiibiMf  by  OUT  condiiiSk  eifbev  wayy  to  iadiic^j,  or 
avert  the  kspending.  viiitaitioQ%.  It  behoMea  Ql 
tbcreibrej  to  be  moft  exemplary^  ia  thk^  Unpostaa^ 
article  of  chiiftian  ciFCUtnipe&ions  afid/peedy,  and 
earnefty  ia  correding-  every  enoTy  that.  iows.  froopi 
its  ncgledl^  Under  ohe.  fufficient  eommiflioi}.  of  my 
own  ferious.  ofBce^  I  have  judg^sd  tiii&  pre&nt  opH 
|iortunity  feafonablei  of  delivering  my.  free  opiiuoti 
upon  a  few  particolar  points^  which  more  imiiM* 
diately  concerns  our/elves^  which-  duty  has  been 
difchargpd  in  tha  pui^d  love  to  thofe  conrrmicted 
to-  my  carej  and  in  (Irid:,^  and  indi/penikble  obe* 
dience  m>  our  Lord's  comoiaodi  That  as  the 
Appftle  teaches  in>  our  public  du^iesj  ail,  things 
Jbouli  be  done  decent ly  and-  in  order ^  and  a?  to  ma: 
privata  coiulu<9:,  tvefiould  be  carefiii  to- keep  a^  eofh' 
Jcience  void  of  offence  both  towards-  God,  Ofid  towaardf 
men^  Foe  fu{^fe  the  worft  (hould  hagpen^  that 
we  ihould  live  to  fee  the  meafure  of  the  natida's 
(ins  filled  up>  and  that  judgment  was  even  at  the 
door,y?i7/,  the  fervice  of  this  day,  and  the  purpofes 
it  is  calculated  to  produce,  are  highly  neceflary  for 
the  very  beft  to  cultivate,  fmce  if  we  are  permitted 
to  fall  with  the  moft  guilty,  (like  the  Galileans  of 
old  that  were  promifcuoufly  facrificed  by  a  barba* 
rous  decree),  it  is  furely  the  higheft  wifdom  to  pre^ 
pare  for  our  reception  in  the  BlefTed  Kingdom  pro* 
vided  for  thofe  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus  in  (ince* 
rity :  for  thofe  who  charitably  corred  the  fins  of 
their  neighbours :  that  daily  pray  for  the  reformat 
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ti6n  of  the  landj  and  that  the  hearts  of  the  difihe* 
dientjbould  be  effeHually  turned  to  the  wifdom  ofthejufin 
Todifmifs  you  then  in  the  words  of  the  Divine 
Person^  whofe  ferious  cautions^  to .  the  people  at 
large  demands  continual  and  devout  regard»  and  to 
remind  you  that  even  good  men  may  be  appointed 
to  Ihare  in  temporal  fufferings :  Remember «  He 
tells  usj  that  the  victims  that  were  devoted  to 
Pilate's  cruel  flaughter^  were  not  more  finful  than 
'other  Galileans ;  but  that  what  concerns  each  indi* 
vidual  to  lay  to  heart,  is  ibis^  that  unlefs  we  repent^ 
wejhall  all  likewife  perijb. 

God  grant  this  precious  gift  to  every  one  here 
prefenti— to  every  finner  in  the  nation.  A  repent-^ 
ance  unto  life  not  to  he  repented  of,  and  that  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father  for  the  fake  and  merits  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  through  the  powerful  working  of 
the  Spirit  of  Love  upon  our  fouls;  to  whom  Father^ 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  three  Perfons  and  one  God 
in  myftic  Trinity  united,  be  afcribed  all  power 
and  praife  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 
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ACT  OF  PRAISE  TO  ALMIGHTY  GOD : 


PREACHED  IN  THE  PARISH  CHURCH 


or 


HINXWORTH, 


ON  THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  IX>ING  DUTY, 


AFTER  THE  REPAIR  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


SERMON   XXIV. 


FOR  THE  MORNING. 


Psalm  cxv,  i. 

Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  hut  unto  thy  nafne 

give  the  praife. 

SAINT  PAUL  in  writing  to  the  Corinthians, 
(i  Cor.  X.  31.)  concerning  that  principle 
which  is  abfolutely  ncceflary  to  qualify  every  adtion 
of  the  chriftian's  life,  in  the  fight  of  Heaven  j  mod 
particularly,  ^nd  earneftly  exhorts  them,  to  let 
their  whole  conduA  be  diredted  by  religious  duty. 
Whether  ye  eat^  or  whether  ye  drink,  or  what/oev^r , 
ye  do,  fays  he,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God. 

As  this  is  the  firft  time  of  our  afTembling  in  the 
houfc  of  the  Lord,  fince  the  public  worfhip  has 
been  neceflarily  omitted,  it  may  be  naturally  cx- 
pedted,  that  I  ihould  fay  fomethiog  applicable  tp 
the  opening  of  our  church  again.  Although  we 
have  been  for  fome  time  deprived  of  the  regular, 
'  and  eligible  mode  of  performing  our  united  fervice 
to  our  heavenly  Father,  yet  as  far  33  our  bounden 
exertions  have  been  employed  in  outward  modes  of 
zeal  for  the  honor  of  his  moft  holy  name,  wc  maty 
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humbly  hope,  even  that  inilance  of  rcfpcd,  will 
meet  divine  favor,  if  we  afcribe  the  glory,  where 
alone  it  is  due ;  and  in  ibis,  as  every  other  pious 
a<5tion,  confefs  the  needful  part  which  his  permif- 
fion  and  providence  claim,  in  all  our  bed  endea- 
vours. 

In  difcourfing  to  you  at  prefcnt,  my  brethren, 
I  (hall  not  confine  myfelf  to  that  very  connedcd, 
and  argumentative  Yorm  which  I  ufually  adopt  for 
your  inftrudtion  from  this  place,  but  requeft  your 
attention  to  fome  general  fubjeAs,  which  demand 
our  moft  grateful  praife, — to  fome  earneft  exhorta- 
tions, to  fit  yourfelves  for  God's  favor;  and  to 
fome  plain  thoughts,  on  various  points  of  religious 
concern,  which  I  hope  will  be  found  fuitable  %o 
this  occafion,  and  which  have  occurred  to  me,  ia 
confequence  of  the  improvements  we  have  been 
making  in  this  holy  Houfe.  Thefe,  being  a<5luatcd 
by  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  text,  I  humbly  truft, 
through  God's  compaflion  to  the  infirmities  of  oar 
very  beft  defigns,  will  be  accepted  by  him,  as  a 
|uft  tribute  for  the  manifold  blefTings  beftowcd 
upon  us»  and  be  fandified  to  the  conviction,  and 
comfort,  of  all  who  hear  them. 

Firft  then,  my  brethren,  we  cannot  be  too  care- 
ful  againft  taking  to  ourfelves  any  degree  of  merit 
in  the  performance  of  this  public  work,  or  indeed 
in  any  other  which  we  expedl  God  to  profper ;  for 
in  faiSt,  in  whatever  proportion,  cither  our  refpec- 
tive  intentions,  eft  the  powers  of  afling,  are  con- 
•cerned,  it  behoves  us  equally  to  give  all  the  praife 
Mnd  glory  to  God.    Every  humble,  and  confiderate 
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chriftian,  mud  readily  acknowledge^  that  the  more 
vfc  ftriclly  fearch  our  hearts,  and  trace  the  leading 
principles  of  our  general  plans,  the  more  We  fball 
be  obliged  to  own  this  truthj  that  unlo  us,  no  por* 
tion  of  perfedion,  no  original  commendation  can 
be  due. 

As  to  OUT  intentions,  who  will  dare  to  fay^'that 
any  anxious  deiire,  or  any  fterling  purpofe'  that  is 
truly  favorable  to  the  reverence  of  God's  name,  and 
acceptable  in  his  light,  could  either  rife,  or  conti- 
nue in  our  mind,  without  a  (hare  of  the  Q)irit  of 
his  grace  ?  That  an  outward  work  of /eeming  honor 
might  be  fuggelled,  and  promoted  on  other  princU 
pies,  is  undeniable,  but  then  it  is  equally  certain^ 
that  /ucb  an  undertaking  could  never  reafonably 
expcA  the  approbation  of  its  pretended  objed ;  to 
whom  every  offering  mull  be  made  in  purity,  and 
finglenefs  of  heart,  not  mixed  with  any  vain,  or 
.worldly  views,  or  fuUied  by  felfifh,  or  oftentatious 
gratifications.  As  far,  then,  as  real  regard  to  Gbd*s 
honor  and  fervice,  has  influenced  our  duty  in  this 
particular,  to  Him  we  muft  attribute  every  good 
motion  of  the  heart,  on  this,  and  cycry  occalion, 
in  which  his  glory  is  concerned. 

JUet  us  now  confider  the  means  of  executing  our  . 
commendable  deiigns.  Surely  we  (hould  be  moft 
prefuming  hypocrites,  were  we  to  deny,  that  to 
Him  likewife  in  this  refpedt,  the  praife  is  wholly* 
due,  and  we  ihould  have  been  as  blameable  in  noc 
employing  the  means  to  his  honor,  who  provided 
them  for  that  very  purpofe'^,  as  wc  fhould  be  falfe  to 

*  Alluding  fo  tke  kndt  ^aothcd  for  the  repain  of  the  Cbitr^h. 
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^rogate  the  Icaft  degree"  of  merit  to  ourfehes,  for 
ading  the  partof  faiihful  fte wards  in  fupplying  the 
inilrumental  fuccours  committed  to  bur  cullody  for 
the  work.  This  fecond  particular  fuggelfs  fome 
general  remarks^  which  I  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to 
your  confideration^  on  this  part  of  my  fubjed. 

I  apprehend  none  who  have  ever  weired  the  coo 
prevailing  difpofition^i  and  purfuits  of  people  in 
general,  wiU  venture  to  oppofe  the  truth  of  this 
afiertioB^  that  we  can  neither  boaft  of  cxtraordU 
liary  inclin^ion»,  or  adUve  zeal  in  private*  or  pub- 
lic contributioos  for  works  of  the  kind  before  11&. 
On  the  contrary,  it  i»  a  grievous,  but  indifpucable 
fvA  (which  many  places  prove),  that  if  it  depended 
wholly  on  the  immediate  will,  and  fupply  of  the 
inhabitants  to  buihl  up,  or  decently  repair,  their 
icfpedlive  churches  (even  where  the  ability  cannot 
be  doubted)  we  fliould  fee  many  mare  fiicred  ruins 
than  h^pily  is  the  cafe  at  preient.    ^by,  it  muft 
be  granted*  that  with  ajl  the  provifion  that  public 
benefaAions,  and  wholefome  laws^  have  fumiihed, 
tofr^wfii  the  confequcnces  of  private  felftihnels, 
^d  indifference  in  thefe  concerns,  yet  a  becoming 
readinefs  for  preferving  the  decent  appeaiance  of 
•ur  churches  (fome  inftaoces  excepted)  is  far  from 
gffieral  in  country  places*    In  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom*  immenfe  fubfcriptlons  have  been  quickly 
laifed  for  building  public  chapels,  whife  the  parilh 
churches  are  difgracefuUy  fuifered  to  want  a  need* 
fill,  apd  moderate  repair.     It  is  immediately  con- 
oeded  with  the  fubjed  of  this  difcourfe,  to  affoni 
XOii  a  ibprt  reafpft*.  for  this  prtfi^^m^  oa  one  fide^ 
.    r  3  and 
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«nd  negbff  on  the  other.  N&vdty,  and  gain,  are 
jointly  concerned  in  it ;  efpecially  in  great  cities : 
to  which  a  plaufible  plea  may  fometimek  be  added; 
which  is  the  c^crt  of  the  congregation,  where 
population  haa  fo  increafed,  as  to  render  it  expef>> 
dient  to  increafc  the  number  of  places  for  the  public 
worihip.  But  it  generally  happens,  that^  through 
the  fchemes  of  adventurers,  and  the  force  of  the 
2d)ove  raging  principle  together^  our  ancient  parilh 
churches  are  too  often  deferted,  while  thefe  niewly*. 
defi^usd,  and  elegant  buildings,  are  crowded  to  the 
Yefy  eii trance.  From  this  occaiional  obfervation^ 
we  are  direded  to  give  due  praife  to  God,  that  the 
pleas  of  ^  ruinous,,  inconvenient,  or  uncomfortable 
edifice,  are  guarded  againft  in  our  cafe,  and  that 
of  many  other  parifties.  //  is  not  unto  us,  however^ 
but  unto  God's  Name,  that  the  glory  jhould  bt  given,  for 
having  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  our  pious  anceftors,  to 
proinde  againft  fuch  evils,  as  their  wifdom  faw  would 
enAie  with  time.  Afid  though  they  lived  at  a 
darker  period  of  Gofpel  purity,  than  is  happily  our 
Jot,  yet  they  greatly  exceeded  us  in  the  generous 
contributions  and  free-will  offerings  of  their  worldiy 
fubftance,  to  the  honor  of  Him,  who  fupplied  the 
power,  and  for  the  benefit  of  us^  their  lefs  confide^ 
rate  pofterity.  '  ' 

Every  ferious  and  fteady  friend  of  the  eftabliflicd 
church,  can  never  be  too  thankful  to  God,  for 
having  made  this  provifion  for  the  celebrating  hifc 
iioly  name,  from  paft,  to  future  ages;  whereby  4 
much  heavier  burden  is  favcd  the  people  at  l^rg^ 
(han  otherwifc  mufl  have  been  impofed^  had  no  fuch 
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provident  rcfource  cxiftcd;  and  in  which  cafe,  the 
unavoidable  decreafe  of  public  folemn  worihip, 
ivould  have  gradually  taken  place*  .  And  this  fur- 
ther preference  muft  be  given  to  thefe  fubftantial 
venerable  buildings  over  the  light  and  whimfical 
appearance  of  modem  ftruftures^  that  they  are  nei- 
ther cxpofed  to  the  fpeedy  decay,  and  frequent 
alterations  of  the  latter,  but  tranfmit  t^  us  a  lading 
mark  of  the  pious  munificence  of  former  times, 
which  was  exhibited  in  a  folemn  and  uniform  ftyle 
and  tafte  of  facred  architedure.  Before  I  conclude 
this  head,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice,  that  the 
difficulty^  which  may  occur  to  fome,  as  to  the  jufteft 
method  of  levying  fupplies  to  defray  occafional 
charges  of  this  nature,  is  eafily  refolved  in  every 
cafe,  where  land  has  been  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pofe ;  becaufe,  however  in  a  long  courfe  of  time^ 
the  property  originally  bequeathed,  may,  from  vari* 
ou8  caufes,  have  changed  its  mode  of  being  occupied^ 
yet  as  the/oil  exijls,  whatever  perfons  are  proved  to 
p-ilfii  moft  by  the  produce  of  that  land,  it  muft  alwa^ 
be  determined  on  any  equitable  judgment,  in  every 
place  fo  circumftanced,  that  thofe  perfons  will  be 
liable  to  their  proportionable  burthen:  for  commori 
fehfe  informs  us,  that  when  eftates  are  left  by  wilf, 
to  any  particular  purpofe,  the  perfons  chiefly  bene* 
fited  by  thefe  eftates,  whether  rich  or  poor,  muft  be 
glways  fut^eA  %o  the  tax,  or  debt,  the  legacy  or  pnK 
pcrty  wa^  deftgned  to  raife.  This  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  hint  to  you  ;On  this  occafion,  becaufe  the  land^ 
imipcdiate^  fi^lij^ded  to  defray  the  prefent  parochial 
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burden,  being  originally  appointed  for  th^t/aared 
purpofct  it  cannot  be  improper  to  remind  you  of 
the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  from  this  holy  place ; 
even  from  the  \txy/pot  the  property  was  intended 
to  fupport.  You  mud  all  be  fenfible,  that  it  was 
not  left  to  zny  particular  families  for  their  exclujive 
private  ufe,  but  on  condition,  that  whenever  called 
wpon,  they  fliould  fupply  their  proportionate  jEhare 
towards  the  neceflary  charges  of  the  church  repairs, 
atid  for  which  reafon  it  would  be  ftridly  right,  and 
provident,  to  raife  an  annual  tax  on  the  perfons 
mqftly  benefited  by  the  fame,  and  then  a/iw/i/ would 
always  be  at  hand,  without  incurring  difficulty,  or 
complaint,  to  raife  the  money  *. 

Having  fhewn  you  how  much  we  are  indebted  to 
God's  goodnefs  for  thefe  outward  means  of  pro- 
moting his  glory,  I  will  proceed  now,  to  cohfider 
fome  further  articles  of  praife,  for  which  we  are  all 
indebted  lo  his  forbearing  merty,  and  which  will 
naturally  introduce  fuch  proper  exhortations,  as 
may  help  to  warn  us  of  the  danger  of  difobediencc ; 
and  to  corredt  our  numerous  failings  and  tranfgref- 
fions.  When  we  refled,  my  brethren,  upon  the 
profperous  and  happy  ftatc  of  our  nation,  as  con- 
trafled  with  the  difordered  and  calamitous  lltuation 

^  As  tbe  lands  in  queftion,  aie  now  ohiefl3r  rented  by  the  Far- 
iners,  at  a  very  low  rate ;  the  Laboiiren,  to  wbofe  tenements  they 
;ue  allotted,  not  being  able  from  the  bigh  price  of  every  article  of 
life,  to  flock  them  nfirmerlj:  it  fee^ns  but  reafonable,  that  the 
tax  ihould  be  levied  iB  proportion,  on  thofe  who  reap  moft  advtiQ* 
|3|e  b7  them* 
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of  a  neighboudng  kingdom;  furcly  we  .mult  alloMr 
it  impoffible  to  be  too  diligent  in  every  exercife  of 
Chriftian  duty^  in  order  to  conciliate  the  divine 
proteAion;  or  too  grateful  for  the  didinguiihed 
favors  we  have  received^  and  ftill  pofTefs.  Here. 
in  this,  ^$  yet  happy  land,  every  man  may  fit  in 
pleafant  peace  under  his  own  vine,  and  fig-tree,  and 
enjoy  the  returning  fruits  of  his  induftry,  or  inr 
heritance.  Whereas  under  the  commotions  of 
powerful,  jealous,  and  contending  parties,  no  pro* 
perty  isfafe ;  no  comfort  Ufiing,  but  violence,  and 
difcord  are  fpreading  daily  de vacation,  and  life 
itfelf,  with  every  thing  moft  valuable,  as  fortune^ 
parents  J  friends^  and  ebUdreny  are  hourly  expofed  to 
(he  ravages  of  a  difcontented,  and  unfeeling  mob. 
It  may  be  profitable  for  us  to  advert  in  this  place, 
to  the  probable  caufe  of  thefe  heavy  vifitationsi  for 
doubtlefs  they  are  under  the  direction  of  unerring 
wifdom,  to  corredt,  to  punifb,  refine,  and  awaken 
k  rebellious  portion  of  God's  creatures*  We  may 
conclude,  without  prefumption,  that  the  wilful, 
and  reigning  errors  of  a  fuperftitious,  and  ignorant 
worfhip  on  ^ne  hand,  and  the  general  charader  of 
daring  infidelity,  and  licentioufnefs,  on  lYit:  9tber^ 
have  drawn  down  this  judgment  on  the  people  at 
large  I  and  that  by  rendering  them  blind  to  their 
jeal  intereftsj  s^nd  i^fh  inpurfuit  of  fancied- happi* 
nefs,  the  Ahnigbty  vengeance,  Uke  a  refiner's  fim^ 
is  feparating  the  drofs  of  fuch  jarring  and  debafir^ 
properties,  as  arc  wholly  inconlHtent  with  truth, 
find  Chriflian  virtue^  and  muf!  be  purified  or  totally 
'^  fxtitT 
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extirpated,  before  the  mafs  can  fettle  in  beautifull 
form>  and  ufeful  order. 

Let  us  beware,  left  equals  if  not  n)ore  terrible 
judgments  overtake  us;  for  in  proportion  as  We 
have  negle&ed  gretffar  bkffings^  we  may  expedl^^^Mrvr 
poriflmints.  We  have  fuffered  no  abfolutc,  tyian^ 
nical  dominion;  no  miferies  of  unjudged  confined 
ment  ^  no  Baftille ;  no  oppreffi ve  laws,  or  chiet 
mafters.  We  have  not  been  blinded  in  our  religioua 
notions  by  the  deluilve  dreams  of  Popifh  infallfbi«? 
lity,  or  fuperftitious  charms ;  but  for  feveral  age^ 
have  been  blelTed  with  the  moft  unrivalled  freedonoi 
with  the  pureft  light  of  the  Gofpel,  breaking  forth 
daily  into  ft  ill  brighter  difcoveries  of  the  troths 
We  have  neither  had  our  civilj  or  religious  liberties 
cramped  or  threatened:  but  all  {^^%  and  parties  m% 
permitted  to  think,  and  wor(hip  together,  as  their 
edn€atim  and  opinums  lead  them  to  judge  right.  '  Thft 
only  reftraiat  required,  is  foe  the  pofitive  benefit  of 
Ahh;  that  each  ihould  be  contented  with  fuch 
valuable  privileges  as  the  conftitution  of  the  kiiig^ 
dom  warrants,  and  not  encroach,  or  violently  refift 
cftablilhed  order,  and  that  perfuafion  which  marks 
the  general  fentiments  of  the  nation ;  and  to  which, 
the  wife  appointment  of  the  legiflature  (under  the 
ruling  Providence  of  Almighty  God)  has  fixed  fuch 
fan(2ions,  as  fupply  a  prefervative  againft  confu^ 
£u>n,  and  the  ruinous  efteds  of  iadious  liberty^t 
Let  us  beware,  I  fay,  (my  brethren)  left  w6  abui^ 
fuch  precious  Ueffiugs,  for  as  fure  as  we  do,  we  (hall 
in  time  experience  the  merited  fcourge  of  fuch  foul 
ingratitude^  and  mad  mifcondud:.    It  ^s  impoifible 
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to  deny,  but  that  the  univerfal  difrcgard  of  all 
religious  concerns,  fecms  juMy  to  tbreaien  fome 
future  vengeance,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  reformation  in 
all  ranks,  takes  place,  and  though  the  Lord  is  tong-- 
Juffitringt  and  of  great  goodneji^  and  flow  to  anger ^  and 
therefore  many  of  us  may  happily  never  live  to  fee 
the  confequence  of  his  final  difpleafure  againfl:  this 
land ;  yet  it  no  Icfs  behoves  us>  my  brethren,  for 
our  mm  fake^,  to  attend  to  our  private  provocations 
of  his  wrath,  and  to  take  heed  to  our  ways.  Such 
a  conduA  as  it  becomes  us  to  purfue,  doth  naturally 
fugged  the  following  earneft  exhortations,  which  I 
Ihall  adapt  to  the  general  welfare  of  fociety,  no  lefi 
than  to  the  happinefs  of  individuals. 

Firft,  then,  my  friends,  let  me  intreat  you  to  pxf 
the  mofl  tonj^ientious  regard  to  the  intereft  of  thofe  mofl 
dear  to  you,  I  mean  your  own  offspring.  Cbiidren, 
(faith  the  Pfalmift)  are  a  gift,  and  inheritance,  that 
,fometb  of  the  Lord.  Confider  them  as  Jucb,  and 
trifle  not  with  that  authority  committed  to  you  by 
God,  and  nature  over  them.  They  arc  certainly 
either  the  g]:eateft  curfe,  or  blefling  we  can  here 
experience :  but  if  through  your  negleft,  they  fail 
of  endlefs  happinefs ;  oh !  think  in  time,  that  you 
may  prevent  the  mifery  of  their  proving  a  ftill  more 
heavy  curfe  hereafter  \  and  that,  inftead  of  fuch  a 
weight  of  woe,  as  no  words  can  paint,  or  fancy 
reach,  they  may  on  the  contrary,  add  to  your 
fupreme  delight,  in  the  realms  of  evcrlafting  blifs, 
and  make  good  the  chearing  promife  to  the  wife^ 
and  faithful  parent,  that  happy  is  the  man,  who 
hath  them  on  his  fide,  when  the  deadly  foe  afl^ults 
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him>  and  that  they  fliall  help  him  to  enjoy  his  viftoiy 
in  the  gate  that  leads  to  endlefs  glory.  Fear  not, 
then,  my  friends,  to  cbajlen ,  them  when  they  adt 
amifs,  and  be  grateful  towards  all  who  are  willing 
to  help  you  in  this  efTential  duty.  In  riper  years^ 
they  will  refpeft  and  love  you  more,  for  fuch  di£» 
Crete  attention.  Whereas  partial  fondnefs,  and 
ruinous  indulgence^  will  endanger  the  peace  of  both 
foul,  and  body,  'may  caufe  them  to  rife  up  againft 
you  in  the  judgment,  and  curfe  to  all  eternity,  the 
hour  of  their  btrib,  and  their  unkind,  unhappy  con<^ 
nedions. 

The  judicious  care  of  children,  is  a  duty  wo 
owe  not  only  to  tbem^  and  to  ourjehes,  but  to  our 
country  alfo.  If  we  would  have  them  profper,  we 
muft  ftrtve  to  remove  whatever  will  naturally 
binder  their  fbccefs.  If  we  are  truly  fenfible  of 
the  comforts  they  are  capable  of  affording,  we  muft 
attend  m^fi  dUigentfy,  to  every  thing  that  concerns 
them  in  their  early  years  i  and  as  they  are  the  flock 
which  help  to  form  the  fifing  generation,  if  wx  wiih 
the  /»/i^r^  welfare  of  the  nation,  we  muft  be  cir« 
cumfpeA  in  our  different  ftations,  to  breed  up  fuch 
characters,  as  may  contribute  to  bring  a  bleifing, 
and  not  a  judgment  on  the  land.  In  the  flate  of 
infancy,  we  are  all  alike :  high  and  low,  rich  and 
poor,  all  partake  of  original  depravity,  with  allpw-^ 
aace  for  various  tempers,  and  degrees  of  conftitu- 
Clonal  vices.  Education,  and  parental  care;  or 
ignorance  and  wilful  negled:,  are  the  efficient  caufes 
which  make  the  material  difference  in  ihtir  future  cm^ 
4u8i*    The*  good  or  ev^  ipfluence  of  thefe  feveral 
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i^atural  caufes^  -by*  no  means  excludes  the  neceffitry 
pkd  affijting  graci  of  God,  to  qualify  the  utmoft  care 
on  om  handj  or  to  repair  any  consequent  mifchief 
on  thc' oiber  i  but  on  the  contrary,  proves  its  power^ 
pr  its  ahfence^  in  propbrtioh  as  ^e  employ  thofe 
i^rious  means,  which  Providence  has  direc'ted,  to 
prepare  the  ttiind  for  the  l^abitation  of  his  good 
i^Htit ;  or  that  V9t  rcfift  the  didbites  of  confcience» 
which  point  out  the  danger  of  being  without  it  i  for 
in  fadt^  the  benefit  of  a  truly,  valuable  educationi 
proceeds  from  a  happy  fliafe  of  divine  grace,  dircd^ 
ing  the  judgment  to  the  wifeftconduft,  in  this  im* 
portanf  article.  So  thit  nb^  parent  can  plead  excufe 
far.inattentiQntb  their xhildren's  mtarals,  fincc  they 
hafVQ  &fipture  precept  to  inforce  their  vigilance, 
'¥iw,  if  .any,  arc  fo  ignorant,  as  not  to  know  the 
valui  of  good  exampk ;  '^if  yoUi  have  gi^ce  jourfdves^ 
|tui' \iitl  .never  f][3ate  them,  in  any  failings  whidb 
kad  to  widcednefs;  you  \yiU  encourage  them  when 
dottfiilf  and:  puni!(h  them  \rhcn  they  rebel.  Ingia- 
tltiide^  falfehood,  cruelty,  and  injuftite,  (houI4  »90r 
cfcape  chaftifemrnt.  The  greaoeft  crimes  proceed 
fiwi  fmall  bdgiiiQ«ng&.  tf  you  would  deftroy  the 
groiving  vrwA&f  you  «muft  .efie£bially  wound  the 
fopplying  TM/^,  and  to  fum  op  all  the  advice  fo 
fliort.an  opportunity  will  admit  on  this  impoitsUit 
ibbjedtr  above  all  things,  ^keep  them  from  the 
ibciety  of  ilUeducatfed,  and  unpnnciplcd  ccmpo* 
siions«  Eul  (ommumcMtiom  iontfi  good  mamffrs,  ind 
with  all  your  admonition,  and  occafional  oontc* 
(ton,  if  you  do  not  completely  guard  againft  this 
0no  fatal  tvil^  the  reft  will  pxov^  in  y^Uu    As  b/f 
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as  you  gain  ground  by  the  judicious  exercife  of 
private  difcipline,  it  will  all  be  loft  through  the 
pernicious  influence  of  vicious  company. 

Ten  years  ilc/it  and  I  may  fafely  fay  almoft  bourfy 
obfervation  of  what  concerns  this  very  arduous 
tafk,  intitles  me  (my  brethren)  to  fpeak  moft* con- 
fidently of  my  experience  in  it.  FeWy  I  believe, 
had  ever  much  lefs  reafon  to  be  fevere ;  and  few 
were  ever  inon  fo,  where  nec^ty  rendered  it  cicpi^ 
JUent ;  and  I  am  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
indifpcnfablc  duty  of  every  parent  to  aft  the  earlicft, 
and  mod  watchful  part  in  this  refped:,  that  I  fcru-* 
pie  not/  to  declare  to  you,  (from  the  pureft  good-* 
will  to  the  beft  interefts  of  yourfelves  and  families) 
that  whenever  I  turn  a  thought  to  the  valuable 
bleilings  that  are  withdrawn  from  me,  1  feci  the 
greatefl:  confolation  in  this  reflexion,  that  I  did  all 
in  my  poor  power  to  prevent  an  eternal  repara- 
tion J  that  I  mofl:  fearfully  watched  every  inclinatiou 
to  tranfgrefs,  and  as  conftantly  puniihed  every  aSlual 
cmnm^m  of  it.  That  in  every  appearance  of  natural 
degeneracy,  I  not  only  expofcd  the  future  confe- 
quence  of  it,  but  drove  to  check  the  progrefs  by 
frejint  reprehenlion ;  and  this  is  what  you  W/  muft  do, 
my  friends,  if  you  defire  to  have  r^/?/pleafure  in  your 
children  wo;,  or  ever  expeft  to  fee  them  rife,  and 
hlefs  yoq  in  the  world  to  come.  And  that  you  may 
not  fail  to  train  them  up  in  the  way  that  they  Jhould 
go,  be  particularly  cautious,  my  brethren,  in  watch- 
nag  over  your  own  w(^s.  We  are  all  on  trial  for  a 
better  fiate  than  this :  for  an  exifience  that  is  to  lafl! 
fin:  ev0i.  If  you  in  earneft  wifh  to  obtliin  a  place  in 
I  heaven. 


44^  '      A   SERMON  ON   THE 

heaven^  you  muft  not  only  avoid  thofc  groflcr 
crimes  that  will  inevitably  fhut  you  out  of  it,  but 
you  muft  cultivate  thofe  tempers,  that  are  abfolutely 
neceflary,  to  fit  you  for  the  enjoyment  of  fo  pure  a 
habitation.  There  are  many  who  may  flatter  them- 
felves  that  they  have  obtained  a  good  report,  com* 
paratively  with  the  more  notorious  Jimer,  who  ftill, 
if  they  arc  alive  to  the  diftinguifhing  charader  of  a 
QMJiian,  muft  own  they  have  much  to  leam,  as 
well  as  UNLEARN,  before  they  will  feel  that  peace 
wbUb  pafjfeth  all  underftanding.  What  I  ftiall  obferve 
in  this  refpeA,  is  not  intended  as  particularfy  levelled 
at  the  place  we  live  in,  but  it  is  the  too  general  cha« 
radter  of  all  places,  more  or  lefs,  though  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  that  in  proportion  to  comparative  numbers, 
and  the  means  of  knowing  better,  I  fear  we  have  no 
great  caufc  to  boaft  of  our  excelling  other  places  in 
true  religious,  or  moral  conduA.  I  will  briefly 
mention  fome  of  the  moft  prevailing  evil  habits, 
which  ufually  befet  the  lower  orders,  of  mankind, 
and  moft  eameftly  exhort  you  to  ftrive  againft  their 
power,  no  lefs  than  the  commiflion  of  the  moft 
diflblutc;  anions. 

To  begin  with  infoknce  to  /uperiors^  This  is  a 
very  common  failing  in  thofe  whofe  lot  is  caft  in 
the  low^r  fphere  of  life ;  it  proceeds  front  pride, 
conceit,  and  fplly,  and  difcoyers  that  levelling 
principle,  which  characters  of  this  defcription  tre 
ready  to  entertain,  when  any  thing  thwarts  their 
private  wifiies,  or  opinion.  In  proportion  as  it 
becomes  general^  it  has  ever  been  inftymcntal  to 
every  fiidtious  innovation  in  the  world ;  and  always 
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meets  its  ruin  when. carried  to  the  higheft  pitch. 
It  may  truly  be  termed  the  fpirit  of  Anticbrift,  for 
it  is  the  fpirit  of  Satan  himfelfj  rebelling  againft 
order  and  pre-eminence  i  doubting  the  authority  ef 
that  Supreme  Power  who  rules  on  earth,  as  well  as 
in  Heaven,  and  hath  placed  all  things  here  in  ufeful 
Juhordinatton,  in  imitation  of  his  more  peiiedb  go- 
vernment above,  who  hath  appointed  different  ranks, 
and  offices,  in  unerring  wifdom.  As  fome  arc 
raifed  to  rule,  fo  others  are  born  to  obey ;  and  unleft 
we  learn  humility,  fubmiflion,  and  contentment 
NOW,  to  which  end  Providence  hath  ailigned  the 
fcvcral  ftations  he  knows  to  be  Jitteft  for  us,  wc 
ihall  certainly  be  unprepared  for  relilhing  that  obe- 
dience, which  conftitutes  the  happincfs  of  Angels. 
For  the  perfon  Who  hath  not  learnt  to  do  his  duty, 
and  be  contented  in  the  dation  allotted  him  here,  is 
in  no  good  way  of  being  qualified  for  the  particular 
fituation  that  might,  otherwife,  have  been  appointed 
him  in  a  bappy  eternity.  The  Chrijlian,  then,  will 
refpeft  fuperior  orders  of  men,  for  ccnjcience-fake  i 
and  fo  condud  himfelf  in  the  pqft  he  fills  at  pre- 
fent,  that  by  regular  trial,  and  wifely  ufing  the  truft 
he  now  poffefles,  he  may  finally  have  the  true  riches 
committed  to  him,  when  he  will  be  more  capable  of 
difcerning,  and  admiring,  the  value  of  fuch  different 
conditions,  and  their  attendant  difcipline. 

Envy  is  a  no  lefs  fatal  paflion  than  difconlent; 
they  generally  accompany  each  other,  and  rule  moft 
violently,  in  our  imperfefl  nature;  a  grudging, 
greedy,  felfifh  temper,  does  in  a  manner  ^eal  the 
foul  from  God.    Although  it  robs  not  openly,  it  may 

be 
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be  confidcrcd  as  continually  pilfering  in  its  difpofi- 
lion.  Envy  cannot  bear  to  fee  the  leaft  profpcrity 
in  others,  or  any  fevor  pafs  ii/df.  This  too  is 
wholly  the  effeft  of  pride ;  it  is  hard  to  fay,  in 
which  defcription  of  men,  this  temper  is  moft 
hateful ;  in  the  rich,  or  in  the  poor  ?  The  former, 
one  might  fuppofe  had  many  reafans  to  be  fatisfied, 
<yet  we  often  fee  them  coveting  ftill  more,)  and  the 
occafional  wants  of  the  huter;  feem  naturally  to 
induce  a  fellm-feeling.  The  poor  man  that  oppress 
the  poor^  (fays  Solomon)  is  like  a /weeping  ram  that 
leaves  no  food.  *  And  he  who  envicth  him  a  mite 
of  favor,  is  Utile  better,  fince  they  want  the  power 
only,  to  devour  the  comfort  that  goes  befides  them- 
felves.  As  a  remedy  againft  this  very  cruel  difpo- 
fition,  we  (hould  refleft,  that  though  we  have  not 
all  we  wifh,  there  are  many  Vfho/uffer  more  ejential 
wants ;  and  that  unlefs  we  caft  away  this  evil  eye,  we 
fliall  be  found  far  fhort,  of  that  benevolence  and 
univerfal  love,  which  the  Gofpel  requires  of  all 
Chrift'3  true  difciples ;  and  without  which,  we  never 
can  be  qualified  to  receive  his  heavenly  welcome, 
or  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord, 

Falsehood,  and  injustice,  are  the  next  foul 
blots,  which  difgrace  the  charaAers  of  men ;  and 
can  never  dwell  in  any  foul  defirous  of  Chriftia 
purity.  The  firft  likens  men  to  the  very  author  of 
all  iniquity,  who  is  the  father  of  lies.  It  renders 
them  contemptible  to  each  other,  and  moft  hateful 
in  the  fight  of  God,  who  cannot  poffibly  delight  in 
any  thing  that  maketb  a  lie.  It  dcftroys  all  mutual 
confidence,  and  'uftly  deprives  the  perfon  of  every 

benefic 


beri^t  from  fdciety.  Liars  are  the  mofl  dangeroiii^ 
of  all  bad  charadlers,  for  they  deal  forth  wouftdi 
1;i?hich  may-  be  ftevef"  healedi  They  m^ke  havDcJ 
with  tV^  reputation^  the  deareft  property  we  poffefsj 
and  fo  heavy,  and  unpardonable  is  the  crimei  that 
God  declares  exprcfsly,  that  all  liars  fiatlbave  theit 
part  in  the  lak^,  that  burns  with  fire  and  brimftoHek 
Let  aii  fpeedily  and  earncftly  repeikt,  and  forfak<i 
this  deadly  fin,  that  have  been  guilty  of  it^  thdt 
they  may  efcape  this  dreadful  fentcnce,  and  by 
/peaking  the  truth  in  Imt  may  grow  up  into  bim  iH  alt 
things ^  who  is  the  head,  even  Cbrift. 

Deceit,  and  wrong  of  every  kind,  are  no  lefs  ill* 
eonfiftent  with  any  pretenfions  to  religious  advance-^ 
ttient ;  a  tendency  to  thefe  trtnfgreffions  in  the  cha* 
ra<5ters  of  lower  life,  is  what  fupplies  one  fubjeft 
of  Agur*s  prayer,  under  the  dreaded  temptation  of 
fuch  a  ftate.  Give  me  not  poverty,  left  being  poor  t 
fteal.  So  often  as  we  hear  the  eighth  command-* 
ment,  and  fo  fenflble,  as  the  mod  ignorant  are  of 
their  ftrift  title  to  their  own  effedls,  it  is  almoft  in- 
credible, how  often  they  miftake  the  bounds  of 
juftice,  when  encroaching  upon  their  neighbor's 
property*  The  tenth  commandment  moft  plainly 
declares,  how  guilty  we  may  be  in  this  rrfpeft^ 
without  the  allual  depriviag  others  of  th^ir  goods* 
Tboujbalt  not  covet  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbor's, 
moft  completely  forbids  the  very  desire  of  what 
does  not  belong  to  us;  Every  covetous,,  or  unjuft 
dejire,  is  as  pofitivc  a  breach  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
commandment,  and  it  is  by  not  attending  to  the 
precept,,  f^ou  Jbalt  ttof  covet,   but  purfuing  the 
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evil  difpofition  of  the  hearty  that  men  proceed  at 
laft^  to  aHual  and  ferious  fraud.  Honefty  in  the 
poor^  then^  is  an  efpecial  virtue;  it  raifes  them 
friends,  and  renders  them  dear  to  Godj  and  man. 
It  makes  their  earnings  fweet ;  their  reft  fecure ; 
and  frees  them  from  the  difhonor  of  fufpicion  Ifj 
when  necejfityi  and  the  bufy  tempter  join  to  leflen 
the  finfulnefs  of  fuch  tranigreflionsj  people  would 
ftop^  and  weigh  the  nature  of  the  acflion,  this  juft 
reflexion  might  help  to  prevent  their  being  guilty 
of  an  error,  that  leads  diredly  to  the  commiflion 
of  a  fraud ;  as  for  example,  let  all  that  are  thus 
tempted,  immediately  apply  the  following  quef- 
tion,  '  Is  this  thing  miJie^  becaufe  I  zvant,  or  v)ijb 

•  to  have  it?   or  even  becaufe  it  never  may  be 

•  mijfedy  or  ufed  by  its  proprietor?    Again,  as  that 

•  which  I  do  not  give,  can  never  rightfully  belong 

•  to  others,  fo  that  which  is  not  given  me,   can 

•  never  of  right  be  mine/  In  Ihort,  if  people 
could  be  brought  to  follow  the  golden  rule,  of  do- 
ing as  they  would  be  done  by,  thiz  Jingle  maxim 
would  wonderfully  repair  the  want  of  early  educa- 
tion, and  every  neglcifl  that  leads  to  habits  of  pil- 
fering, and  plundering  one  another.  The  poor 
would  be  fatisfied  /with  what  they  could  honeftly 
gain,  and  God  would  never  fail  to  raife  them  help 
in  any  great  diftrcfs,  if  they  were  but  ftridt  in  keep- 
ing tbiSi  and  all  his  other  commandments. 

Having  now  afforded  you  fome  general  hints 

upon  the  principal  branches  of  your  moral  conduift^ 

and  which  are  pofitively  neceflary  for  you  to  pof- 

fefs,  and  cultivate,  in  order  to  alTure  yourfelvcs, 

i  .  that 
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that  the  fpirit  of  grace  hath  made  any  real  impref^ 
fion  on  your  hearts^  I  Ihould  now  proceed  to  com- 
municate to  you  fome  further  occafional  thoughts, 
more  clofely  fuited  to  the  immediate  objcdt  of  this 
difcourfe,  and  which  have  occurred  to  me  in  con- 
fequence  of  our  late  improvements  in  this  facred 
fabric,  in  which  we  are  now  aflembled ;  but  time 
requires  that  I  Ihould  defer  them,  and  as  they  will 
furnifti  fufficient  matter  for  your  confideration  in 
the  afternoon,  I  Ihall  now  conclude  with  the  words 
of  the  laft  verfe  of  the  Pfalm  from  which  my  text 
is  taken : — and  as  I  devoutly  hope,  we  are  duly  fen- 
fible  of  God*s  great  goodnefs,  in  enabling  us  to 
meet  again  fo  comfortably,  in  this  our  own  place  of 
public  worfhip,  'and  to  unite  in  prayer,  and  fup- 
plications  for  ourfelves  and  each  other  \  let  us  /w- 
phre  him  to  be  mindful  of  us,  and  to  blefs  us  in  all 
our  words  and  works.  Let  us  join  with  heart  and 
voice  to  blefs  the  Lord  from  this  time  forth  for  ever-^ 
more ;  and  praife  his  Holy  Name  for  all  the  benefits 
beftowed  upon  us.  Thus  let  us  humbly  and  devoutly 
clofe  our  prefent  bounden  fervice,  in  the  name  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  to  whom,  one  only 
powerful,  and  Eternal  God,  be  Glory  and  Domi- 
nion, now  and  for  ever.  Amin. 
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SERMON  XXV. 


FOR  THE  EVENING. 
ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


PSAI^M  CXV.  I. 

Not  unto  us^  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  hut  unto  thy  name 

give  the  praije. 

IN  my  former  difcourfe  to  you  upon  thefc  %vords» 
I  fet  before  you  the  incumbent  duty  of  thankf- 
giying  to  Almighty  Godj  for  every  good  intention 
of  our  heart,  no  lefs  than  for  the  happy  means 
afforded  us  of  contributing  to  thefe  outward  marki 
of  religious  veneration  to  the  holy  Houfe  where 
God  hath  chofen  to  place  his  name  amongll  us.  I 
exhorted  you,  likewife,  to  pay  that  becoming  at^- 
tention  to  eveiy  moral  precept  of  the  Divine  law, 
the  exerpife  of  which,  is  pofitively  neceflary  to  pre- 
pare you  for  a  more  perfed  difgharge  of  duty  in  an 
unpolluted  fiate  of  being,  and  by  which  we  teftify 
that  our  daily  tribute  of  public  worfhip,  is  not  a 
a  merely  formal  aEl,  but  a  facrifice  of  the  hearty 
no  lefs  than  of  the  lips  or  tongue ;  that  our  prayew 
have  not  been  made  to  confecrated  walls  alone,  but 
have  afcended  up  on  high,  and  obtained  grace  for 
MS  to  work  out  our  falvation,  according  to  the  puri- 
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fying  fpirit  of  the  gofpcl :  that  they  have  reached 
the  throne  of  the  Mediator,  who  harh  vouchfafed 
fuch  a  portion  of  the  gifts  he  hath  procured  for 
man,  as  prove  that  we  belong  to  him,  and  have 
an  intereft  in  his  favour. 

I  am  come  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  fubmit 
to  your  farther  confideration,  a  few  plain  remarks, 
ivhich  our  late  unavoidable  omiflion  ©f  divine  fer- 
vice,  in  this  place,  hath  occafionally  prcfented  to 
my  mind.  By  a  fcrious  application  of  them  to 
our  own  particular  condudt,  I  trufl  we  (hall  in 
future  (how  redoubled  diligence  to  benefit  by  that 
orderly  provifion  we  enjoy,  and  the  comfortable 
means  of  adoring  our  Maker,  and  enriching  our 
minds  with  all-faving  wifdom^ 
•  If  we  are  truly  fenfible  how  much  we  owe  to 
God's  unmerited  indulgence,  for  the  ability  of 
celebrating  his  glory  in  this  particular  inftanceof 
•parochial  duty,  it  furely  behoves  us  to  attend  nioft 
gratefully,  to  the  abundant  caufes  of  praife,  for 
•which,  both  as  a  people,  and  in  our  refpeAivc 
ilations,  we  are  all  fo  deeply  indebted  to  the  rich- 
jKs  of  his  mercy.  Some  of  thcfe  innumerable 
bleflings  (of  a  public  nature)  I  niefntioncd  to  you 
in  the  morning.  Let  roe  intreat  you,  my  brethren, 
not  to  be  content  with  barely  HJienlng  to  an  earneft 
ex}iortation  on  this  fubjedl ;  which  founds  upon 
the  ear,  and  rpakes  no  further  imprejjion  ;  but  ftrivc 
to  experience  the  inward  principle.  Examine  your- 
fclves  ftriftly,  how  far  pious  gratitude  to  the  author 
of  every  good  gift,  hath  influenced  your  feelings 
fojr  thcfc,  aijd  ever^  other  comfort  you  enjoy ;  and 
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whether  on  the  contrary,  fome  are  not  indifferent^ 
if  not  wholly  dead,  to  any  fenfe  of  the  propriety ^ 
or  expediency  of  the  work  in  which  we  have  been 
engaged.  If  the  part  we  have  taken  in  this  fa« 
crifice  of  praife  is  fure,  we  cannot  too  highly  mag- 
nify our  Creator's  Name,  for  thus  difpoling  ut 
to  feek  his  honour.  If  we  feel  wanting  in  this 
effential  motive  to  qualify  our  exertions,  we  can- 
not too  Jpeedily,  or  eameftly  implore  Him  to  foften 
the  grievous  hardnefs  of  our  nature,  and  to  incline 
us  to  think  more  worthily  of  the  duty  we  conti- 
nually owe  him. 

Having  completed  this  humble  labour  of  reli- 
gious refpedl,  let  us  above  all  things  take  heed  t6 
the  main  end  of  it,  let.  us  conlider  it,  as  an  incen- 
tive or  memorial  to  worlhip  God  in  the  beauty  of 
bolinefs.  Our  BlefTed  Lord  compares  the  conduft 
of  the  oftentatious,  and  fpecious  hypocrites  among 
the  Pharifees,  to  wbited,  or  well-omamented  fe^ 
pulcbres,  which  fpeak  a  beautiful  appearance,  out^ 
wardly,  though  within  they  are  filled  with  all 
impurity,  and  dead  men's  bones.  We  may  aptly 
borrow  the  fame  allufion  as  a  feafonable  inflrudlion 
in  the  prefent  cafe.  Let  us  endeavour  to  purify  our 
inward  thoughts,  and  the  ruling  principle  of  our 
hearts,  that  they  may  refemble  the  cleannefs  of 
.thefe  outward  walls  of  the  fandluary ;  and  let  us 
not  be  fatisfied  with  approaching  God  in  our  beji 
apparel  i  or  in  elegant  builditigs,  while  the  temple 
of  our  heart  continues  flill  ungamijhcd,  and  unfwept. 
And  while  it  is  both  decent,  and  becoming  in  us, 
€0  dedicate  the  very  bed  of  the  good  things  we 
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receive  at  the  haiuiU  of  our  heavenljr  Fatherj  to 
itninediate  honor ;  let  us  beware,  left  our  affec- 
tion^  and  defires  are  clothed  (as  it  were}  in  fUfy 
rags^  and  as  unfit  for  an  accepted  fervice,  as  a 
4irty  ferjon^  and  a  ruinouf  cburcb,  when  in  our 
^ower  to  prepare  them  better  for  the  divii^ 
ptcfeiicc. 

As  every  occurrence  in  life  is  under  the  guidance 
.of  Providence,  there  can  be  no  event,  wbethor 
public,  or  private^  but  what  will  furniih  an^ple 
fubje^  for  religious  meditation,  and  (piritud 
improvement.  It  is  a  profitable  method  for  ChriC* 
tis^ns  to  purfue,  to  confider  even  the  moft  acci-r 
dental  circumftances  of  life  in  this  point  of  view. 
By  exercifmg  the  mind  to  this  kind  of  judgfpent, 
ivx  fhall  gradually  accuftqm  ourfelves  to  fuch  a 
ferious  coniideration  of  all  temporal  things,  as 
will  wonderfully  aflift  the  practice  of  having  mr 
CQUverfation  in  Hegvea^  while  here  on  earth.  Whea 
we  can  brii\g  ourfclves  to  difcern  the  hand  of  God 
iq  ^very  particular  that  bcfals  us,  we  inay  then 
be  truly  f^d,  to  live  like  them,  who  b^e  G^  m 
)h  world*  AfUdes  we  were  accuftomed  to  view 
as  indifferent,  or  unfortunate  in  tbmfeives,  will 
then  prefent  a  yaluable  confe<)uence,  and  a  favour* 
able  fide,  as  under  the  ms^nagement  ojf  the  Stiprem 
pirfSor.  And  by  having  qur  eyes  open  todifcover 
(he  ffopriety^  and  advantage  of  certain  politivc 
duties,  and  appointments,  we  fhall  be  gq^rde^ 
againft  the  fatal  effcds  of  prejudiced  opiniojiSj  and 
prevented  from  attributing  more  tp ^^r/ia/ methods 
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of  devotion  (or  firuouriU  UBcbers)  than  in  tbemfehes^ 
thejr  are  either  calculatedj  or  defigned  to  yield, 

I  would  now  more  particularly  fubmit>  how  fiur 

the  foUowiag  obfervations  agree  with  the  above 

acknowledged  truths^i  and  with  the  fentiments  of 

the   congregation.     For  my  own  part^   I  am  in-* 

clined  to  thinks  that  during  the  few  Sundays  wt 

Inve  been  unavoidably  prevented  from  paying  our 

ufual  homage  to  Almighty  God  in  our  mm  farifi^ 

many  ferious  and  fteady  minded  perfons  cannot 

but  have  been  rendered  more  fenfible  of  the  vaft 

frivikge^  hkffing,  and  comfort^  of  a  ftated  parochial 

fervice^  than  probably  ever  occurred  to  them  hfare, 

in  the  like  degree,  in  the  courfe  of  their  lives* 

The  more  I  weigh  the  intended  benefit  in  itfelf, 

the  further  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  goodnefs  of 

God  was  never  more  confpicuoufly  difpiayed,  in 

aflifting  the  wants  of  man^  than  by  direcfting  them 

to  the  diviiion  of  the  country  into  feparate  pa- 

rilhes,  and  in  endowing  thenfi  with  their  refpedlivc 

churches^  and  an  eftablifhed  miniftry. 

Being  dedrous  of  fetting  every  proper  example 
on  the  Sabbath  day,  to  thofe  under  my  care,  I 
have  attended  occafionally  at  the  neighbouring 
churches;  I  have  heard  fome  truly  evangelical 
difcourfes;  and  what  is  more,  I  tnift  they  pro- 
ceeded from  the  heart  of  the  preacher.  The  pure 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  declared  a  faith/uhiefs  to  the 
important  caufe  in  which  we  are  engaged.  My 
joint  prayers  were  offered^  that  the  word  delivered, 
might  take  deep  root  in  the  mind  of  the  mnan^ 
Virkdji  and  ftrengthen  them  who  are  in  the  way  of 

falva* 
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ialvatioft*  But  ftill,  from  the  concourfe  of  people 
that  attended  out  of  different  places^  and  who 
certainly  were  under  no  particular  necejity^  like  wr- 
Jelves,  of  leaving  their  tfivn  churches,  I  am  more 
convinced  than  ever,  of  the  error  of  wandering 
abroad  fdr  inftrudlion  on  the  Lord's  day;  of  the 
great  expediency  and  blefling  of  a  regular  mim^i 
and  Jiated  times  and  places  of  worihip ;  and  of 
the  probable  danger  of  yielding  to  a  fpirit  of 
novelty^  even  in  religious  matters,  for  which  no 
reafonable  excufe,  in  general^  can  be  advanced, 
while  God  continues  to  us  the  blefling  of  ^nd!?r,  and 
an  apoftolical  form  of  worihip.  To  fee  people 
pourii^  in  from  all  parts,  like  ft)eep  that  bad  w 
fiepberd^  I  confefs,  to  nte,  ivas  a  fight  rather  mekm- 
iboly^  than  pleajing.  I  could  not  difpoflefs  mj 
mind  of  the  principles  that  I  was  certain,  actuated 
the  larger  portion  of  the  congregation^  and  of  the 
confequent,  and  hurtful  influence  to  the  reft  of  the 
community.  I  fay  melancholy,  my  brethren,  for 
view  it  in  which  light  you  will,  it  mud  be  truly  lis 
to  every  judicious  obferver.  K  variety,  or  cwriofity, 
contribute  principally  to  fill  a  church,  where  is 
the  Jincerity  of  thejervice  ?  and  there  is  furely  little 
probable  hope  of  general  benefit  to  perfons  thus 
difpofed.  And  could  it  be  proved  true  (whkh 
God  forbid)  that  pofitive  necej/ity  inclined  promif- 
cuous  multitudes  to  follow  any  one  particular  per- 
fon,  in  preference  to  their  Jiated  pajiir^  or  from 
lack  of  means  to  ferve  their  God  in  fpirit  and 
truth,  at  their  own  place,  mofl  lamentably  dreadful 
is  the  profpedt.    But  left  I  may  be  thought  to 

judge 
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judge  too  raftily^  permit  me  to  dwell  a  little  longer 
on  each  of  thefe  particulars.  Only,  my  brethren^ 
indulge  your  own  obfervations,  and  examine  your 
own  hearts.  In  the  firfl  inflance,  how  can  we 
judge  more  fairly  of  any  cafe  than  by  effeSls  ?  Of 
the  numbers  then,  that  ever  were,  and  ever  will,  be 
ready  to  follow  what  is  called  a  fine  man,  in  tb$ 
pulpit^  have  we  experienced  that  the  generaJity  arc 
cither  Juddenly,  or  gradually  converted  to  a  better 
courfe  of  life,  than  thofe  who  are  humbly  willing 
to  ferve  God  in  the  quiet  ;way  appointed  in  their 
mtm  place  ?  Are  they  uniformly  more  chriftian  and 
fnore  moral  in  confequence  of  this,  than  other 
Chriftian  and  moral  people  who  differ  from  them 
in  this  unfettled  praftice  ?  You  will  fay,  perhaps^ 
if  all  are  not ^/ome  are.  If  this  is  granted,  it  fol- 
lows, tha[t  it  muft  be  either  owing  to  the  power 
of  the  Preacher,  or  that  it  is  not  :  If  it  is,  as  all  have 
Dot  an  equal  right  to  be  called  fne  men,  that  is,  as  all 
have  not  the  fame  gifts,  what  is  to  become  of  the 
abundant  paftors  and  congregations  who  never 
pofTelTed  fuch  talents  as  can  attradt  the  curious  from 
their  proper  churches  ?  If  you  fay  (as  is  really  the 
truth)  it  i^  net  the  preacher,  hut  the  power  of  God^ 
that  works  the  change,  then  I  reply,  the  influence 
of  divine  grace  can  operate  equally  by  one  inftru- 
mcnt  as  by  another,  for  it  is  an  abfurdity,  bordering 
on  pofitive  unbelief,  and  arraigning  the  wifdom, 
and  goodncfs  of  God  at  the  fame  time,  to  fup« 
pofe,  that  an  humble  Chriftian  heart,  under  the  very 
kumblejl  minifter  in  point  of  talents^  if  it  applies  with 
earaeh  ieal  to  kngw  G^*%  will^  and  pure  iincerity 
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to  do  hp  fhalt  not  be  Bleffid  in  itr  ioeri^  and  as  furelj 
receive  the  needful  aid  of  both  prevaiimg  and  a^^ 
hg  grace^  under  the  regular  means  that  Providence 
has  appointed  for  its  improvement,  as  though  it 
wearied  itfelf  the  whole  week  through,  in  hunting 
after  the  mod  brilliant  fpeakers,  and  powerful 
teachers.  Now  if  this  was  not  the  truth,  it  would 
neceflarily  follow,  that  every  place  Ihould  equaify 
be  provided  with  a  miniftei'  oijinffdmr  abilities  \ 
with  both  conftitutional  power  of  vdce^  and  intel* 
]e<flual  power  of  words,  to  keep  his  congregation 
Tram  wandering  to  other  places.  But  the  inexpe- 
diency of  this,  is  obvious,  l)y  God's  having  or* 
dered  it  differently:  and  even  were  it  pofliblc^  or 
proper,  that  it  fliould  be  otherwife,  while  fuch  a 
pafllon  as  the  lo^e  of  novelty,  remained  in  human 
nature ;  and  as  all  men  could  not  be  in  every  jpoint 
the^^off^,  though  they  were  more  generally  accom- 
plifhed  than  .they  are,  this  very  fame  principle 
would  ftill  operate  on  many,  to  render  them  dif- 
fatisficd  with  the  ordinary  means  provided  for 
their  parochial  inftruftion  where  they  lived. 

But  as  another  proof,  that  no  extraordinary  good 
efFcft  can  be  generally  expedled  from  the  mere 
difference  of  men's  abilities,  of  any  kind,  and  that 
fuch  converfions  are  neither  gcn€r2Aly /udden^  or 
the  impreffions  lafiixg :  only  be  honeft  enough,  my 
brethren,  to  apply  to  ypur  own  experience,  and  exa« 
mine  your  own  condufl.  Have  not  many  of  you,  in 
your  lives,  attended  diligently  to  the  moft  awfiil 
Icdlurcs  from  the  pulpit,  delivered  by  the  moft 
pious,  as  well  as  famous  men,  and  though  for  the 

time 
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umc  prefent^  you  have  fhuddered  to  the  veiy,qpicfc^ 
at  tne  denunciations  of  Almighty  vcngeartte;  thougbi 
you  have  burnt  with  hatred  againff  your  foul  in- 
gratitude towards  a  long-fufTering  God.;  though 
your  mourned  in  bitterhefs  of  fpirit,  tht  weakne0s 
and  depravity  of  your  nature^  and  for  ^He  moment^ 
Kave  felt  convi(^ion^  that  there  could  be  no  hbpd 
for  (innersj  but  in  the  ranfom  madb  by  the  precious' 
blood  of  Chrift ;  in  the  powerful  f^tisfeftiou  of  bis' 
atonement:  that  ycui  had  no  Hope  of  help  but. 
through  the  necefTary  afliflance  of  his  grace :  tliat 
all  your  very  bei^  works,  were  fullied  fc/  the  Jiljlji 
frincipUi  and  truly  worthlefe  in  the  fight  pf  God^j 
on  ibat  account.  In  fhort,  have  you  not  rhoft 
fully  joined  with  the  preacher's  earhert  affurartce,' 
thai  from  bead  to  foot  you  were  all  corrupt ,  and  full  of 
fufnfying  fores  ?  that  there  was  no  whole  part  but 
what  needed  the  healing  hand  of  Chrift,  to  rendeir 
it  poflible  you  could  be  cIeanfed,,of  even  fitted  to 
appear  before  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  ?  and  yet/ 
notwithltanding  all  thefc  undeniable  cffe(5s  of  fc- 
rious»  fearching.  fermons;  and  the  tentporary 
awakenings  of  felf-condemnatioua  have  you  not 
almoft  injtanthf  returned  to  all  the  gratifications  of 
7^3;^^ life?  Has  the preacher^s  elocjuencc;,  or  your 
own  conviftion  checked  one  fingle  day  of  public^ 
feailing,  or  wanton  revelry  ?  Has  the  drunkard' 
become  fober  ?  or  the  diflolute,  chafie  ?  the  proud' 
man  humble  ?  the  purloiner  more  juff  ?'  Have  you 
not  continued . flaves  to  the  mod  vain  and  trifling' 
purfuits  of  worldly  amufementj  as  if  you  had 
never  heard  a  gofpel  fermon  preached  in  all  j^our 
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fives  ?  Hive  you  not,  many  of  you  (accordin^to 
.  the  ftrong  deicription  of  the  finncr'a  foul  reUpfc, 
as  fet  forth  in  holy  fcripture)  returned  Uh  tbedeg 
to  bis  vomit,  and  as  the  Jva>  to  her  vioUeviing  in  the 
mret  If  no  other  fruits  have  followed  your  toil 
and  zeal  for  popular  preachers,  than  your  own  ex- 
perience difcovcrsi  you  might  as  well  have  flald 
at  heme ;  you  could  not  poflibly  have  done  werfe. 
But  it  is  time  I  (hould  (how  you  how  you  might 
lave  dona  great  deal  hetter.  By  not  looking  up 
to  the  nian,  but  to  bis  taafter,  and  your  mafter,  you 
may  ever  aflure  yourfclves  oi  Jufficient  grate,  to  fix 
the  truths  you  will  always  hear -at  churchy  fbdeeply 
in  your  mind,  and  heart,  that  they  will  prevent 
your  being  merely  bearers,  and  not  doers  of  the 
word.  Surely  you  will  allow  that  fuch  a  condutS 
as  I  have  juft  defcribed,  is  wholly  inconfiftent  with 
any  Ihare  of  active  grace,  and  all  who  cannot 
prove,  by  a  vifible,  and  continued  courfe  of  puriry, 
gravity,  and  fincerity,  that  their  lives  arc  tridj 
altered  for  the  better,  muft  give  up  the  valuable 
effeiSs  of  any  preaching,  upon  them.  From  all 
thefe  obfervations  then,  I  naturally  conclude, 
that  the  ruling  caufe  that  renders  people  difcon- 
ted  with  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  which  their 
own  particular  fituationfurnifhes,  is  fas  theApoftle 
complained  t^  old)  that  tbey  have  itching  ears. 
When  our  Chrinkn  churches  were  in  many  parts 
demolillied  by  th^  profane  rage  of  civil  war,  it 
was  a  glorious  fight  to  fee  the  zeal  of  the  multitude 
for  God's  worlhip  difplayed  in  any  fliape.  If  there 
was  no  church  ap|}ropriated  for  God's  regular  and 
f4ema 
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folemn  wbrfliip,  it  would  be  juftifiablc  and  incum- 
bent on  us  to  offer  the  homage  of  our  praife  and 
adoration,  wben^  and  wherever  we  could  affemble, 
but  under  the  univerfal  blefling  of  undifturbcd  re- 
pofe,  with  every  comfortable  provifion  for  God's 
reafbnable  fervicc,  it  certainly  betrays  a  wavering 
turn  of  mind,  to  defen  God's  houfe  in  our  (mm 
parifh,  although  we  help  to  croud  it  in  another.' 
One  inevitable,  and  exceptionable  confequencc  of 
which  is  this,  that  perhaps  a  larger  church  remains 
almoft  dejerud^  while  a  fmaller,  is  rendered  ex- 
tremely inconvenient,  and  uncomfortable  to  the 
proper  congregation^  that  belong  to  it ;  and  much 
confiiiion  and  irreverent  condudt,  is  confequently 
committed,  without  a  poffibility  of  being  pre- 
vented. 

But  there  is  another  argument  that  weighs  con- 
fiderably  againft  the  praAice  of  running  abroad  for 
knowledge,  and  ftrengthens  the  plea,  and  benefit 
of  ferving  God>  where  his  providence  has  fixed  our 
habitation.  For  after  all,  preaching,  however' 
ufeful,  is  but  a  fecondary  portion  of  public  duty»  on 
the  Lord's  Day ;  the  principal  worlhip  of  God  con- 
lifts  in  our  devotions,  in  humble  fupplicatioOj ' 
and  grateful  praife.  Herein  is  the  peculiar  beauty 
and  value  of  our  eftablifhed  form  of  worlhip.  AI- 
moft  every  prayer  is  a  little  fermon  in  tt/elf.  In 
this  part  of  the  public  fervice,  we  may  both  hear, 
and  read  the  word  of  God,  to  moft  defirable  edifi- 
cation, and  depend  upon  it,  my  friends,  they  whofe 
hearts  are  not  prepared  by  prayer,  are  poorly  quali«- 
ficd  to  profit  by  any  fermons,  even  the  very  fineft, 

that 
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that  can  be  delivered.  Btifides^.  it  too  freqpiendy 
bappensi '  that  they  who  are  fo  very  partial  to  bear 
the  w$rJ^  (as  they  term  it),  as  to  go  fometimes  to 
a  great  diftance  for  that  purpofe^  are  very  Hkriy  do 
come  too  late  to  join  their  fellaw-chriflianft  in 
the  effential  duty  of  public  prayer:  by  repetiiimt  of 
tjiis  praAice,  they  may  gradually  become  indiffetM 
ent  to  the  value  of  this  important  exercife,  and 
content  themfelves  with  that>  Icfs  nourifhing  to  the 
ibul.  Thefe  remarks^  dire<SlIy  lead  me  to  take 
fomc  further  notice  of  xhtfecond^  and  moft  alarm* 
ing  plea,  I  purpofed  to  confider,  and  which  is  oc-* 
cafionally  alledgcd  in  vindication  of  a  prooeedingi 
I  cannot  recommend ;  namely^  whether  it  is.  an 
ahfolute  lack  of  means  in  any  place,  that  juftifics  the 
too  prevailing  cuflom  of  employing  much  of  the 
Sabbath  Day  in  travelling  after  differoit  preachers? 
Upon  this  queftion  I  (hall  add,  that  no  juft  excuft 
of  this  kind  can  be  urged,  becaufe  all  true  friends 
of  (nrder,  will  fubmit  mod  btmbfy^  td  that  peculiar 
mode  appointed  for  them,  in  the  general  difpofition 
of  divine  pleafure.  They  will  difcover  no  turn  for 
wUl  worlhipby  c^wing/avmti  methods  of  their  mdbt; 
and  as  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  the^Ta^,  the 
help,  ot  favor  of  God  is  equally  promifed  to  all  that 
truly  a/i  it,  and  faithfully  ufe  it  every  where,  fo  it  is 
nolefs certain,  that  every  perfon  religioufly  difpofed, 
may  become  a^  good,  as  God  would  have  them,  by 
conic ientioufly  cultivating  the  meaus  difpenfed  for 
their  improvement  in  a  regular  way  :  and  as 
Mofe«  fpeaking  to  the  difcontented  Ifraelites,  faid, 
H^bat  is  Aaron ^  tk(^  ye  murmur  againfi  bim?  (N»™b* 
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xvu  i  I . )  fo  we  may  as  truly  lay,  what  istapy  preacher, 
eminenfj  or  indifferent  in  natural  powers?  Nothing 
but  an  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  God  to  do  bis 
work,  all  the  fuccefs  depends  upon  the  hearera 
purity  of  will,  and  the  influence  of  God*sfpirit  to 
enlighten,  firengthen,  and  ailift  their  mutual  pious 
labors.  From  all  that  has  been  offered,  1  would 
infer,  that  a  paflion  for  variety,  is  what  more  gene- 
rally pervades  the  populace,  than  any  genuine  zeal 
fot  balinefs.  Experience  proves  thcfaSi  for  only 
remove  the  motive  of  cttriojity,  and  you  (hall  fee  the 
lame  holy  place  as  empty  another  Sunday,  as  it  was 
full  the  laft.  Let  a  different  ftranger  be  announced^ 
and  you  will  find  it  again  ^i^  fuller  than  before  \ 
nay,  we  may  conclude  no  better  principle  influences 
the  outward  duty  of  very  many,  fince  the  effe&s  of 
fiich  fapcied  excellence  rarely  laft:  for  example 
fome  fcarce  ever  appear  at  church  but  on  thefe  oc^ 
cafions^  and  were' they  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  the 
very  alarming  truths  ibmetimes  conveyed  to  them 
by  the  mouths  oi  ftrangers^  they  would  certainly 
never  defift  from  fcrving  God  in  the  beft  manner 
they  could,  in  the  very  place  where  his  holy  word 
enjoins  t\itm  to  attend.  In  fliort,  from  the  dan- 
gerous confequences  o(  divifons,  which  are  always 
injurious  tothc  bond  of  peace,  and  never  more  necef- 
£iry.to  be  guarded  againft,  than  in  times  like  thefe, 
which  (as  our  gracious  Sovereign's  prOtlamation 
fufitciently  declares)  are  dreadfully  alarming;  fo  I 
am  induced  to  think,  the  unfettled  and  diforderly 
example  attending  ^  zeal  of  this  defcriptipn,  is  of 
more  detrimejii  than  benefit  to  the  religious  ad- 
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vanccrrient  of  the  community  ia  general.    And  if 
people  would  but  fpe^k  0^/;  feveral  muftconfefs 
(from  their  own  knowledge)  that  repeated  indul- 
gences of  this  kind,  tend  to  a  habit  of  idle  wander^ 
ingi  and  perplexed  notions  in  religion.     And  now« 
if  you  enquire  to  what  end,  I  have  faid  fo  much 
upon  this  fubjcd: ;  my  reafon  is  plain,  and  ready : 
I  could  wi(h  that  every  circumftance  both  puilic 
and  private,  might  contribute  to  render  us*  duly 
Icnfible  of  the  certain  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
a  (Iridic  and  faithful  difcharge  of  our  refpeAive>  and 
indifpenfable  duties.     This,  I  think  is  the  third 
public  occafion^  in  which  I  have  had  thehappinefi 
to  affift,  (incc  I  have  refided  among  you.   Thcfirft, 
call  upon  my  office,  was  to  renew  a  very  ufefiil 
cuftom,  which  had  been  neglefted  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years  before*.     It  was  with  innocent  mirth, 
and  general  joy,  that  you  attended  mc  when  I  led 
you  round  the  bounds  of  this  particular  diftrid,. 
•where  God  hath  allotted  us  to  fojoum  a  while  to- 
gether.    Strive  with  me,  my  friends,  that  our  re- 
joicing may   be  mutual,  when  we  (hall  meet  on 
the  other  fide  this  mortal  boundary,    and  that  it 
may  be  in  the  place,  where  are  pleafures  for  ever^ 
morn  and  where  nothing  (hall  interfere  to  di(com- 
pofe  them.     How  much  more  glorious  and  defira- 
ble  is  the  profpcA,  \  of  my  leading  you  to  the 
realms  of  heavenly  light,  and  love;  the  wi(h  of  my 
heart,  and  the  end  of  allmy  humble  labors  now  to- 
wards you-     The   boundary  wc  marked  together 
here,   is  periihable,  and  uncertain,  but  our  inhe* 
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Pitancejball  he  eternal  in  the  heavens ^  nor  (hall  any 
limits  oUime, or /pace,  confine  our  growing,  endlefs 
happinefs.  The  fecond  tcft  of  fccular  obligation^ 
which  my  profellional  engagements  exaded  from 
me,  was  to  unite  my  beft  endeavours  with  your 
own,  to  fupport  a  national  caufe,  that  did  honor  to  ' 
OMx  public  principles :  Even  this  exertion,  may  evince 
the  propriety  of  our  zeal  for  ftill  more  Jerious  in^ 
terefts.  When,  in  defence  of  our  temporal  concem's, 
and  as  members  of  the  happy  government  we  now 
enjoy,  many  of  you  accompanied  me,  as  no  lefs 
Jleady  members  of  that  Church  in  which  God*s  gra- 
cious providence  hath  appointed  we  fhould  be 
born,  and  bred ;  we  were  then,  certainly,-  ading, 
(according  to  the  forms  eftablijhed),  a  reajonable 
and  honejl  fervice^ .  But  how  inconfiftent  will  it  ap-^ 
pear,  my  brethren,  if  when  fo  zealous  for  the  name , 
of  our  profeflion,  we  (hew  fo  little  value  for  the  end 
of  God's  precious  blefling  of  fo  excellent  a  Church  ? 
And  as  fome  of  us  even  at  the  hazard  of  our  livesf, 
gave  bounden  teftimony  to  our  attachment  for  the 
outward  form  of  worfliip  we  employ,  let  us  nor, 
when  no  difficulty  appears,  fall  ihort  of  profiting 
by  the  means,  that  form  fupplies.  Let  not  our 
neglcdt  to  ferve  God  in  his  holy  houfe,  contradidl: 
the  fincerity  of  our  wilhcs,  that  nothing  may  prevail 
againji  it,  nor  our  contributing  to  its  refpeftable 
appearance  be  the  only  regard  we  (hew  it,  or  the 
only  benefit  we  hope  to  reap  from  it ;  on  the  con- 

*  Attending  the  freeholders  of  the  pari(h  to  a  county  eleAion« 
f  Sevenl  fatal  accidents  having  nearly  taken  place  in  coniequenct  . 
of  the  riotous  proceedings  at  conteded  ckAions, 
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trarj^i  a^^I  freely -advifed  fuch  meafurek  as  tend  in 
eoery  fenfe  to  uj^ieid  our  church  on  earthy  fufFei' 
me  iikewife  to  aflifl:  in  leadiiig  you  to  be  faithful 
members  of  the  univerjal  church  in  Heaven^  that 
we  may  reap  our  reward  together^  for  having  adted 
wifely  in  every  point  of  duty.     Thcfc  pliiin,  but 
pofitivc  inllances  of  our  too  different  condu<9:  rc- 
fp6Gt\n%  temporal^  and  eternal  things^  may  fcrvc  to 
open  our  eyes  to  our  manifold  deficiences  in  the 
huter  cafe,  and  convince  us  that  unlefs  we  change 
dUr  condu6ly  it  will  not  profit  us  at  laft^  whatever 
fuccefs  the  former  may  receive  by  our  a&ivity. 
ffi/j  is  the  caufe,  my  friends,  of  my  availing  my- 
felf  at  thi^  time,  of  thefe  particular  allulions;  fa 
s^plicable  to  .the  occq/lon,  and  fo  fiimiliar  to  your 
knowledge.    As  I  am  well   convinced,   that  the 
ffreatoft  advantages  may  be  obtainedj  by  a  r^ular 
attendance  on  God's  holy  worfhip,  in  the  particular 
places  to  which  people  belong,  I  judged  therefore, 
I  could  not  take  too  much  pains  to  (hew  you,  that 
it  is  not  always  the  fpirit  of  pure,  and  humble  reli- 
gion (as  fome  may  fuppofe)  that  dlraws  the  multi- 
tude together,  in  (yther  places,  but  often  very  diffe* 
rent  motives.*    However  Hretiuous  an  advocate  I 
am  for  liberty  of  every   kind,  and   efpecially  for 
liberty  of  confciencej  yet  I  cannot  refrain  my  opinion^ 
that  wKerever  the  found  word  of  truth  is  delivered^ 
fo  far  the  pure  ftrvicc  of  God  is  hithfully  pefformed-, 
and  it  is  the  fault  of  the  people  only  if  they  remain 
unfruitful.    Whofoever  in  fuch  a  place,  (hall  negled 
the  proper  feafons  of  joining  in  that  fervicc  5  who- 
elftr,  through  fond  partiality  for  particular  men,  or 
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doSrines,  (liall  go  a  great  way  from  home,  to  fervc 
the  Lord  (even  fometimes  at  the  expencc  of  health, 
and  great  inconvenience)  when  the  church  to  which 
they  profefs  to  belong,  is  at  their  v^  door,  however 
religious  and  ferious  they  may  be  in  c/ivr. rcfpecls ; 
in Jbis,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  they  err,  and  with- 
out the  leaft  breach  of  charity,  we  may  conclude, 
that  the  influence  of  prejudice,  perverjenejs ,  or  human 
weaknefs,  mull  have  taken  ftrong  polTedion  of  them, 
before  they  can  perfevere  in  fuch  a  condudl. 

I  have  no  view  in  thcfc  obfcrvations,  my  bre- 
thren, to  c&ndefm,  or  difluade  perfons,  who  MffefH 
from  our  eftablifhed  for.m  on  principles  oitducatiori^ 
from  following  the  maxims  or  cuftoms  which  early 
habit  hath  taught  them  to  believe  moft  expedient  t<> 
their  inftrudion,  or  bapfit^efs.  I  only  propofe  thefe 
general  fentiments,  as  a  profeflional  cauikn  to  that 
particular  flock^  to  which  1  am  appointed  overfeer^ 
not  to  be  decoyed  through  the  fpirit  of  curUfity,  to 
defert  their  ^wn  place  of  worjbip,  at  the  hazard  of 
unfettling  their  minds,  affording  a  deluding  ex- 
ample to  their  neighbors,  and  helping  to  ieparate 
and  weaken  that  religious  fociety,  which  it  is  our 
bigheft  intiteft,  as  wife  men,  good^ubjoSls,  and  bumble 
Cbriftiansy  to  fupport,  and  increafe  to  the  utmoft  of 
Mr  power.  Nor  would  I  be  thou^t  to  lower  the 
value  of  uncommon  abilities  in  any  man ;  or  the 
necellary  cultivation  of  the  powers  nature  has  be- 
ftowed  upon  them.  In  their  peculiar  pofts,  and 
providential  -{lations,  they  may  be  eminently  em- 
ployed to  the  glory  of  the  Divine  Aathor^  and  the 
good  of  the  fouls  committed  to  th(ir  care.    But  I 
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would  have  all  the  honor  given  to  God.  Man  of 
himfelf  is  abundantly  prone  to  vanity,  without  fuch 
aids  to /piritualpruk;  for  what  has  ary  manj  that  he 
hath  not  received?  And  who  caufethone  to  differ 
from  another  ?  -^//that  I  mean,  then,  is  to  prevent 
injurious  and  *di (heartening  comparifonsi  and  to  re- 
move that  vtvyfalfe  and  dangerous  notion,  that  fal- 
vation  is  not  fo  likely  to  be  found,  where  lefs  blaz^ 
ing,  but  fteady  light  diredls  the  careful  Chriltian, 
in  his  way,  as  where  thefe  more  brilliant  Stars  of 
Gofpel  information  attradl  our  admiration.  What ! 
Shall  we  fuppofe  our  churches  are  beneficial  only  to 
the  weak,  and  aged,  to  cripples,  and  children?  In 
regard  to  the  latter,  I  muft  obferve,  in  this  place, 
that,  as  I  (hewed  you  in  the  morning,  early  habits 
become  a  fecond  nature,  fo  it  is  the  moft  injudici- 
ous, and  unwarrantable  practice,  to  ufe  youth  early 
(without  pofitive  necedity  requires)  to  toam  to  dif- 
ferent churches,  (ince  thereby  they  acquire  a  daa« 
gerous  cuftom  before  it  ia  pofTible  they  caa  have 
any  re<if9n  to  make  a  preference.  If  partiality  on  any 
fide,  (hould  be  encouraged,  it  Ihould  lean  to  thai 
which  (Irengthens  the  falutary  habits  of  their  fore- 
fathers, and  not  to  render  them  wavering,  and 
'  ungovernable,  from  their  very  infancy. 

Thefe  feveral  thought$  prefcnted  themfelves  at 
different  times,  as  I  turned  my  mind  to  the  fubjedl 
of  our  late  improvement  of  this  Holy  Place,  I 
am  fenfible  I  have  detained  you  con(iderably  beyond 
my  ufual  time  of  preaching,  and  will  therefore  con* 
elude  with  thefe  few  following  exhortations. 

A$  God  ha$  permitted  us  of  this  generation  th< 

honor 
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honor  of  refitting,  and  adorning  his  Holy  Houfe; 
let' us  beware  that  wc  in  no  fhapc  murmur,  or 
grudge  any  juft  portion  of  the  bounden  tribute  that 
may  fall  to  ovir  refpedlive  (hare  ;  left  we  be  found 
unworthy  of  the  blefling  of  the  Lord.     We  muft 
remember  that  God  loveth  a  cbearful  giver ;  and 
cfpecially  let  the  nature  of  our  prefent  undertaking* 
remind  us,  that  as  this  outward  Temple  requires 
o€cajional  repair  to  render  it  fcrviccable,  and  fecmly, 
and  at  lat  mn^  finally  be  deftroyed^  fo  thefe  teni- 
ples  of  our  bodies,    demand   continual  care,    and 
purifying^  that  tliey  may  become  a  proper  habita- 
tion for  the  (an<5lifying  fpirit  of  grace  to  dwell  in* 
Let  us  refledl,  that  they  muft  likewife  perifti,  but 
that  both  are  n(yw  provided  us  as   inftrumental^ 
through  God's  mercy,  to  our  fecuring  a  better  tem* 
pie  in  the  life  of  glory ;  For  we  know  that  if  our 
earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were  diffblved,  we  have 
another  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands 
eternal  fn  the  heavens.     With  this  view  chiefly,  we 
ihould  cherifh  all  refpedt  to  this  material  houfe^ 
where  God  has  chofe  to  fix  his  name  amongft  us ; 
that  when  both  it  and  we,  have  felt  the  efFe<Sts  of 
time,  and  fure  mortality,  we  may  come  forth  bright 
as  the  Sun,  in  the  refurredtion  of  the  juft;  And 
when  this  corruptible  fiall  have  put  on  incorruption,  and 
this  mortal  immortality,  we  may  triumph  together 
with  Chrift,  over  fin,  and  death,  and  reign  with 
him  for  ever,  in  light,  peace,  and  glory.     {Iftto  thy 
Name  then,  moft  Holy  God,  be  all  the  fraije,  by  thefe 
enlivening  profpedls,  and  for  all  the  bleflTed  privi- 
legesj   promifesi   and  opportunities  of  partaking 
.^  /T  H  h4  pf 
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of  a  better  nature.  O  may  it  be  oor  coatinoit 
endeavor  fo  to  employ  the  fre/etii  time,  as  to  ufc 
every  eafy»  regular^  and  fufficient  means  of  honor- 
ing,  ferving^  and  obeying  Thee.  That  we  may  be 
found  acceptable  in  thy  fightj  and  receive  that  bkf- 
fing  which  diy  beloved  Son  fhall  finally  pronounce 
on  all  who  love  and  fear  thee.  May  this  be  the 
^ppy  lot  c^  all  who  hear  me»  and  that  I  may  be 
inftrumental  n§zt^  and  a  partaker  ber^er^  of  your 
cadlefs  joy,  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  gnmt, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  to  whom  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  doounioii*  and 
gldry  for  ever  and  ever^  An^iu 
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.  I  Cor.  xi.  and  part  of  the  24th  verfe. 
^s  do,  in  remembrance  tf  me. 

MUCH,  and  often,  as  I  have  difcourfed  to  you 
upon  this  fubjed,  (my  brethren)  it  is  natural 
for  you  to  conclude,  there  remains  fcarcely  any 
thing  new  to  be  offered  upon  it.  Happy  would  it 
make  me,  if  I  could  imprefs  your  minds  with  a 
deep  fenfe  of  your  duty  concerning  it,  aad  thereby 
lead  you  to  ferious  refledion,  and  holy  refolution* 
3ut,  as  fince  the  time  of  my  firft  beginning  the 
tafk  of  earneftly  exhorting  you  to  confider  the  na- 
ture, and  comforts  of  this  holy  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  the  number  of  communicants  is 
fomewhat  increafed^  I  own  I  am  rather  encouraged 
to  proceed  in  my  further  endeavors  no  lefs  for  their 
benefit,  than  for  that  of  all  who  are  ft  ill  caiclefs 
about  difcharging  this  important  duty  of  their 
Chriftian  profeilion.  To  thofe  who  have  been  per-- 
fuaded  to  an  cutward  compliance  with  our  Lord's 
command  it  is  very  neceliary  to  adminifter  caution, 
that  they  do  not  re^  fatisfied  with  their  obedience^ 

as 
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as  a  mzrt-fsrmal  fervice ;  but  that  they  lahour  eanufi^ 
to  obtain  thoiie  Chriftian'graccs  which  an  bumhlt,  and 
faithful  attendance  upon  this  blefled  Sacrament,  is 
,  calculated  to  produce  in  their  hearts.  They  muft 
not  b,e  content  with  only  t^ing  the  oiitward  vifible 
elements,  but  labor  'to  experience  fome  ittawd 
nottriflmeni  from  the  Jpiritual  application  of  Chrift's 
blefling  on  their  endeavors.  "Tliey  muft  perfift  in 
the  ufe  of  the  means,  'till  by  frequently  commemo- 
rating the  dwth  and  iufferingsof  their  Savior,  they 
learn  to  die  to  fin,  t»  live'  unto  rigbteaufnefst  mnJ  to  gUrj 
in  the  croft  fif  Jk'  l«ri  ffifm  Qmjt.  Oa  the  other 
hand,  zve  muft  continue  to  prefs  the  great  obliga- 
tion that  atiate  under,  to  obey  their  Lord's  Qom- 
iDiuid,  whichperfevenuice,  may  happily,  (in  God's 
good  time)  ptove  iaArumental  to  their  conviAioUt 
whohave  bepn  hithertoiMgligent  in  i4iis  refpcd;  fo 
that  finally,  (if  we  fa.int.noc)  aU tnt^  came  t4  *be huw- 
ledge  tf' the  triftb. 

:  A  very  dntercfting  fcafon  is  new  at  hand  »,  when 
it  is  cuftomary  to  adminifter  the  blefled  Sacrament 
of  Chrift's  t»dy  and  b|aod :  a  feafon  when  no  real 
Offrifttans  will  keep  away  from  the  Lonl's  Table,  if 
they  .can  f^tly  attend.  And  as  there  is  fufficient 
time  for  >the  due  preparation  of  all  who  -have  a 
jufi  fenfc  of  the  nature  and  tteitffity  of  this  Ghriftian 
facrificc,  and  who  ^rtgedly  dif^fid  towards  it,  I  hope 
to  ha«e  a  comfortable  affurance  of  your  gntefol 
fenCc  of  that  imptvunt  event  to  be  celeb/ated  next 
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Sunday.  But  on  this  point  I  (hall  have  bccaiion  to 
fjpeak  more  fully  in  its  proper  place. ^ 

I  {hall  drive  to  make  the  arguments  I  am  about 
to  advance  for  your  inftnvftion  at  this  time  (my 
brethren)  as  clear,  and  convincing^  as  poilible;  by 
adapting  them  to  the  underlVanding  of  the  moft 
unlearned  hearer ;  and  placing  them  in  fuch  ftrik- 
ing  lightj  as  I  hope  (with  God's  bleiling)  may  take 
cffedl,  in  leaving  the  mod  ignorant  and  thoughdefs^ 
without  excufe,  if  they  ftill  hold  out  againft  their 
BlelTed  Matter's  invitation :  if  they  ftill  negled:  the 
eafy^  and  happy  opportunities  he  is  pleafed  to 
afford  them,  to  become  acquainted  with  every 
nticeflary  information,  relative  to  this  grand  article 
of  their  Chriftian  faith. 

And  to  this  end,  I  think  proper  to  mention^ 
befdre  I  proceed  further;  that  for  the  encourage^ 
ment  of  all  who  are  religioufly  inclined,  and  pef^ 
haps  not  equally  capable  with  fome,  in  receiving 
fo  much  benefit  as  might  be  wiihed,  from  zjef  dif« 
courfe  of  this  kind  ;  that  I  (hall  keep  myfelf  difeil* 
gaged  the  whole  week  following,  from  fix  o'clock'  iit 
the  evening  till  eight,  for  the  purpofe  df  difcourfing 
with  any  of  my  pariihioners  who  may  entertaiil 
Jcruples  on  this  fubjeA,  which  they  wilh  to  hav^ 
removed  I  and  of  affcnrding  them  every  At^ti  of  iirt 
formation,  and  fatisfa^ion^  they  can  deiire,  to  afRf( 
their  coming  to  the  Lord's  table;  with  fecurity  and 
comfort,  to  their  own  minds.  And  here  I  beg  leav^ 
to  addrefs  myfdf  particularly  to  any  pref(Snt,  wh# 
thougb  they  have  b^en  publicly  confirmed  in  thtf 
iblema  vows  they  niade  at  baptifm,  have  never  yet 
J  '  partook 
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partook  of  that  holy  rite,  for  which  the  olber  cere- 
mony is  defigncd  to  qualify^  and  prepare  them. 
Several  years  have  now  elapfed^  fince  many  openly 
profefifed  themfelvcs  members  of  Chrift*s  Church, 
and  yet  even  to  this  day^  they  have  not  proved  the 
truth  of  their  profcflion,  by  giving  the  ferious  tcfti- 
mony  required,  to  (hew  that  they  do  belong  to 
Chrift.  Every  one  of  common  fenfe,  muft  fee,  that 
to  defer  doing  this,  is  to  trifle  with  their  Redeemer, 
and  their  own  falvation ;  and  therefore  I  fed  it  an 
incumbent  duty,  to  warn,  and  prefs  ail  fuch,  to 
delay  no  longer,  but  t6  take  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity of  making  their  peace  with  God  for  their 
paid  negledl,  and  by  future  obedience,. to  aifure  his 
favor :  for  what  can  young  people  expedt  will  be- 
come of  them,  without  it  ?  According  to  the  tenets 
of  the  Church  of  which  you  are  members,  you  have 
been  taught  to  acknowledge  from  your  infancy, 
that  the  graces  or  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a 
proper  participation  of  this  Sacrament,  are  neccf- 
lary  to  the  falvation  of  ^//  Cbriftims:  and  if  fo,  they 
can  be  accounted  but  half  Chriftians,  even  as  to 
outward  forms  y  who  wilfully  refufe  to  fulfil  the  decla- 
rations they  have  fo  pofitively  and  frequently  made. 
I  do  therefore  moft  eameftly  requeft  all  fuch  to 
weigh  the  importance  of  this  charge,  and  to  let  mc 
have  the  happinefs  of  becoming  inftrumental  to 
their  advancement  in  real  piety,  and  Cbriftian 
order.  I  repeat  this  invitation,  becaufe  notwith- 
ftanding  the  ferious  and  needful  exhortation  I  fo 
often  deliver  on  this  fubjedlj  I  would  not  be  acccf- 
iary  to  the  enfnaring  ignorant,  and  Inconfidentfe 
3  perfons 
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perfons^  into  a  bafiy^  and  dangerous  compliance 
with  a  command,  which  if  irreverently  obfervcd, 
might  tend  to  harden,  inftead  oi  humbling  their  hearts* 
Let  fuch  as  wi(h  to  become  CI>riftians  indeed*  by 
all  means  give  this  becoming  proof  of  their  calling: 
let  them  communicate  zzjfeedilyy  and  frequently  as 
in  i\x€ixfw)er:  but  let  them  at  the  fame  time*  be 
advifed  to  underjland  what  they*  are  about>  that  is, 
to  engage  God's  blefling  on  their  defign  by  a  devout 
humble  and  penitent  frame  of  mlnd^  and  fuch  a  due 
degree  of  information^  which  every  fenfible  perfon 
will  fee  expedient  to  be  obtained^ 

Having  judged  this  a  proper  introduAion  to  the 
following,  difcourfe,  I  {hall  now  proceed  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  nec^ty  and  benefit  of  receiving  this 
Holy  Sacrament ;  and  of  the  great  fin  of  continuing 
indifTcrent^as  to  this  mod  eflential  Chriftian  duty* 
The  other  principal  points  I  (hall  endeavor  to  efta* 
blifti  will  be  thefe.    To  give  this  ordinance  a  greater 
fhare  of  confequence,  than  can  be  expedled  from  a 
merely  formal  a<3:  of  religious  fervice  j  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  remove  every  falfe,  and  improper 
notion  concerning  it.     I  hope  to  make  you  fenfi- 
ble, that  we  are  not  to  look  upon  this  ceremony  in 
the  light  of  a  chaRm>  that  is  to  make  us  wife*  and 
holy  at  once,  cr  irrejijlibly' fo ;  but  that  it  is  to  be 
perfoiined,  as  a  real  means  of  grace,  ading  in  as 
rational  confequence,  upon  every  mind  duly  dif« 
pofed  for  improvement,  as  any  efber  precept  en- 
joined in  Holy  Scripture;   that  it  is  an  adion 
whereby  you  may  receive,  what  as  weak  creatures^ 
you   hourly  ftand  in  need  pf,,  viz.  God's  help,  and 

&vor. 
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ftvori'  And  I  bdieve  it  is  almofl:  needlefs  to  add, 
diat  ^itboaf^  thefe,  you  \(rill  never  be  able  to  pleafe 
himv  ^nd  of  courfe  can  never  ie/aved ;  can  never 
ctlter  incty  the  jcy  ^f  jomr  Lard;  or  in  other  words, 
can  never  be  ^mittdl'  into  bis  prefence^  nukre  m 
fki^resfor  Afermore. 

But  that  you  may  reap  every  poflible  advantage 
from  thefe  general  h^ds  of  ihftruAion,  I  will 
nduce  theih'  to  more  dtftind  order. 

Firft,  I  will  fliew  you,  that  to  I'eceive  the  Lord's 
Supper  being  a  pofitive  command^  as  fuch,  it  exads 
indifpenfable  obedienw.  The  command  is  clearly  coo- 
ttined  in  thefe  wordsj  thi^  do. 

Secondly,  I  will  explain  to  you^  the  incerefiing 
iigni^cation  of  the  next  wordsj  in  rembmbrakci 
OB  IT'S.    And 

Thindly,  I  ftiall  conclude  with  a  few  plain  argu- 
ments for  your  coniideration,  as  may  aflift  in  per- 
fuading  you  to  become  more  exemplary  in  this 
duty  for  the  future*     • 

Obedience  to  any  command;  perfonmnceofan; 

ceremony ;  or  the  application  of  any  means  that  ii 

tikdy  to  forward    your  principal    haffimjs^  and 

prevent  your  greateft  fhij^^  is  furcly  rtatfcr  of 

thedeepeft  concern,  and  highly  worthy  your  ob- 

fervomce.    I  am  fo  truly  anxious,  my  brcihren, 

that  you  fiiould  not  lofe  the  adtantage  of  fuch 

valuable  lielp  towards  accpmplifliing  your  Chriftiaii 

warfare,  that  in  every  difcourfe  ,to  you  upon  this 

important  ordinance  of  our  holy  religion,  I  ufe  mf 

utmoft  endeavors  thaf  no  diffieukies  (hall  ^fAtsk 

tiiemfelves  from  ha^d  Perms^  or  too  pro^Mid  so 
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exaxninatioh  of  the  fubje6^ ;  h^ppily^/ucb  a  method 
is  no  Mraya  neceflary  for  its  being  duly  underftood» 
though  it  may,  nevcrthelefs,  be  fometimes  ejnployed 
with  great  propriety  for  the  information^  and  con- 
vidibion  of  thof^,  who  having  received  an  education 
requiring  a  more  r^neJ  addrefs,  are  capable  of  pro<^ 
fiting  by  learned  enquiries,  and  applications*  I 
ihall  therefore  treat  of  it  now,  as  is  natural  to  fup* 
poTb  our  BleiTed  Lord  at  fuft  intended^  fo^that  it 
Qiight  be  received  with  fafety,.  and  comfort,  by 
the  moft  unlearned  dtfciple :  for  as  .  Chrift  came  to 
preach  the  Gofpel  to  the  poor,  we  muft  alib.y<^ 
ipeak,  that  the  poor  may  unierftand^  and  the  greater 
qunabei:  of  them  not  being  able  even  to  read^,  much 
lefs  are  they  qualifie4  ta  difcover  the  truth,  whei^ 
<icliyered  in  terms  \i^0T;t^  their  apprehenfion;  Still 
a$  they  muft  be  confidercd  in  the-  charad^r  of  Chrift 
Sians,  it  is  very  certain,  that  they  are  equally  bound 
to  ufc  every  Chriftian  rite,  or  precept,  pur  Blefled 
Matter  has  recorded  in  his  Gofpel.  As  they  have 
fouls .  to  be  faved,  they  are  as  mych  concerned  to 
obtain,  a  due  knowledge  of  this  holy  Sacrament,  as 
the  richeft  and  higheft,  of  their  fellow-chriftians. 

We  will  begin,  then, .  by  proving,  that  the  infti* 
tution, .  ordinance,  or  religious  ceremony,  whijrh 
we  commonly  call  the  Lord^s  Supper,  is  a  positive 
COMMAND ;  .and  as  fuch,  lays  an  indifpenjable  oblig^^ 
tion,  on  ally  who  wifti  to  be  Cbriftians  indeed  to  obby 
IT.  I  believe,  the  mpft  ignorant  perfon  living, 
muft  be  allured,  that  Chrift  would  never  have 
appointed  any  rite  that  was  needbfs  in  his  Churcbj 
for  God  can  do  nothing  in  vain,    ^vtry  thing  that 

I  i  he 


4^2  A    SERMON    Oft 

he  cnjoincthj  or  alloweth,  aboui^ds  in  holy,  and 
gracious  purpofcs  for  the  creaturc^s  good,  and  his 
own  glory.     We  may  fafcly  apply  our  Lord's  own 
words  to  ibis,  as  to  dvery  ^/i»^  precept  delivered  to 
his  difciples  ;  what  I  Jay  unto  you,  I  Jay  unto  all.     The 
command,  likewife,  appears  evidently  cxprefled  in 
thefe  words  of  the  text,  this  do:  and  the  reajm 
why  we  are  to  do  it,  is  equally  binding  upon,  us; 
it  is  to  be  performed  in  remembrance  of  Cbrijl:  now 
if  it  was  the  intercft  of  the  difciples,  who  were 
immediately  called  by  our  Lord,  who  lived  with 
him,  and  who  had  fo  long  enjoyed  all  the  extraor- 
dinary advantages,  of  his  conftant,  and   perfonal 
inftru£liom  if,  I  fay,   it  was  required  of  tbem,   to 
Iceep  up  the  remembrance  of  their  Blefled  Mailer's 
death  and  fufFefings,  fufely,  it  muft  be  much  more 
incumbent  upon  every  Chriftian  in  after  ages,  to  do 
the  Jame :   becaufe  the  longer  we  live  from   the 
time  of  (Thrift's  coming  in  the  flefti,  and  the  more 
faithlefs,  and  wicked  the  world  ffows,  the  more  wc 
require  every  help  to  prefer ve  us  from  degenerating 
in  our  Chriftian  principles.     No  found  believer, 
can  entertain  a  doubt*  but  that  Jefus  Chrift  (who 
knew  all  things ;)  who  was  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
wijdom  of  God,  did  furpojely  appoint  this  memorial 
of  himfelf,  as  an  eafy,  and  proper  teft  of  proving 
the  fincerity  of  his  future  followers;   and  as  an 
cffcAual  method  likewife,  of  conveying  to  them, 
the  grace  and  help,  they  might  from  time  to  time 
require,  to  keep  their  faith  in  him  alive,  and  to 
ftrengthen  them  in  all  holinels.    And  accordingly, 
it  is  the  profeffed  opinion  of  our  excellent  Church 
/3  (whofc 
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(wh^fe  dodlrines  are  warranted  by  the  eXprefs  Ian«* 
guage  of  ScriptureJ  that  this .  facrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper^  is  generally  necessary  to  sal- 
VATioN,  as  well  as  that  of  Baptifm* 

Now  it  is  very  felf-^evident  reafoning^  that  whac 
is  neceflary  for  one  Chriftiaiij  muft  be  fo  for  all, 
bccaufe  Cbriji  died  for  ail.  What  will  tend  to  affift 
the  advanced  Chri&izn,  or  (as  our  Litany  fpeaks) ' 
to  ftrengthen  fuch  *as  do  fland^  to  comfort  and 
help  the  weak-hearted^  and  raife  up  them  that 
*'  fall,"  muftj  of  natural  confequence,  become  pro* 
portionally  expedient  to  thofe  who  mod  need  know* 
ledgCj  and  fupport ;  viz.  the  ignorant  and  uncon* 
verted.  And  it  is  equally  undeniable,  that  they 
who  exped  any  benefit  from  Chrift's  death,  muft 
pay  becoming  honor  to  all  his  ordinances*  What 
then,  my  brethren,  is  the  certain  effeA  of  your 
keeping  from  the  Lord's  table,  but  clearly^  that  you 
deny,  or  difpute,  the  ntc^ty  of  his  commands ;  and  in 
{b  doing,  you  can  no  more  be  juftly  faid  to  belong 
to  him^  than  you  do  ftridly  to  the  very  Church  in 
which  you  were  born ;  becaufe  Ihe  propofes  thia 
facrament  to  you  as  a  mark  of  your  belonging  to 
Chrift,  and  being  in  chriftian  communion  with 
each  other.  All,  therefore,  who  hold  out  againft 
their  Blefled  Mafter's,  gracio^s  invitation  to  this 
holy  feaft,  declare  .direAly,  by  their  condud,  that 
th^  do  not  love  bim,  for  he  exprefsly  fays.  If  ye  love 
me,  keep  my  commandments :  Again,  i2r  who  doib  my 
words,  be  it  is  tbat  lovetb  me.  Hear  it  then  in  hid 
own  language  (my  friends)  this  do  in  remem- 
brance op^kte  :  and  as  thefe  were  in  a  manner  his 
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U^^  \m  4fying  wovde^  the  commafldmeM  ouglit  to 
produce  a  more  extraordinary  influence    in  en- 
gaging* us  tofuUil  it.     (2.)  But  we  hctye  a  farther 
argument  to  prove  thac  Chrift  ordained  thi»  ccre- 
iffiony  as  a  PosiTfv*  law,  at^^endi'ng  his*  religion, 
^Vfdi  that  is  cont^aini^d  in  the  account  of  its  htJUuaim, 
as^  related  by- St'.  Pau^   i  Gor,  li.  23.     For  chough 
lie-  was  not  obc  of  the  Apoftles  prefenP  at-  the  mgmaf 
inftitution  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr,  yet  being  chofen 
jbr^fi^great.a  work  as  that  of  mimftering  chegofpel 
to  the  gentile  world,  our  Blefled  Lord  vouchfafed 
even  to  reveal  particularly  to  him,  ^^ /frm  an4 
yuYpBje  of  this  holy  ceremony.    Now  this  weinajr 
reafonaWy  conclude/  he  wauld^»^/  have  done,  had 
it  not  been  ahjclnttly  neceffary  te  ibe  tvark  offsthaiiw. 
Farther,  by  this  new,  and  miraculoufi  coimniini<- 
cation  of  it   to  St.  Pkul,  our   Lord^  ff^flicicntty 
g;uarded  againft-  any  poffible  miftake,  conceFtiing  it» 
general  ufr,  or  the  nunmer  »nd  d(fign  of  it :   aiiA 
when  the  Corinthian  converts  were  guilty  of  a  n\c4t 
grofs  abufe  of  this  divine  appointment,  the  Apoftle 
'correAs  their  error  in  this  plain  inftruftfea  relative 
ito  the  ordinance:  For  I  have  received ^f  the  Lord, 
(fays  he)  that  tobicb  I  aljo  delivered  unio  y&u:  that  ibe 
Lord,  yejks^  the  Jaime  nigbt  ibat  be  was  betrayed,  i§ok 
bread,  and  when  be  bad  given  thanks,  be  brake  it,  and 
/aid  (to  them  aH^  Take,  eat,  this  is  my  bo(fy,  which  is 
irokenfur yoH  I  tbfsdo.inremembratKeofMe.  dfkr  ibe 
'Jame  manner  he  toot  the  cup,  when- be  bad  flipped.  Joying^ 
^his  cup  (that  is,  the  wine  contained  in  it)  is  the 
'New  Tejiament  {the  memorial  of  it)  in  my  bload.  This 
'do  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me.     By  this 
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plain,  and  Very  fitJl  relation,  k  ii  evident,  pad: 
difputC)  that  Chrift  intended  this  f^tive  ctmnumd, 
to  exteud  to  ^all  bis  followers :  for  it  is  very  re- 
markable, that  the  appointment  of  this  holy  ordi-^ 
Inance  ifaould  niake  a  part  of  that  intflfeJiaie  tevelOiictt^ 
mth  which  Chrift  honoured  this  ApoftU,  aiid. 
which  tgreatly  ftrengthens  all  our  ocher  arguments 
for  cohtinuihg  it  in  the  church'*;  becaufe,  ev«i 
had  any  of  the  other  Apoftles  tkiftnkAt  what  pafled 
at  the  lad  paflbver  {after  which,  this  ceremony  was* 
firft  appointed)  we  may  reft  well  allured,  Chrift 
would  have  rather  ccrreSed  any  error  of  theirs  in 
^Uifreft}  declaration  of  his  will  to  St.  Paul,  than 
have  given  fuch  an  Authority  for  amtinmng  Chriftiamr 
in  it:  He  would  certainly  have  delivered  asy 
ufeful  fresautimy  on  fo  ferious,  and  extraordinaiy 
an  ixxaiion;  and  had  not  obeiierm  been  a^oluttif 
required  from  ev^ry  christian.  He  would  havi» 
excepted  their  ^ondtfion,  or  their  ^,  diat  fo  thiq^  ^ 
might  hot  ignorantly  ^ffend^  but  aiFord  a  faving 
plea  for  their  omiflion.  Befides,  it  may  hc^  farther 
profitable  to  inform  you  here,  thsit  thi^  epiftle  to 
the  Corinthians  feems  to  have  been  written  hfinfe 
any  of  the  goj^ls  appeared,  in  which  the  formal 
hiftory  of  the  facrament  is  recorded.  Nay,  th^ 
A|X)ftle  in  a  manner  intimates  (in  Gal.  t.  17.}  that, 
when  he  wrote  it,  he  had  not  evenjA^  any  oiberr 
Apoftle,  fo  that  it  is  clear,  he  coukt  not  be  |>rqjtt« 
diced  by  any  relation  concerning  (he  Lord's  fOf^ser 
fstm  tbem  i  and  their  accounts  related  afttr^^  agrect^g 

^  6^  Dr*  Doddfidge  oq  this  pQint, 
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ekadly  with  this  delivered  by  a  particular  miracle^ 
fecures  us  every  way,  as  to  the  obligation  of  this 
law  upon  all  ranks^  and  degrees  of  Chriftians,  to 
the  end  of  time. 

.  Abundant  oiber  arguments  might  be  brought  to 
confirm  this  fadt,  but  as  every  reafonable,  and 
well-difpofed  perfon,  mud  be  (atisfied  with  what 
has  now  been  faid  upon  the  fubjedt,  I  (hall  con- 
clude this  firit  divifion  of  my  difcourfe,  with  juft 
repeating,  that  as  Chrift  (it  is  mod  certain)  delU 
vered  this  pqfiiive  command :  as  he  declared  all  muft 
keep  it,  and  that  for  the  purpofe,  or  as  zjp 
oi  Jhewing  forth  bis  death  till  he  came  (or  in  other 
words,  that  every  Chriftian  (hould,  for  bimfdft 
remember  his  Saviour  all  his  days,  and  atl  ages 
of  Chrillians  were  to  do  the  fame,  ////  his  cmni 
again  to  judgment^  (when  the  ufe  of  the  memmal 
would  be  needlefs,  becaufe  of  his  aSttal  prefence) 
fo,  unlefs  a  man  can  fatisfy  himfelf,  that  he  is  a 
good  Chriftian,  without  keeping  any  of  Chnil's 
commandments,  neither  can  he  deferve  to  be  called 
a  chriftian  at  all,  if  he  wilfully  flights,  and  negleds 
the  very /tf^,  and  kind  command,  his  Saviour  gave, 
while  living  upon  earth  :  For  he  who  is  guilty  of  ^ 
is  guilty  of  aU  (fays  St.  James;}  and  people  are  more 
culpable  for  breaking  this,  than  any  other,  becaufe 
it  is  fo  eafy  in  itfelf,  and  as  being  befide  that 
extraordinary  means  of  grace,  which  Chrift  did 
pnrpofely  contrive,  to  enable  weak  and  backfliding 
fijmers^to  keep  the  others,  and  fave  them  from 
f  (ernal  death. 
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Thus  having  eftabliftied  the  proof  that  the  re- 
ceiving of  the  Holy  Sacrament  is  pofitively.  com^ 
manded^  we  do  at  the  fame  time  inforce  the  un« 
avoidable  duty  of  obedience^  becaufe  the  authority 
of  Chrift  is  in  itfelf  an  indifpenfable  rule^  which 
no  real  Chriftian  will  ever  venture  to  oppofe. 

Secondly :  let  us  now  proceed  to  examine  the 
meaning  of  the  words  which  follow  in  the  text ; 
In  remembrance  of  Me.  They  contain  the  cauje^ 
defign,  or  end  of  the  commandj  and  relate  to  the 
firil  general  head  I  mentioned^  and  a  jufl  fcnfe  of 
them^  will  prevent  you  from  elleeming  this  holy 
ordinance  as  a  latrt  formal  ceremonj.  We  are  here 
enjoined  by  our  Blefled  Matter  to  do  this  ad 
in  remembrance  of  Him,  and  as  be  fpoke,  as  never 
manjfake  (in  point  of  truth,  aqd  unerring  direc-p 
tion)  we  may  be  certain,  he  did  not  employ  thefc 
words,  without  a  very  fignificant,  and  profitable 
defign. 

To  remember  a  thing,  in  the  common  acceptation 
of  the  phrafe,  is  to  call  to  mind",  a  part  event,  or 
pcrfon  ;  it  is  to  bring  to  our  recoUedion,  that  fomc 
particular  circumftance  happened,  or  perfons  lived, 
long  fmce :  But  no  Chriftian  can  be  fo  defperately 
dull^  and  ignorant^  as  to  fuppofe  this  is  all  that  our 
Lord  intended,  when  he  faid,  do  this  in  remembrance 
ofhiE^  L^t  us  only  expofe  the  abfurdity  oi  fiicb  a 
notion,  by  the  fenfe  and  latitude  in  which  we 
Ihould  ufe  th?  expreilion,  if  it  related  to  anyjin^ 
gular  event  of  our  own  lives,  or  to  the  revival  of  the 
charader  of  any  one  we  have  dearly  loved.  Should 
V'?  be  content  with  b^ircly  remembering,  that  fuch 
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things,  or  pcrfons  had  once  «vj^e'</,  and  t\itrtft0p? 
No,  furely  ;  if  the  pcrfon  was  very  near  and  dear 
to  OS,  we  (hould  not  be  fatisficd,  withjuft  rccol- 
.  lefting,  that  he  once  lived  on  earth,  but  we  (hould 
fondly  dwell  upon  thofe  virtues,  and  accojnplifti- 
ments,  that  occasioned  our  attachment  to  him. 
If  he  happened  to  be  a  henefaSlor  alfo,  wc  (hould 
as  naturally  efteeni  his  memory  from  a  fenfe  of  the 
ienefits  we  had  received  from  him ;  fo  that  you 
cannot  avoid  perceiving,  but  that  fomeching  mert 
is  implied  in  the  words,  in  remmbrame  of  Mb,  than 
the  fingle  recolledion,  that  Chrift  lived  and  died 
upon  this  earth ;  for  depend  upon  it,  if  wc  re- 
member Qur  Saviour  in  no  bttter  way  than  this, 
the  frequent  acknowledging  that  any  celebrated 
c\i2.rz&tt' whatever ^  wa^  once  in  ^^wf,  will  equally 
profit  us  in  a  religious  point  of  view.  The  w3t  of 
memory  muft  therefore  carry  us  fariber,  when  wc 
perform  this  holy  ceremony  as  a  memorial  of  the 
LoRi>  OF  Life.  We  mud  take  the  words,  dp  ibis  in 
remembrance  of  Me,  in  the  full  jpiritual  fenfe  that 
they  will  bear,  and  which,  indifputably,  they  were 
intended  to  convey,  by  Him  that  fpake  them.  If 
then,  we  indulge  a  ferious  meditation  in  this  placCj 
we  fhall  naturally  be  led  to  confider  the  peculiar 
offife^  and  dignity  of  the  pcrfon  here  to  be  remembered 
The  mind  of  a  CbViJlidn  will  furnifh  him  with  fome 
fuch  thoughts  as  thefe.-*Chrift  commands  me, 
10  dp  this  ad  in  remmbrance  of  Win  i  I  mull  there* 
fore  revert  to  the  holy  life  He  led  for  my  example  i 
the  bitter  fufFerjngs  He  endured,  to  teach  me  ^ 
tience,  and  rejip^tiorf ;  and  the  cruel  death  He  un- 
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derwent  to  purchafe  Itff  eternal  Tor  all  vfho  ieliiw  1$ 
Him.  The  original  fou/e^  of  his  death  will  them 
prefent  itielf ;  and  that  was  sik^  Hq,  who  buw 
no  Jin,  became  Jin  for  us,  that  is«  He  paid  the  debt 
that  wa&  due  to  itj  on  mtr  ^cwni.  He  fadsfied 
God's  juftice^  that  mankind  might  be  reconciled 
to  their  heavenly  Father.  The  Chriftian*^  mcdi-p 
tationsj  will  proceed  farther^  in  this  Drains  As  I 
am  ^Jinner,  the  Blefled  Jefus  died  therefore  fonw;, 
together  with  all  who  were  fubjedt  to  the  curfi^ 
through  difokedience.  'Chrift,  the  Eternal  Son  of 
Godj  the  glory  of  the  Father^  the  exprefs  imsigt 
ef  his  perfon,  foifook  all  the  joys  of  Heaven « 
condefcended  to  take  upon  him  human  nature ;  t» 
be  born  an  helplefs  infant ;  to  wear  the  form  of  a 
fervant ;  to  fuifer  the  infirmities  of  childhood ;  the 
miferies  of  a  low  condition ;  the  perverfenefs  ao^ 
reproaches  oi  linners ;  the  ingratitude  and  perfe^ 
cution  of  his  enemies ;  and  at  the  laft,  to  die  a  moft 
painfull  and  difgraceful  death ;  and  all  tfais^  that 
my  fallen  nature  might  be  changed,  in  order  to 
prepare  me  for  the  enjoyment  of  en^s  baffinfftt 
What  a  deadly  nature  muft  fin  poflels,  that  could 
be  atoned  no  otber  way !  What  gratitude  ihould 
fuch  aftoniihing  love  excite  in  me»  towards  ib 
powerful^  and  merciful  a  friend?  Can  I  fiMrbcar 
complying  with  any  thing  he  advifes,  without  do* 
ferving  to  he  ferfaken  by  Him?  Theie»  my  bretlweq^ 
are  Jame  of  the  moft  natural  circumftances»  that  a 
due  remembrance  of  Chrift's  deaths  will  fiimiflis 
and  they  are  fufficient  to  point  out  to  you>  that 
J^b  a  r^membraiicc  is  required^  as  will  render  the 
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tcccivingof  this  holy  facrament  more  than  a  merely 
firmal  a8  of  reRghus  duty  i  which  was  what  I  pro- 
mifed  tc5  fhcw  you.  Farther,  if  we  let  thefc  words 
work  upon  our  fools:  do  this  in  remembrance 
or  Me,  when  applied  upon  the  principle  of  rcH- 
gious  love,  will  draw  our  hearts  to  Chriit.  Inflead 
of  flighting  his  gracious  invitation,  and  much  lefs 
never  obeying  it,  thefe  words  will  make  us  rejoice 
at  every  opportunity  of  approaching  His  holy  table. 
When  people  duly  weigh,  what  muft  have  been 
the  confequence,  if  Chrift  had  not  died  to  fave 
them  ;  that  after  having  lived  a  natural  term  of 
years,  fubjedt  to  Jin,  pain,  arid  death,  they  muft 
finally  have  been  condemned  to  their  own  place; 
to  the  dwellings  of  rebellious  fpir its,  and  for  ever 
excluded  from  God's  prefence,  it  cannot  fail  to 
magnify  the  furprifing  mercy  of  God  towards  man- 
kind. How  much  muft  He  have  loved  the  creature, 
anld  hated  Jin,  to  have  wrought  fuch  a  work  for 
their  redemption,  as  caufeth  wonder,  even  among 
his  own  bright  hoftrof  perfedl  fpirits.  When  we 
yeflcft,  that  this  Bleflcd  Saviour  hath  not  only 
refcued  us  from  the  juft,  and  unavoidable  lentencc 
due  to  a  depraved  and  finful  nature ;  but  has  ob- 
tained, that  we  fhall  be  called  tbefons  of  God,  and 
inherit  happinefs  beyond  all  poflibility  of  defcrip- 
tion,  or  even  thought ;  when  we  are  told  by  him, 
who  had  a  foretafte  of  future  blifs,  that  eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man,  to  conceive  the  things  *[vbich  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  Him ;  (hall  we  refufe  to  obey  the 
gracious  commands  of  fuch  a  Mdfier^  Advocate^  and 

Friendf 
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Friend?  It  (hould  feem  that  our  awn  intereji  would 
prompt  us  to  take  fuch  ftepsj  as  will  aflure  us  fe 
blefled  a  portion :  for  what  proportion  is  there  be* 
twixt  what  the  beji  of  us  can  do  on  earth,  and  what 
we  are  taught  to  exped;  in  Heaven?  It  fhould  feem 
that  neither  trouble,  nor  difgrace ;  neither  torture* 
Qor  death  itfelf,  (hould  prevent  our  clofing  with 
every  means  that  can  qualify  us  for  fuch  perfedUon* 
and  undeferved  exaltation  of  our  nature.  But  alas! 
we  are  fo  grofsly  degenerated,  that  though  we  have 
eyes  we  fee  not,  though  we  have  ears  we  bear  not. 
Chrift  well  knewy  the  various  infirmities  of  our 
mortal  nature,  and  from  united  wifdom,  and  com* 
paflion,  ordained  this  very  ceremony  to  alTift-in 
bringing  us  to  fuch  a  fenfe  of  our  abfolute  depen-- 
dence  upon  him  for  life,  as  might  reafonably  prevail 
upon  us  to  accept  his  offers  both  of  pardon  for  paft 
fin,  and  future  help  in  time  of  need,  and  that  upon 
the  kindeft  terms,  viz.  our  obedience  to  a  plain 
and  eafy  command ;  fandioned  by  his  Divine  au- 
thority; enforced  by  the  mod  affeding  circum* 
fiances ;  and  abounding  in  prefent  benefit,  and  the 
mod  glorious  promifes.  If  all  this  will  not  touch 
the  heart  of  offending,  helplefs,  undeferving  crea- 
tures, tottering  on  the  very  brink  of .  everlafling 
ruin ;  it  is  difficult  which  mod  to  wonder  at,  and 
condemn,  their  foul  ingratitude,  or Jiubbom  folly. 

There  only  remains,  at  this  time,  to  fubmit  to 
your  confideration  a  few  familiar  arguments,  which 
.may  aflid  in  perfuading  you  to  comply  with  thic 
elTential  duty  of  your  chridian  catling,  and 
^efe  \rill  clofe  the  firft  divifion  of  the  fubjed, 

which 
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ilrbich  I  have  treated  in  the  tnaftner  I  judged  oroft 
Ukdy  to  fAake  impreflion  oh  yD»« 

It  hay ii^  been  fbewn  yOu>  that  this  holycCM^ 
mony  (lands  in  the  ChriAian  Chutch  as  a  ft>siTiva 
itAW,  delivered  by  the  Author  of  our  religion ;  yen 
muft  confequently.graiit,  that  ^hoToever  wilfttlljr 
refuses  to  okey  it>  or  is  indifferent  ihovit  rl^npiOvifig 
the  idle  fcruples  he  may  have  eherifhcd  through  ig^ 
norance,  or  prejudice;  he  can  have  ho  juft  preten* 
jtons  to  the  title  of  a  real  Cbrijlian.     For  Ho  ntiaa 
vho  has  any  found  knowledge  of  the  vtryfirjl  prin* 
cipies  of  his  faith»  can  avoid  being  feilfible,  thac  if 
he  has  not  an  intereft  in  the  benefits  of  Cfarift'a 
doathj  he  cannot  be  iaved  frcrtn  the  punf/btnent  of 
his  itns^  or  become  partaker  of  the  divine  mai^^: 
and  a  very  little  thought  will  further  cohvince  him^ 
that  if  he  rejex5ts  the  means  that  Savior  has  provided 
for  both  thefe  blefled  ends,  he  ic  not  wordiy  of  bit 
love,  but  hath  already  condemned  himftlf.    NoW  thii 
direds  us  to  the  jitfi,  and  mod  important  argument 
I  ibail  propofe  to  you  for  complying  with  Chhft'k 
command  to  receive  this  Sacramept  in  rememipmKe 
qfbhn;  which  isi  that  if  we  are  ajbamed  of  him  if^ 
^fifre  men,    in  this  adulterous  and  finful  generation, 
(which  all  afluredly  are,  who  dejpi/e  his  ordinaneos} 
He  v)Hl  be  a/bamed  of  us  before  bis  Father,  when  be 
comeib  to  judge  the  world  in  rigbteoufnefs,  with  all 
bit  bofy  angels.     This  fingle  confideration,  would 
be  enough  (if  feriouily  attended  to},  to  corrcfi  the 
loi^  continued  difobedience  of  the  moft  thou^K? 
kft ;  and  pttxluce  an  immediace  difcharge  of  boun« 
den  duty.    Qut  ifi  thi«,  as  weU  as  In  (Very  odicr 
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ad  of  ctffiftian  obUgation>  w#  muft  not  cvpeA 
cowoerfiM  to  tako  place  before  convi&ioti^  and  as 
0itional  creatUMS»  mre  majr  tcdSasi  firom  our  own 
cofidii(3:,  and  ftelinga^  in  o/ivr  refpeAs,  todiecidb 
as  to  tile  wifdom  and;  neceflity  of  our  proceedings^ 
-even  mfeligious  matters. 

Now  if  an -earthly  benefaAor  had  left  us  an  eftate^ 
-upon  cooditici^  of  our  frequently  u^g  a  J/grt'  that 
iroutd  recal  the  hiftory  of  his  kind  regavkl  for  us^; 
ia  it  Ukely  that  we  (hould  ever  miH^  an  opportunity 
of  Qei^ebrating  t^%  rememhrante  of  his  particu4^ 
bounty  ?'  and  if  thia  bene&dion  was  to  receive  in- 
creqfe^  the  oftener  we  gratefully  declared  the  praifes 
of  om>  friend ;  k  it  not  certain^  we  ihould  be  mofl: 
ev9eft4n-r^p^^/^f  our  obedience  to  his- commands? 
Let  ust  iliittftrate  the  unwortb^nefs  of  a  »^-€ompU^ 
aoGo  with  oar  heafvc^nly  Bbnefador*s4aft  commands, 
\ff  fome  other*  &liailutr  cafe.  If  a  very  poor  man 
4i^iired>onder  a^grievouff  malady,  and  a  moftfkilfiil 
dodor  waa  to  ptomife  him  a  certain  curej  upon  his 
taking  a^  very,  eafy,  pleafant  pref^ription,  do  you 
thialc  he  would  tdbsJk  die  nemedy  becaufe  it  was*  nefi^ 
thejc  ^J^^i^/>  orcoftfyf  ^Mii\itdf4i  would  Ke  not 
d<ef(rve  to-fuffer,  anddk?  Again — ^if  any  of  u&^weie 
m^d^  aoqutfkited  wi«h  a  treafure  in  the  earth)  and 
aar>hopeil  of^bdng  poff^fled  of  it,  depended  wholly 
oil  our  unwearied  induftry  in  digging  after  it,  could 
Dre  be  laid  Mkifx  truly  to  define  or  deferw  it,  if  we 
declined  tbis  o;y>^  method  of  obtaining  it?  Could 
we  expe&  ever  to  get  to  the.  botUtn  of  the  ground^ 
if  we  refiifed' even '  to  open  the  yiwjftf^?  Thefe  arc 
pliiAj  and  eafy-applications>  to  the  oaft  be&re  us, 

as 
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as  to  the  motives  that  would  govern  us  in  worldly 
matters.  It  is  indifpiitable^  that  the  principle 
.ivhich  (hould  aduate  our  purfuits  of  beavafy 
things^  (hould  be  fo  much  Jtronger^  as  the  objc& 
is  more  valuable  i  for  what  is  the  utmoft  that 
C2Ln\\\y  friendjbipt  riches,  health,  or  life  can  pro- 
mifcj  in  comparifon  of  the  lave  of  God  ibrougb  Cbrift, 
.  They  mujl  all  perifi,  but  this  will  endure  for  ever. 
Indeed,  if  we  had  them  cUl  (ivitbmt  this  one  thii^ 
needful)  what  would  they- profit  us  in  the  end?  In 
two  words>  what  would  tempt  a  man  though  ht 
eould  gain  the  whole  world,  and  was  to  lofe  bis  o'jju 
foul?  for  what  can  a  man  give  in  exchange  far  bis 
foul?  Hold  out  no  longer  then,  my  brethren,  agatinft 
the  cboiceft  bledings  Chriil  has  in  ftore  for  you. 
Chearfiilly>  and  wifely,  accept  the  ready  means  he 
has  appointed  for  your  recovery  from  fin  now,  aod 
death  eternal.  Defer  no  longer,  to  obi)rhis  lovir^ 
call,  his  bounteous  offer  of  free,  and  plenteous  re- 
demption, even  to  the  undeferving.  Surely  there 
•ipuft  be  fome  very  powerful  caufe,  fome.  vncon* 
querable  deficiency,  that  can  fufFer  you  to  continue 
blind  to  your  great  eft  happin^s,  and  dciad  to  your 
cleareft  duty  I  There  is,  and  I  will  teU  it  you, 
my  brethren,  ir  is  want  of  faith.  Had  yar 
faith,  but  as  a  grain  of  mullard  feed,  yon  couU 
not  refill  the  prefTmg  arguments  which  both  rec^ 
and  Revelation  prefent,  to  make  you  feniibte  of 
of  your,  error  in  this  rcfpeA.  Yet  remember,  that 
without  faith,  it  is  impofiible  to  pleafe<7od.  '  Alas! 
'  you  would  trail  to  man  in  temporal  affairsj 
'  but  you  will  not  believe  in  God  for  the  things  of 

Utfi 
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*  lift  eternal,  what  an  aflfront  is  this  to  him  ?  What 

•  woeful  injury  to  ourfelves?*  Pray  then  for  fa ith, 
my  friends^  to  him  who  hath  obtained  this^  and 
every  neceffary  gift  for  thofe  who  alk  in  Jinceritj. 
But  neither  this,  or  any  other  grace,  will  ever  be 
the  portion  of  thofe,  who  obftinately  refufe  to  ufe 
the  means  of  grace,  and  wilfully  defpife  Chriit*$ 
fofitive  commands* 

There  remains  much  more,  my  brethren,  for 
your  inftrudion  on  this  important  fubjedti  but 
time  o&liges  me  to  defer  it  *till  we  meet  again* 
May  God's  grace  accompany  the  prefent  humble 
labor  for  your  good !  may  He  blefs  what  has  now 
been  delivered  for  your  conviSion,  and  fill  your 
minds  with  holy  refolutions,  for  the'  fake  of  Jcfus 
Chrift  our  Lord,  to  whom  with  the  Father,  &c. 


S£R. 
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PART  II. 

The  true  notion  of  receiving  the  Lord's  Supper  unwor^ 
THiLY.  An  exhortation  to  Cbrijiians  not  to  refrain 
communicating,  through  falje  and  frrvokus  oljeSions. 


I  Cor.  xi.  27^  28»  29. 

« 

Wherefore  vahofoever  fhall  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this 

cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily,  fhall  be  guilty  of  the  body 

andblcodof  theLord. 
But  let  a  man  examine  himfelf,  andfo  let  him  eat  cf  that 

bread,  and  drink  of  that  cup. 
For  he  that  eateth  and  drinketb  unworthily,  eatetb  and 

drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf,  not  S/ceming  the  Lord*s 

body, 

IN  my  difcourfc  this  morning,  my  brethren,  upon 
the  ncceflity  laid  on  all  chriftians  to  receive  the 
Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  a  proof 
of  their  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  their  Savior,  I  grounded 
my  charge  upon  this  fail,  that  the  performance  of 
the  duty  was  required  of  us  in  confequcnce  of  a 
POSITIVE  COMMAND,  and  thai,  not  barely  implied, 
but  abfolutely  ^A:/>r^;^i  in  thefe  words,  this  do  in 
remembrance  of  me :  and  this,  according  to  my 
humble  judgment,  was  the  Jirjl  point  to  be  efta- 
blilhed  in  a  courfc  of  regular  exhortation  to  fulfil    '"n 

Kk  fa 
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fo  cffential  a  portion  of  our  Chriftian  fervicc.  But 
ivhen  unhappily  it  appears  that  the  arguments 
drawn  from  this  leading  obligation^  have  not  fuf- 
ficient  force  of  themfelves,  to  bring  about  a  com- 
pliance with  the  rule,  then,  our  next  obvious  ftudy 
win  be,  16  endeavor  to  remove  the  frejudices  and  o^- 
jeSlms  that  people  may  have  colledled,  to  excufe 
themfelves  from  ihewing  the  obedience  required  of 
them«  to  this  grand  article  of  their  religion.  And 
left  that  fliould  be  the  cafe  of  any  prefentj  I  have 
made  choice  of  this  particular  text,  becaufe  the 
words  contain  the  moft  flaufible  plea  for  the  fears  of 
many  on  this  fubjeft.  But  tt  is  a  falfe  alarm>  and 
if  this  paflage  of  fcripture  can  be  cleared  from  its 
fancied  difcouragement  (which  I  think  may  very 
eafily  be  cffedod  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  who  arc 
truly  deiirous  of  underllanding«  and  fulfil  ling  every 
Chriftian  obligation)  then^  the  more  ordinary  ex- 
jcufes  will  fall  to  the  ground  of  courfe;  and  we 
may  hope/  to  fee  people  become  anxious,  to  con- 
form to  their  Savior's  divine  commands. 

« 

The  method  I  (hall  take  with  this  fecond  diviiion 
of  my  fubjefbj  will  be 

(i.)  Firft;  To  mention  fome  of  the  moft  com- 
mon objedions^  and  by  a  fair  examination  of  their 
weighty  to  endeavor  to  remove  their  unhappy  ^eQi 
at  the  fame  time,  fubmitting  to  the  ctmfctmct  of  all» 
who  have  hitherto  been  negligent  refpedling  this 
duty,  whether  there  are  not  Qthtr  reafons  that  occa- 
sion their  difobedience ;  tbeje,  we  iball  ifaew  to  be 
the  moft  dangerous  hinderances.^  becaufe  it  is  AgM^ 

their 
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thdt  pmefy  aad  fata^onfeqiience^  &at  l^iis  very 
Sacramrat  jtas  firft  appointed. 

(a.)  If  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  teflen  the  influence  of 
your  objcdlions^  you  will  then  be  better  prepared 
to  receive  the  encouragement  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  your  obedience  in  this  article;  which  is 
the  fecond  thing  1  mentioned  as  relating  to  the 
other  general  head  of  this  difcourfe;  namely^  that 
the  inf^itution  was  not  intended  to  a<ft  upon  us  as  a 
GHARM,  but  as  an  ordinary  means  of  grace. 

(3  J  Laftlyj  I  {hall  fpeak  to  the  doubts  of  many; 
concerning  ay!^  and  proper  preparation;  fo  that  they 
may  come  to  their  Mailer's  table^  with  the  moft 
comfortable  hope  of  a  kind^  and  profitable  recep« 
tion« 

I  hope  I  ihall  be  able  to  mam^e  thefe  feveral 
points  fo  as  to  be  plainly  underjood,  (towards  whicb> 
at  leafl:,  I  ihall  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavors)  in  which 
cafe,  I  fhall  have  done  all  that  fo  humble  an  in- 
ftrument  can  poflibly  effcd,  and  fas  in  every  other 
exertion  of  frail  mortals)  the  increafe  muft  be  left  to 
God's  bleffing  upon  your  own  pious  refolutions, 
and  future  care. 

I  fliall  begin,  then,  with  an  attempt  to  femove 
the  grand  objedion  that  is  faid  to  have  terrified  fb 
many  from  receiving  the  Holy  Sacrament.  The 
Apoftle  indeed  aflerts  in  the  text,  fiat  wbo/oever 
Jball  eat  this  breads  or  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord  un** 
iwcrtbify^  fiall  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  bimjelf. 
Now  all  the  terror  lies  in  thefe  two  words,  unwor^ 
tbily  and  damnation ;  what  he  means  by  unworthily  in, 
this  place,  is  very  clear,  from  the  preceding  con- 

K  k  2  tents 
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tents  o^his  reproach  agaii^  thdit  G)rinthians« 
They  made  no  diftiodlion  oetweefi  th«r  common 
meals>  and  the  receiving  the  figns  of  the  Lord's 
Body  broken,  and  Blood  fhed  for  them ;  One  was 
hungry,  and  another  drunken.  They  made  the  table 
of  the  Lord  a  fcene  of  gluttony,  and  drunken- 
nefs,  and  difcovered  a  total  inattention  to  the  de/ip 
of  the  inftitution,  as  a  meeting  of  rich  and  poor 
in  common,  to  profefs  their  depcndance  on  Chrift's 
merits,  and  mediation  for  them,  and  to  receive  the 
outward  figns  or  pledges  of  his  grace,  in  pious 
communion  with  each  other,  as  belonging  to  the 
fame  Lordi  and  all  equally  requiring  his  help  under 
their  different  trials,  and  temptations.  Well,  there- 
fore, might  the  Apoftle  call  this,  eating  and  drink* 
ing  umvoribily,  and  not  difcerningi  f that  isi, .  lofing 
fight  of)  the  Lord's  Body.  But  this  their  unwor- 
thy condudl,  (however  exceptionable,)  can  be.  no 
difcouragement  to  any  Chriftian  prefent,  to  abftain 
from  the  Lord's  table,  becaufe  you  mull  be  fenfible, 
it  is  impoffible  any  opportunity  of /uch  unworthi* 
nefs  can  exift  in  our  manner  of  celebrating  this 
holy  ceremony.  As  therefore,  there  can  be  no 
danger  of  your  coming  thtis  unworthily,  neither 
can  there  be  any  of  phe  dreadful  confequence  at- 
tending it.  Namely,  d/  eating  or  drinking  your  own 
damnation.  But  for  your  farther  fatisfadlion  on  this 
point,  even  this  laft.  tremendous  word,  need  not 
alarm  you,  however  juftly  it  might  have  been 
applied  to  thefe  moft  profligate  Corinthians.  The 
€aufe  of  its  raifing  fear,  is  natural,  until  the  appre- 
henfion  is  removed  ;  for  damnation  is  a  word  wc 

confianti)r 
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coriftahtly  eniplbyitoiignify  theiofftJilion  of  eternal 
^ntjhmenty  but  I  can  affu re  you,  fmy  brethren)  it  is 
not  trfed,  in  this  paffage,  \nthat  fei^fe.  The  origi- 
nal word  in  the  Greek  language,  means  judgment  in 
lihis  place,  {temporal  vifitation  only)*  a&  is  moft  elearly 
iprovcd,  from  the  following  inference  of  the  Apoftle. 
For  >tbis<aufe^  fays  he,  (that  is,  your,  not'difcerhing 
the  Lord's  Body,  your  not  receiving  this  holy 
Sacrament  with  a  due  fenfe  of  its  ^defign^  and  in  a 
becoming  manner)  munyar^  wekk,  and  Jicify  among 
you,  and  many  Jleep  i  that  is,  God  vifits  you  with  variw 
aous  judgments,  or  bodily  diftempers  ;  fome  of  them 
'bringing  you  even  tO' the ^^w^.  And  why  did  God 
•dofo?  Doubtlefsj  in  mercy  to  awaken  them  to  repent-^ 
once :  and  inftead  of  infli(5ting  damnation  upon  them, 
in  its  irrevocablejenfe^,  to  keep  t\\emftom  it,  to  punilh 
the  body  for  the-  good  of  the  foul.  iSo  that  no  penitM 
iinner ;  no  humhle;^nA  brokenht^ncA  Chriftian,  need 
'^ntejtaia  the  fmal left  doubt,  that  fuch  unwortbinefs^ 
^ot^VLt.S\Jic\\2t  judgment,  can  belong  to  #i&^i9;  much 
le{&  eternal  damnation,  iwhen  they  are*  ftrf ving  in  the 
^ie/t  manner  they  are^ablc,  to  obey  their  Lord's  fconrl 
mands>-  and  to  ^ofe  the  means  of  defeating  the  power 
x>f  iiirand  malice  of  the  Devil,  by  yielding  to  whiicli, 
ivealoae  expofe  cursives  to  eternal  punijbment.  ItTik 
.thc^e^cefs  of  ignorance  and  folly,  to  fufped'ahy 
diii3giOf  this  kind  \  MUiy  it  is^blafphemy  ^ag^fiihft 
lGiid\s  trutbl  kndMerxy^^^yvho  mlletbytof  ti^^d^tb  of  bis 
^creatures,  and. hardiy  would  have  itJnd^ted  that  very 
-ceremony  a  /nare-  »to  .them,  which  .ha  furpofely  ap- 
.pointed,  for  rAdf  •  fqreft  frefervatitm.  Sufficient,  I 
jmft,  has  now  been  advanced,  to  quiet  the  mind 
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of  every  findere  believer  concemil^  Ms  rijUBm. 
*But  here^  a  very  natural  enquiry  pr^fentt  itfelf ; 
viz.  whether  a  perfon  may  in  no  i^tber  fenfe  bttc  thiC 
above>  be  faid  to  come  unweribify  to  the  holy  Sacr^ 
roent.  By  refoiving  this  queftion  fairly^  we  Audi 
contribute  farther^  to  ckprive  the  other  objedtioti 
(tf  any  unhappy  influence  upon  the  minds  of  waver- 
ings or  timid  people, 

A  perfon^  then^  does  cetainly  come  imworMfy 
when  (i.)  he  wiil  neither  endeavor  to  undcrfland 
(he  nature  and  <mI  of  diis  plain  command;  or  (2.) 
when,  though  he  has  fufBcient  knowledge  ^  h» 
duty^  he  wilfully  aig^  it,  and  hohls  tbe  tnM  i 
imrighteoufmjs.  But  this  depends  upon  a  man^s  tnst 
Jdf^  and  never  can  ht  made  a  reafistfiaUc  ofagediea 
for  abfiaining  from  the  holy  Sachiment.  To  make 
this  more  plain  tq  you :  Fdi^t  it  is  (aid,  eomeib  if 
'bearing ;  and  bearing  by  tbe  ward  of  God.  Now  if  I 
have  €very  QppOrtumty  afforded  me  of  if«rmi|^  vy 
duty»  and  I  ^wiU  not  accept  of  it^  but  cfhink  birely 
fip^aring  at  thie.  Lord's  table,,  and  u&ig  an  out. 
ward  cereifiotiy>  without  any  knowledge  of  itt 
meamng;  will  be  accepted hy « ^ik, andhaly ^od ; 
this  i$  suPERSTiTioKf  This  wteild  lie  in  one  ftdft 
•to  come  uni)t}ortbUy.  This  is  attributing  TCfOtt  to 
^^,  whicli  can  convey  fmom  It*  is  boildiog  upon 
ftn  -oitfiwardjormi  and,  infls^  of  ian  ift  ^i^faiA^ 
•Vhich  muft  "be  .tgkt>unded  «iq  reirfbnaible  if^fa^  «a4 
•fOOQdkC^nalipromifi^a  it  iis  to  cohfider  tbe  ceremoiqf 
ill  the  ligh<  qf  a  <inefe charm.  ^Sueb  ^  atcsndance 
i^t  the  Lord*!!  t^lsite,  lAightte  jtifHjr  be  tcfiiftd  pm* 
Stable  d/i^iraff«  as  (Jofimig  tip  t^icii»  a/Afli^itg 
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ibe  wbok  titne^  could  reafonably  be  accounted  a  re^ 
Ugiotts  worjhip.  Neither  could  it  poflibly  be  fuppofed 
to  do  a  perfon  any  good;  but,  as  being  a'  moft  fcan- 
datous  mockery  of  God's  prefence,  and  appomtmenf^ 
muft  certainly  expofe  any  perfon  fo  guilty  to  his 
difpleafure.  Now  this  need  not  be  die  cafe  of  any 
one  who  hears  me,  becaufe  abundant  opportunities 
o^  learning  yx>Mx  duty,  and  daily  invitations  to  accept 
them,  are  mod  fincerely  offered  you.  But  in  the 
other  cafe,  a  man  becomes  more  guilty  ftill;  for 
adly  if  a  perfon  comes  merely  from  appearance  rf 
good  order ;  obeying  the  pqfitive  comtnand  through 
convidlion  of  the  obligation  on  him,  but  contitiu- 
ing  dead  to  the  Jpirit  of  it,  that  is,  without  any 
earned  w/)^,  or  endeavor  to  forfake  \\\%  fins;  without 
any  proper  fenfe  of  the  punifliment  due  to  themi 
without  heartily  confeffing  theni,  arid  without' feeling 
that  they  nec^ffarily  muft  dcftroy  his  foul  and  body 
irthell,  if  he  wilfully  cherij^es,  znd  '  continues  ih 
them:  /Aa/ perfon,  I  fay,  cert Aiiily  comes  ««w«r^ 
tbify,  in  a  dangerous  fenfe  of  the'^oirdi  But*this 
again  affords  no  juft  objfe(9:ibn  \b'the  hcHy  SacrS*- 
ment,  nor  any.ihanner  bf*  exciffe  for  'thofe  wlib 
negle^  receiving  k,  becaufe  it  was  inftitutecf,  for  \ 
very  different  (fflPpofe  fto  convey'  ilefing^  inftead  of 
condemnation)  thoug][)  it  may  be  abufed  and  rendered 
fruitlejs^  juft  as  every  other  mertiful  proviiipn  m^ 
he  difhooored  by  ungodly  men. 

But  none  need  be  at  a  lofs  to  efcape  any  danj^^ 
of  this  kind>  becaufe  the  Apoft|^  admoniihcs'all 
Chriftia03  in  the  text,  lio^  cfFedtiially  to  anioia  it : 
und  tlut  is,  by  examimng  tbm/ilveSj  M^jlilet'tbem  ek 
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€f  that  hread^  and  drink  of  that  ctif.    Now  if  people 
do  this  corifcicntiofffly,  there  can  be  no  fear  of  error. 
If  a  miin  thinks  ferioufly^  or  indeed  thinks  ai  all, 
he  will  not  copio  in  utter  ignorance  of  what  he  is 
^bout;  or  wiph  a  fixed  intention  of  living  in  known 
Jin.    Ifj  upon,  fuch  examination,  he  finds  himCelf 
at  a  lofs  for  fome  fatisfadlory  information  oa  any 
point,  l^e  will  readily  apply,  Avhere  he  niay  get 
needful  fnfiruSionf    If  he  finds  no  defire  to  amend 
his  life,  or  cprr^dt  the  failings  of  his  difpoGtion, 
he  will  nqt  be  inclined  tq  come  at  all.  fo  that  a  man 
cannot  receive  unworthily  \n  thefe  inflances,  unlefs 
jt'.is  his  own  wilful  fiurpofe  fo  to  dp.     I  am  thus  par- 
ticular in  this  pl^ce,  for  their  fakes,  who  are  apt  to 
be  oppreQed  with  ne^dlefs  doubts^  and  fears  on  the 
XubjedV,  and  toihpw  them,  that  this  cannot  be  tbetr 
cafe;  to  which' I  ihall  fpc^H  mqx^  fully »  under  the 
articlp  of  e  due  preparation^  the  want  of  which  is 
.one  of  the  ufual  ejpcufes  with  well-meaning  people, 
fbr.abftaioing  from  this  duty. 
^:.'  Let  us  npw  proceed  t;o  cofifider  a  few  of  the  moft 
j>Ukufible  o^effim  that  people  in  general  make,  in 
prder  tp  vindicate  their  neglect  pf  attending  upon 
thiStholy  ordinance,  which  is  the  .pledge  of  Chrift's 
,lpve;  the  Xicquired  teft  pf  th^ir  grateful  obedience; 
itjie  fure,  and  peculiar  w^^w  of  receiving  every 
.blcfljijg  he  h^S'  promifed  us.    IJppn  ftnA  enquiry, 
I  think  all  their  excufes  ^yill  appear  grounded  on 

^n.cntirpji\j^aket^to_t^^  ^efign  of  ihc 

anftitutw^^^  .    t   .; 

•  Firil: ;. j(^'  allege^  that  ||kurry  of  buiinefs  and 

4hc  e^ccptjionable  com|«n^^jpaitiw^^    calf jjigs  may 
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oqcafionally  cxpofe  them  to,  render  them  wholly 
unqualified  for  fo  fcrious  a  ceremony.  This  caa 
fupply,  noj  plea  for  negled,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  the 
holy  f^^crameot  was  ordained  only  for  certain  claiTes 
of  men,  and  not  for  others  %  \vhercas  we  profefs  to 
believe  it  generally  necessary  for  all  Cbr^^ 
tians.  Hazardous  employ ments>  pulklicans,  and  fin^ 
ners^  there  were,  in  our  Savioir's  time,  and  ever 
will  be;  and  the  very  defign  of  this  ordinance  is  to 
guard  men  from  the  danger  to  which  they  are  fub«- 
jeded  by  a  promifcuous  intercourfe  in  the  world.. 
But  what  do  men  confJs^  under  fuch  an  excufe  as  this? 
Why,  plainly,  that  they  do  wrmg^  and  are  conteqj: 
to  continue  it.  Some  profeflions^  ^nd  ways  of  gamm- 
ing a  livelihood,  it  is  true,  lead  w^r^  to  vice,  than 
others,  but  in  proportion  as  they  do  fo,  it  becomes 
us^to  ufe  the  mcfi  effeffual.means  to  check  the  mi/chiefs 
however,  no  one  will,  dare  aflTcrt,  that  in  tf»y  w^ft 
of  life^  whateyerj^  he  is  ppfitively  compelled  to  violate 
thp  laws  of  ju^ice,  or  the  bounds  of  virtue;  a. very 
flight  acquaintance  with  God's  word>  will  teacn 
bijti  hetter..  B^ui;  what  i^  t}ie  further  cohfequencp  of 
the  former  mode  of  reafoning  ?  Why,  that  if  a  m^^i 
is  rejolved  to  go  fugh. lengths,  as  he  hiows  will  di(- 
pleafe  his  Maker,  he  is  as  «^ ^to  come  to  Church, 
'or  to  pray,  as  to  receive  the  Sacrament:  for, what 
is  the  defign  or  end  pf  comitig.  to.  Church,  or  uung 
\fraj/er^  but  toobtain  xjcax ilrerigtn  and  affiftance  we 
have  not  in  ourjelyes^  yjy^  pbrred  our;cyif  difpofitions, 
and  toirefbrm  oiir  lives.  Now  the[Holy  S^crameot 
has  the  very  fan^c  objedl:  .but_tnen,  it  is  a.  nte 
peculiar  to  our  tlhrifiian  faitji  j,  wh[ch  the  Diyine 
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Founder  of  our  religion  has  been  pkafcd  to  appoint 
as  an  efTential  part  of  our  duty ;  as  a  public  teft  of 
cur  love  to  him ;  and  as  an  additional^  and  extraordu 
"nary  means  of  obtaining  all  thofe  precious  promifes 
which  he  knows  our  feeble  nature  abfolutely  re- 
quires, to  keep  us  fteady  to  our  other  pious  cxcr- 
cifes.  In  ftiort;  by  outward  and  vifible  Jigns  of  that 
facrifice,  by  which  alone  we  can  be  reconciled  to 
Ood,  to  make  the  ftrongeft  impreflion  of  ^ur  obli- 
gation to  obey  him  cheerfully  rn  all  things.  Fur- 
ther ;  by  holding  arguments  of  the  abov^  dcferip- 
tion,  we  affirm  that  Providence  has  placed  his  crea- 
tures in  fuch  a  Situation,  that  they  mull  neceffariljf 
Hn,  becaufe  their  particular  occupation  unfits  them 
to  employ  the  ieji  means  of  grace.  The  folly,  and 
wickednefs  of  ^rA  excufes,  need  only  to  be  men- 
tioned, to  condemn  them.  Very  different  is  our  con- 
du(!l  with  regard  to  our  perfons\  the  more  likdy 
they  are  to  be  -endangered^  the  greater  precaution  wc 
take  for  xhtir  prote^ ion ^  and  why  Ihould  we  not  deal 
as  wifely  \>y  bu r  fouls  ? 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  people  rcaijy 
enough,  nay  anxious^  to  partake  of  this  holy  cere- 
mony when  they  come  to  die,  who  never  received 
it  aU  fbeir  life ;  aiid  what  do  they  declare  by  this, 
but  that  they  have  no  jufl  notion  of  the  ordinance? 
They  muft'contidcr  it  as  a  mere  fupertlitioqs  charm, 
and  forma;!  paifport.  If  they  truly  believe  ft  to  be 
neceffary,  of  that  it  will  do  them  uny  food  at  tiu 
time,  it  mull  be  e(}ually  profitably  at  anctbpr.  \i 
tannot  change  its  mtiure  and  ^e5 ;  but  It  ccxtaSnl/ 
was  ^pointed  folr  tlic  Uving  principairy»  and  ndc 
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l*fe  iyin^.  If  a  taah  cAh  live  a  Ih^iAly  Chriftian  life 
^wtAout  it,  it  muft  be  fuperfluous  as  to  any  cffcntial 
Virtue  s^  his  ^epariure ;  on  the  contrary,  its  ufe  ii 
to  ftepare  men  to  4ie,  by  afibrding  them  the  imfttui 
tflhrng  well^  and  not  as  an  idle  cerernony  that  <aA 
«fCone  in  a  tabmetit  for  years  of  Vilfiil  difobedknce^ 
and  the  negleft  df  the  real  benelBts  it  is  calculated 
to  convey  to  v». 

Lei  tfs  fto#  iSitWtiA  to  tht  ntin  principle  that 
mov^fs  peopte  t6  dffef  foch  tAfing  excufes,  and 
filly  evafioht,  iA  a  ttiatter  ^  fuch  weighty  confe^ 
iqtiience  ks  the  Mlipr^overacnt  of  t^hetr  !<vcs,  and  thfc 
4lvatiofi  of  thfeir  fmh.  We  may  fafely  appeal  to 
the  con(cieiK*s  ^  «n  who  continue  difobedient  to 
their  Ldrd*«  command,  whethtt-  Iftfe  ttvtt  teafon,  iS 
WK  the  kardfitfs  ifVbetr'bfOtts.  It  h  not  in  gc»ieraf, 
that  people  are  fcepft  away  by  any  nattiral,  ot  valtra- 
hlt  ftar  of  dcnn^  wnmg^  ^ming,  but  they  are  aftlattA 
erf  do^  ^g^f*  That  «>  they  ate  afraid  they  tnxx^ 
fpakrt^\t\ilS^^\TiehvedJhis.  The  devil,  (Who  is-^i 
tern&ft,  that  noiie  ihdokl  entret  the  joys  of  Ticaverf, 
«a  G^d  k,  chat  Ai^  men  fhould  hcfoDed)  is  ettk* 
Iddnftfious  tofujgge^ft.to  *he  Ticidus,  and'wotWly 
mili(kd,  fuc?h  atgrtienrs  ts  thefe.  While  \  am  ytfung^ 
to  engaged  in  paAiculrit  employments,  1  atn  ftihjeft 
4X>  iMny  tempfatioh&^Htehafe  natntal  tb  tttyyeats^ 
yf9Aftti$im,  and  wkkhl  ^ould  "trilh  to  indtkge^  *fbi- 
htey  procure  me  cek^n  flet^i&es  and  adtmntagts,  I 
«fi  'OnWillkig  t*i  jftetr  ftr^.  If  5  teccive  this  holy 
<8kiQMinent>  I  t«r^  rtlbhr^  tti  /llH^  itrith  thtX^  tft 
anger  God  ^  mere.  When  I  ^hshre  id<me  with  fbim^ 
^  they  w)th  me^  it  will  be  ,y^^  for  me  to  attend 
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upon  this  fcrioQS  cerefnony  of  the  Chriftian  rcligiofi. 
Thus,  men  fin  againil  cmotSitm.  They  become 
^nfenfibly,  more  and  more  enflaved  by  the  devil's 
fnare ;  for  hereby  they  provoke  God  to  forjdke  ibm\ 
and  they  are  too  blind  to  perceivej  that  though 
iJtity  ftnndd live  to  leave  off  certain  vices,  which  con- 
^itution,  or  condition  no  longer  tempt  them  to 
commit;  yet  the  mind  may  be  fo  corrupted  bjr 
habits  of  impurity,  and  intemperance,  as  to  render 
the  finner  doubtful  of  the  value  of  his  repentance, 
from  the  occafional,  and  torturing  fymptoms  which 
lurk  in  his  infe&ed  nature,  and  thys  his  lafl,  and 
only  remedy,  is  often  changed  from  amfort^  to  d^* 
pair.  So  terrible  a  flate,  fhould  ui^e  us  contiouallf 
to  curb  thofe  fins  which  do  mofieafiiy  befit  Ms,  left 
they  gain  fuch  head,  as  to  become  our  prejent,  and 
eternal  tormentors.  But  the  general  confequenoe.  of 
people  indulging  fin  of  any  kind,  is,  th^  tht 
heart  becomes  mare  hardened,  4JU  at  lafl  infltad  .of 
xelinquifliing  the  purfuit  (in  cafe  ^od  fpares  them 
to  riper  years)  they  become  morein^iflTeijenttO  this 
particular  means  of  grace,  and  they 'go  out  of  the 
-world  without  having  accepted  the- gracioua  offer 
of  mercy  fo  frequently  propofed  to  them  i  and  wilk 
a  total  contempt  of  the  moil  folemn  commaed 
(njoine^  to  every  Chriflfani  by  tht;  Divine  Author, 
.^nd  finifher  of*  their  faith.  How.  fuch.  unhappf 
perfons  can  expedl  to  face  their  Savipr^  at  the  drad 
.day  of  account,  when  wilful  ^Ifreg^rd  of  ;mjf  means 
of  grace,  will  fign  theix  coiuJefiuiatiQni  I  Ic^vc  to 
themfelves  to  ^nfwen    ,     ,      . .  > 
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'  To  allifl  the  argument  againft  thefe  poor  objec- 
tiotis,  it  is  time  we  Ihould  confider  the  benefits  we 
may  expeA  from  due  obedience  to- our  BlefTed 
Lord's  command;  and  thefe  are  truly  great,  but 
only  the  real  Chriftian  will  receive  them ;  that  is> 
he  who  is  feniible  of  his  wants  of  Chrift's  hdp«  and 
believes  from  his  heart)  that*  his  Savior  would  never 
have  appointed  anjf  ceremony  in  his  Churchy  but 
to  the  moftjahttary  end,  and  as  being  pfitively  necef^ 
fary  to  his  advancement  in  piety,  and  obtaining 
endlefs  happinefs.  To  all  fuch,  the  benefits  arc 
inefiimatle:  even  no  lefs  than  having  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift  for  their  continual  defence,  for  all  who 
receive  this  holy  Communion  with  a  true,  and  livefy 
faith,  are  one  with  Cbriji,  and  He  with  them.  You 
may  judge  further,  both  of  the  neceflity  of  the  ordi- 
nance, and  the  prodigious  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it,  by  our  Lord's  own  words,  in  St.  John,  vi. 
5^3.  Except  ye  eat  theflejhoftbe  Son  of  man,  and  drink 
bis  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.  As  the  ignorant  Jews 
(whoonly  liftened  to  the  latter)  enquired  bow  can  this 
man  give  us  bisflejb  to  eat ;  fo  the  ignorant  Chriftian, 
may  doubt  how  receiving  the  ftgns  only,  of  Chrift* s 
bodty  broken,  and  blood flaed  can  procure  us  any  good. 
But  our  Savior's  anfwer,  will  fatisfy  both.  The 
words  that  Ifpeak  unto  you,  they  are  fpirit,  and  they  are 
life.  As  if  he  had  faid,  as  the  bread  of  the  world 
nourifhcs  your  bodies,  fo  do  the  words,  the  power^  the 
Jpirit  of  Chrift  improve  the  fouls  of  all  who  truft  in 
him.  It  is  obfervable,  that  our  Lord  always  ipeaks 
to  the  people  by  way  of ftgure,  or  parable,  to  repre-» 
fcnt  to  them  heavenly  things  by  the  comparifon  of 

earthly 


csu-thly  things }  and  thi«9  he  culls  himfelf  die  hfod 
^  iifr,  and  it|r  a  fyiriuial  fenfe  ilBriM,  /^  ^ /^ 
if  mmT  m&M  49i  bis  U$$d  is  drifik  ind^ed^  That  i8» 
the  facrifice  of  bis  body  and  hk>od  m  the  cro(k»  vat 
a$  neccflary  for  the  health  of  men's  fmis^  aa  com-» 
mon  fix>d  to  their  wshmi  Hws^  but  thefe  things^ 
£iya  hej  an^^irit  Md  Itfe;  that  isj  they  muft  be 
leccived  and  applied  Jfir^udfy ;  and  till  people  aic 
awake  to  a  fenfe  of  Uieir  condition  by  nMn^  aad 
the  aec^fiiy  of  a  Redee9ier«  they  will  (like  Ibnie  of 
Chrift*s  diicipks  of  oldj  think  many  of  skefi^  bmi 
Jfj/isigs^  mi  sum  frmn  kearitig  fbm^  As  foon»  then, 
as  people  are  thoroughly  feafible>  that  to  be  ena- 
bled to  fubdue  the  lulb  oi  the  flefh,  and  to  obtsia 
parim  for  paft  linsi  »e  the  moft  valuable  of  all 
hkflingSy  they  will  confefs  that  Aich  benefits  sic 
worth  ifariviiig  for,  and  they  will  not  fiiil  to  u&  this 
pn^imlar  tmaws  of  receiving  them. 

But  tlife  curiofity  of  the  ignorant,  or  the  &ith« 
lefsj  naay  lead  them  to  enquire  kw  thi3  13  done  I 
They  may  doubt,  as  the  Jews  did,  Htw  fM  this 
iuan  ^iv€  us  bis  Jklb  ia  eaif  How  can  a  littk 
bread  and  wine^  eifed  fo  wonderful  a  cliange  in  s 
man*s  difpofiuon,  and  procure  fuch  an  extrapidi^ 
nary  blefling  as  eternal  life  ?  Doth  the  receiving 
tbele  elements  ad  as  a  si»£ll  ?  %  no  means.  The 
mantier  by  which  thefe  blciiings  are  applied  to  us, 
is  the  £une  by  which  we  receive  tycry  grace  that 
Qod  be Ckows  upon  us ;  namely,  by  Jerims  coiffidff^ 
ti0n,  fai^b,  and  prt^er.  When  we  rcfledk  what  s 
4uprQ(4  iin  ha(h  taken  in  our  nature ;  when  we  are 
aflured  that  it  muft  ruin  us  eternally^  if  \it yield  t9 
it)  we  are  naturally  led  to  feck  for  help  againft  its 
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power^  and  to  depend  upon  Him,  Who  hath  atoned^ 
and  fatUfied  for  it«  effe£l.  Thefe  thoughts  put  U9 
on  our  guards  and  fit  us  for  receiving  the  neceifary 
afliflance  for  correfting  our  depraved  nature.  The 
thorough  fcnfe  of  our  own  infufficiency  for  any 
thing  that  is  good  without  that  aid,  and  the  natural 
defire  of  efcaping  puniihment^  leads  us  to  rely  upoa 
Him  J  who  hath  fromtfed^  and  is  mighty  to  j0oe. 
Thefe  are  the  plain^  and  leading  grounds  of  our 
faith ;  and  that  it  nnay  not  waver,  we  employ  the 
ufeful  help  of  conllant  prayer  to  keep  us  in  the  right 
way.  Thefe  you  fee  are  rational,  and  ready  me« 
thods  of  proceeding.  As  to  the  manner  of  the  effeU^ 
we  leave  that  to  God.*'  Our  Lord  himfelf  checks  all 
vain  curiofity  concerning  his  divine  operation  on  the 
mindj  by  his  clear^  and  full  reply  to  Nicodemus  oa 
a  fimilar  occafion.  7he  wind  blowetb  where  it  lijicth, 
(faith  he,)  and  we  hear  ^hejound  thereof^  hut  know  not 
whence  it  cometh,  or  whither  it  goetb^  and  Jo  are  all  they 
that  are  bom  of  the  Jpirit.  As  by  feeing^  and  feeling 
the  effects  of  the  air^  that  is  fufKcient  to  convince 
us  it  exifis^  fo^  if  we  experience  fuch  a  hatred  for 
our  fins ^  and  fear  for  o\xt  fouls,  as  will  engage  us  to 
ufe  the  means  of  being  delivered  from  the  danger 
we  are  in,  without  God's  grace ;  we  may  be  aflured 
the  work  of  God  is  begun  in  us,  and  that  he  will 
certainly  perfeSi  it,  if  we  continue  faithful.  But 
here  I  am  very  fenfible  another  difficulty  may  pre- 
fent  itfclf^  to  the  fcrupulous,  and  the  unbeliever^ 
How  comes  it,  fay  they,  that  fo  many  who  ob^  this 
commandment,  whor^^m'^  this  holy  facrament  coum 
fiantly,  do  ftill  continue  very  deficient  in  many 
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chriftian  virtues?  For  iwo  plain  reafons.  Firftj 
becaufe  our  (late  by  nature^  is  fo  extremely  d<^e- 
nerated^  and  infirm,  that  in  many  things  v)e  cffend 
all ;  iberd  is  none  thai  doth  goad,  no  noi  one ;  even  tU 
juft  man  faUetb /even  times,  faith  Solomon.  Again, 
There  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth  that  Jinnetb  not ;  all 
ivhich  paflages^  declare,  our  continual  pronenefsto 
evil.  And  i\\t/econd  reafon  is,  lycaufe  people  do 
not  receive  it  with  Jufficient  thought,  and  veneration. 
But  there  will  ever  be  this  ejfential  difference,  (which 
all  who  receive  fincercly,  can  abundantly  teftify,) 
that  they  would  have  been  much  le/s  careful,  and 
confequently  much  more  wicked,  if  they  had  never 
received  at  aH,  and  that  they  go  on  in  hopes  of 
gaining  daily  ground.  I  defy  any  man  living  to 
fay,  thsft  he  comes  conftantly  to  the  Lord's  tabic, 
with  a  thorough  fenfe  of  the  nature  of  this  holy 
Sacrament,  and  yet  continues  to  Hn  as  wilfully,  and 
foully,  as  he  did  before  he  ufed  this  means  of  grace. 
And  as  to  thofe  who  come  without  any  fober  confi- 
deration,  it  is  no  wonder  they  remain  bad,  or  even 
increafe  in  evil,  becaufe  they  do  not  properly  apply  the 
means,  for  it  is  with  this  medicine  to  thc^if/,  juftas 
with  a  remedy  for  the  bod;^ ;  whit  might  cure,  if  ad- 
miniftered  with  caution,  zn^  judgment ,  may  turn  to 
poifon^  when  taken  wantonly,  and  unfeafonably* 

Another  reafon  likewife,  why  we  do  not  fee  fuch 
general,  and  exemplary  efFedls  as  this  Sacrament  is 
perfectly  qualified  to  convey,  is  becaufe  people  do 
not  receive  it  often  enough :  for  it  is  not,  (as  I  before 
obferved)  to  adl  like  a  charm,  at  once.  And  here 
we  may  again  avail  ourfelves  of  the  alluiion  to 
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hdify  remedies.  Inveterate  difeafes  require  a  long 
coqrfe  of  medicine  to  corred  the  conftitution.  Sw, 
is  a  difeafe,  that  will  in  forae  degree  cleave  to  the 
foul  as  long  as  it  continues  in  a  polluted  body :  we 
mufl  therefore  truft  the  grand  Phyfician,  and  ufc 
this  eafy,  gracious  remedy  he  has  appointed  us, 
whenever  we  can  procure  it.  Doubtlefs  the  reafon, 
why  many  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  were  fo  pious 
in  fbeir  lives,  was  owing  to  their  io  frequently  receiv-- 
ing  the  holy  Communion.  By  keeping  the  objed 
inceffantly  before  their  eyes,  who  faved  them  both, 
from  the  power  and  punifhtnent  of  their^  fallen  nature, 
iin  grew  daily  more  hateful  to  then^,  and  by  being 
diligently  on  their  guard,  againft  it,  virtue  became 
more  habitual.  By  thinking  fo  conjiantly  upon  the 
adl  they  were  going  to  perform,  they  were  checked 
from  falling  into  grofs^  and  damning  fins,  and  thus 
the  oftener  we  apply  to^the  throne  of  God  for  grace, 
through  the  efficacious  merits  of  a  dying  Savior, 
we  may  depend  upon  it,  the  ftrongcr  wc  ftiall  find 
ourfelves  both  in  faith  dindprailice.  Again,  in  dan- 
gerous, and  confirmed  diforders,  a  careful  and  par- 
ticular regimen,  or  regular  rule  and  manner  of 
living,  is  as  abfolutely  necefTary,  as  the  medicine 
itfelf,  to  recover  health ;  at  leafl:  by  thc-former,  the 
latter  will  be  greatly  aflifted  in  its  efFecft,  and  the 
cure  much  fooner  accomplifhed.  And  this  leads 
me  to  the  lafl  particular  I  proniifed  to  confider  for 
your  fatisfadlion  on  this  important  fuhjcdjb.  .Namely, . 
the  NECESSARY  PREPARATION  jfcquirpi  Wf  all,  who 
would  wifti  to  profit  by  their  obedience  to  their 
Lord's  command. 
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.  This  is  t  point  tvbkh  fupplies  pother  too  com^ 
non:  excufe  for  keeping  from  the  Lpr<fs  table ;  the 
coniideratibn  of  which  f  parppfely  refer ved  for  the 
concluiive  part  of  your  inftrudion  j^t  this  tijiie. 

People  objed  their  great  un^^orthi^ess.;  tlicir 
tn/uffuiettt  FREFARATioN.  Now  thc  dangerous  fenfc 
in  wiiich  a  Ghriftian  can  come  unworihify  to  the 
blefTed  feaft  provided  by  their  heavenly  Mafter,  h^ 

^       ^  to  you  in  the  bc£;]niung 

of  this  drTcourfe;  and  very  little  reflexion,,  and 
common  underftanding  alone,  is  nece0ary  to  fatisfy. 
every  honcft;  well-dilpofcd  perfqn,  that  they  have, 
nbtWng  to  fear  from  jucb  objedions  propp'iyconiu 
dcred.  In  theftrid  fenfe  of  wortbinefs.  Sic  b^ 
man  living  is  not  ibdy  quali'fi.ed  to  receive  th^  mer- 
cies God  has  prepared  for  us.  It.  is  not  for  ai^ 
worth  of  ours  that  falyation  is  offered  us,  hyt  for 
Ghrifi*s  merits  alvne^  Nay,  our  great  unwcrikhiffs 
moved  the  love  of  God'  to  t^kc  piijt  updfi  our 
wretched  cafe.  Mad  we  been  worfby  of  apy  £ivor, 
Chrift  need  not  haw  died,  nor  fuch  an  aftoni(hin§ 
remedy  have  been  contrived  tp  heal  our  wounds^ 
but  he  died  for  us  while  we  were  his  enemies ;  there- 
fore  to  talk  of  (laying  till  wc  are  worthy,  is  to 
talk  of  ah  trnpoffibiiity ,  ^nd  to  fay,  in  other  wardiA 
wc  NEVER  n9^  come.  Tf^  th^jrefdre,  any  ofyou,  are 
truly  JTenJiUi  of  your  ^nwortbinejs,  yovt  haye  made  a 
good*  ftcp  towards  ih^ii'jdfejl  preparation;  fi)r  this 
hol^  Sacrameht  is  not  propolAfdas  a  reward  foi:  our 
bcin^^^,biltW  a  means  oi  making  us  fo.  But  as 
fomc^  becoming 'ppcpfeii^tion  is  certainly  required, 
and  that'I^tnay  not  ntiflead  you  in  io' material,  an 
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tfticle  by  any  thing  h^re  advanced*  let  me  Tecom- 
niend,.(ih  order  i6 prove  whether  you  izrr  prepared) 
to  exkmln<e  yourfefvcs  ty  thefe  flibrt  queftions^  ac- 
cording bdtiv  to  the  Apo^Je's  ad vice>  and  that  of 
bur  owii  chuixrh^  and  J^  come,  :and  eat  of  the  breads 
emi  irink  of  the  cttp  which  the  Lord  hath  provided 
for  the  refvijhment^  of  your  Joiils.  Are  you?  fcnflble 
ydiT  arc  j^w^^'b/  That  you  are  not  fo  good  ad  you 
ought  to  be,!  to  fit  you  for  the  prefence  of  an  a>}w 
|)ure  Godi  and  th^  company  of  perfedtied  fpiritS'? 
Do  ybii  wijfb  to  be'corrie  better  f  To  be  happjr  .&»• 
gels  when  you  die  ?  Do  you  believe  that  Chrift  is 
able  to  five  ybui*  fouls^  and  tvill  do  //  if  you  trujl 
in  bun,  and  obey  him  ?  Do  .you  know  of  .any  c<ri* 
tain  way  of  living  after  his  holy  kws,  bett'ef  than 
ttat  he  hath  himJeVf  pi^opofed  to  you  ?  If  you  aflp 
hurhUy  and  pt6ujly  convinced  of  thefe  truthsj  delec 
iid.  Idriger,  to  fulfil  your  chriflian  obligatiooy  anjl 
fekr  not,  but  tHe  Lord  will  have  mercy  upon  fUch 
fallings,  as' are  not  the  growth  of  perverje  andwH^ 
Jul  'rebeliiofiM  and  will  not  only  pardon  yout  p^kft 
bmiilioiis,  sknd  bifencts,  but  ftrengthen  you  to  coq* 
quer  the'  fins  that  are  moil  powerful  in  y9ua^carndL 
Irat'urel 

I  muft  libt  conclude,  without  iidverting  to  thir 
cafe'of  a  particular  defcription  of  chHftiaMi  whidk 
demand^  attention  in  this  place.  There  ai^  6er^ 
tainlyi  fome  humble^  timid  fouh,.  who  &om  wanfe 
of  early,  and  due  inftruiflion  concerning' this^  hbljf 
itfl'dlnance,  have  been  pr^udiced  f^  think*  it  a  cere-' 
Utiohy  hone  but  very  advanced  chriftjans  Jhimldrre^ 
tiive\*htt  this  is  a  grois,  and  dangorous  error* 
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The  veiy  dread  of  offending  their  Savior,  is  a  fare 
fign  that  fuch  perfons  are  fo  far  well  prepared.  Come 
unto  me,  fays  the  Mafter  himfelf,..^// y^  that  labour^ 
and  are  beaty  laden  {thai  is  deeply  lamenting  your  fins) 
and  I  will  refrejb  you.  If  anyof^this  defcriptionare 
here  prcfent,  let  me  aflure  you,  my  brethren,  for  your 
comfort,  that  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  unwortbinefs  is  the 
very  heft  preparation  to  pleafe  God .  "  Nothing  but 
^'  an  earned,  and  continual  delire  of  inllrudlion  can 
*'  qualify  us  for  the  knowledge  of  the  wondrous 
*^  things  of,  God*s  love.  Every  one  receives  this 
"  knowledge  only  in  the  fame  degree  that  he  de^ 
^^ fires  it:  and  z great  degree  of  that  defire,  is  the 
*'  proper  preparation  for  receiving  the  facrament  of 
"  the  Lonl*s  Supper/* 

The  very  end  of  this  holy  inftitution  is  to  pre- 
ferve  you  from  growing  in  fin,  and  to  fave  you  from 
the  continual  temptation^  to  which  you  are  expofed 
from  a  corrupted  nature,  in  a  wicked  world.  To 
youtb,  of  both  fcxes,  therefore,  it  may  be  prefcribed 
as  the  moft  precious  Imedicine  of  the  foul.  Long 
"and  formal  preparations  independant  of  purily  of 
\  intention,  will  profit  nothing.  The  refolution  of  a 
week,  or  a  day,  if  the  wj[i,L  isfincerely  turned  to  God, 
is  furc  to  be  accepted  of  him.  But  that  yoii  may 
not  mifiake  me,  as  feeming  to  encourage  an  inconfi^ 
derate  obedience  to  the  command,  when  I  fpeak 
in  favor  of  a  ftyorter  preparation ;  I  repeat,  when 
the  will,  the  purpofe  of  the  foul,  feels  inclined  to 
live  .to  God,  and  pleafe  him,  inftead  of  yielding 
to  the  finful  pleafures  of  the  world,  and  the  flefli, 
(not  wlica  it  has  entirely  eradicated  thofc  defires, 
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for  they  will  ever  afford  cxercifc  for  our  chriftiaa 
warfare),  when  it  truly  voifbes  there  were  no  fuch 
hinderances  to  a  holy  life,  it  is  then  duly  prepared 
to*  apply  this  means  of  obtaining  further  fupplies 
of  graced  The  facrifice  of  the  youngs  and  healthy^, 
is  always  mod  pleaiing  to  God.  My  Son^  faith  he» 
give  me  thine  heart :  that^  is  the  feat  of  all  good>  or 
bad  purfuit;  /£rxrr^  are'the  iflTues  of  Iife»  or  death* 
You  who  are  eniertng  upon  the  perilous  voyage  ot^ 
life,  have  particular  need  of  your  Savior's  protect- 
ing hand ;  flee  to  hin)>  for  you  cannot  (land  alone^ 
without  him  you  can  do  nothing  acceptable  to  the 
Father.  You  who  have  long  neglected  his  gracious 
commands/ cannot  be  too  eamefi  to  redeem  the  iimt,, 
and  fliew  your  gratitude  for  his  mercy^  and  long*- 
fuflfering,  in  fpariijg  you  to  fee  your  error,  and 
corredl  it,  by  vigilant  obedience  for  the  future^ 
And  you  who  are  on  the  very  verge  of  eternity^ 
who  from  the  decline  of  nature,  hegin  to  fiumkle 
upon  the  dark  mountains  \  you  furely,  ihould  be, 
thankful  to  God  for  his  great  goodhefs  in  affording, 
you  an  opportunity  of  kijjing  the  Son^  before  hit 
juft  difpleafure  is  inflamed  againfl  you,  pafl  all 
recovery ;  that  you  may  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
peace;  nor  die  without  having  worfhipped  the  God 
of  your  fathers,  according  to  his  exprefs  appoint*, 
ment. 

In  fhort :  all  who  wifh  to  refill  the  Devil,  and 
all  his  works,  and  to  live  to  God  and  holinefs,  are 
prepared ;  are  v;ell  prepared  to  accept  God's  means 
(through  Chrift)  of  fitting  them,  for  immortal  life 
and  glory. 
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t^t  mc  exhort  you  then,  my  brcth«sp,  jjgt  $fi 
Aidfay  rills  accepted  Sime.  Thp  approaching  feafpn^ 
that  rcrniAds  ui5  qf  Chrift's  xefMrreSlion  from  the 
dratl,  apd  viSojry  ovct  no,  and  death,  is  ont  /^^*- 
Uflr/y  proper  fo  remind  us  of  rifiw  fir^  tbf  deatjfi 
rf  jiift  to  ihf  life-  of  xilhteGu/nejf.  Chrift  nov 
invites  you,  ^nA  prefcnts  you  with  this  meajfi  of 
gxacej  through  Tcit  bis  rrioft  unworihy  mi.i>iJ^fr: 
but  thoiiigh  the  jhftnunent  is  infi^nificjint,  H^  wbQ 
jiftone  giveth  theincreafe,  will  blefs  th^  wprK  t^yQur 
jtdvarttageifydurdwnpurppfe  isfincere.  If  there- 
fore yotf  value  ydur  ftc<Jeen>pr's  love^  if  you  pxi^ 
your  Own  fpuJC  dp  ftot  r^fift  this  bleffed  opppitw- 
itity,  but  clofc  with  the  ofFef  of  his  inercy,  in  |;jji 
own  ivay.  Depend  upon  it|  he  knows  beft  bow  ft} 
fave  you,  and  that  if  you  continue  difob^di;pt^  in- 
Kcad  6t  z  Savior ^  (which  you  ipi^ht  npw  ?lQirjb  (9 
yourfelvcs,)  he  will  meet  ypu  as  a  tremendo.US  ^^^f f 
and  condemn  ypii  as  ob(t^nate|  ungr^tQ^l  $ancri| 
'Who  dcfpifcd  his  counfel,  and  preferred  the  fcrvicq 
off  bis  enemy,  and  the  f  ternal  encxny  Qf  your  fAl<? 
vation. 

May  God*  work  hetter  refolution?  in  t|^e  hearts  of 
all  who  hear  me,  for  His  fake,  who  is  thp,  Li^bt,  the 
Ufe,  and  ihtTrufb^  to  whom  with  thp  Fs»thcr,  an4 
the  Holy  Spirit,  be  aH  glory,  praifej  an^  powpr| 
for  ever  arid  ever.  Amen. 
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Jh  the  midft  of  life  we  are  in  death,  .^.  wb<m  then 
may  wefeekforfaccwr,  hut  tfThet  0  IJrdi  wb§ 
for  our  fins  art  jufily  difpleafed  ? 

WHAT,  my  brethren^  can  incline  us  to  more 
ferious  thoughts^  than  this  n^oft  folenHi 
notice  delivered  at  tho  grave  of  every  feUow-ccai« 
ture?  A  due.conjliderationof  thefe  aflfei^mg  woo-dlt 
vrill  furniih  many  fuitable  reflexions,  upon  the  pr^« 
lent  melancholy  occafion*  Surely  they  muft  fufl&^* 
clently  point  out  to  you  the  mifery^  and  uncertau)t|f 
of  nfe,  and  urge  you  to  take  warning  left  your  days 
be  ffiortencd  through  the  deceit fulnefs  of  fin  \  for  her^^ 
Vfc  h^ve  a.mo(l  alarming  proof,  that  the  v^ajpj  (f^r^ 
is  death ;  that  (in  always  carries  a  degree  of  punif^-^ 
ment  with  It,  ^ven  in  this  life,  and  that  we  cannot 
too  foon  lament,  and  amend  our  evil  habits,  left 
we  be  hurried  to  the  pUgo  v^bere  there  is  no  re-- 
peniance^  , 

The  approach  of  death  in,  ffxr^m/,  is  the  moft 
afiecftihg  thing  in  nature ;  even  the  expiring  of  ami^ 
mats,  has  fbmething  terrible  in  it.    An  unfptaka^ 
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ble  confcioufnefs  that  we  arc  made  to  live  for  ever, 
awakes  occafional  dread  of  what  may  come  hereafter; 
it  creates  a  fhock  at  the  fight  of  diflblution  in  jhjf 
form«  and  makes  us  tremBle  at  the  confequence  of 
the  SECOND  DEATH.     Mortality,-  is   the  curfe  of 
God  for  fin.     Even  the  fpotlefs  Jefus,   when  in 
human  nature^  felt  all  its  terrors.     He  was  forrom^ 
Jul  unto  death.     He  prayed,  f  under  the  influence  of 
mortal  fear)  that  if  poflible,  the  bitter  cup  might 
pafs  from  himi  and  why?  becaufe  being*  made  fin 
for  us,  that  is  bearing  the  puni/lment  of  it  in  his 
body,  this  was  part  of  his  fnffering.     If  then.  He 
who  had  no  Jin  in  himfelf,  did  neceflarily  experi- 
ence its  effcHs,  W\t  Wonderful  that  the'  aEIu&l  fin* 
ner  Ihould  be  afraid  to  die?    Caq  any  thing  fubduc 
tli'at  fear  but  the  fpirit  of  Him  who  \Vas  in  Jcfu#? 
How  ncedfuf  then,  my  friends,  to  make  acquaints 
ance  with  that  fpirit  ?  ^hat  Holy  Gueft  mufl:  have 
his  \i2\Mzx\ovi  fivept  and  garnifhed  for  his*  recep- 
tion.    We  can  never  hopic  he  will  take  up  his  dwelU 
iTi'g  in  impure  hearts,  and  habitually  fmful  bodies. 
Well,  therefore,  may  death  bring  horrors  to  the 
unregenerate  mind ;  and  natural  i«  it,  that  when 
we  fee  a  fellow-creature  in  the  adl  of  dying,  it 
fliould  force  us  to  confidtr  our  latter  end.     But  of  all 
the  inftances   in  '^hich  moi-tality   is  particularly 
moving,  to  behold  a  man  decaying  ia  the  prime  of 
life,  this  is  truly,  fo.     To  fuch,  this  obfervation 
may  juftly  be  applied.  He  cornet b  up  like  a  flovaer, 
and  fs  cut  down,  hefleetb  like  ajbadow.     This  hav- 
ing been- the  cafe  of  our  •departed  neighbor,  many 
circumflances  prefent  themfelves,  to  which  I  would 
iijtreat  yoxxx  feriows  attention^ 
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It  is  not  very  common^  i  am  aware»  to  preach 
&  fiineial  fermon,  but  by  particular  re^eft ;  and  lefs 
ufualj  perhapsj  to  deliver  fuch  difcourfes  but  in 
remembrance  of  the  great  and  good^  in  ordci  to  en- 
courage virtue  in  the  Irving,  by  the  example  dT 
thofe  who  are  gone  before  to  their  reward  %  ajid  to 
make  us  fit  loofe  to  the  charms  of  this  vain  fcene^ 
by  the  chearing  profpefl:  of  inheriting  a  better  Jlaiem 
But  for  once  I  will  venture  ,to  change  the  order  of 
thefe  folemn  exhortations,  and  try  if  fome  good 
may  not  be  wrought  in  followii^  another  plan ; 
viz*  by  a  ferious  warning,  to  teach  you  to  avoid 
the  rocl^  on  which  the  difTolute  and  thoughtlefs» 
hourly  make  wreck,-— not  of  the  favour  of  men  %, 
not  barely  of  this  world's  goods,  nor  of  human, 
life  alone :— but,  of  what  is  far  more  valuable  than 
all  together, — the  i,oss  of  their  immortal  souls. 
Engaged,  as  I  am,  my  brethren,  in  the  important 
bufinefs  of  diredling  you  in  the  way  to  happtnefs» 
was  I  to  negledt  fo  choice  an  opportunity  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  your  feelings,  I  {hould  condemn  myfelf  as 
wanting  towards  ^^i/,  and  wounding  my  own  con- 
fcicnce  in  the  higheft  degree. 
-  Here,  then,  before  us^  is  the  book,  m^  friends^ 
from  whence  I  mean  to  fpeak  to  you  at  prefent ;  • 
the  remains  of  your  neighbour  and  companion  !  Mr 
fate  holds  forth  to  you,  the  moft  awakening  obfer- 
vations,  which  you  will  do  well  to  weigh,  and  pray 
to  God  to  fix  them  in  your  hearts.  Sicknefs,  and 
death,  my  brethren,  have  paid  an  alarming  vifit  to 
our .  village,  this  year,  and  warrant  my  offering 
fome  feafonable  counfel  on  the  occafioiu     The. 
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things,  or  persons  h2id  oncp  exifled,  and  t\icrcj0p? 
No,  furely;  if  the  pcrfon  was  very  near  and  dear 
to  OS,  we  fliould  not  be  fatisfied,  with  juft  recoU 
.  lefting,  tfiat  he  once  lived  on  earth,  but  we  fliouId 
fondljr  dwell  upon  thofc  virtues,  and  accomplifti- 
xnents,  that  occafioned  our  attachment  to  him. 
If  he  happened  to  be  a  henefaSlor  alfo,  we  fhould 
as  naturaliy  efteetn  his  memory  from  a  fcnfc  of  the 
ienefits  we  had  received  from  him ;  fo  that  you 
cannot  avoid  perceiving,  but  that  fomething  mtnrt 
is  implied  in  the  words,  in  remembrance  of  yi^^  than 
the  lingle  recoUedion,  that  Chrifl  lived  and  died 
upon  this  earth ;  for  depend  upon  it,  if  we  re- 
member our  Saviour  in  no  better  way  than  this, 
thfc  frequent  acknowledging  that  any  celebrated 
charadler'  whatever^  wa^  once  in  beings  will  equally 
profit  us  in  a  religious  point  of  view.  The  ad  of 
memory  muft  therefore  carry  \xs  farther,  when  wc 
perform  this  holy  ceremony  ks  a  memcrial  of  the 
LoRi>  OF  Life.  We  muft  take  the  words,  dp  this  in 
refnembrance  ^  Me,  in  the  full  fpiritual  fenfc  that 
they  will  bear,  and  which,  indifputably,  they  were 
intended  to  convey,  by  Him  that  fpake  them»  If 
then,  we  indulge  a  ferious  meditation  in  this  plac^ 
we  ihall  naturally  be  led  to  confider  the  peculiar 
effife,  and  dignity  of  the  perfon  here  to  be  remembered* 
The  mind  of  a  ChHjlian  will  furnifh  him  with  fome 
fuch  thoughts  as  thefc^r^Chrift  commands  me, 
10  do  this  ^dt  in  remefnbrance  of  Him  ;  I  muft  there- 
fore revert  to  the  holy  life  He  led  for  iny  example  i 
the  bitter  fufFerings  He  endured,  to  teach  me  fa* 
tience,  and  reftgn^tion ;  and  the  cruel  death  He  un* 
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]fW%:'  Jffid  ffyffif^aj  to  Hntf,  aod  truft  in  Hnir^ 
He,  to  ^om  ifH  ff^fr  k  giuuh  i^  Bnivmy  dndeoPtb^ 
wtfl  fi;n<l  j^e  ipirit  of  holfne^  'mto  our  heait^ 
i^ijU  .ftrpf^heA  us  co  relift  tempt^xicm,  and  by  t}|t 
yar^ps  putw^ci  imans  of  grafCe»  ^i^iU  purify  uf 
bw,  ^  (vep^r^  U3  for  everlafting  hippiae&  ivn^ 
fiftfr.  Wim  mht$  of  meit^  is  hcsc  ktld  out,  to 
6ttfnl^  hcyi^r$»  onde&rvnig  creatturesl  Bac  oh{ 
th^  pK^rvierknefs  ^  the  huisan  will  i  oancpived  m 
fin,  9n^  r€i>^li^tt$  from  the  vomb,  ve  refiii  God^ 
^iHiifiaMs  lAyiuriow  from  our  carfleft  years,  and 
TQfifi  tTtf  ly  uppticable  is  Solomon's  defcription  if 
htic9  nsiture,  to  the  c^tfe  hefbre  us :  Jsfom  as  mm  m^ 
htn$  tl^ff  ^fpn  to  draw  near  Aar  aid\  tbty  bao^  m 
Jifff  (fvirtye  toJb(Wy  tut  are  confymed  in  fbeir  wicted^' 
n^h  (Wifdom  V.  J  3,)  Still  doth  the  fpirit  of  God 
ciQ^iiiue  X^firivt  with  the  Tons  of  men.  Sicknefs, 
Of;  loi^fartunej  are  the  natural  evils  he  renders  in-f 
iioicncntal  in  his  mer^ry,  to  roufe  numbeiB  from 
thjdr  ^issiiiVf  itate :  and  this  leads  roc  to  the  fecood 
reflection  to  he  derived  from  the  meditations  which 
tins  tfxt  fupplie$.  Fox  by  thefe,  we  are  loudljr 
wara^c}  t^  cry  out,  rfwbam  may  we  Jeek  far  Jiuumr^ 
ku$  ef  Vm,  0  JLord,  wbo  for  our  Jha  art  jt^/j  i^ 
fk^fed^     ItfCt  u$  dmell  a  little  yxgiWi  this  palTage. 

\XL  tho  x^  pn^kmmi  of  iiA  in  this  life,  God 
incUb  our  tfcwary :  in  ike  midfii  (fjudgaeent  he  remem^ 
^eth  nienyi^   He  cannot  avoid  being  natturaHy,  and 

JHfi^  ^k^^'N^  ^  <^^  ungrace&)^»  wicked  condud^ 
bu$  k^  dufirefh  mt  the  detOk  ef  mijf^finnery  and^omdd^ 
TiUkF  if  fi^d,  refumfim^  bU  xmcMnefii,  and  Uve^ 
^fetrn  WH  «|E  «yil  his  £»re^g|t  piwer  caa  bcin^ 
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good>  and  fometimes  fwhcn  deferving  finally  to 
be  cut  off)  He  draws  us  with  the  cor Js  oflave^  'thaty 
if  poflibl-e^  the  heart  may  be  inclined  to  lift  en  to 
\i^  Yoice^  and  turn  unto  Htm.  But  moft  dan- 
gerous is  it  to  provoke  and  tempt  his  tender^  long-' 
fuflferingy  and  gracious  goodnefs !  Hi  taUitb  out, 
je0,  twice,  but  mm  regard  mt.  Ifiow  diis  was  the 
very  cafe  of  the  young  man  who  is  now  cut  off 
from  the  light  of  the  fun.  Early^  was  his  intro* 
dudion  to  diforderly,  and  intemperate  ways :  ebf 
what  repentance  is  necefftry  id  tboje^  whe  either  encm^ 
raged^  or  did  not  retrain  him  f  Frequent^  and  rc« 
markable  were  his  warnings  (even  within  my  pe- 
inembrance)  ^ndjhort  his  eourje.  He  purfued  ini-- 
quity  with  greedinefs^  and  you  fee  the  r»rf  of  it  in 
him»  The  fame,  fooner  or  later,  muft  be  the  fatt 
cf  mU^  who  boldly  trample  on  the  conimandments 
of  their  God  !  How  terrible  for  thofc,  whofe  cvi* 
habits  are  confirmed  by  length  ofjearsi  whole  repent- 
ance is  put  off  through  the  hardnejs  of  their  hearts! 

How  ihould  this  afled:  his  companions  in  riot* 
and  debauchery !  But  like  the  daftardly  fervancs  of 
a  bad  mafter,  when  the  game  of  vice  is  over,  they* 
foriake  each  other.     Nothing  is  fo  bafe,  and  cow-  • 
ardly  as  sin.     It  is  afraid,  even  herti  to  t>ehold  its 
own  pidure:  Confider  then,  my  brethren,   what 
muft  be  its  dreadful  lot,  hereafter,  and  perhaps  it 
niay  awaken  in  you  {ome faving fear!  Can  you  bear- 
the   thought  of  dwelling  for  ever^in  uiter  darknefsf  . 
weepings  wailing,  and  gna/bing  of  teeth  ?  without  re- 
lief, without  hope,  and  where  the/moke  of  the  torment - 
ungodlinefs  i^cends  for  ever  and  evet  ?  jybo  ca»^ 
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iior  the  thought  of  endkfs  burmngs  f  Take  wtrning^ 
chen».  my  friends^  in  time.  Every  event  of  .this 
kind  is  intended  as  an  example,  as  a  particular  <«2f^ 
to  all  whofe  iimilar  courfe  of  Hfe  requires  reproach^ 
and  admonition.  Doubtlefs  ,^^»^  of  this  congre*' 
^tion  have  joined  the  thoughtiefs,  and  debauched 
mifcondud  of  the  deceafedj  at  different  times;^ 
Refled  upon  the  guilty  part  which  mull  be  brought 
againfl:  ..you  for  having  helped  on  his  VKokn^  to 
increafe  his^;?/.  His  day  of  trial  is  paft,  yours  is 
at  harui.  The  Lord  above  knows  only,  how  lox^ 
or  fhort  it  may  continue^  This  is:  the  Jecond  facdl 
iacrifice  to  intemperance,  fince  I  have  been  amoi^ 
you.  The  former,  i(i  fome  refpeds^  more Jbockhtg  9 
an  unhappy  reprobate !  whom  you  all  remember^ 
and  who  had  refufcd  incelTant,  .and  moft  gracioui 
offers  of; mercy ;  every  kind  advice ;  every  friendly 
help,  every  religious  check  was  tried^  but  all  ia 
vain :  at  length  left  to  the  power  of  his  own  bale 
appetites,  and  the  governm<ent  of  the  wicked  fpirit; 
he  fell  a  martyr  to  impenitence,  and  vice.  He 
was  cut  off  and  perifhed  in  a.  fit  of  beaftly  intox^ 
ication.  Lofs  of  reafon  to  diredt^  lofs  of  ftrengdi' 
to  fave  himfelf,  expofed  him  to  the  wilhesof  the 
tempter.  O  that  this  might  warn  all  thofe  who  are 
flaves  to  brutal  lufts  !  If  in  tbepUd/l  oflife^  weareim 
death  (as  we  truly  are)  even  when  in  heaUh^fibrietj^ 
^ndyouih,  how  rafhly  do  they  haften  their  ruin,» 
who  by  excefs  of  any  kind^  become  their  own  de« 
ftroyers!  .     . 

But  let  u^  M^eigh  the  nature  of  thi^  crime  mrt 
tklely.    No  man  can  be  fo  dull,  as  not  to  kqow^ 
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tet  ht  wlta  kills  M;!^,  is  certainly  l^i^trft6tKfl| 
n»f.  He  w  the  ^$9^Jtef  murdete^ :  ftr  it  r^  alMi^ 
oit  akl  httfidsk  chftt  he  whor  RFilfeftH'^htt,  trtaOitti 
brotiiii^  wife,  or  fScnd,  h  gujft^of  rtiol^aggrt^ 
moatd  wkk^ne&i  lU:  wRith^  ^urnstttrreHiudcitef^ 
.  Awl  twBjr  is  thts  ?*  Becaufd  the  pdii;icftf  being  fey  ff»r 
fatm^  ic  ftttws-  ho#^  far  the  p6Aver  of  VktlF  hafr  gMtdk 
di&  utmoft  vidiory  over  ti€^,  ti^hicfr  ougif  td  bfnd 
iu  bf  the  tdkhre^  ioW.  Now  yhart  cdn  }S(mtin  det/f 
totiir>^  thM'OW  11^^  JefoexT  fPhU JbiUf  it inM  giW in 
miAkngefor  ^iis*  sent  ?  Thefcfoifey  if  I  iltftrc^  hbfSi 
hoif  and-fotil^^  hy  thf  (>tM  ba&  pra^Eftes,  F  cef- 
tsmil)i<lecl«re*inyrelf  the  fduld!,  and  indft  Tivfekctf 
MitdrTOn  Aad  wkat^  d^^t  t^  diftf^tfce  of  the 
MWtti  fo  I  dfeAitaHy  Mc6Ripli%  the  feta^  enSP 
Iskeicftsthuklefer;  whor  kills  his  di^d!'frieuil 
hf  » >W  j»s/a^  than  he  ii4id  «ai^  htfiT  off 
%  i  yii^Mw  'iiiSH^^  ^irelf  iw/i  and  ^h«r^)tt  ei^ff 
nwa  wh«  dedr^  hin  health  farf  m^  if  lipaf 
(am  ic  w  iitipomble  boc  he  nuift  be  fetfftfife'  of 
did  cctMin  cfi^feqoence  at  /ic;^)  hfr*  H,  and  jtiiHy 
muft  betedraiied^  ir^eh^  eyebfir^^i^  reR^iff^  mS 
lAxA&bri*  ar vcwif  the  murderer  of  hifnfelC  A^ 
tD^theijuarieyt  or  ikgrr&ef  fin,  i€  ii^attieK  nothing' 
(ftt  it  oppoft^  ihc^imr  of  God  J  whrthbrthc  cfiMP 
appears.^  ia?  y^,  offfHtty^yenn  >  and*  fhcf  caufe  of 
wgc* ib  camcfftljr^^hmtiA^ you-rd  ffce  ibis  v*te;-is3 
bcBmfei.af)  t\^  tBbubt&\rfL<!^if  it prodtiee^  in  sri^ 
diiig  gnufdeif^tti  i^tempeftrnee.  .  In^trtitli-  it  is  tHif 
forerunner  and  temptation  to  almoft  cvctf  (ftStUt 
fUd^rorime  ihtft  ^an^fi^  natned'.  Me  m^decefoid, 
tfa>fiji>nq0  bMth^ni  iiAcef  i<'is^'di«i»roid  i>f  God 
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coi|fqquf)iKi^.'0f ;  their  dobaacherie»»/  and  ncrtHral 
ji^fJgpTBnj^,JbM<wi»  tvi8^  nwy  ttuly  %  of  jSirfj  .'ift^ 
/or,  tb^Jif^  Ga4'  kJHfii^^  d^le(^9d.  y  and  all  who  heaf 
iQC  vfi^.  dp  wifely  *<^  confidcr^  tiic  »igh«f  *HB 
fereiu;;i.  both.  uk;paintt  of  cof^me^  and  ^ehelieeW 
llOpe  oif  QiKifiQ  f4l«iMr>  ioi  €a&  their  fictods  is  of 
th^i)  4^  ,/i^>^WWn^  Of  ficom.  the  wtu^  infinnivies'» 
siod,  yacicu^,  ^^ecidpnls.  to  wluch  ^  we-  »t  escpefed'  hi 
que  iniwuX  b^dtfit)    li]r  i».  true^  we  are  Mfimtefsi 
a^d  we;  aUt  die&^ive  pttnsflioietiu    Bur  eiTentmRf 
diflferent^,  9S!^  .the.  feelinga  from  the  imitiedia^  ^ 
Cpf£)^  pf  vslfe^.lipao.  the  .profligate^  and  what  the 
QCdiip^y;.  vijy^ttPll.^f  .pcovidence  prodmres  tipofi* 
^M^^^i^War.  Chriftian^  whon  fuhye(fkd  t?o  Divine* 
CQrfec^i^n^;  th^ySvtMr  (if  happily  ac  all  awakened)" 
la  um|V9|c^hI)5  Qi4>refled  wifh  JW/r,  and  y«0rr» 
9UV}>'  fii^i^^nMmr^^'^  ^  ^as  I  be  has  every  thmg* 
Cftv  Z^^^^nn^ .  a^;  ja.  time  he.  needs  moft  confolattoxr 
firffip  lellgMM^^knoaidedge.    On^  chc  other  hand^' 
wIh^i  ^the;  tiaa[){tcmie.ai9Ki  careful^  man  is  orcrtalcenu 
\xf^^f^^{%j^:  and  efipecdailf  if  hehaa-  laid  in  a  ftora:^ 
of,^hriftia»imfiifmation,.  6/  is  calm.,  and  refigncd;* 
xff^st^i  it  i»  the  lightLof  iaiutar^  nhttftijement ;  takes' 
thp .  a^XMMtlge,  ^,  t^e  vifitation  to  review  his  paft 
nM^^iHesi  foDiiiiiioifiiturc^  bottef  rcrfolutions ;  an^^ 
*Ww»flg..lP.;th!o.  wiidbm  of  the  Sop>reme  Diretftor, 
h^e^Cjclj^QVi  J^filfehaly/ Jobi  ev^  tkmgb  be  flay  rfie^ 
Jit  vadll  I  fm^.tif. kimv    The-  power&it  and  bleflfed^- 
l^f^rit  to  whom  he  hath  looked  up  in  the  day  of 
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his  profperity,  and  eafej  now  comforts  and  Aip« 
ports  him ;  He  fupplies  the  needful  aid  his  ficu- 
ation  calls  for :  He  helps  tbejprit  of  d  man  tofuftam 
his  wiobirfs,  f^  a  womded Jpirit  who  cm  hear? 

But  oh  !  how  melancholy  is  the  contrail  of  the 
ignorant^  defpondingj  felf-condemned  finner!  How 
gloving  are  his  looks,  when  confeflion  and  re« 
pehtance  are  prejfed  upon  him  I  How  piercing  are 
the  heart-fetched  lighs !  how  truly  pitiable  the 
doubtful  ligns^  of  a  fhaking  head,  and  hands  lifted 
*up  in  felf  abhorrence !  when  (as  it  fometimes- hap- 
pens) the  powers  of  fpieech  and  fpirits  are  unequal 
to  aflift  inftru(^ion,  or  convey  the  labouring  bur- 
then of  his  inward  trouble  l-^How  muft  every 
fpedtator  fympathize  in  fuch  exajs  ofmijery  ! 

Thefc  are  th«  fcenes  to  which  the  thoughtlefi 
certainly  muji  arrive,  unlefe.in  juft  difpleafure,  (jod 
cafts  them  off  for  ever,  and  leaves  them  to  them- 
felves ;  (hen^  indeed,  will  they  go  oii,  in  iin,  and' 
hardened,  day  by  day»  will  live  and  die  like  hrutes, 
and  not  as  men.  But  a  better  portion  let  us  cha« 
rltably  hope,  has  been  prepared  for  bim^  whofe  un« 
timely  end  hath  led  me  to  this  neceffary  tafk  of 

general  exhorution,  — ,  though  dead,  he  now 

J^akeib^  by  the  example,  of  his  latter  days.  More 
than  all  fermons^  would  have  been  his  plaintive 
whifpers  to  you,  on  the  fubjed  of  his  wicked 
courfes;  which  in  their  confequenct^  denied  the 
powers  of  voice.  Had  any  of  you  inquired  of  him 
hU  lateft  thoughts  of  what  he  once  purfued  fo 
madly,  he  would  have  told  you,  tndy^  there  is  no 
frqfii  in  the  things  whereof  I  am  now^fbamed.    Had 

he 


A    FUNERAL   SERMOl^.  529 

ke  poflcflcd* worlds,  he  would  have  given  them  aU 
to  redeem  his  mifpent  time ;  he  would  have  given 
Uft^  that  he  had  never  pafled  an  unreafonable  hour 
in  a  public  houfe,  or  herded  with  the  drunkard, 
or  the  fcorner.  Had  you  heard  him  lament  his 
foul  abufe  of  God^s  m$ft  bply  Sahhatbi  or  felt  the 
wounds  he  owned,  for  having  often  pafled  in  Jin^ 
thac  precious  time,  moft  mercifully  provided  to  fervc 
his  God,  and  fit  his  foul  for  heaven  i  it  doubtleis 
would  have  fmitten  your  hearts,  and  under  the 
influence  of  God's  grace,  have  helped  to  check  the 
evil  habits  that  enflave  you.-^ 

This  (ketch  of  his  great  delinquencies,  and  late 
contrition,  reminds  me  of  another  portion  of  his 
mifcondud,  which  may  greatly  profit  you  to  con- 
fider  duly.  There  is  a  crime,  my  brethren,  which 
cleaves  to  fallen  nature,  and  fills .  up  the  meafure 
of  every  other  fin ;  when  fhewn  to  man,  it  ren- 
ders us  completely  hateful,  but  when  pradlifed 
towards  God,  it  finks  us  below  the  nature  of  the 
very  beafts^  It  is  ingratitude.  I  will  inftance 
a  particular  on  this  occafion,  that  now  occurs  to 
*ne,  and  which  with  God's  bleffing  may  work  con-* 
viftion  on  the  minds  of  fbme  who  hear  me.  Yout 
departed  neighbour  anS  companion  bclon^jcO  to  a 
focicty,  founded  in  humanity,  reafon,  and  even 
religious  forefight.  During  his  long  lingering  ill- 
nefs  he  has  reaped  advantages  from  it,  as  each  of 
you  its  members  would  do,  was  ficknefs  to  he  jour 
portion.  But  alas!  how  did  he  abufe  thefe  be« 
ncfits  when  living?  Inftead  of  being  thankful  for 
the  increafe,  when  occafionally  the  common  ftock 

Mm  has 


v» 


530  A   FUNERAL   SEllMOM. 

has  been  dhided,  how  ungraiefulfy^  how  wickedfy^  and 
ferverjdy  has  he  employed  bisjbare  in  furfeiting  a 
beaftly  appetite ;  in  di  (honoring  God«  and  cndan-* 
jeering  his  own  foul.  Whereas,  profperity  in  our 
undertakings,  {hould  lead  us  to  adore  and  praife 
Him  for  his  mercies,  and  to  make  a  wife  and  fober 
ufe  of  our  fuccefs.  If  any  are  prefent,  who  have 
been  equally  guilty  of  a  behavior  fo  thoroughly  dif- 
graceful  to  fo  confiderate  an  inllitution,  let  them 
eameftly  crave  pardon  of  a  long-fuffering,  but  ter- 
rible and  avenging  God ;  let  tbem  injlanily  repent^  and 
ie  converted,  that  their  Jim  may  be  blotted  out,  and  pray 
for  grace  to  avoid  temptation  for  the  time  to  come. 
For,  to  turn  that  into  a  curfe,  and  mifery^  through 
wanton  fin,  which  God  moft  gracioufly  profpers 
for  our  good,  has  fomething  ralh  and  bafe  in  it,  paft 
all  expreflion.  Every  indulgence  beyond  refrelh- 
ment  of  the  fpirits,  and  ftrengthening  the  body, 
[«^  borders  upon  vice,  and  leads  to  further  trefpafs. 

We  are  exprelsly  enjoined  in  fcripture  Mt  to  make 
provffioHfor  tbejlefi  to  fulfil  the  lujis  thereof  %  but  every 
one  tranigrefllng  this  wholefome  rule,  plainly  rcjeds 
the  Apoftle's  counfel,  and  prefers  the  cravings  of  a 
brutal  appetite,  to  the  pofitive  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel. 

The  ftate  of  one  who  has  dishonored  himfelf  by 
intemperance,  is  mod  afFedingly  defcribed  by  an 
Englifh  Poet.  It  is  fo  fine  a  pidhire  oifetf-^refroaA, 
and  fo  very  applicable  to  my  prefent  fubje^,  that 
J  cannot  refrain  delivering  the  palfage.  "  O  (fays 
^e  penitent)  '*  that  men  (hould  put  an  enemy  into 
^^  their  mouths,  to  fteal  away  their  brains !  that  we 
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•f  IJhould  with  joy,  revel,  pleafure,  and  applaufc,^^ 
"  transform  ourfelves  to  brutes!  To  be  now  a 
fenfible  man,  by  and  by  a  fool,  and  prefently  a 
bcaft!  O  horrible!  Every*  inordinate  cup  is 
certainly  unbleffed,  and  every  ingredient  is  a 
•«  Devil!**  It  almoft  feems,  as  if  the  author  had 
tranfpofed  the  fcripture  precept  on  this  fubje(fb 
We  are  commanded  to  mortify,  (or  deny)  every  inor^ 
idinate  affeSlion^  and  to  put  off  all  anger,  wrath,  malice^ 
blajpbemy^  and  filthy  communication y  out  of  our  mouths. 
Now  to  the  commiflion  of  all  thefe  vices  you  very 
well  know  that  every  inordinate  cup,  (that  is, 
every  irr^'^«/jrufe  of  liquor,)  doth  continually  lead 
the  drunken  man.  One  imperfection  feduceth  him 
to  another,  and  forces  him  moft  frankly  to  defpife 
bimfelf,  when  be  fuffers  reafbn  to  confer  with  con- 
fcience.  But  this  is  not  the  worft,  Drunltatds  and 
whoremongers  God  will  judge.  He  has  pofitively  and 
repeatedly  declared  it ;  that  men  may  ihun  the  fin 
fo  ruinous  to  their  fouls. 

From  all  that  has  htf^n/aid,  then,  and  what  you 
\i^vt  here  before  you,  you  cannot  biit  own  the  dread- 
ful confequence  of  yielding  to  the  vice  of  drunken- 
nefs ;  and  that  for  fuch  fins  God  is  moft  juftly  dif* 
pleq/ed.^^All  that  remains  from  the  words  of  my 
text,  is  to  cnquifc  now,  to  whom  you  may -flee  for  fuc-. 
cour,  when  you  arc  happily  fenfible  of  the  danger 
you  have  brought  upon  yourfelves,  from  wilfully 
continuing  in  any  known  fin.  If,  (as  before  ob^ 
fcrved)  the  very  befi  haiieneed  to  cry  to  the  Lord 
for  help,  whi/e  in  the  midft  of  death,  that  is,  from  the 
iincertain  fate  of  ooortals,  how  much  more  hath  the 
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^wfer  cauf<;  to  cxcl^itxi^  Q  wretched  m^  thfit  I  am, 
'who  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  tody  of  this  death  ?    What 
fea£bn  has  he  to  thank  God,  through  Jejus  Cbriji  $wr 
tardy  that  where  Jin  abounded^  there  Vfi//  Pbrijt^s  p'^ce 
much  more  ahound^  in  becoming  j^illingly  the  offtrinr 
fpr  fijiy  to  the  end  that  men  ihoulcj  nb\Jerve  fin,  iut- 
that  all  might  repent  and  bejaved.    .  l  p  tni^  Lpr.d  Jefus, 
then,  you  muft  fly  In  time,  my  brethren  j  implor<; 
him  to  plekd  with  the  Father  for  your  lorgivcndS : 
pray  for  a  ntiv  heart,  and  a  right fpirit  Within  j^ou,  and 
grace  to  mend  your  ways,  will  confequcntjy  follow. 
Do  not  rafhly  flatter  yourfclves  that  you  may  receive 
even  the  merciful  indulgence  of  time  vpuchfafed  to 
your  deceafcd  acquaintance,  but  rcfledl  ypon  the 
Horrors  of  your  unchangeable  Hate,  in  cafe  your 
fouls  hc/uddenly  called  for,  when  rioting  In  druftken^ 
tfefs,  ifnfiety,  znd.Jin.     That  he  was.  not  funf^moned 
in  fuch  Murtfrepqred,  and  filthy  {lat'e'f  that  he  was 
fpared  from  many  accidents  he  had  provoked ;  to 
own  his  fins ;  to  fee  his  foul  ingratitiKle ;  to  fear  the 
danger,  atjd  to  cry  fpr  i»^o^,  affprd  fprne^i^^'^he 
Lord  had  not  entirely  forfaken  him.    But  O,  my 
friends>  tryfl  me,  it  is  a  hazardous  game  to'  phf^ 
with  fin  ^T\d  Satai^  till  yoii  are  pad  the  pradice  of 
his  leffons.     How  fincere  the  ct)'ing  fimiet's  repent- 
ance,, no  WAN  CAN  TELL;  truc,  we  mufl  not  fet 
bounds  to  God's  i^ncovcnanted  grace,  but  neither 
dare  we  promife  beyqnJ  what  heliimfelf  hathj5p«4fc»« 
Xhoijgh  (as  the  Prophet  price  faid)  I Jhould  receive 
i^ines  of  gold  and  jlver,  I  can  Jpeak  no  more  than  tb€ 
Lord  bath  Jhewn  me.     The  {criptures  are  to  us  the 
>vords  of  his  mouth:  by  them  we  mufl  be  go- 
9  rerned ; 
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^vcrncrf;  on  them  we  muft  build,    ^e  Jbul  (faitTi 
<7ocf)  thatftmeib^  itfi^aUdieM     Repentance  is  the  oaIy[ 
sure-,  but  repentance  is  the  gift  of,(j9d.     They  \yhp 
wil!  not  fcek  the  «ft  while  it  may  be  found,  .raufl? 
^e   acknowledged   in  a  dangerous.  M'ay^   becaufi^ 
Chrift  the  Phyfician  himfelf,  the  Difpenfer  o^  thft 
cure^  IVys,  unlefs  ye  repent ^  yefiall  all  likewije  perijb. 
%jx  what  mortal  living  dare  aifure  this  gift  is  effec- 
J^aHy  beftbwed  to  inveterate  dinners  at  the  lat^ 
hourt    Reafoa  and  reiigioQ  inform  us^  that  repent^ 
;^ncc  is  not  for  the  grave ^  but  for  the  living  \  to  pre-. 
J^re  us  to  be  meet  inheritors  of  the  kingdom  of- 
grace.    We  do  noj  fay,  the  finner's  repentance  may- 
Hot  be  found  a}:  Uft^  but  that,  time^  and  fruits  meet 
for  refentanfe,  can  only  pove  it  fo  to  us,  the  Ions  of 
men.     Nay,  how  can  the  man  himfelf,  judge  of  his 
growth  in  grace  but  in  proportion  as  it  affifts  him  to- 
T^fiH  jemft/ttitm,^  and  for  this  he  muft  have  triax.* 
Hopcj  fear>  weak^efs  of  body,  and  mind,  may  ali 
contribute  to  deceive  him,  when  he  is  juft  fteppipg 
into  eternity.    Nothing  but  miracle  can^  then  alTur* 
cdly  difcover  the  merciful  defigns  of  God  towards, 
him ;  but  miiacles  are  no  conditions  of  the  Go^dl.^ 
covenant  of  giace.    Build  not  therefore  on  a  deatlw 
bed  repentance^    Truft  not   to   hte  and  Jitdden^ 
conv^rlions :  be  not  among  thofe  \i^a  teg^i  the 
Lord>  hppiiig  (heir's  may  be  the  cafe  of  the  tard/ 
labourers  in  the  vineyard.  A3as !  my  brethren,  this 
parable  fupplies  no  valuable  hope^  now  chriftianity « 
UejAblifijed  I J^  holds  out  no  cheering  proipeiSt  ta 
them,  .who  fin  on  wilfully,  tiU  fin  deftroys  tiheni« 
l^haA^  mpQ  v^ait^d  to  be  €alled^  or  hired;  jw  have 
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been  inlifted  in  ypur  Mafter*8  ferrice  from  yonr 
infancy ;  you  have  been  called  ever  (ince  you  could 
difcem  right  from  wrong.  Will  you  plead  that 
you  are  ftill  ignormt?  That  will  profit  nought. 
Much  you  might  have  known«  but  for  your  mm 
fault.  You  are  called  every  (abbath-day  to  hear  and 
learn ;  you  are  called  by  the  advice  of  your  friends 
and  minillers;  you  are  called  daily  by  your  owa 
confciences ;  by  continual  warnings*  and  examples 
all  around  you :  and  now,  by  the  fate  of  a  departed 
brother,  in  ignorance,  and  iniquity.  Again:  as 
to  the  late  laborers  who  were  rewarded  for  working 
but  one  hour,  yet  we  know  they  did  actually 
work,  and  doubtlefs  the  compailionate  mailer  ob-. 
fcrved,  and  accepted  their  finccrity  of  endeavors  to 
make  up  the  time ;  but  can  you  fuppofe  this  juft  Lord 
would  have  paid  them,  after  he  had  called  them, 
in  cafe  he  had  not  found  them  in  the  fields  or  had  fecn 
therii  IDLE  there  ?  To  thoftp  then  who  obey  the  call  i(i 
time,  much  confolation  may  be  derived  from  dwel- 
ling on  the  boundlefs  goodnefs  of  the  gracious  maf- 
ter  whom  they  ferve;  that  he  Has  allowed  them 
time,  is  a  powerful  fpur  to  gratitude^  affivity,  and 
diligence,  tt  helps  their  faith  and  hope,  that  he  has 
Ipared  them  yet  to  work ;  that  he  vouchfafes  to  hire 
them  ewcnlate,  llrengtHens  their  dependance  on  his 
xiiercy,  md  fupports  them  with  the  profped  of 
increafing  favor,  that  he  will  forgive  their  paft  un- 
worthiiiefs,  and  reward  their  humble^  but  fincere 
endeavors  to  reform.  But  the  prefumptupus  fin- 
net's  cafe  is  very  differeia ;  he  looks  for  a  rewa^ 

when  it  is  impoifible  to  vmk ;  when  night  Is  come  { ' 
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Vhcn  men  go  to  reft^  inftcad  of  labor  \  in  Ihort^ 
when  he  is  able  to  do  nothing ;  noj  not  even  to  profit 
by  the  kindnefs  a  compailionate  mailer  might  wilh 
to  (hew  him ;  that  is^  unable  to  uje  the  grace  once 
offered  him  upon  the  plained  terms.  But  blelled 
be  the  God  of  all  mercies,  we  have  ftill  time  before 
us,  and  health  and  opportunity  to  improve  it  in 
our  Mafter*s  fervice,  yet  as  we  know  not  the  day 
or  hour  of  our  Lord's  coming  to  call  us  to  account^ 
it  behoves  us  the  more  diligently  to  redeem  the  time^ 
to  apply  thefe  ferious,  and  eternal  truths,  and  fer- 
vently implore  our  Heavenly  Father  to  fix  them  ia 
our  hearts. 

To  conclude.  I  have  the  happinefs  to  think>  my 
brethren,  that  there  needs  but  very  few  words  to 
make  you  thoroughly  fenfible,  that  thefe  my  feeble 
efforts  in  this  momentous  caufe,  are  heartily  in-> 
tended  for  your  greateit  good.  Pure  love,  and  un- 
feigned good-will,  diredl  thefe  earn^ft  exhorta- 
tions. Some  may  perhaps  dillike  to  hear  me  fpeak 
out  plainly  to  them  noiw^  but  ihould  they  prove  fo  , 
happy  as  to  frojit  by  the  warnings  they  piay  pofli- 
bly  blefs  this  hour  to  all  eternity  ;  whereas,  was  ' 
I  to  conceal  their  danger,  and  fuffer  them  to  tum- 
ble blindly  into  that  pit  from  whence  is  no  deliver- 
ance, they  might  juftly  curfc  my  want  of  refojutiop^ 
and  regard.  After  all,  I  am  but  a  weiik,  ^nAfifrful 
.mortal  like  yourjdves,  but  I  have  a  poft,  or  charge 
allotted  me  ampngft  you.  Your  beft  interefts  I  am 
to  defend.  It  is  not  in  my  poor  power  to  turn 
your  hearts  indeed,  or  even  my  cwn  j  but  I  am  com-? 
manded  to  employ  the  means ;  and  I  have,  I  humbly 
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hope,  on  this  occafiotij  fulfilled  my  duty  to  my 
flock^  my  Maker,  and  myfclf.  For  the  puvpoSs 
of  our  mutual  and  endlefs  happinefs.  He  has  in  the 
vnerring  defign  of  his  wife  Providence,  beeh  pleafed 
to  place  JL18  on  tbisjcene  of  trial,  in  very  different 
Nations.  Of  me  it  is  required  to  inftrud,  advife, 
and  warn  you  to  prepare  for  death.  Tour  duty  con* 
iifts  in  hearing,  obferving,  and  praying  to  God 
through  Chrift>  to  give  his  blefling  to^  our  joint 
exertions.  The  day  muft  come,  God  knows  how 
focHi,  wjien  we  fhall  be  free  fpirits,  and  experience 
no  diftinAion  but  of  love,  or  hatred  towards  God 
and  goodnefs.  We  fliall  meet  face  to  face  in  ixcor-* 
ruptible  as  now  we  do  in  mortal  bodies.  Moft  need- 
ful is  it  for  me  to  take  ftrift  care,  both  for  yowr 
fakes^  and  my  own,  that  ye  may  not  then  upbraid 
me  for  not  having  delivered  to  you  the  whole  counfd  of 
Cod:  for  having  propbejied  to  youfmootb  thirds  i  for 
not  having  fpohen  terrible  things,  fmce  knowing  the  terror^ 
if  the  Lord,  my  commiffion  was  to  perfkade  men  to  twtn 
to  him.  Liftcn,  my  brethren,  to  the  awful  chaige 
upon  me!  and  you  will  think  it  very  natural  I 
fliould  mifs  no  opportunity  of  warning  you  to  fice  the 
wrath  to  come.  *  Thus  fpeaks  God  to  his  Prophet 
Ezekiel,  iii.  17.  Son  ofman^  I  have  made  thee  a  wettch^ 
man  to  this  people,  therefore  hear  the  word  at  wtf  mouth, 
and  give  them  warning  from  me.  If  thmjpeakefi  not  to 
warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way,  to  fave  bis  fmd^ 
hejball  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  bis  blood  will  Ireqmre  eU 
THY  HAND.  Oh  God  forbid,  that  this  ihould  ever 
be  the  cafe  with  us !  and  wherein  I  have  been 
wanting,  may  the  Lord  forgive  it^  and  ftill  afford 
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me  time  and  grace  to  repem^  and  amend !  Bu^ 
Uj9  God  again.  If  thou  do  is^arn  the  ivicked  and  b^ 
turn  not  from  bis  nxfickednefSy  he  pall  die^  but  fbtfh 
haft  delivered  thy  own  foul.  You  fee  then  Clearly^ 
that  as  I  valu^  your  falvation^  or  my  owu^  \i  Is  in«> 
^umbent  on  ine  to  be  -plain^  and  honefi  with  yoo,  to 
rebuke  in  feafon,  and  out  of  feafon,  that  your  fpt'- 
rits  may  be  faved  in  the  day  of  thf  Lord.  Rather 
then,  may  this  be  the  blefled  event  to  both  of 
Irt.  That  when  delivered  from  the  prifon  of  thi$ 
body,  we  may  meet  with  comfort  incxpreflible,  i!^ 
|he  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and  congratulate 
each  other  for  ever,  in  having  efeaped  the  poltutiok 
that  is  in  the  prefent  world.  May  our  joy  be  equaf^ 
Mine  in  praiiing  God  for  having  been  enabled  tc| 
ufc  the  talenfs  given  me,  to  good  account ;  ^LnAyours^ 
for  having  had  grace  to  profit  by  the  humble  inflru^ 
ment  of  my  faithful  labors :  ic  that  we  may  unit^ 
to  endlefs  ages,  in  hallelujahs  to  the  Lamb,  whq 
hath  bought  us  with  hi«  blood,  and  that  dying  td 
fin  now^  we  may^rife  to  life  immortal  in  the  heavens. 
But  this  can  $lone  be  done  by  ftriving  to  work  out 
mfr  fahation  i  and  fince  it  is  God  who  worketh  in  us 
both  to  will  and  do^  we  do  therefore  glorify  him 
moft,  wken  we  fhew  forth  the  power  of  his  fpiriC 
on  our  mind,  and  caufe  our  light  to  Ihine  before 
our  fellow-creatures,  by  all  manner  of  pMrity  and 
godly  love. 

That  none  of  you  may  fall  (turn  of  this  glory,  i^ 
my  fervent  prayer  to  Him,  who  alone  can  new*.* 
Cireate  the  heart,  and  to  that  good  end,  remember, 
tfa$M;  ifow  Bfij  bmhrenj  ii^  the  accepted  time^  kow 
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is  the  time  of  falvation.  Let  the  time  paft  fuffice 
to  have  indulged  all  manner  of  licentioufnefsj  and 
ungodly  lufts,  and  tum^  though  late,  to  the  Lord 
your  God  with  all  your  mind^  and  fouU  and  ftrength. 
Pray  to  him  to  turn  you,  andfojballye  be  turned,  bat 
let  k  be  now,  while  it  ii^  day,  before  the  night  comeib 
when  no  man' can  work.  Remember  that  in  the  midfi 
cf  life,  we  are  in  death,  and  that  if  you  are  taken 
fuddenly,  and  unprepared,  not  all  the  wifhes  of 
friends,  the  prayers  of  minifters,  and  the  church, 
and  your  own  laft  trembling  ftruggles  united,  may 
be  fufiicient  to  make  your  peace  with  God;  unlefs 
the  giace  of  God  dire<fl  your  hearts  in  due  feafon^ 
there  is  manifeft  danger  of  your  making  (hip wreck 
of  the  fSuth.  The  prefumptuous  linncr,  it  has  been 
fully  (hewn,  muft  not  depend  on  miracles  of  favor, 
on  the  contrary,  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gofpel 
threatens  death  eternal  to  the  impenitent,  and  evil 
doer.  Bring  forth  fruits  then  in  due  feafbn,  and 
think  not  ye  have  Chrift  for  a  Redeemer,  if  ye  ob- 
ftinately  perfift  to  crucify  him  daily  by  your  wicked 
lives.  Oh  !  may  the  repentance  of  this  bufy  (lave 
to  fin,  whofe  laft  remains  lie  now  before  y$,  h^ve 
proved  effedual  to  his  everlafting  peace!  May  the 
ufeful  le(ron  of  bis  end,  link  deep  into  all  our  hearts. 
And  I  befeech  you  all,  my  friends,  while  you  im- 
plore deliverance  for  yourjelves,  of  Him  who  is 
mighty  to  fave,  pray  even  for  me,  that  while  I  ant 
endeavouring  to  point  out  the  fafeft  path  to  life 
eternal  for  you,  I  may  have  grace  and  ftrength  to 
perfevere  in  every  proper  duty  of  my  calling,  and 
ijever  fail  in  every  chriflian  ?xhortatio^  and  exam* 
I  pie. 
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pIc ;  left  while  I  preach  to  others,  Imyfelfjboidd  he  a 
caft^away.  May  the  merits  of  Chrift  Jefus  prevail 
with  God  the  Father  fo  to  prepare  us  now^  for  the 
fure  and  awful  change  awaiting  us>  that  this  our 
trial  over,  we  vmy  pafs  through  death,  to  life  im- 
mortal, and  (hare  the  bleilings  God  has  prepared  for 
all  who  fear  bis  name,  and  long  for  their  Lor  is  ap^ 
fearing.  To  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  the 
Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Preferver  of  his  Servants^ 
be  all  the  glory  for  ever  and  ever^  Amen. 


The 
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IUii4ci)p4f  io  a  modem  Stylo,  fu)4  fined  fox  ibp  gmfqilVV/i^  inj) 
Qbf^iw  Ii^niflto>  of  the  CimtnimifyMkig^ 

By  the  Rkv.  Sm  ADAM  GORDON^  Baat^  lir.Ai 

',  . ;  ;x^  of  Cwi3T  Church,  Ox;fo^p%  \         ] 

«  s 

Ifiviion ;  .Triflt^a  for' jbHN  8TCX:K0AWSV  Picp^Diyif;  * 

.  T^e  fiaiHpwMig  CbsM^ifft^  of  tbe  ibpve^  Woij^  ii  inkift  finMi. 
6e  B&i9iiA  CiiiTiC^  for  SxrrsM»im4  tj^s^  ^ 

*'  "^if  LI.  F40I9  vbkh^rpinire  mncb  more  tjiao.thc  liookB  j)c&> 
fornou  ff  f^v^nel^  occqri  that  \x  is  joot  witbot)^  ipipc  ppmo^ 

of  <umi&  we  notice,  in  j^h^  q^/c  before  ps^  jth^  i^ry  cootmnr 
•  ^u^t*  Frv>P  the  evpreiBona  heie  ircittd.  ift  £rarc4^  po  4  ^V 
viow^  ^t  tbe  reverend  notbor  had  confined  bis  iUntotioni  to  y 
ft1e{t>  .perbap9  only  a  very  fmaU  )»rt«  of  the  HomiUea'  of  .tbf 
^hucch ;  and  vere  iqclinod  to  legr^,  tnat  %  pba  to  qbvioii^J 
yfcfql  bad  not  been  purfu^  in  a  more  eytcnfive  jnanner*  But«  qq 
^amioation^  vefind^  to,  oor  great  fatis&^tioni  the  whole  (et.o^ 
difcopffes  modernized*  with  tl^  exception  of  only  one  entire  Hop 
fniljr,  and  particular  parts  .of  two  or  three  others ;  for  whicb 
paQiffions  very  adequate  reafoos  are  aflimd.  The  modefty  of.Sii; 
Adam  Gordon  has  certainly  induced  mm  to  lower  his  exprefliopp 
49Q  far;, ififtpid  of  the  «^  Aibdance  of  fome  fekA  HpmiliaSf*'  be 
fbonld  have  faid*  the  fubftance  of  tbe  Homilies :  or*  if  very  l<;r9<- 
|)ttlou9,  he  might  have  fubjoined*  **  wi|h  a  few  oguffions.'* .  llua 
we  have  before  us  the  very  book  we  wi(hed>  but  hardly  bopfd  tp 
pnd ;  the  Homilies  accommodate*  in  point  of  ftyle*  to  the  tade 
apd  pqdqrft^nding  sX  the  tim^;  ^qd  we  have  not.Iatejj  feen  9 
book  more  likely  to  be  ufeful.  .'That  refpcft  fof  oi^r  piou^  and 
judicious  anc^rs,  which  modem  arrqgance  is  but  too  eager  tp 
throw  off*  will  ievive«  at  le^ft  in  candid  miods«  when  their  thoogbta 

4re  CQqtemp)«ted  with  tbe  advWi^  of  jji|^Ye4  llWiVi9gQ «  vvnen 
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it  li  btad  that  if  tti^  wet€  not  do^nent,  Aey  wttt  ytt  ksoaiti 
in  the  fciiptnKt,  corm  in  chdr  nmoiim,  and  not  Idi  acute  bk 
jodgtnrnf  fhm  Aofe «lio irinraif  to^^tMethoB. 

The  Homilies  of  oor  Chnrch  confift  of  two  jmiu,  or  booki. 
Tbe  fifft,  containing  twdve  difeoarib,  wai  poUidied  ia  the  ic|p 
^Edwaid  VIm  dheiaDtbof  them  bdag  diiwa  xn^  %i  FoIleC 
at  or  aboot  Ket's  RebellioD ;  which,  however,  ranft  be  a  mtil«|f»^ 
finoe  Aey  were  pobliihed  in  the  firft  ytiu  of  Edward's  xeign,  and 
that  rebellion  cud  not  bieaLost  till  the  diitd^  The  feooadbook 
wit  poUiihed  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  confiftt  of  tveotj-one 
Homilies;  both  were  approved  and  cftaUiibed  afterwards,  in  the 
thir^-fifth  article  of  the  Chorch.  Of  their  aathon  little  is  known, 
and  roller  idls  ns  that  obfefiioos  were  raifed  from  cUs  obfcortiy 
pf  their  orjg^  "  However  ibme,''  he  (ajs,  <*  behold,  thefe  Ho- 
vdHes  as  not  foflkiently  Imtimated  bv  this  article  to  be  (for  their 
dodrine)  the  nndoobced  iflue  of  the  Chnrch  of  England,  alledging 
them  compofed  by  private  men  of  unknown  names,  who  may 
pohdbly  M  psefiimea,  at  the  beft,  but  the  chaplains  of  the  arck- 
Uhops  vnder  whom  diey  were  made."  fie  that  as  it  maT»  they 
were  iflaed  iHth  the  avowed  approbation  of  the  head  of  the  Chorch, 
and  pronoonoed  in  the  article  to  contain  "  godly  and  wholelbaie 
doOmBe,  and  necefiaxyfor  thofe  times."  If  it  be  thought  by  any 
Dcrfbns,  as  it.h^  indeed  been  allcdged,  that  their  vtiliQr  was  con- 
ned to  diofe  tidKS,  it  ma^  be  anfwered  in  the  words  of  Sir  A« 
Gordon,  tittt,  <<  the  doAriaci  and  precrais  of  the  Qofyd  bdam 
(like  their  andior)  the  fiune  yefterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever,  onkiB 
It  can  beihown  that  the  fobjeOs  enforced  by  the  Homilies  arp  cqn- 
tradi^ry  to  the  Evangelical  model ;  if  they  were  fit  for  tbe  times 
in  which  tbev  were  written,  th^  muft  be  gnnsed  eqaaOhr  A  in  all 
times;"  j>.  IxiL  or,  as  Fuller  more  cantioullv  exprcffes himfidf, 
^  I  conieflfe  what  is  neecflaxy  in  one  a^  txaj  oe  mSt  needfull  in 
another,  but  what  in  one  age  is  godly  and  wholibme  dodrine  (cha- 
ra^krs  of  commendation  given  oy  the  afotefaid  article  to  dse  Ho* 
milles)  cannot  in  another  be  ungodly  and  nnhealthfuU  ;  as  if  oor 
faith  did  follow  faihioos,  and  truth  alter  with  the  times."  Cimnh 
Il/Jf,  B»  ix»  t,  7r. — Manv  objeAions  have,  however,  been  made  89 
them,  whicn  will  be  belt  reiuted  by  perufing  the  Homtliea  them- 
felves :  and  this  the  worthy  ediror  of  thefe  volumes  has  rendered 
eafvp  to  perfons  of  all  defcriptions,  by  the  care  he  has  judidouAy 
beftowed  upon  their  language. 

The  Homily  entirely  omitted  by  this  editor  is  the  iecood  of 
the  fccond  book,  aninft  peril  of  idolatry^  and  fuperfluoua  deck- 
ing  of  churches,  wnich  being  direded  entirely  againft  errors  of 
the  Romiih  Church,  is  deemed  unneceflaiy,  in  the  preient  ftate 
of  things.  The  few  other  puts  omitted  are  paft  over  chielly  for 
the  fame  reafon :  and  they  ao  not  amount  altogether  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  fingle  Homily.  That  on  idolatry  is  by  far  tbe  tongeft  of 
the  iet,  and|  as  it  contains  much  curious  matter,  perhaps  it  would 
not  have  been  amifs  to  have  given  a  fhort  fummaiy  of  its  contents. 

'^   modernization  of  thdfe  difcourfes  appears  to  ns  to  be  per- 
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Ibfined  in  the  moft  jodicioas  manner;  notliiDg  is  altered  wantoalf, 
or  without  fiifficient  reafom  The  dodrincs^  and  their  illuftritions 
are  preierved  in  general  in  the  order  they  have  in  the  original^ 
and  the  whole  is  reduced  into  fuch  a  form  as  was  doubtlefs  pleaiing; 
as  well  as  edifying  to  Sir  A/s  parilhioaers»  for  whom  the  talk  was 
undertaken,  and  would  be  fo  to  any  other  congregation.  But  we 
cannot  better  illuilrate  the  manner  of  the  performance,  than  by 
giving  a  paifage  from  the  original,  fnbjoining  that  which  is  parallel 
CO  it  in  the  prefent  publication*  We  take  it,  without  much  fe- 
kdtton,  from  the  fermon  on  chriilian  love  and  charity. 

**  PAKT  I.    HOM.  6« 

**  Of  an  things  that  be  good  to  bee  taught  vnto  Chriftian  people^ 
there  is  nothing  more  necei&ry  to  be  fySaea  of,  and  dayly  called 
vpon,  then  charity :  afwell  for  that  all  maner  of  workes  of  riehteouA 
aeile  bee  contayned  in  it,  as  alfothat  the  decay  thereof  is  the  mine 
or  fall  of  the  world,  the  banifiiment  ^  vertne,  and  the  caufe  of  all 
vice.  And  for  fo  much  as  almoft  euery  man,  maketh  and  frameth 
to  himfelfe  charity  after  his  own  appetite,  and  how  deteftable  foeuer 
his  life  bee,  both  vnto  God  and  man,  yet  hee  perfwadcth  himfblfe 
fiill  that  he  hath  charity :  therfore  you  fhall  heare  now  a  true  and 
plaine  defcription  or  fetring  foorth  of  charity,  not  of  mens  ima|ina« 
tion,  but  of  the  very  wordes  and  example  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift; 
In  which  defcription  or  letting  foorth,  euery  man  (as  it  were  in  a 
glafle)  may  coniider  himfelfe,  and  fee  plainely,  without  erroar, 
whether  hee  bee  in  the  true  charity  or  not* 

*'  Charity  is,  to  loue  God  with  all  our  heart,  all  our  ibule,  and 
;iD  our  Dowcrs  and  ftrength.  With  all  our  heart :  That  is  to  (ay« 
chat  our  neart,  minde,  and-ftudy  be  fet  to  beleeue  his  word,  to  truft 
in  him,  and  to  loue  him  aboue  all  other  things  that  wee  loue  bcft  ia 
heucii  ur  in  earth.  With  all  our  life  :  that  is  to  (ay,  that  our  chiefe 
ioy  and  delight  be  fet  vpon  him  and  his  honour,  and  our  whole  life 
giuen  vnto  the  feruice  of  him  aboue  all  things,  with  him  to  liue 
and  die,  and  to  forfake  all  other  things,  rather  then  him.  For  he 
that  loueth  his  father  or  mother,  fonne  or  daughter,  houfe,  or  land» 
more  then  me  (fayth  Chrift)  is  not  woorthy  to  haue  me.  With  all 
our  power,  that  is  to  fay,  that  with  our  hands  and  fcete,  with  our 
eyes  and  eares,  our  mouthcs  and  tongues,  and  with  all  our  parts 
and  powers,  both  of  body  and  foule,  we  (hould  be  giuen  to  the 
keeping  and  fulfilline  of  his  commandements.  This  is  the  firft  an) 
principall  part  of  charity,  but  it  is  not  the  whole :  for  charity  is 
alfo  to  loue  euery  map,  good  and  euil,  friend  and  foe,  and  whatr 
fdever  caufe  be  giuen  to  the  contrary,  yet  neuerthelefle  to  bearc 
good  will  and  heart  vnto  cucry  man,  to  vfe  our  felucs  well  vnto 
tliero,  afwell  in  wordcs  and  countenances^  as  in  all  our  outward 
af\es  and  deedes ;  for  fo  Chrift  himfelfe  taught,  and  fo  alfo  hee 
performed  indeed.  Of  the  loue  of  Goo  hee  taught  in  this  wife 
tnto  a  do4^our  of  the  law,  that  aiked  him  which  was  the  great  and, 
fhlefe  commandment  in  the  law.  Loue  thy  Lord  Goo  (fayd 
Chrift)  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  foule,  and  with  all  thjr 
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KIucs  each  to  odier*  he  mcheth  v^chus^  Yoo  bane  bcaid  iriiwAr 
Id  tunes  paft»  Thou  flialt  ]ouc  thy  friend,  and  hale  thr  be :  &| 
I  tell  you*  Louc  your  eqcmks,  fpcakc  well  of  ihem  that  defint 
tnd  ipcake  euil  of  yoo*  doc  wcU  to  them  that  bate  yov*  play  l^r 
tfxem  that  vexe  and  jxriecute  you»  that  you  may  be  the  childfea 
pf  your  father  that  is  in  heucn.  For  be  maki^  his  (mtae  to  rift 
boih  vpon  the  euil  and  good^  and  iendeth  raine  to  the  toft  wad 
Vniufi*  For  if  you  loue  them  that  louc  yoa«  wbat  lewaid  Ihall 
jou  haue  ?  Doe  not  the  Publicanes  likewife  ?  And  if  yon  ^pcabe 
well  onely  of  them  that  be  your  brethren  and  deare  bdoncd  fnendsp 
what  great  matter  is  that  i  Doe  not  the  Heathen  the  fame  alfo  i 
lltek  bee  the  very  wordes  of  our  Sauievr  Chrift  bim&lf,.toiiehin^ 
ifae  loue  of  our  neighbour*  And  forafmnch  as  the  Pbarifen  (with  tbcif 
ood  pellilent  traditions*  and  hUe  interpretations,  and  giofles)  bad 
corrupted^  and  almoft  clearW  ftopped  vp  this  pore  Wifi  of  God's 
liuely  word,  teaching  that  this  lone  and  charity  pertayaed  cody  to 
a  mans  friends,  and  tha(  it  -  was  fufleient  for  a  man  to  lone  dKoi 
which  doc  lone  bim.  and  bate  his  iocs:  therefore  Cbiift  opened 
this  Weil  againei  pniged  it  and  fcouicd  it  by  gioin^  ynto  lus  godlf 
law  of  ^haritie.  a  titie.  and  cloure  iiuerpfctation.  which  ischiss 
that  we  ought  to  Jooe  every  oiaoj  both  friend  and  foe»  adding  tbeici^ 
wbat  commodiiy  we  (hall  haiie  tbecby.  and  what  snoManodifef 
)>y  doing  die  oontrary*  What  thing  can  wie  wiOi  fo  good  for  vi» 
as  the  eternall  hcaOGoIy  faiher*  to  icekon.  and  take  va>  for  bif 
children  ?  And  thb  (hall  we  bee  funs  of  (iayth  Chrift)  if  we  looe 
enery  man  without  enefftHion*  And  if  we  doe  otherwife  (faych  he) 
we  bee  no  better  then  the  Phartfees*  Publicaoes,  aad  Heaih€ii» 
and  (hall  haue  o^r  reward  with  them,  that  ts.  to  be  Jiat  one  fnm 
the  number  of  Go»s  cbofen  duldsen*  and  from  Ida  nnerfaffag  i■^ 
beritj^ncc  U  beapen."    F.  40. 

MooaaNizED. 

**  Of  all  the  virtaes  neceflary  to  be  eameftly  recommended  tO 
cfiriftians.  there  is  none  of  greater  benefit,  or  more  worih;^  tp  b( 
enforced,  than  charity ;  for  in  truth  this  fingle  word  comprifcs  s^ 
manner  of  righteonfnefs.  and  the  decay  of  it  amongft  as  is  the  per- 
tain canie  that  virtue  daily  declined,  vice  gains  ground,  and  tbf 
whole  world  hafteneth  to  oeftrudlion.  And  becaule  almpft. every 
nan  formeth  to  bimfelf  a  kind  of  charity,  the  offsprii^  of  his  Qwn 
fiMcy.  a  quality  after  his  own  defire ;  and  however'  Sulty  hi^  ^^ 
nay  be  in  manjr  refpe^s.  both  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man.  jet  be 
win  perfuade  himfeif  he  patkfks  this  virtue :  the  objed  tbeieforp* 
•f  the  prefent  difcour(e»  is  to  give  you  a  true  and  plain  defcripdoo 
ef  this  exalted  chriftian  property,  not  as  it  is  pid^ured  by  ooen's  owil 
imaginations,  but  according  to  the  words  and  example  pf  onr  Loro 
and  Sairiour  Jefus  Chrift :  in  which  account  of  it.  every  one  cqnfi* 
dering  himfeif  as  it  were  in  a  glafs.  may  fee  clearly,  without  any 
danger  of  error,  whether  he  is  in  po(reflion  of  true  charity  or  not. 

**  Pf  rfe^  charity  then,  is  but  another  name  to  (igni^  the  pnrcft 
love  of  God:  whom  we  aic  to  love  with  all  our  hearty  with  all  our 


lU;,  ii)d  witb-aO  o^  pnrpi,  or  flicDgdi.  ..■%  tfae  oyixe^oB  wA 
Ql  our  heart,,  li  mcam  that  o|ir  miri^  anj  Hay  be  employed  io  ^ 
^lef"  of  God's  holy  wprti,  to  truft  m  hlin,  tM  to  love  him  sImJvc 
"^things  (hat  we  roofi  deSic,  either  io  heaven  or  Linl;.     T>y  the 

Words  with  si  our  lye,  we  mean  that  our  chief  joy  and  .kiighi  be 
ipjaccd  on  God,  ahd  in  prompting  ms  hooonr ;  and  that  jU  the 
^iftions  bfour  r        '  ■  ii'...-';i.-lfv  dedicated  to  &  fervicc,  being 

willing  to  live  o  '  to  fotuke  all  ddicr  things  whai- 

',ever  rather  than  t!      ;     ,    ■  ■   ■    itor:  Jir  lab/iieiir  lavelii  fathir 

'trvidbiT,fonard.-..-i:.i,   /  .-.,    .'    ad',  mare  tt^wi,  failh  Chriii, 

htiiBoihusribytf-::.  L'v  jll'-i-r  ;ibwen  qrftreiigih  Is  tobc'undcr- 
,jl<rod  the  rdigii";;s  t.^oi/ift  dl"  i-  Liy  faculty'  we  p-.llds;  thai  oar 

liaijds  and  feet. f."ir  i;'. !■■(>-■  ^'.1  :  .tior)  diir  eyMatti  eiia^  (our  ob- 
■ftr^atiop  and  di  ■       '  ■    iifc)  odrmouthsor  toagufl,  (<)iji 

.ilifcourfe  arid  ct  ,  ^ .  injltaaii^  (jilicr*,  and  adv^wc- 

^ang  oorfelvesj  ia  Ihor't,  cieiy  pahafidjoiterof  l»thbod)^^f<^, 
"ffiould  be'  devoted  iii  (time  rclpt'^t  or  other,  in  praifing  Gw,  aB|l 
JspE^jing^is  coyipaodsyptt,  Tbii  is  ihe.frfl  and  piiocijal  pai:  of 
Jhis  hcji.veply  virtue,  fijt  nQttlii:  ji^hole  ofit;  fortriiechnmaaf^ 
^Cy,  RnfU^  legaiic'tEi  a'  degiee  of  love  to'wjuds  all  tpapkind)  gc^ 
'QiSaa,  &iendQrfbe;  and  whatever  caufe'maViJ^^^.^'i^  Si^'^x  4* 
]pr  tM  i;oiitrar>'',  as  carnal  pica,  yet  we  mu«  Gcpr  good-will  tp  a)|, 

^lid  condufiE  purieive^  icligioiilly  towicds  ^ia\  other'  i^  words  MI^ 

"  Concerning  the  love  of  God,  this  is  hia  doflrine  as  recorded  in 
St.  Matthew's  Gofpcl,  xxii.  37.  In  his  anfwer  to  a  doflor  of  tbe 
law,  who  afked  him  which  w»  the  gieat  commandment,  Tbefe 
aie  his  wordi :  Theu  Jbtdt  kne  tbe  I^i  tiff  G«d  tsilb  all  thf  btart, 
Mdiailb  all  iIij/bmL,  and  •witb^^H  th  >aind :  and  as  to  tbe  love  we 
owe  each  other,  his  precepts  are  no  fefs  plain  and  pofitive,  as  rebnd 
in  St.  Matthew  v.  43,  &c.  Ten  have  htard  that  it  luaifmid  efibem 
tftidtime,  tbrnifiat  latit  tfy  aeighhair,  and  bait  thiat  memf,  tut  / 
fin  iMoym  hmtjtar  eiumiti,  blefitbtm  that  curji  jm,  da  good  ta  them 
/bat  bate  jom,  pray  fir  ibtm  that  dtjpittfklh  n/fjmi  and  ferficmtt  jim, 
tbatjn  nutf  be  tbe  cbildren  efjatrfalbeT  •abt  it  in  btiFven,  fir  kt 
maieib  bafitt  ta  rife  en  tbe  evil  and  an  tbe  good,  andjendttb  rain  em 
^be  jafi  and  am  the  mnj&fi:  fir  ifjtltve  ihtm'whieh  Ivor  jam  ont/fiubat 
fputardharve  je,  diHoteveaibepubliemutbeJamef  And  if  yea  Jalnte 
jtar  bretbrtH  only,  •what  do je  mart  iban  atieri,  do  mot  even  tbe  fahU- 
tams  tbe  famet  Now  thclcyOD  all  know,  are  the  very  words  of  our 
Saviour  Chiift  himfelf,  refpefting  the  love  of  our  ncighboar ;  and 
becaufe  the  Pbarifees,  with  their  deluding  traditions  and  falfe  in- 
terpretations, had  not  only  corrupted  but  almofl  entirely  ftopp^  op 
this  pure  fountain  of  God's  lively  word,  teachine  that  this  lore  or 
chanty  extended  only  to  a  man  s  friends ;  and  ust  it  was  enough 
for  a  perfoa  to  return  aficAion  towards  thofe  who  were  partial  to 
sAbU,  and  tlat  they  might  hate  their  enemies ;  thercfoie  Chrilt,  ai 
ft  were,  opened  this  fountain  again  for  the  people,  cleared  away  the 
^bftmfiioBs  it  had  received,  and  cntiiely  purified  the  Itream,  by 


No 


giving 


<  t 

tiding  t  true  and  olnr  cxpUnadoa  of  Aii  perfeft  Uw  ofcliaiitf  i 
J  ihewiog»  that  in  a  ftnd  xelieioos  fenfe  we  maft  ich^xifh  poic 
gexxl-will  to  alL  Farther,  our  Lord  confirmed  and  lecommeoded 
2iu  holy  precept*  fa^  fetting;  forth  the  benefits  we  fhoold  leoeiYe  hf 
doe  obfervance  of  it ;  andon  die  contrary,  what  evil  woald  enfue 
from  oar  negled  thereof.  For  what  ppffible  thing  can  any  one  de> 
file  more  profitabfe,  than  that  the  eternal  God  of  heaven  (h«n]4 
adopt  u/  for  his  children  }  And  this  our  blefled  Mailer  aflaret  na 
nvill  be  the  cafe*  if  we  love  each  other  upon  the  principles  of  our 
being  equally  the  work  of  his  hands ;  if  we  difcover  no  ezoq»- 
tion  in  the  difchaige  of  chriftian  offices*  through  malidoos  pu^ 
fions  or  felfiih  prefaence ;  whereas  if  we  negled  this  duty  froni  anj 
(*  He  de< 


inch  cauib*  He  declares  we  are  no  better  ttian  deluded 
ptofane  publicans*  and  ignorant  heathens*  tuid  (hall  have  our  ic« 
ward  together  with  them ;  that  is*  to  be  (hut  but  from  the  number 
c»f  God's  ekdj  and  from  an  everlafting  inheriunoe  in  heaven.**-* 

^  Wherever  wehave  compared  Sir  Adam  Gordon's  editkn  widi  the 
original*  the  fame  mod^  refer ve  and  found  judgment  in  akeiatiiHi 
appear  ib  us  to  prevail ;  abd  the  whole  work  feems  clearly  to  pfove 
tnat  the  polifhot  language  was  the  chief  advantage  wantixig  to  lender 
the  Homilies*  as  rdpe&ble  in  thefe  days*  as  they  were  when  fiitl 
iffiied.  We  recommend  the  puUicarion  with  pleafure*  and  doubt 
tfot  that  its  cfift  willbcfacbas  tbepioua  editor  piopefed  in  ^ndii^ 
fakingit.*^  •  ^'^ 


^- 
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UNITED  BRETHREN, 

Among  the  Indiaas  in  North  America.  •  In  three  FkrtSf . 
B7  GEORGE  HENRY  LOSKIEL. 
Traniltted  from  the  German 
By  CHRISTIAN  IGNATIUS  LA  TROBE, 

London:  Printed  for  JOHN  STOCKDALE,  PiccADxitr. 

The  following  Account  of  this  Wbrk  is  extracted  from  the 
British  Critic,  for  September  1795. 

**  No  clafs  of  Chriflianshave  heen  more  indefatigable  in  their 
cndeavoors  to  communicate  the  light  of  revealed  migion  to  the 
moft  remote  and  uncivilized  tribes*  than  they  who  ftyle  themfelves 
Uniias  Fratram,  or  the  United  Brethren*  popularly  known  by  the 
name  of  Moravians.    The  cold  of  Greenland  could  not  check  their 
ardour,  the  wilds  of  America  could  not  daunt  their  courage.    The 
account  of  their  miflion  in  Greenland,  together  with  the  hiftory  of 
that  country,  written  in  German  by  the  celebrated  Grants,  hat 
ion^  been  known  as  a  book  convening  piuch  informadon.    The 
ancient  and  modem  hiflory  of  their  church  was  written  by  the  fame 
Cxantz,  and  tranflated  by  Benjamin  La  Trobe;  a  man  moil  highly 
and  jttftly  eftcemed,  not  only  within  the  pale  of  his  own  commn« 
nion,  but  wherever  he  was  known ;  and,  if  we  miiiake  not,  the 
father  of  the  prefcnt  tranflator.    There  is  alfo  a  brief  account  of 
their  miflion  among  the  Efquimaux  Indians,  and  thefe  books,  to- 
gether with  the  prefent  work  of  Loikiel,  contain  the  whole  body  of 
their  hiftory.    As  early  as  the  yrar  1 727,  which  was  foon  after  xht 
rtflorotkn  of  the  Unity  df  the  Brethren,  (as  they  exprefs  it)  they 
began,  faya  this  hiftorian,  **  to  take  the  converfion  of  the  Heathen 
in  general  into  the  moft  earneft  confideration,  believine  then^felvei 
called  by  God  to  preach  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift^to  rieatbenna* 
cions,  and  cfpectally  to  fuch,  who  till  then  had  been  left  totally  ig« 
noranr,  and  whofe  inftrn^on  was  not  attended  to  by  any  other  de« 
nomination.*'    The  firft  miftionaries  were  icnt  in  173Z  to  St.  Tho- 
sias,  a  Danilh  iiland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  others  went  in  the 
following  year  to  Gfcenland.    The  miflion  for  North  America  fee  ' 
out  in  1734* 

"  In  tranflati'ng  this  work  from  the  German  of  Lofltiel,  Mr.  Le 
Trobc  hasx^itaigly  performed  a  very  ufetul  uik  for ^  Englifh  patt 

Nna  ef 


of  his  brethren,  intd  he  KJu  fupptie<I  to  otfier  n!li^eft  t  book  of  tik&A 
entertainment,  and  ftill  jDpre  fflftrnd^on.    It  is.  divided  iilto  three 

f^rcs ;  the  ficrfl  of  which  contains  a  general  account  of  the  American 
ndians,  tlwir  tribes,  their  manhei^,  and  cbftoms,  aiKl  the  ptoddct  - 
of  their  counttv  in. aU  the  claflb  of  natural  ht(h>ry.  This  part  coo- 
fifts  of  eleveo  cW)ters^  into  which  the  fubje^  are  conveauntly  dif- 
tributed.  The  iecond  part  takes  op  the  hiftory  of  the  imnon,  and 
continues  it  in  chronoloeical  order»  from  its  commencement  in 
1 734  to  the  year  1 7  64.*     rart  the  third  continues  it  to  the  year  1 7  87* 

"  In  the  firft  p^rt,  all  particulars  that  are  known  df  thefelodiant 
are  well  colleded,  but  tnete  is  not  a  great  deal  that  may  not  be 
found  in  other  books.  As,  in  all  accounts  of  our  trearies  with 
thefe  nations,  mention  of  the  ftriogs  ^nd  belt^'  of  wampom  fi«- 
quently  occurs,  it  will  probably  be  acceptable  to  moft  of  onr  readexa 
to  perufe  an  exad  accobnt  of  what  they  are,  and  how  employed* 

**  fVampom  is  an  Iroqaois  word,'  meaning  a  mufcle.  A  namber 
of  thcfe  mufcles  ftrung  together  is  called  aftpufcfioamUm^  which*. 
when  a  fathom  long.  Is  termed  a  fathom  or  keltdftvamfcm^hut  ibt 
word  flrin^  is  commonly  -ufed  whether  it  be  long  or  Ihortf  fitfoie 
the  Europeans  came  to  North  America,  the  Indians  ufed  to  make 
their  firings  of  wampom  chiefly  of  fmall  pieces  of  wood  of  eaiial 
fize,  itained  either  black  or  white.  Few  were  made  of  mbfiaes,  ^ 
which  were  efteemed  very  valuable  and  difficult  to  make :  for,  not  ' 
having;  proper  tools,  thcjr  fpcnt  much  time  irt  finifhing  niem,  and 
yet  theif  work  had  a  clumfy  appearance*  But  the  Europeani  foon 
contrived  to  make  ftrihes  of  wampom,  both  neat  and  eleganr,  and 
in  great  abundance*  Thefe  they  barteitd  with  the  Indians  for  other 
goods,  and  found  this  traffic  very  advantageous.  The  Iikdians  im- 
mcjdiateiy  gave  op  the  ufe  of  the  old  wooddi  fubftitntes  for  wam- 
pom, .and  procured  thofe  made  of  mufcles,  which,  dioogh  fidlen  in 
price,  were  always  accounted  valuable, 

«•  Thefe  mufcles  are  chiefly  found  on  the  coaft  of  Vlzginil  and" 
Maryland,  and  are  valued  according  to  their  colour,  which  is 
brown,  violet,  and  white.  The  former  are  fomerimes  of  fo  dark  a 
Ihade  that  they  pafs'for  black,  and  are  double  the  price  of  the 
white.  Having  firft  fawed  them  into  fquare  pieces  of  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inth  in  length,  and  an  eighth  in  thicknefs,  they  grind 
thern  round  or  oval  upon  a  common  grin^Jftone.  Then,  a  hcflc 
hang  bored  lengthways  through  each,  large  enough  to  admit  a 
wT*r,  whipcord,  or  thin  thong,  they  are  ftrting  like  beads,  and  the 
firht^9f'mamfom\t  completed.  Four  or  fix  firings  joined  in  one 
bresfdrh,  and  faftened  to  each  other  with  fine  thread,  mike  a  hetfof 
nvnmpom,  being  aboot  three  or  four  inches  wide,  and*V>Ke  feet  ' 
long,  conraining  perhaps  four,  eight,  and  twelve  fkthbms  of  wam* 
pom,  in  proporrion  to  its  required  length  and  breadth.  This  ii 
dc^termined  by  the  importance  of  the  fnhje^l,  which  thefe  belts  alt 
intended  either  to  explain  or  confirm,  or  by  the  dignity  of  the  per- 
fons  ^o  whpm  they  are  to  be  delivered.  .  Every  thing  of  nxwie&t 
traftilaed  at  folemn  councils,  either  between  the  Indians  th^fi^et, 
or/with  the  Enropcans,  is  ratified  and  made  valid  by  ftriagi  tttf  * 

4         '    *  bein 


Mts'of  w^POfl^*    ^prtperly  tbqr  ufed  to  fl|v6  i$indloii  to  ttn^ 
tieadues  by  ficuvering  a  wiag  of  fome  larg^  bird ;  aii4  tbi«  caftoal! 
dill  pievails  among  tlie  more  wefiem  nations^  in  txanfafUng  bofiodjr 
^fiik  the  QdawaxoB*    Bat  the  Delawares  diemiclvet/  and  €» 
nations  in  leagne  with  them,  axe  now  fufficiently  piovidcd  wick 
hand&me  and  well  wrought  ftrings/  and  bdts  of  wampom.    Upon- 
the  delfvery  of  a  ftring^  a  long  fpelsch  may  be  inade,  and  nooh  laid* 
Vfmn  the  fubjeft  under  confideration :  but  when  a  bek  it  giTea»  km 
words  are  (poken,  bat  tiiey  maft  be  words  of  gicat  ii)iportanoe« 
frequently  reguiring  an  explanation.    l^ene?er  the  fp^ker  hai> 
pronounced  fome  important  fentence,  he  delivers  a  firing  of  waoi-' 
pom,  siding.  *',  I  give  this  ftrin^  of  wampom  as  a  confirmation  of 
what  I  have  ipoken ;"  but  the  chief  fubjedt  of  his  difcoarfe  he  Cdn« 
firoos  with  a  belt.    H^e  anfwer  given  to  a  fpeech  thus  ddivetcdr 
mufi  alfo  be  confirmed  by  firing  and  belts  of  wampom,  of  the  fanitf ' 
fizc  and  number  as  thofe  received    Neither  the  colour,  nor  riw 
other  qualities  of  the  wampom,  are  matters'  of  indifference,  IM 
have  an  immediate  reference  to  thofe  things  which  they  are  meant 
to  con^np*    The  brown  or  deep  violet,  caJled  black  by  the  Indians* . 
alwajs  means  fomething  of  fevere  and  doubtful  import ;  but  white ' 
is  the  colour  of  peace;    Thus,  if  a  firing  oc  belt  of  wampom  la 
intended  to  confirm  a  warning  againft  evil,  or  an  eamefl  reproof,  ii 
is  delivered  in  black.    When  a  nation  is  called  upon  to  go  to  war, 
or  war  declared  againft  it,  the  belt  is  black,  or  marked  with  rod, 
called  by  them  the  colour  of  blood,  having  in  the  middle  the  fignie  of 
an  hatchet. in  white  wampom* 

"  The  Indian  women  are  very  dextrous  in  weaving  the  firings  of 
Wamp9m  into  belts,  and  marking  them  with  different  figures,  per«i 
fedly  agreeing  with  the  different  fubjeds  oontained  in  Uie  fpeeclu 
Theie  figures  are  marked  with  white  wampom  upon  the  black,  and 
with  ;l)lack  upon  the  white  belts.     For  example,  in  a- Mi  ofpeacf^- 
they,  very  dexteroudy  reprefent  in  black  wampom,  two  hands  joined^ 
The  belt  of  peace,  is  white,  a  fathom  long,  and  a  hand's  breadth* 
To  didinguim  one  belt  from  another,  each  has  its  peculiar  mariu 
Mo  belt,  except  the  <war  Mi,  muft  (how  any  red  colour.    If  thnr 
are  obliged  to  ufe  black  wampom,*  for  want  of  whire,  they  daub  it 
over  with  white  clay ;  and,  though  the  black  may  fhine  throngb* 
its  value  an4  import  is  confidered  as  equal  to  whiter    Thefe  ibingi 
and  belts  of  .wampom  are  alfo  documents,  by  which  the  Indiana' 
remember  xhe^  chief  articles  of  the  treaties  made,  either  between 
themrclyes  or  with  the  H^hice  peofjlai    Th^  refer  to  them,  as  f« 
public  records,  carefully  preferving  them  in  a  chdt  n&ade  Ibr  that 
purpofcl    At  f crtain  feafoas  they  meet  to  i!t)xiy  thtir  meaning,  and 
to  rcne^  the  ideas  of  which  they  wei^  the  emblem  and  eoimtaui'- 
tioD.    On  (uch  occafions  they  fit  down  arotfnd  the  cheft,  take  oul 
one  ftr^T^g  or  belt  after  the  other,  handing  ii  about  to  evesy  perfim 
prcfent^^and,  that  they  may  all  comprehend  its  ineani^g,  sepdii 
the  ivordk  pronounced  cm  its  delivery  ia  tbaia  whok  coonsmn* 
By  theie  means  thdy  are  lenabled  to  remember  the  promifea  reci- 
procally made  by  the  difierent  parties,    And«  as  it  u  their  cuflooi 


CO  admit  e?en  th^yaang  hay,  ^k>  aie  fdated  to  die  cUefi.  in 
dieleailbiiUia^  thejr  beoMiie  catiljr  icq[i]ainted  with  alldie  affinnaf 
die  ftate ;  aod  thus  the  cootcnts  of  their  documcBCi  are  tnnfiEnhfed 
tOpofieritj.  and  cannot  cafily  be  foigotten. 

"  The  foOowing  inftance  aaj  ferve  to  (hew  hour  wtSi  dni  mode 
of  commnnicatioa  anfwen  the  purpofe  of  itcalling  MjcAi  to  tlidr 
memorjr :  a  friend  of  mine,  at  PhiJadelphiaa  gave  an  Indian  a  ftring 
of  wampom»  adding,  **  I  am  your  friend,  and  will  fare  yon  to  the 
iitmoft  of  my  power/'  Forty  years  after  the  Indian  ictamod  the. 
filing,  fajdng,  **  Brother,  yon  ^ave  me  diis  ftring  of  wampomp 
laying,  1  am  yoar  friend,  and  will  ferve  yon  to  the  otmoft  of  my 
power;  I  am  now  aged,  infirm,  and  poor;  do  now  as  yon  pio* 
fluAd.'*    And  he  generally  kept  his  word.    Part  !•    Flaige  a6* 

*  The  reader  will  pereeive  that  the  tranflation  is  ddivcred  la 
feiy  good  language,  which  feems  to  ns  to  be  unifbimly  maintained. 
The  following  iSftance  difplays,  in  a  very  pleafing  manner,  the 
incfiftible  cffdfi  of  candour  and  confidence,  even  npon  fiivages* 
Tlie  miffionaiy  Ranch  had  been  fo  traduced  to  the  Indians,  Saf 
diey  were  rendered  fofpicioos  of  him ;  he  did  not,  howcrer,  rdaz 
his  endeavoors,  tmfting  they  woold  be  finally  crowned  with  fncoefi/ 

**  In  thefe  confident  hopes  he  was  not  difappointed.  The  Indiana 
bmn  to  admire  hia-  perfeverance,  coara£e,  meek,  and  homUe 
facEaviour,  and  changed  their  minds.  He  fieqnendy  fpent  half 
a  day  in  their  cottages,  ate  and  drank  with  them,  and  even  Uf 
down  to  deep  among  them  with  the  otmoft  compofore.  Thia  latter 
dicnmftanoe  made  a  particular  impreffion  upon  them,  and  cfpeciaUy 
upon  Tfchoop.  Once,  obferving  the  miffionary  lying  in  his  hut, 
faft  afleep,  lie  confefed  that  he  was  ftruck  witn  t&  foDoHring 
thought ;  *'  this  man  cannot  be  a  bad  man ;  he  fiears  no  e\'tl,  noc 
even  from  us  who  are  ib  favagc,  but  deeps  comfortably,  and  places 
his  life  in  our  hands."  Upon  further  confideration  he  was  at  kngdi 
convinced  that  all  the  accounts  fpread  by  the  white  people  to  his 
prejudice,  proceeded  merely  from  malice.  He  then  endeavoured 
to  convince  his  countrymen,  and  fuccceded  fo  well,  that,  in  a  fhort 
time,  the  former  confidence  and  friendihip  between  the  Indians  and 
the  miffionary,  was  eftablifbed/'    Part  IL    Page  ij* 

*  We  find  Count  ZinzendorfiT  in  perfon  among  the  Indians,  in 
tlie  year  1^42,  and  meet  with  fome  traits  of  his  zeal  and  courage, 
in  attemptmg  to  convert  them.  After  making  feveral  regulations, 
and  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  the  ends  of  the 
miffion,  he  letumed  to  Europe  in  1743.  In  Anguft,  1760,  the 
news  of  his  death  anrived  in  America,  and  was  a  fobjeft  of  great 
afti^Hon  to  the  miffionaries  and  converted  Indians.  The  gamal 
chancer  of  this  hiftory,  is  coofiderable  minuteneft,  fddom  difHn- 
gutihed  by  any  ftriking  events ;  but  the  impitffion  conftantly  made 
by  it  is  admirarion  of  the  fincerityand  fervent  zeal  of  the  bmhren, 
both  European  and  converted.  They  devote  tbemfelvca  to  death, 
and  die,  rejoicing  in  their  fufierings  with  the  fpifit  of  primidve 
chxiftiant :  one  reimukable  inftance  of  which  appears  at  Part  II» 

'  p.  i66r 


p.  166,  and  tbofe  that  foDoir*  The  lefnlt  of  thdr  dfbtts  is  di«i 
&ited  at  the  cloie  of  the  book/ 

*'  The  miffion  had  now  flood  forty-five  yean.  From  a  regifter 
of  the  congitg|ation»  dated  in  1 772*  we  learn,  that  from  the  bc^n- 
ning  of  the  mifiion  to  that  year,  feven  hundred  and  twei|ty  Indians 
bad  been  added  to  the  charch  of  Chrift.  by  holy  baptifm,  moft  of 
whom  departed  this  life,  rdmcin^  in  God  their  Saviour*  I  would 
willingly  add  the  number  of  thofe  converted  to  the  Lord  fince  that 
period ;  but,  as  the  charch*booik8,  and  other  writings  of  the  miflio* 
■aries  were  burnt,  when  they  were  taken  prifoners  on  the  Mufking^ 
cm  in  1 78 1,  I  cannot  fpeak  with  certainty.  Suppofing  even,  that 
Irom  1772  to  1787,  the  number  of  new  converu  were  the  iame^ 
yet,  confiderin^  the  long  ftanding  of  the  miffion,  and  the  great 
pains  and  fofienngs  of  the  miffionariet,  the  flock  cdleAed  was  vetf 
fmall.  The  realon  of  this  may  be  found  psrtljr  in  the  peeuliar 
charaAer  of  the  Indian  nations,  but  chiefly  m  this,  that  the  mil^ 
iionaries  did  not  fo  much  endeavour  to  gather  a  lam  number  of 
iMptized  heathen,  as  to  lead  fouls  to  Chrift,  who  fliosld  truly  fadfevc 
in  nim.  This  fmall  flock  is,  however,  large  enough  to  be  a  light 
of  the  Lord,  Ihining  unto  many  heathen  nations,  for  the  demal 
ialvation  of  their  immortal  fouls^    Part  III.    P«  226. 

<  Such  is  this  hiftoiy,  in  which,  if  the  fingulaxitics  of  a  peculiar 
toBt  occafionally  appear,  thcjr  arejiot  fuch  as  are  in  any  way  lepre* 
benfible,  and  are  accompamed  alwajrs  by  the  fervour  of  a  trulf 
chriftian  zeal*  A  piikure  w^  worthy  to  bf  coofideied  at  n  periai 
^  the  picicnt.'   c  /  r- 
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5^4  ^  A  ptmsRAL  sermon; 

good>  and  fometirnes   fwhcn  deferving  finally  to^* 
be  cut  oft)  He  draws  us  with  i^t  cords  oflove^  'tbat» 
if  poflible,  the  heart  may  be  inclined  to  )i(lei>  to 
feU  voice^  and  turn  unto  Him.     But  moft  dan- 
gerous is  it  to  provoke  and  tempt  his  tender^  long-' 
ibfferingi  and  gracious  goodnefs !  Hi  ioSeth  wa, 
y0y  twice,  but  mm  regard  not.    Now  this  was  the 
very  cafe  of  the  young  man  who  is  now  cut  off 
from  the  Hght  of  the  fun.     Earty,  was  his  intro- 
dodion  to  diforderly,  and  intemperate  ways  :  $b  I 
wbat  repentance  is  neceffdry  te  tbo/ty  wb^  either  encm^ 
raged,  or  did  not  rejtrain  bim  t  Frequent^   and  re- 
markable were  his  warnings  (even  within  09  i«* 
membrance)  ^ndjhort  bis  amje.    He  purfued  ini-* 
qoity  with  greedinefs^  and  you  fee  the  end  of  it  in 
him.    The  fame,  fooner  or  later,  muft  be  the  fate 
of  aU,  who  boldly  trample  on  the  connAandments 
of  their  God  !  How  terrible  for  thofe,  whofe  evil 
liabits  are  confirmed  by  lengtb  of  years,  whofe  repent- 
ance is  put  off  through  the  bardnejs  oftbeir  hearts!   - 
How  ihould  this  affedl:  his  companions  in  riolt 
and  debauchery  !  But  like  the  daflardly  fervants  of 
a  bad  matter,  when  the  game  of  vice  is  over,  they 
foriake  each  other.     Nothing  is  fo  bafe,  and  cow-  • 
ardly  as  sin.     It  is  afraid,  even  beret  to  l>ehold  its 
own  pidure:  Confidcr  then,  my  brethren,   what 
muft  be  its  dreadful  lot,  hereafter,  and  perhaps  it 
may  awaken  in  you  fomefavingfear!  Can  you  bear^ 
the  thought  of  dwelling  for  ever-in  utter  darknefsf  ^ 
fbeeping,  wailing,  and  gna/bing  of  teetb  ?  without  re- 
lief, without  bope,  and  where  thefmoke  of  tbe  torment  * 
of  ungodlinefs  afcends  for  ever  and-  eves  /  trbo  cm* 
8  hear 


